1kl

®This phonological rule (P-rule) is common in Clallam;
the glides /w, y/ become corresponding vowels, /u, i/, between
consonants and between a consonant and. a pause,
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Morphemes of Possession in Twana

Ghulam H. Hasnain
Skokomish Tribkal Center

This paper gives a short description of morphemic
structures which can be used to denote possession in
Twana. Not included in this discussion are cooccurence
constraints or a discussion of main verbs of the type
‘own’, ‘'possess’ since my research has not progressed
to that point.

‘This paper makes available certain data which should
enable limited comparison to be made in the future of
structures which designate possession in Twana znd these
found in other Salish and non-~Salish languages. Forms
cited in this paper were ellicited by me from Louisa
Pulsifer, .referred to as (LH), or Lee Cush (CH), ox
they are Professor Elmendorf’s forms (WE) or forms
ellicited by Nile Thompson also from Louisa Pulsifer (LT).

In Twana, possession is commonly expressed in three
ways: by possessive pronouns typically glossed in English
in the manner 'my, mine etc.,'; by a peripherastic prefix
of possession bIs~ in the sense of 'have, has'; by a
genitive noun phrase suffix -(V)s (where V stands for
either the vowel fal or {Il1) constructions which can
be glossed in English with the use of the preposition
'of'. In conclusion s note is made of adjectives, compourds
and certain special sentence types which involve the
notion of possession.

First consider the possessive pronouns. The first
and second person singular possessive pronouné are
represented in two ways: as an adjectival affix and

1



Aiedd ?
P
7ieda ‘

-
C‘C}LG\’ZQ’?J

“dalas Wk

Ay
s

< c;l =8

cAda 7k

tafa

143

as an object case free form whereas for the third person

and the plural of the first and second person there is Aot

only the object case free form without an adjectival
affix counterpart. The examples cited below consist of
aets of three forms: the non-possessive personal pronoun
and the possessive personal pronoun featured in two types
of constructions: a noun phrase and a sentence. For the
first and second person singular the possessive pronoun
in the noun phrase comstruction hes a distinet shape of an
affix nawely, -d and is- xespectivély, and behaves like

& determiner since it is attached to the definite article
ti (masculine) or ci (feminine) or the head noun, whereas
for other persons {third and first and second plural)

the shape of the possessive pronoun is the same iﬁ both

the noun phrase and the sentential comstruction, as followsd

e dIca? (LH)

cid q¥ist (LH)

tid b3dy (LH)

dlsda? ¢i qist (LH)

'my cow'
'my {male) child’'
‘the cow is mine’

‘you’ duwE? (LR)
ci?is q“ist (LK)
Isda? ci 9¥ist {Ln)

'your cow'

‘the cow is yours'

"he" ' c3dit (LH)
‘his cow'’ clda?as ci q"ist (LH)

‘they' c2dczdat (LR)

‘their cow' c3dalacy¥ ci q¥ist (LEH)

'you (pl.)* w3lwylap (LH)

‘your {pl.) cow' c3da?lap ci q¥ist (LH)

we' ‘dibat (LH)

‘our cow' cIdibalat ci g¥iaev. (CB)

1Lk

Notice that the object case possessive pronouns behave
like verbs since they accept the future tense prefix

2Ishuyu'laé:Id sx"315q"¥i %i:sda'? (LR)

'The basket that I will finish will be yours.'

3Tshuyula'é sx"313q"¥i 2Isda’? (LE)

'The basket that you will finish will be mine.'
Note that the Twana first perxson gzgfix -d is the same
in Puget (Hess:121) and Souther Puget (Snyder:64); Tvana
second person plural ending -lap is the sanme in Puget
Salish (Hess:122) and Twanas third person plursl erding
~c3]1 resembles Puget -£21 (EHess:122) and Souther:n.Puget
-¥el (Snyder:65)--endings for first person plural forms.
Furthermore the Puget word da?(a) 'name' (Hess:126)
appears to be related to the Twana object case possessive
pronoun form cited above.

Now consider some examples demonstrating the use of

the peripharastic prefix bIs~ which conveys the noticn

‘have, has':

ti stiba:t bIs:u'lax (LE) 'the man has wealth'
bIsq¥ist¥Id (LH)

ti stibat 34 bIsb3ds ci sta?akdi (LH)
'the man's got a child, a little girl’

'I got a cow'

Note that the use of bIs- does not appear to have any
restriction as to whether the thing possessed by the

head noun is in an alienable/inaliemable relatiouship

to it since the thing possessed can be such dissimilar
objects ae a cow or onme's child as in the examples above.
The unusual form bz'sda?b ‘having power frdm a guardian
spirit owner' (WE) exhibiting the use of double possessives
is.ionnd.iu conjunction with this prefix. In Pugest Salish
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this prefix has the counterpxrtlggg; (Hess:34) and in

Souther Puget Salish b¥- (Snyder:66). '
Consider now the genitive noun phrase comstruction

whieh involves the suffix =(V)s, where the vowel may

be La} or (1)}, which are commonly translated with
the preposition ‘of’:
t'nbidac t3 sq¥3bay? (LH) ‘deg’s fiatr’
p'3la:das ti lawaqay (LR) ’glder bark'
Yat$Is t3 sq”0qYobI¥ (LH) ‘Chief of the Skokomish
qv'31tlt ti bsc'ay (LR) ‘snake skin' tribe’

‘dark placee of the

sq3labas ati tidIx" (WE)
earth, the badlands’

Listed below is an example of compound noun followed
by two examples which illustrate the use of adjeggiygs_

in different types of comstructions:

sq”0g”0ob1d (LH) *Skokomish pecple’
sisi:d ti stibat (LH)

ti stibat >t sisi:d (LH)

'the big man'

‘the man is big'

Pinally, consider some structures which convey the
potion of possession in a special way. Certain forms
which involve the use of the affix -at~ 'in' are examplesn

of such phenomenon:

¥
astgﬁs}x" od1a (1®) ‘I have & cold'’

ci staday? duxviébzc tidbads (LH)
*the woman has got my son’
Forms also occur in which it is not possible to isclate
any morpheme 2s denoting possession yet, which convey
the notion of possession by implication, as in the following:

1]
asx aqfrd (Lu)
asf3bdsdizd (1LR)

'l got a pain'
‘my shoe is tight'

k6

FOOTNOTES

1. This paper ieflects ny anaiysis,of research domne for
the Twans Language Project with Nile Thompson under a
grant from Title IV B to the Skokdwish Indiar Tribe.

2. I failed to mention the vocative version of the first
person singular adjectival affix namely, d- used as

a prefix as in the form dib3d3 (LT) 'O my sosn.'
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