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S~:rACTIC A.\";) CO:.C£PTUAl. IULl.tIO~S IN NITlNAIIT 
~ 

Terry J. Klokeid 

In:rc~l,;ctlon 

The language of the Nitinaht belongs to the Southern branch 
of :::e !;a"asnan ia::lily of X.tiye Canadian languageS. "and 1, 
x;ut-.:olly l:-.te;';'i;ible \lIth tht! lan~uage of, the ?acheenabt. The 
r,~::,.:'l'l:,;d c[ the :;itir.:.~.t ceaters on L""e Nitinabt alld tbe adjacent 
;>.:r:ior. of the "~st C,,;.st of Vanoou'Jer Island. Today, much of 
Xitin;,~. t territor:; has beer ... bsorbed into Pacific R.im Hatio""l 
Pa~;';; the rest is largcly Cr~~~ land, in large measure siven over 
to ~;?!oltati~~ b,. bg;;ing corporations. Most Nttinaht peopla 
live at £allat5 ' ad~, or Malachan, designated by the Federal 
Covern~ent as Indian Reserve number 12. 

h.~Vl' "",ployed !>ere the orthography which I susse.ted for 
SitiDft~t io Kloke1d (1975.1) . 

rncl1t1cs are written separately, and 1 have written the 
la~;~ d;e, not 3tr~ctly phoaatically, but somewhat abstractly. If 
nothing else, this cakes tor relative transparency io "the morpho-
1~ ~~~~1 ~k~-up of ~orc$, and so will hel~ the reader who does 
r.r.·t ! .:::)'",' ~:!.tini-,~t. For e.."\',;ar.~l«, t 'J!"ite " the sequence of bow-ate 
'CCc~r' ;..l~ .-; ~ 'thc' (an er.c:kiti~) a.s blJ"'..r ;~tc ?~9 -the da~ tC; 'l~a 
p;-, ~ :lati L ".ili· , the ;>ro.;:esses of 1II::ncope and glottal coalescence 
re~~ce it to sc"=ethina :.ore like b01o'tc 'ag. Jl '" !:", 

'-:'11e the aroove is 01 relatively straight-forward case, I II"n m 
think, in retrospect. that I have not yet achieved a fully 
iiatis: actor)' level of ab.tractness for fluctuations betveeQ8IOre "'"'' Ii C 

?h"r.etic and more abstra.:tre;>resentations ill the present"work. 
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1. Gral!'.matical Relations: case, ,",ora order, and ' e~c:litidz;:t!c:l 

1.1 Syntactic fra~ework 

Paul K. Postal (forthconing). that a sentence 15 tlolt approp1:iat~y 

viewed in terms of a network of relations. 'thus, in the En':l1sr. 

sentence (1e), the network of relations consists 1n pare of the 

statements of (lb), rcpr~s~nt~d formally in (1c). 

1. (a) John cade a canoe with an axe. 

(b) .:!.2!!!! ia Subject(I). 

~ is agent (i.e. the one "carrying out the a~tiou). 

~ is verb. 

action) • 

~ is direct obJect(-Z). 

~ is 1nstruo::.ent (Le. that usea >ly tili"Atlm:: to 

effect the action). 

ec) 

The Nitinabt sentence (2a) essentiillly correspondll' to" (la), 
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ac4 reflect. the netwvrk of relations (2b), cf. (lb). The formal 

re?resfntation (2c) may be co~pared with (Ie). 

2. Ca) Okw~l ibt '. ('ofw) John tc'~ta ?3~w'&l b1.~·k. 

(It) .3ohn is subject { I). 

(e) 

Joho ill agent. 

tokwll is verb. 

tc.'a?a·ta is direct.object(l.). 

tc'alata is patient. 

hiaiy'k is instrument. 

AGT~~. y., .s~.~ T .. ftR·llM~ 1/ PA1~, 
John .tc'apats hisiy'k 

The 5O!!£eptual relatiOns -ageDt. patient, ius.trument- cle-

scribe the role of thenoai~l (or, better, its referant) in the 

«ction Clr stste. Thus conceptual relations directly to .t~e_n1aa. 

or se:lljllatics, of tbe sentence. The syntactic relations - subj,ect, 

direct obJect"""" do DOt Jnteract directly vith a"'Dtics, but 

rather have, purely synuctic consequences. That is •.. the syntax, 

or s~t~ce pattera, ma~ reference to tha.e syntactic ralatioas. 

Subject 

~1t~t word orcler is: 
~ 

Verb lIirect Object (Other); 

Varb . Subject Direct Object (ot~r). 
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(la). (2.), .a ia (3): 

3. (a) 

The linear prec;e<lenc;e:relat1ons sho .. -n, .in (3a, b) allow us 

to construct the,ultimate word orders: 

~ohn aaGe •• ~,canoe,.~. axe 

Olaiil ••• ~obn tc'.pats ••• hidy'k. 

These word oroer statements are tr¥e regardless of the 

conceptual relati9n helG by su'bjitct Ilud direct object. In (4A~ b). 

the nominala are John and canoe/tc' apats as before. but tbe:'r con-

ceptusl relations Giffer drastically frOID (I, 2). ,!E!m iro (4a, io) 

cannot be agent, because tbere i& no action carried out! i ..... te .. :I. 

there is an experience, that of seeinK. and ~ is the Ex?eri"OlCer. 

Sailady • ~ in (4a) a3d tc'apats in (4b) are not i'a!:~"nts 

(they are unaffected): rather, each functions as the 8ticul~s of 



the experience described by these sentences. 

4. (a> .1ohn sees 

Exp 

1 

(b) Datc<S?al. ? 

the canoe 

sUm 

2 

(?o,!w) John ?5yoqw tc' apats 

Exp 

1 

St1m 

2 

?aq. 

Seve.rtbeless. John. as subject, precedes the verb in English and 
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im:ediately ·fo110""8 it in Nitinaht; ~ and te'apats. as direet 

objects. immediately follow the verb in English and the subject 

in Nit.inant. Hence. the networ~ for (48 • b) are:. 

3. <a> 

~~ John canoe 

(b) 

~~) tk/ .. J-e 
John - tc' spats 
~ 

The relations Agent. Experiencer, and Subject (1); Patient, Stimulus, 

and D1re~t Ojbect (2) are distinct, but they are nevertheless 

interrelated. In ge:leral: 

Agent is Subject (in· any language) 

Patient is Direct Ojbect (in any language) 
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Experiencar is Subject (in any language) 

Stimulus is' Direct Object (in any language) 

And, in.English: 

Subjeet preCedes Verb 

Verb precedes Direct Ojbect 

While in Nitinabt: 

Verb prececes Subject 

Subject precedes Direct Object. 

. Another kind of relation is the anaphoric relation. Iu 

(6a, b), two persons are involved in the action, as shown oy the 

subject Bill and the benefactive John (the latter mark"" by 12r. 

in English and ~~ in Nitinaht). III contrast. s~ntences (ia, 

b) involve only a single person in the action, ~. 

6. (a) Bill made a canoe for John. 

(b) OkwIl ibt ?a Bill tc'apats ?5tsa~ad Jchn. 

7. <a) Bill made a canoe for h~self. 

(b) OkwIl ibt ?a Bill tc'apats ~5kwtsa~ad. 

When two grammatical relations in a single sentence a~e 

borne by a single nominal, then a so-called reflexive. pronoun. e.g. 

h!Ell!ill, eornes in to take over the lower ranking of the tvo re-

lations in English; while in Nitinaht, -k(v)- is attached to tlle 

preposition marking the lower relation. The English reflexive 

pronoun~ and the -kw- of Nitin~,t thus refleet the anapr~ric 

relation between subject and be~.factive in the examples (~~. 11). 
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We hav •. looked briefly at some. syntactic relations (e.a. sub-

jeet. direct,object), BOIIIe coneeptual relations (agent. patient, 

expedeaeer •• Umulu •• benefactive. etc.). aDel the anaphoric r ... 

lat1011. Thb &y1IQ?8:1.s of Nit:l.D8bt .,.ntax ~lIe. theae relational 

aDd·others. 1a arester detail. 

1. 2 ~ 

The various .ynt.cttc relationa are marked by prepositions. 

in both En&lish aDel NitiDaht. In Ena1iah. subject (1) and direct 

object (2) remain prepo.iU0II1 .... vhile indirect object (3) aDel. 

senerai1y. all other DOIIIinal. take prepositions. In 1I1tiuaht. each 

a_iDal :I.s aS8i&ned a preposition. 

Subject and.Ureet ob:lect ( 

A subjeft takeS the preposition 'oxw 'NOIII1native' aDel a 

direct object may take the prepositiOli ~ 'Accusative'. as in 

_t_e a. (The fOn.atives ill ·Paat'. !!. i Declar• t lve' are 4i ... 

cussed elsewhere.) 

8. Ts'oqwcit1 (bt 'a 'Ofw John ~ Bill. 

v liM 1 JJ: 2 

'Jolm hit B1U' 

1 V 2 

Sentence (a) as it staDela 15 a little unusual. in t~ the 

lIi2IU~tive prePosition is uual1ydeleted.llence •• _t~. (9j' 

ia II ;arAphra •• of (8) - they both asect chat JolID Mt .11 -

~ ~~.uee (9) :I.s a iIore .. ual. fota~ 

8 a 

9. Tstoqweitl ibt'a .lohn ?<Syoqw Bill. 

v 1 2 

Horeove.r. in a short sentence eontaiJliD& 01117 one or tIIO 

JIOUM, the preposition assignee to the secoDel (oi only) 1m. i. 

typica111poatposecl after that noua. as With tbe accusativ. ia (10). 

10. Ta'oqwcit1 ibt '1a John BiU 'lSyoqw. 

v 1 2 

So tha .eutences (8-'IO) ere all aradat:l.c:al aDel alles.ert 

ti!e aaaa thina. but the fora of (10) :I.s the _at: CoanoIl ia ~ .. 

atiOn. 

While the DGRtaaCive preposition is always &sslsnable to the 

subject. __ verbs do not permit the assiSlll'lent of the aCce.attva 

~ to the direct object. Instead. they take a rc;;ls::ratien 

prefiX.!2::.. That is. the prefiX.!2::. on a verbre&:l.aters tile pr __ 

of a preposltloules8 direct object. 

One verb showing this prefiX 1e ~ '::lake. butld'. exe::,l1-

fied ill (11). The direct object in (ll) is.!!!!!!l 't.ouse' 

11. Okwt1 ibt 'a .lohn ba 'as. 

1 I 2 

'Jolm bullt a house' 

1 v 2 

(The initial1sr- of the cas_rkina prepositiODa ~ .!..~:AW'n. 

etc •• :I.s the _ aorpheme.) Han)' otherv¢s d!,'lIot,~el!D.ade

pencleat ill the accusative~. but in a different prepoaitioA • 

. t,-,.Q !, u_A..-.""J.c0-

(( v.', cX::\\v( -) 
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11. (a) Ha?okw s ?o?okwis ha?ob Othe~ nominals are oarkedby preposition aeeording to their 

V 1 fish eonceptual relation. The benefactive preposition is ~otsa~ 'for' 

'I eat fish' 

1 V 

For eXa::lple. with the verbs ~ 'eat' and dagc:itl 'drink' the 

iteo consumed ta~s the preposition ?o?okwis. The verb may be 

o::1tted. 

(b) 010kw1s 8 tc's?ak. 

1 vater 

'I (drink) water' 

1 
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(12). The instrumentd prepos1t:ion is ~'.!~ ~\lith>'(13) 

Location is marked with ?iya~ 'in'; source with~xtagcitl 'fro~'; 

and destin~ion with ?owiy ~o' (14). 

12. OkWIl ibt s tc'~pats ?Otsa~sd John. 

v 1 2 

'I made a canoe for John. 

1 V 2 BEN 

13. Okwn !be ?a John tc'spats ?~aw'n tc'axa.y'k. 

v 1 2 IN 

'John made a canoe,with an adze' 

1 v 2 IN 

14. Okw"il !bt 1a Joh."l ba?as ?i,yslio Patera ... 

v 1 2 LC 

'John built a house in Pacheena 

1 V 2 LC 

Many time expressions take the case-marking preposition ?ovi lit. 

'when' • 

14. (b) Gwrl ibt ?s John ba?as ~ 'oyi. 

V 12TH 

'John b~i1t a house yesterday' 

1 v 2 

An adjective or quantifier optionally but preferably att~che~ 
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to· tIW froar of tbe preposition. i.e. it incorporates 'iDtOthe 

preposit1oD.:raplac1ag the registtation prefix~-. 

15;,. GiIIIn·.i.k fa .John 'atl _' ... 

·v 1 tvo2 

tvolV 1 2 

".JohD built cwo house(s)' 

1 'I 2 

Queatioa cn4 relative morpbemes obligatorily incorporate. 

u 

A uoun 1nc:orS!01'atn only 1.'arely: 1n ~tinaht. cn4 pronouns apparently 

never to $0. (rhus this language differs significantly from the 

related lan.,ooua,e to the 1lOI;th with respect to iilcorporation.) See 

Chapter Six for DOre on tni:orporation. 

101r.84r precedOllee relations in Nitill8ht are determined by 

syntactiC relatiDDs. 

The.ver\ precedes all ita dependents. i.e. Nitinaht is a 

' •• ~init1&l' language. 

The dependents of a verb eo~ in the follow1~.orderl 

subject direct object others. 

The fo1lovina sentences illustrate these linear precedence 

re1atioas. 

16. (a) Ts'oq"c1tl JlIt. 'to ('",?,) ba'itlqats "aq ?i5,YOqw 

y 1 

u 

12 

2 

'The boy hit the _n' 
1 V 2 

V 1\)( i AI: 

ba"itlqats 'aq. 
.2 

'The wocaan hit the boj' 

1 V 2 

<e> mltcn 'a ('o>pt) x~da'ak "aq t8,YOqw ba'itlqats 'a<;. 
V lIK 1 AC 2 

'The woman watches the boy' 

I V 2 

(d) 
,. 

lfoqwBa,,'ap 'a (o~\f) ba'itlqats 'aq 'oyOq¥ to~is '4<1. 
V I AC 2 

'The boy throwa out the sarbase' 

1 v 2 

'The _ worb ill the atore' 

1 V LC 

A IIOUIl :la preceded by ita free dependents (::odU'1era). (17). 
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17. (a> Ts'axcltl 1I7is 'al '8yoqw ?I, bowatic 'aq. 

v Future 1 AC ADJ 2 

'Tbey will spear the big deert 

1 v ADJ 2 

(b) Datccitl 71 y'Ilqa q<s? •• 

V IHPER this 2 

'Look at this man' 

v 2 

the 

BoWld dependents of DOIIIinals include botb enclitiCS, •• ,. 

~ 'lbe' in (17a) (see·1.4), end incorporated dependente (see 

chapter 4). 

1.4 Eneliticization 

13 

stud1ed dosely as yet:ili 'Pal!t' , ~ 'Dec4rative' I,.!. 'J.' • .!!st 

'the', '~'!s 'Future',!.!! 'they-Dec;larat1ve',!! 'ImperAttve'. 

There are a couple qf respects in which the group of formativea 

includ1ng these stands arart from otbers. 

Firstly, their position:l.n the: sent~ce is d1atinetive. Tbis 

is lIro\lght OlJt lIy contrastj.~ the po&ition of the time expression 

..lli 'Past tell$e.~ and 1ahW ?oyi 'yesterday' in (18). While the 

latter expression COllIes 1n tbe usual position. for time expreaslona. 

i.e. fo11<>"411& the direct ol>jee!=, .the put t8Jllle fll1'1Utive..lli COIMS 

1=edi~!IIlY after,,·.he f:l.rst word. in the sent~e., t.lwt verb •. 

13 

14 

18. Okw'If ibt ?a John tc' aplltll?:ibay !!?:d. 

v 1 2 ' 

'JohR>:lude a canoe yese'erday' 

. Secondly, the group of fonnatives including iht aTe'hOt in

dependent words, phonetically speakiilg. 'rbay are enclitical, that 

is, tbey laust he phonetically linked to the' preceding fOn:&tive: 

thus, the sequence of verb ~ and "''lcltics ibt ~ in (lS) are 

pronounced as one word: 'OkwIlibt'a. 

The defin1te deteminer 2!Sl • the' i6 an enclitic. Thus l:he 

sequence"lIf noun' tc'a(lllis "ea'noe' and deterJIiner 1:s. in (19) is 

pronouneed as one word: tc'aj?ts'ag. 

19. Okwil 'I • .John te' lipats 'aq.' 

v 1 2 the 

'.John: :ta making the canoe' 

The categories'vhich must under.:;) enclitieizatio&l 1:11::',:5e: 
?:i?is 'Future')· 

tense {e.g • ..lli 'Past'J modals (e;'. ;a 'Declarative 2! tb:p.arU!ve'); 

subject snd d1reet object pronouns (e • .:. ~ 'I. me'); and cany otner&. 

• ,c \I.ckern.gel' 6 Law 

In the ex&llples so far, the enclitics have au .. cr.ed to tr.e 

governing Wtii'd: tense';Unl modal to verb. as .... ts·cs·.,-c!.t! ib~ !!.i 

(hPy the) in the same sentence. But the general $tateoent for the 

pos1Uoning of encl1tics basco be 'socewhat differe..,t. The true 

aeneralization emerges clearly when we 'study notlina1s with ~o~ifiers. 

In 1:111: 'i1:hree.e!ltences ·(20a. b, c), the verb:ts t'l'itc1:l '.Mot· 

snd tbe'direct object is bowatc 'deer'. Iu (20b. c). the direct 

14 



15 

o!>ject &overll •. _ flJrt~r _rd: the adjac_ive!If 11\ (20L) aacI 

the 4i_Uier t.tl 'two' 18 (zOe). The lovAmilla ~_1 ami It. 

d.,.. .. .: fora the .equezu:ea.!XIs ~ ~. ~&tll!!!!!!i£ 18 (2Ob. c). 

respectivel)", ~ .... _of .. -ual. aacllta 4ep1 .... ta ..... 

refer .... til .... eoaaUt_.t. 

2 AC 

'Jolla Not • deer' 

1 Y 2 

(II) n'ltcU;l .ib,t t. JOhn ~ .1Iowatc~~., 

bl. 2 

• Jolm shot. 1!f.a. deer' 

1 2 

2 

2 

VIIea the datel1l1Der eaclltic.!!.!1 • the I b edda4 to. the 'tuct 

objach of (20., It. c).. thea _aet (21 •• b,. c) ,r ... pect1ve17: 

21. Ca) 'l'1'ltcltllJ1t " • .John ~tc. 'aq~. 

y 1 2 the Iot:; 

1 y 2· 

bsa,the 2. 

• Jolla tdIot t1Ie )1& tleer' 

IS 

16 

(c) T1'1teit1 ibt 7. John 'atl 7aq bewate ?5~. 

two th~ 2 

'John shot the two deer' 

In (2la), the detenainer .!!st encliticizes to the aoverD11\1 

~na1: ~15' the deer'. liut in (2lb) '. the deter:=ln« .!!st 

encliticizea iPstead to aD adjective de?en~er.t of the direct object 

nOllina1: !!>s!!9: ~ 'the hig deer'. The generalization cu,,' 

be tbat the deterudner enc1iticizcs to lhe first ¥ord of tbe 

COnstitQent, whether it i. the governing n~~ina1 (21a) or a de-

pendent of It (2lb) •. Sentence (21e) verifies this state::.ent: here 

tbe direct object ~ governs tbe <;uantifier 'ad 'two' &ne the 

determiner ~ encltie!zes to the first word in the resultiDJ 

eon.t1.tuent: "atl tag bewate 'the two deer' ~ 

'l'be cas ..... rkina prepOsition does nOt form a pa:t of t~, 

c-.tit_t rel"'.nt to.t.be encUtieization of 1.!::;,. so tbe4oat:cr.:Iiur 

_r ~ ... UUe:l." to it vheli it precedes tbeno=dnal: 

2 . the 

AC big the 2 

·'JolID shot tbe 1.1& deer' 

EIlClitict: .. U01l like thi.. is not >miq .... toNltii-.aht. A 

11qu1at WiD '*tIc:l':lh~ the placina ofencltlcs·ia ·seeor.ii posit:!..oat 

1& lado-Iucopea h&a bad the relev_t Pr1llc1ple 1l-e4 .flU 1W:o: 
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23. Wackernagel's Principle 

Attach enclitics to the first word of the .. Constituent. 

Wackernegel's Principle epplies to all enelitics.in.Nitinaht. 

Thus, the enclitics associated with the verb of the sentence attach 

to the first word of the sentence, in (24), the verb itself. The 

senta .. cc enclitics execplified here are: Unknown ,i-<i)c 'lIIaybe, 

1 think that'; hllerative!i: !!. 'I'; 'atl 'noli, then'; Complement

izer ~; eoml'lementizer ~ (or S2X.> 'when'. (l)bt 'Past' i ~ 

'Usitative'. 

24. (a) O~wsa'al' ,ie John cote'as 'aq. 

v 1 2 

'Maybe John.chopped down the tree' 

1 v 2 

'John must have chopped down the trea' 

1 v 2 

(b) Daqcitl 'i tc'a?ak!' 

V UlPDl 2 

'Drink water!' 

V 2 

(e) \:aleitl "atl &, ~ "at;! 'aq 8 'IOYi ba~alc. 

V than 1 V 1 

'1 went hollie, when I f!Dished work' 

1 V V 

18 

(d) YowX ?atl qo y s da?olcws. 
,:-' 

then 1 v 

'I used to aCC9~pany (hilll) then' 

(e) H1xwi bt & ik. 

V PAST 1 Usltative 

'I usjtd to work hard' 

1 V 

Pronominal enclitics 

16 

Pronouns in Nlt1naht can appear as free nor.inals, but pro

nominal subjects and direct objects, encliticize to the firs~ ~~rd 

in sthe sentence. (Under limited circumstances, pronouns encliti

c1ze in different ways not described here.) The phonological for:s 

for free a~d enclitic pronouns show similarities but the:e are 

8~gnif1cant differences t~~t cannot be predicted. 

25. (a) P'osak ~ s. 

V 1 

'1'\11 tired' 

(b) P'osak tI id. 

V 1 

'We're tirjtd' 

(e) p'osn 'a s. 

V 1 

'You're tired' 

(d) P'osat< a 8011'1tc. 

V 1 

'You (plural) are tired' 

18 
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Just as there is no free third person pronoun. 80 i8 tbere 

DO overt third peraou enclitic. in tbe singular: 

But there is a third person plural enclitic. A! or 1. exempllfied 

in (21). 

27. P'osak 'a 1. "They are'tlred' 

v 1 

There is so:r.e variation in the encliticizatlon of subject 

pr~novns that should be ~ointed out. Tbe exanples collected here 

are pr!carl17 for illustrative purposes. Full paradlgms of pro

n~inal enclitics are displayed in a later section. 

Pronacinal enclitics follow tense and modal enclitics, but 

aQCe ele~ents follov the prono~inal ones. For example, first and 

£accna ?erson pronoDinal enclitics are in the middle of the enclitic 

sequence zi - 1£. which represents the Inferential categ~ry. meaning 

rOIl .. !.1y 'it must be the can that'. This yields, with first pel'8On 

&1r .. ubr, the enclitic sequence .J.1.!. 1£: 

28. Kitleitl iht ~i sic. 'I ~st bav. broken it' 

v 1 

If ve nov insert the first person plural, ve get the enclitic 

se:;uence E • .!2..1£: observe that there are two vovels in a row. 

The second of these rezularly drops. giVing tho phonetic form: 

,1 !t ic, as in (30). 

29. Kitleitl ibt 41 die. 'We lIIust have broken it' 

v 1 

19 

20 .-

We have .een that the sequence of.Declarative plus &econ;i 

person· sintular· is .!!.!. (304). The fOB of t'rul $Ocond 1'e1'&O" 

enelit:Lc With the Inferential $equence is differeatt n!. g (;3Cl»). 

'You're cold' 

v .,1 

(b) Balll:l P kle. 'You wst be cold' 

v 1 

When the subject is third person sl~ular. i.e. th~ ea~e~cry 

for vhich there is no overt pronOQinal enclitiC, then the In:c~~.~!al 

al_nts n, 1£ coxr.e together. the second vcr.;el dr.::""ir ... oct: £ 

£ (ll). 

31. P'osik,s'i. c. '.lia/she lO.ust be ti%eo.' 

v 
When the direCt object is a prot~un. H too .. ,ta er • .::li::ici.:~. 

The first person aneltics are always ~ (l) and ~~ (2), re&ardl~ss 

of Whether they represent the subject or direct object. lIut tr. .. 

second person sinsular enelitic for subject is i!!. .:,;; for ,1re=t 

object ~~. The sentences in (32) contain fitst perso~ s~~je.::::s 

and a second person direct object; vblle in (33) the £ubje~: is 

second personstDguIar'an4 tbe direct ohject$ are first p£rso~. 

32. <a> Ts'oqwcitl ibt sits,. 'X bit you' 

v I 

{b> T.'oqvcitl ibt id it~. 'We bit yo~' 

v 2 



21 

13. (a) Ts'oqvcitl ibe sis. 'You hit me' 

v 1 

(b) Ts'oqwcit1 ibt id is. 'You hit us' 

v 2 

Further variation in the pronominal enclitics is conditioned 

by·otber enclitic categories. 

The enclitics associated with the verb attach to the first 

word of the sentence, even if that word is not the verb. For 

ex~?le, if the direct object of (34a) is made the topic of the 

sentence, then it precedes the verb, together with its accusative 

preposition ?oyoaw, and Its dependents. Sentence (34b) shows the 

result: the.sentence enclitics attach to the accusative preposition, 

since it is the first word in the sentence. (The vowel of ~ 'Past' 

has assimilated to the preceding labial consonant .9]! in (34b». 

34. <a> Ts'/ls'Iks ibt'a John ?oyoqw tc'Ikwlil ?aq. 

v PA'Gr Decl 1 AC the 

'Johu chased the dog' . 

(b) O:toqw obt ?a tc'YkwU ?aq ts'asIks John. 

AC PAST Decl TOPIC/2 the V 1 

'(It was) the dog, (tbat) John chased' 

TOPIC/2 I v 

1.S Sr-e further examples 

The followina sentences provide a variec, of examples of 

prepositions and.anclities. 

21 
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l's and 2's 

Nominative and accusative prepositions, as ~ell as subject 

and direct object enclitics, are found in (35). Some verbs t&kiQ6 

the registration prefix :!2:- for direct objectsare&iven iA (36) 

35. (a) Tl'itcitl s cots'as ?aq ?5yoqw. 

V 1 2 AC 

'I'. shooting (at) the tree' 

1 v 

(b) Darcol ?a Bill Joh.~ ?oycqw. 

v 1 2 AC 

'Bill sees/saw John'· 

1 v· 2 

(c) Osoqwa ?ap S ?oyoqw John: 

v 1 AC 2 

'1 hunt/ilia huAtina John' 

36. <a> O~aqilkw 7a ba¥Xl q5'atstp ?aq 

Recipient 

V 1 

'The Indians call (it~ bayil' 

(b) Okoxwis s takin. 

v 1 2 

'1 am vearing-on-t~head a stocking' 

1 v 2 

With a verb of transfer, such as '0;"" ·,ive'. tl-.e reci,1.ent 

noaillBl is aarke4 with theaccWlative plTeposi1:1on ~ (3i&); it 

22 
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gay be G~~tted (37b). The item tran5ferred receivea no preposition. 

37. Ca> Oyli '.'ia a teabas ?Qyoqw John. 

v rut 1 sugar AC 2 

(b) Oyi '1[118 s teabas ohhn. 

V FIJ'l' 1 2 

'I will give sugar to Johnt 

The recipient may be topical1zed with ~. 

38. qyoq ?X?is s John ?oyi teabas. 

AC FllT 1 2 v 

"John, 1 will give sugar to' 

Alternatively, ?6tssgy'ap 'to(vard}' may be used. 

39. Otss~'ap ?a?is 'id teabas yadaqakkw 'aqad 

to ?UT 1 sugar Child/our 

'To our child, ve'll give sugar' 

Only the item transferred and not the recipient may be 

incorporated into the verb ~ as with the question (40a). (See 

cha?ter 2 for the significance of this fact.) To queation the 

recipient, it is incorporated as in (40b). 

40. (a) Baqa~e ?a?ia lit yadaqakkw'aqs. 

vhat/V FllT Q/l 2 

'What will you give to my cr,i1d?' 

1 v 2 

(b> Atcl-a~'ap ?l[?ls lit teabas? 

who/to FUr you sugar 

'~~ow111 you give sugar to!' 

23 
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A balefacti.ve or delegative takes the preposition ~~ 'for'. 

41. Ca> oltwn ?li?is s polto? ?5ts~ad yok.w?aqs 

rut 1 2 for BF!i/my 

'I'll make a basket for my grandchild' 

1 V 2 BEN 

(b) S5 s lts~ ?ats~ad yX. 

V 1 2 for DEl. 

tI'm holding you for him.' 

1 v 2 DEL 

(c) Ots~ad s its~ yli so. 

'Por him, I'm holding you' 

(d> Datcol a q5?as ?aq yaq-ts~ad ibt ~k ba?as-~l. 

v 1 2 the BEN/for PAST you 2/V 

'I saw the man who you vere building a house for' 

1 V 2 BEN 1 2 

A question of reason ('why?') uses this same preposition. 

42. <a> Xts-ts~ad :i.k ?5kwYl pelto? ?aq. 

BEN/for 1 V 2 the 

'Who are you making the basket for?' 

BEN 1 2 

why 1 v 2 

'~'tlyare you making a basket?' 

Instrument 

An instrument nominal takes ?5".-waw'lil 'with.' using' (43a). 

24 
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Sometimes the -1DatrlllUll.t lI0II1_1 1Dcorporatea iDto the preposlt1oa 

(431)>). 

.2!: 
~'a 'tap 'tll'tlll 'ta ~ hi_b'lt ~v'U~ 

y I'UT Decl 2 with 

'(Be) v1llfe1l ~ cedar with All lUte' 

v 2 

(b) O~'ap 'Via 'ta Fis bTsi¥'k-pv'U. 

(e) Vik '1 'iSlpNv·l[l slpab'at, 'OfYaIf'U -'1 u'istZSp. 

'Don't use cedar limbs, 1lM rope~' 

Host ti1IIe expressioull take!sU. 'wben' (44). 

44. (a) lU.xw'I q&l bo'18 .!slti. 

y 

• I usecl to work bard a 10ns t:ble J!&2.. 

(b) vilt'a 'a tsa¥tqi llllS .!2Y!.. 
V 1 TJlIle 

'There'. JIO boat (operatias) .!S.present. 
V 1 T:lae 

(c) ~kwIl 1bt s tc'apata wl:qpal .!slti 'Gta&f84 ~ayaqawt'aqa. 

V 1'AS 1 2 for 

'I lUll_ a canoe for 1111 friend in the v1ntertlJle' 

1 V 2 

v PAST. LC I 

'I was-in-school in C10-0oae. wheIl I was a eMU' 

v LC 

MoDs -the place apreasiOns are includ.ed: 

Locati01l: 'tb~ '(be).t,1n' (4S) 

Deat1Dati01l: 'IOwl,Y 'Cao) to') (46) 

Source: 'blllStaqc:itl '(come) fr_' 

'o'totl 'ftom (a person)' (47) 

4S. (a) ~ iht ie tCIkis P'lltcYda. 

at PAST 1 v LC 

'We ware f1ahiug at Port Jteofrew (pacheaDa)' 

1 v LC 

y 1 LC 

'I look(ed) in the mirror' 

1 V LC 

46. <a> ColMl'.kw't 14 '-b ynqa ba'as. 

V/P .. siv'!' 1 to that DEST 

'Ve were invited to that house' 

1 y BEST 

47. (a) P.ipaq-'f 'a OM tJ,y~iu bakwU '1aq. 

2/V 

'John 80t alettar &va the- store' 

1 V 2 
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Co!!IRarison 

The Standard 111 an apression of COIDparison takea the 

accuaative~, (loS). The Stanctardmay ba a clauae (4Se). 

48. Ca> Bats' "a T_ ?i:'r,yoqw Jack. 

v 1 AC, Stanclard , 
'TOIl, is t;&l1er than Jack', l1t~ 

'TOIl is-tall Jack' 

1 v Stanclard 

(1,) lIXts' ic:tc '1. Chris 'IlSyoqw lIP,y. 

v 1 s 

'Chris is 8IIIa11(er than) Roy' 

1 2 

(c) BIts' "a Tom ,~ qWI 'Iaq Jack. 

he-ao COMP 

'Taa Is taller than Jack is (so), 

While (IoSa, c) above are,parap~ases, (49a) la an expreasioa 
, . ..,. , 

~f COI1Iparisoabut (4911) ia not; 11: is paraphraaed by (4gc). 

109. (a) aq'nati a ~oqw qwa qik. 

V 1 AC be-so COMP/l 

'I _heppy (more than) you are (ao)' 

1 V 

(b) Oq f lkatl a '~oqw sow'a. 

v 1 

'I·..-happy (to see what) J'OU (are doing)' 
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(e) Oq'Xkatl. s 'Io,yoqw s itSf. 

v 'I AC 1 2 

paraphi .. ea (1,), lit. 'I _bappy (for) me (to aee what) J'OU (are 

1 V 1 2 

d01ll&) , 

2. Some transitions amons syntactic relations, 

The initial syntactic relation assigned to a nominal ~ 

undergo a Uansition. 80 that the ult:imate 8yDtactic relation is 

not identical to the :lJ:dti;&l one. On the hierarchy of ayutactic 

relations! 

50. Syntactic hierarchy 

1 (subject) 

2 (direct object) 

3 (indirect object) 

othen (1ne1udiug Benefactive. Place, Tiu. IlUItl'UlleDt); 

it 1S p08sible for direct objects (2.1). 1ndirect Objects 
h·':> 

(2.2). and Benefactive; 1:0 advance. 

J'urthenaore,' it is possible for a nominal in a conjoined 

apr .. sion to taka oyer the ayul:actlc relatiOn of the latter 

(COaitative Floet, 2.4). 

BvLclently the ayul:actic relations in a causative construe

t1cill'~nderao a aWlar iransttlon (Clauae Vn10n 2.5). 

,Po .. ibly. llitinaht &lao sanctions Emphatic Float (2.6) and 
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Raising (2.7). The possibility of Retreats is discussed 

in section 2.8. In Chapter 3, the syntax of Possessors is described; 

both Possessor Ascension and Possessor Union are sanctioned in . 

lUtinaht. 

While transitions in N1tiDaht are optional in aome instances, 

1IaDy of thf!lll are obligatory when sOllIe 00III1na1 bearing a given s7'1-

tactic relation outranks a nolllinal with s higher syntactic relation 

so. on the cbain-()f-beina hierarchy (51). 

51. Chain-of-being hierarchy 

Speaker and listener 

(other) persona 

ADima1s 

Inanimates 

That is. a transition between syntactiC relations is sometimes 

obligatory vhen there is a discrepancy in rank between tva nominala 

on the tva hiersrchies (50) and (51). Manifestations of this con

ditioning are described below. 

2.1 Direct ob1ects 

The Patient of an action verb, such as ts'ogwcitl 'hit' is 

initially the direct object; the agent is initially the subject. 

The case aarkings prepoSitions are optional ~ 'No .. inatiye' for 

subject, and ~ 'accusative' for direct object. Sentences (52 

a. b. c) illustrate these syntactic relatione overtly. 

v Past Dec! NM 1 2 AC 

'John hit Bill' 

1 V 2 

(1)) L1ak1!:witl tbt ?a (?o~) tc'i.kwal ?sq John ~. 

v 1 2 AC 

'The dog licked John' 

1 V 2 

(c) Tsasli: 1s (?~) tc'Ilof.[l ?aq JOM ?iSyoqw. 

V NM 1 2 I.e 

'The dog is chas:i.ng John' 

1 V 2. 

Alternatively, the initial direct object may advance to 

subject. as in (53). 

53. <a> Ts'oqwcit1't t 1a (?o~w) aill ?oxwrt John. 

vIP Past NM 1 NH!P t 

(1)) Llak~witl'tt ?a (?o~) John 'oxwYt tc'!kwXl ?aq. 

VIR 1 t 

'John was bitten by the dog' 

'John is being chased by the dog' 
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Vben direct object advances to subject in Nitlnsht, the verb 

takes the Pass'ive suffix.::::!!1 (usually appearing in a phonetically 

reduced form). Also, the former subject loses that relation and 

becomes a chollleur (indicated by a circUllflax over the _ber of :l.ta 

fonaer relation; bere 1): the t takes the case of a I, i.e. nomin

ative ?oe. plus the suffix =!!!O, deletion of the &lottal stop 

produces !9.~. 

Networks for (52c), (53c) are displayed below. show1ua eyn-

tactic relationlli oo1y. 

52. (e) 

53. (c) tsasli't. 

~ 
tr-o\~l 

t.c'lk.l John 

If the initial direct object outranks the initial subject 

on the chain-of-heiua hierarcby, then that direct object .uat a4v_e 

to subject. . For -,le, first panon outranlca third perilon on 

this hierarchy. and tberefore the a4vancelllent is obliaatory in 54. 

TIle initial direct o1Jject is II8Il1feated bare as vlt:s..te auhject, 

iD the enclitic.!. 'I'. 

54. Ca> Ta'oqcit.l't. a John ?OfWtt. 

vip 1 t 

'.John hit .. '. literally. 'I vas hit. by John' 
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vIP 1 1 

'The dog is chasing me'. lit. 'I 8IlI being chaaecI 

by tbe dog' 

(c) Datcol1t s. 

vIP 1 

'He aaw me', lit. 'I was aeen' 
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First and second person are both of the bi&hest rank. Thus, 
i ... :,...· ... f 

whenever t~ ~ subject is third person; an4 the initial direct 

object is either first or second persOD, the direct object must ad_e. 

The sentence in 55 illustrates initial second person direu object 

that baa advanced. 

55. (a) Cok.q'adit 'aa John. 

VIP 1 1 

',John invited you', lit. 'You wer~ iDvitecJ by John' 

nu. the c:bain-of-bein& hierarchy ia. in part; 

first and second person 

third person 

When both aubject and direct object are f:l.rst or second person, 

thea no a4v __ t of direct object is poaalble. In1.t:tal tembood 

_t be retaiaecl: 

56. (a) Ditch a itat'o 

'I _ watc:hin& ,ou' 

1 v 2 



56. (b) COkWaq'ad s lt~. 

v 1 2 

'X'a iDvitilla )'OU' 

1 v 2 'you' 

(e) 0'8" S itlllf. 

V 1 2 

'X'awa1ttagfor you' 

1 v 2 

(d) Tsoqvcltl 1bt s lt~. 

v Paat 1 2 

'I hit you' 

1 V 2 

Ce) Tsoqweitl 1bt 1d it~. 

v 1 2 

'We hit you' 

1 V 2 

57. <a> Ts'oqwcitl t ?a a i8. 

V .paat~l 
'You hit me' 

1 V 2 

(b) Ts'oqwcitl"a 8 ow'ltcis. 

v Deel2 1 

'You (plural) hit me' 

1 V 2 
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57. (e) Ts'oqwcitl id ow'itci •• 

v 2 1 

'You (plural~ hit us' 

1 V 2 

(d) Cokwiq'ad ak s 1s. 

v Q 2 1 

'Are you :1nvil!tt1ng meP 

1 2 

When both subject and direct object are third person, then. in 

general, advancement of direct object is optional. This bas been 

illustrated in (52-53). as well as in (58} and (.59) below. 

58. WIdatssa?ap 'a llaptcW 'aq John 'oyoqv. 

v 1 

'The lightning scared John' 

1 2 

59. <a> Botca?ap ?a kwica ?aq John ~. 

v 1 2 

'The cigarette burned John' 

1 v 2 

(b) Botca'a!:I't '. John Jtw1cll 'aq 'oxwIt. 

vIP 1 1 

'John was burned by the cigarette' 

1 v 1 

However, sentences in which ulttmate subject is inanimate 

and ultimate direct object is animate are very rare. It seems 
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that the chain.-of-be1ng hierarchy is; 

first and second person 

I 
(other) animate 

I 
iu.an:llllate 

Indirect objects 

There is SOllIe eVidence that the recipient nominal .:!2hU in 

(37). although ultiaate direct object. is initial~indirect object. 

A question nominal obligatorily incorporates into the verb (for a 

certain class of verbs, including ?oye). However. it is a.general 

constraint in Nitinaht that only the .!nill!! direct object ean 

incorporate in this way. ~ question word incorporsted into ?oye 

represents the item transferred: therefore, it is thie nominal that· 

serves as initial direct object. not the recipient. 

For example. the ultimate direct object ot(60)lS first person, 

but this is not the incorporated nominal. Rather. tbe latter is 

~- 'what', which must then be the initial direct object. 

60. <a) Baq-~e 'X?is ik s isl 

V .Fut Q 1 2 

'What are you going to give to me' 

1 v 

The network of (60) is. tberefore. (60b). 

60. (b) 

is 
'you' 
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The initial indirect object incorporates into the Dative 

preposition: 

61. Atcise?s bt ik q'ots'sqtp1 

who/Dat Past 1 fruit? 

'Who did you give the fruit to?' 

In (62a). the initial indirect object advances to ultil:oate 

subject. This advancement is presumably in two steps: indirect 

to direct object, then direct object to subject. Evidence for this 

is. the presence of the Passive morpheme, associated with advance-

ment of direct object. Thus, the network for (62a) ~ust be (62b). 

62. (a) Baq-ay~ ?~?is it ik s John! 

whatIV Fut P Q I 

'What will John give to me?' 

1 

(b) 

The chain-of-being constraint extends to indirect objects 

as well as direct objects. That is, if the initial subject is 

outranked by the initial indirect object, then the latter must 

advance, via direct object. to subject. !bus tbe sequence of two 

advencements. 3 - 2 and 2 - 1. is obligatory in (63). 
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63. (a) Oye?t a q'ats'aqk. 

VIP 1 fruit 

'1 vas 8iven fruit' 

(1,) Vik5_~e?t s. 
1-

~good/v!a. 

37 

'(They) gave me 
( • t l . .-10'- .,... • •• ,") 

'
"' WA, ~,,, ... , ., 

_ethiua DO 800d. I' • 
1 

nothing/V Ia. 1 

'(They) give you lIOthing'. lit. 'Tou are given nothiua' 

1 v 
1.3 Benefactives 

Benefactivea are marked with the preposition ?6ts~ 'for' 

(64a), but are subject to the chain-ot-being hierarchy constraint. 

Thua. advancement of the initial benefactive to ultimate subject 

in (64b) is obligatory. 

64. (al OkwYl s bab?3 ?&q ?i5tSA¥d Roger. 

V 1 2 for lien 

'I sa making the basket for a.oaer' 

1 v 

(1,) 5kWIlib't s bab'o. 

v/n!p 1 b •• ~ ... " 

2 lien 

'She is making a basket for l1li\', 

lit. 'I _ beina made a baaket' 

1 V 
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This last sentence manifests the morphology both of Bene-

{active advancing to direct object and direct objectOadvanciua to 

subject. However. the initial lIenefactive can advance to direct 

object and then bear this as its ultimate relation: 

65. (a) OkwIl s tc'apats ?6t~ad yayqawt'aqs. 

V 1 2 for 

'I made a canoe for my friend' 

1 V 2 

Cb) Okwilip s tc'apats yayqawt'aqs. 

V/D 1 2 

'I _de Illy friend a canoe' 
.-

1 V 2 2 

Thus, the morphological side effect of Ben-2 advancement is 

the addition of the morpheme -k to the verb. 

To question a Benefactive, incorporation into ~~ is 

requirad. 

66. Xts-ts~ ik babowk? 

who for Q/you V 

'Who are you working fort' 

1 v 

1.4 Comitatives 

Sentences with a plural subject, e.g. (67a), have paraphrases 

with ultimate eiuauler subjects and a comitetive expression. marked 

by ?o?okwidolat ttogether with', ea (67b. c). 
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67. (4) ObJ:ts' 'at! t id its~. 

v then Paat 1 you 

'We talked about you' 

1 v 

(0) Ots'idm< ibt s itSll ?o7okwidokw yli. 

Past 1 you with he 

'I waa talking with him about you' 

(c) O'okwidokw obt s ya ?Oblits t sow'a. 

with Past 1 he v you 

'I was talking with him about you' 

1 V 

It ia possible that the initial syntactic relations for both 

(67a) and (67b, c) are identical: theae initial relations are 

manifested directly in the ultimate relations of (67a), where the 

initial firat plural subject is revealed directly by the ultimate 

subject enclitic iA 'we': network represents (67a): 

68. 

id 

)\ 
.(iy'a) ]Ji 

'I' 'he' 

itax 
'yo~f 

In (67 b, c), a part of the initial subject, that represent~na 

first person singular, has assumed ultimate subjecthood. Thus the 

39 
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remainder of the initial subject becomes a cbomeur. taking the 

preposition ?o'okwidokw 'with'. Network (69) shows the initial and 

ultimate relations of (67 b, c): these two sentences differ in 

word order because the chomeur phrase ?o?okwidokw if!. 'with Mm' 

functioDs as the topic of (67 c). and so precedes t.he verb. The 

aentence enclitics ~- ~~ come in second position according to 

Yockernagel1a Principle. 

69. ?l5b1fts' 

Conjoined nominal expressions are 'broken up' in other ways. 

For example, reflexivization may affect one of two conjuncts, which 

then shows up (by the regular reflexivization process ac a prefix 

-k(w)- on the preposition or verb: 

70. B5?as-rl s ?5-kw-tsa~ad 'ie sow'a. 

2/V 1 self for and you 

'I'm building a house for you and I' 

1 V 2 

lit. 'for myself and you' 

If a subject is one that normally encliticizes. e.g. first 

person plural. and yet contain a non-enclitid.zable. Doun, then both 

the subject enclitic e the DOun show up: the .ubject end tic 

40 
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t"eflects the number and pet"son of the entire subject. wh:U.t>! the non

encltidzes part will retain the conjunction 2!s. • and' • (Since 

there is no change in sr .... tical ralationa here, the prepoaition 

?o?okwidokw can't ahow up.) 

71. D? .. -n qo.y i4 'lie John. 

2/V used-to I and 

'John and I used to build bouses' 

lit. 'v. and John 

1 

An edditional use of -kidok-.r 'with' is shown below. 

Valcitl 1atls ?ad-tcidokw-sas. 

'I then 1 on1~th-just 

'I'll go-home then alone' 

1 v 

2.5 Causatives 

An intransitive verb such as kodokw- 'avake' may appear ae 

an independent verb, e.g. kOdOkw-Cit~ke-mom~ue' in (72a). 
A 

or it may incorporate into the verb -~ 'cause, make', bene.e 

the causitive kodo!tw-sa'ap 'awaken' in (12b). The nominal which 

functions of the subject of the intransitive is the (ultimate) 

direct object of the corresponding causative. 

72. (a) Kodokwcltl lbt 'Ia • 

(b) Kodokwsa'ap oht e. 

'Be woke up'~ 

'I woke hill!. up'. 

( 
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an intransitive verb into -(s)a'ap is fully productive. as the 

followins examples illustrate. 

73. (a) Tc'iXwatcit1 1a. 'He's frightened', 
• sllbt 

(b) OcIt s tc'ifwat/qwiy ?aqs wa'itc. 

i 1 

1 1 

.... ito/AOC '{il 

'Who did you frighten?' 

not 1 V 

'I don't ache, hurt' 

1 V 

nose/grabbed 1 i COMl' 1 V/passive 

'X was grabbed on the nose by Annie, (and) I wu burt' 

75. (a) Kitlcitl ibt 'Is llipot~ 'Iaq. 

V 1 

'Xhe bottle broke/shattered' 

1 V 

(b) Kitlsa'ap obt 7a ba'itlqats 'aq llipot~ 14q. 

V 1 2 

'The boy broke tbe bottle' 

1 V 2 

112 
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A transitive verb with an incorporated direct object partici

pates in a causative construction in the same way as an intransitive 

verb. 

76. (a) U-xvII ?as ba?as. 

v 1 

(b) )3?as-YI ?as. 

2/v 1 

2 

'You are (starting to) build a house' 

1 v 2 

(c) Ba1as-Tl-sa?ap s its~. 

1 2 

'I made you (start to) build a house' 

It is possible that the causative construction of N1t1naht 

reflects the transition of Clause Union. If this is the correct 

analysiS, then -sa?ap 'cause' is the superordinate verb of (72b), 

its initial direct object being ~ 'awake'. The initial subject 

of ~ then serves as the ultimate direct object of the super

ordinate causative verb: 

77. 
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This analysis, seemingly, does not make completely accurate 

predictions about the syntax of causatives in Nitinaht. and one 

might argue that a rather different syntactic process is involved. 

I briefly outline a few of the difficulties here and show that they 

are not insurmountabl.e for the Clause Union analysis. 

If the subordinate verb is initially transitive (and its 

direct object does not incorporate), then its di.ect object and 

subject should serve as the ultimate direct and indirect object.s, 

.respectively, in the causative sentences. There are two probleQs 

here: nominal representing the subordinate subject bears evioence 

of being (1) the initial direct ~. and (ii) the ultinate ~. 

object. of the causative verb -~. 

(i) In general, only the initial direct object of a verb (or a cociifier 

.of the direct object) may incorporate into the verb, and this is 

regardless of the ultimate syntactic relation of that initial direct 

object. Yet in the causative construction. the initial subject of 

the subordinate verb may incorporate, as in 7ga (cf. 78b). 

78. (a) Atc-s'ap ik tc'Iccitl ba?as ?sq. 

who/V Q/l clean house 

'Who did you make clean the house?' 

1. V 

(b) Tc'Yc-sa?ap s y~daqak ?aq ba?as ?aq. 

clean/V 1 2 house 

'1 =ade the child clean the house' 

1. V 2 
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However., since a lIIOdifier of a dependent n01llinal may incorpor-

ate in place of that nominal, it may also be possible tbat the 

subject of a direct object verb incorporate in place of that verb. 

Evidently, other dependents of the direct object verb ilia,. 
DOt incorporate :l.n its place,. hence the question (79a) auat be 

foned by double incorporation, so_thing which is in general 

possible (79b). 

79. (a) Biq-kwil-Kp ik q5?as 'aq? 

wbat/bulld/V 1 man 

'What did you lllake the man build? 1 

I v 

(b) Tc'apats-Yl-a1p s qo'as 'aq. 

canoe{build/V 1 2 

'I made the man bu:l.ld a canoe' 

1 V 2 

(ii) That the initial subject of the subordinate verb ahows up as 

the ultiJ:late~, not indirect, object (as 1u 78b), 18 explainable 

as an &dva_t. Thus the petwork for (71b) 1s: 

80. -sa?ap 

,idaqak ba'_' 

lJ5 
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One further property of causative constructions in Nitinaht 

is thet tbe initial dependents of the . subordinate verb. a.side fr01ll 

subject and direct object, Simply transfer to tbe causative verb 

witb the same syntactiC relation. For example, the subordinate 

benefactive of (80a) has advanced to direct Object of the super

ordinate verb. (This verb takes both.::i.e. showing benefactive 

becoming direct object; and -?Yt, showing direct object to subject 

advancement; the sequence contracts to abt.); Cf. (SOb). The Detwork 

fo~ (80a) 1a (SOc). 

house/build/V 1 2 

'Bob made me build a house for you' 

11t. 'I was made (for) you (to) build a bouse by Bob. t. 

1 v 
(b) Ji?as-il-ap s its~ ?ots~ad Bob. 

'I'm. making you build a house for Bob' 

(c) ~{s)a?ap 



2.6 £.."IJ!hasis 

NitiDabt has an ..,batle expression ~ I (b1) oneself' aa 

:Ill (81). 

81. RitakwisaClap s ~o'oltwx. 

V 1 DIPB 

'I took it off (by) ~8elf' 

1 V 

The word ~o?o~ consists of the definite prefix!2:., the 

reflexive -k(w)-, and the nominative preposition -~~. Pos81bly. 

this word forms a part of the initial subject of (81) together with 

£ '1', and the latter takes over that relation, the emphatic ?o?0ltwf 

then 'floating'. the ultima~e subject then encl1ticiaes as £. 

Bowever, It baa been seen in section 2.9 that even if a 

pronominal enclitic for the subject is used, there may be a non

encUticized nominal atill present as part of the ultimate subject. 

So. the ultiJ:late 8ubject of (81) could be .!.~. without ay 

emphatic float. 

I lack enough relevant data to decide this question. 

2.7 

In sentence (82a) , we would expect the first person pronoun 

to be manifested as the ultimate direct object of h5xwtaksa?ap 

'teach, cause to learn', but instead, it is the direct object of 

q'apr" 'be willing'. Evidently,:it h aa been ra1eed froa earlier 

cllrect object of ho1ftakSA'ap to ultimate direct oJ.ject of q'ipik •. 

48 48 

Thi8 is shown in the (simplified) network (82b). 

82. <a> Q'apIk ak s is ~wtaksa?ap D'idI:t'idq? . 

v Q 2 1 teach Nitinaht-lg 

'Are you willing to teach me the Nitlnaht language?' 

I 

(b) 

2 

q'apik 

is ~lJ'Wtaksa?ap 
'you' 

1 2 . 

D'Id'it'Idq s 
'J:te' 

We can see that.!. 'lIIe' is the ult.uate direct object of 

g'apak from the fact that it encliticizes within the clause goverue4 

by g'aplk. Furtpermore, a nolll1nal raised in this way can further' 

advance to $ubject of (the passive form) q'ape"k't: 

83. (a)~~4.t·pak q'apn't q5 ,. Ben h5l:wtaksa'ap D'id'itIdq? 

knqw Q/you V/PASSV COMP 1 i 
'Do you know if Ben is wilUng to teach lila Nitinabt?' 

COMPi V 1 

lit. 'Do you know if I am willing-ed by Effie to 

COMPI V i 

It aeema that the advancement of tbef1rst per$Od pronoun from 

direct object to subject cannot be vhile a dependent of ~wtaksa'ap 

'teach' but rather when raised to, ba direct object of g'sj?lIk 'be 

willin,', since it 18 tbe latter verb that shows the passive 
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Morphology: g'apalt't. 

lIowe¥er, at least two alternative analyses 1DUSt be considered. 

(~) Possibly, the ultimate d~rect object achie~es that relation 

through a Union Dot throuah Raising. (ii) If there is in fact a 

Union involved here, then possibly the ultimate direct object 

passes throuah a staae of beiDs subordinate subject: by virtue 

of the Union rule, the paas~v. aorpholoay would not be jl8Dj,feated 

in the subordinate verb. 

For DOW. I must leave these as open questions. 

2.8 letreats 

The Chain-of-Being Hierarch, described in section 2.1, hee 

beeD showo to constrain transitions in Ntinaht. 

Advanc~t8 of direct object, .indirect object, and benefactive 

are optioaal under certain circUlllStancea, but obligatory under 

certaiD circuastances vhere the above Hierarchy ia relevant. 

1 review briefly using the passive (advancement of direct 

object to subject). While (84). with botb iJl1tial subject and 

direct object beiDa third peraan aniJllates, is ar_tical in both 

the ective and passive forma (84a, b), (8S), with iJl1tal third 

person subject and firar peraon direct object is ill-foraed in the 

active (8Sa), but perfectly sramDatica1 in the ,.ssive (8Sb). 

84. <-) Tc·.i4wtaa"lap "la (op) bcniatc ?aq ~ lobin. 

y 1 ACe 2 
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'The deer frightened· Robin' 

1 v 2 

'lobin vas frightened by the deer' 

v 1 ACe 2 

literally '1I.obin piDchea me' 

1 v 2 

V/PASSV 1 1 

literally: 'I vas pinched by. Jtdbiii' 

1 v 

The interaction of the cha:i.n-of-BeingHlerarc'liY;'itb ;n'" ~.'.<".' 

sanctioned advancements is IIIOre general. For ex-ple, wh:11~· ~ '''t, 
initial benefactive,optionally to ult1Jlate ~trectobj aet(8'6bt~r" 

ultimate subject (86c) iftt is of equalhiera~c"icai r"anJr::~"re.s 

to the initial subject. the benefactive lIIust so· ~dvlinc.(1'n tjeueiili) 
if it outranks the initial 8ubject~aS stWw' in (87f. ' • ,~~ 

86. <a> Okwn jJ)t; ?a (70~Hary bab"llS ?lSt~ John. 

v 1 2 for' lieu 

. 'MarY aade • basket for Jolm' 

1 v 2 

so 



.. OJ}. OkwIl1p obt 'Ie. ('1o,w) Mary John l:Ialt~. 

VIB 1 2 

"Ifazy u.cIe John e beau t ' 

1 y 2 

.. 
v/a/PltSsv 1 1 

lit. 'John vaa made a basket by Mary' 

1 v i 
I'e ~actlYe of (87). the firat peraon a1n&ular. haa 

........ aucce .. 1vel,. to indirect object. direct object. and subject. 

1IMa tlla' 1Ieaefactive does Mt undergo all These &dvane_nts then 

uaar...et1cal ..utences result (e.g. *87a. b); thus only (87c) is 

cr .... lIeal. Theae judge-ents of gramaaticality are very strOD& 

... c&e.rcut; .oreover. there is abaolutely no variation among 

.,..... ef .1UDabt 1D these respects. A Jlitinaht person has 

.aff1.al~ ~ coa.cioualy repeat1n& word-for-word sentences like 

(*17 •• 'II). _dl as _ English-spealting peraoR would when abruptly 

fecefel~ _ l1l-foraed •• Dtence like ~o did they whi&per t~ 

"GIIa .. left teIIether. 

G. (a) jlQkw'Il ?a ('IofW) Mar,y bab71> 71>t •• d s(J,y·.). 

v 1 2 for 

11t. 'Hary fa aalt1n& a basket for _, 

1 y . 2 
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87. (b) *OkwT1ip ?a (?o~w) Mary s(~'a) bab15. 

v's 1 2 
.. 
2 

lit. 'Mary is making me a basket. 

1 v 2 

(c) OkWilib't s bab?5 ?oxwrt Mar,y • 

v,a/PASSV 1 2 i 
"Mary is making a basltet: for me' 

lit. 'I alii being made a basket by Mary' 

1 v s 

The condition that advancement is obligatory when a dlrect 

object. indirect object. or benefactive outranks the (lnltia1) 

subject on the Chain-of-Being Hierarcby accounts for the above 

observationa. 

There are some sentence patterns in Nitinahe which at first 

glance aeem to viIate the condition involving the Chain-of-Being 

Hierarehy. For example. in (88). the initial subject and benefactive 

are Mary and.!..C!I.:..!L 'I. me'. respectively. It is obvious that 

the initial benefactive outranka the subject on the Cbai~-of-Bein& 

Hierarchy, and a180 that any adva~cement rules have failed to apply. 

Our expeetation· ia that (88) will be an ill-fonoed pattern in lIitirlabt. 

but it :l8 1D faet perfeetly gra_atiea1. For example. the typical 

l:esctioa of a 'fluent speaker of Nitinaht to (*87a) is to correct' 

this s .. tence to' (88) • 
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v I 2 for 

The crucial feature about (88) is that the benefactive esse

-rkins preposition, nomally just ~~, takes here the affix 

.::!It (reduced by regular processes to ~ad' it) • 

Since the affix -?it is in general assigned to a chollIeur 

(or to a verb having a cbomeur). the above observations lead to the 

hypothesis that the express1on~ad'it ~ in (S8) is an ultimate 

chomeur, and so for this reason does not count as a violation of the 

Chain-of-Bains Hierarchy condition on ultimate syntactic relations. 

At least two mecMniSllls for effecting the demotion to chomeur 

have been proposed, cf. KIokeid (1976a) and Postal (1976). A rather 

different analysia has been explored in Klokeid (1976c). 

Not only benefactives, but othe~ dependent nOMinals demote 

to cho1lleur ill the same way, i.e, with the function of elimiDating 

violation of the Chain-of-Being Hierarchy condition. Here. I present 

an ~ple of a demoted direct object (89c). 

89. Ca) Yilt s ~bop tc'Ikwal ?aq ?Oyoqw. 

not I V 2 ACe 
'I don't recognize the dog' 

1 v 2 

(b) Yik't s ~p't tc'!~~l ?aq ?ofWIt. 

not/PASSV 1 VIPassv i by 

'The dog doesn't recognize me' 

lit. 'I SIll I19t .recognized by the doa' 

1 V i 
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89. (c) Wik ?a ~abop tc'Ikw~l ?aq ?oyoqwi?t s. 

not Decl V I ACC/PASS I· 

tThe dog doesn't recognize me' 

3 • Possession 

At least three semantically distinct kinds of possessions 

exisu(iJ-(iii); in addition, there are less readily classifiable 

possessors (iv). 

(i) Part_hole relation. The whole is the 'possessor'; 

the part is the 'possessed'. The most common manifestation of the 

part-whole relation is in the area of body part expressions, e.g. 

.!!!I~, kokodokwsi?t 1ags 'ID)' hand(s) ~; your ear. p'ip'T?t 1'" 

'your ear'; ~idab -it ?ag llapoti!lY ?ag 'the ca!, of the bottle' 

(ii) Kinship. The specified kinship relation is the 'possessed', 

while the person having that kin is the 'possessor'. For ex4Cple, 

my mother. ?ab?eqs-~k ?ag s 'my mother'; his daughter, hitxaw'Tlib-

IX ?ag 'his daughter', 

(iii) Ownership and control. The owner is the 'possessor', 

the item which is owned is the 'possessed'. For exampl.e, !!Iy axe 

hisiy'ak-kw ?aq s 'my axe'; your house. ba?as-kw lk 'your house'. 

(iv) Miscellaneous. Included here are such expressions as 

my picture; semantically. they are unlike groups (i-~ii). but are 

morphologically related to possession. 

(Type (1) has been traditionally called 'inalienable' 

possession. and type (iii). 'alienable • possession.) In the three 
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sections of this chapter, I deal witb types (1, ii, and iii): 3.1 

c:overs ownership aad control; 3.2, pa-ct-whole relations; and 3.3 

kinship. In Nittnaht, the syntax of each is distinct. 

Ownership and control 

One way to express ownership or control is as follows. 

The possessed nominal under th&ownership-control relAtion takes 

the suffix~; the possessor appears, with the complementizer 

(definite determiner) ?aqLgIk, in the allomorph used for subject 

of a clause. Thus: 

90. TlaWK 7. John ,i,bis-okw ~.q s. 

v 1 car /POSS the 1 

'John is-near·. my ear' 

v 

If the possessor is a nominal. then it appears immediately 

after the possessed nominal (9la). or else preceding it (9lb). In 

the former instance, the possessed suffix -OKw is used, but in the 

latter. the possessor takes the su£fix~. »oth forms are used by 

younger generation of Nitinaht speakersj it seems that the second 

mode of expression is based on an English way of expressing the 

ownership relation. 

91. (a) Tlawii s ,~ibis-ok'" ?aq q5?as ?aq. 

V 1 car/POSS the man the 

'I _ear the man's car. the car of tbe man' 

1 V 
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91. (a) Tlawa 8 John-s ~aq x~ibis. 

'I am near John's car' 

56 

An alternative way of expressing ownership is possible ill 

Nittnaht: it finds no parallel in English. The initial possessor 

assumes the syntact~relation of indirect ob:Ject. and ~~e possessed 

does not have any overt morphologieal marking. 

Thus (91a) is paraphrased by (92). Rere, the possessor has 

advanced from indirect object to direct object, and so the verb takes 

the suffix -tdp. 

92. Tlawa-tcip 8 q5?as ?aq ,~ibi8. 

v 1 2 

'I am near the man's car' 

1 2 

We can see that the possessor has become the ultimate direct 

object in the sentence pattern of (92). in that the possessor en

cliticizes in direct object form if it is non-third person. as in 

(93) • 

93. Tlawii-teip s it~ ~i~ibis. 

V 1 2 i 

'I am near your car' 

1 2 

The conversion of initial possessor to indirect ob ject is 

called Possessor Union. 

If Possessor Union fails to apply. 3S in (94a). then no 

violation of the Chain-of-Being Hierarchy condition is observed. 

But when Possessor Union does apply. then a potential violation 
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of that condition arises in circumstances like that exemplified 

by (94). and so advancement of indirect object to ultimate subject 

is obligatory. as in (94b). 

94. (a) TlaOi?a qo?as ?aq ,~ibis-olcw ')aq s. 

v 1 car/lOSS my 

'The man is-near my car' 

1 v 

(b) Tla~-tcib't s ,fXlbis qo?as 'aq. 

V/Passv 1 1 

'The man is near my car' (literally, 

'I am-neared the car by the man' 

1 V 1 

This form of expression, sharad by all generations of Nitinaht 

speakers, quite clearly does not reflect influence by English, or, 

say, Chinook Jargon. 

Sentences with initial indirect objects may acquire second 

indirect objects through Possessor Union. In the known examples, 

it appears that both of these advance to direct object, but that 

the higher ranking nominal (with respect to the Chain-of-Being) serves 

as the ultimate direct object. 

95. Oyi!-tcip sits, poko qo'as 'aq 'oyoqw • 

v . 1 2 2 man ACC 

'I gave your basket to the man' 

1 2 

Some additional examples of Possessor Union involving the 

ownership/control relation follow. 

96. (a) Atca?tik s kow'al-ibt tIlla. 

i Q 1 V 
.. 
2 

'Who stole my money!' .. 
1 V 1 2 

(b) Wik s t'aqWik ?oiW!t qo s Dick sOkWitl-ibt talla. 

not I believe by COMP 1 i v 

'I don't believe that (it was) Dick (who) stole 

COMP i 

ay money'. 

1 2 
(c) ~X'ak-ibt 'as y!lqa qo?as caci. .. .. 

1 that 1 2 

'That man doesn't-know your name. , .. .. 
1 v 1 2 

(d) Ha'ok obt id itSl$ 'ats'aqk. 

V PAST 1 2 

'We ate your fish' 

1 V 2 2 

No possessor union occurs in (97). 

97. (a) Wik , 

not Iaper v 

'Don't pull my glassesP 

V POSS 2 

2 

v 

»AT lOSS 
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97. (b) Batct't ows id tc'ikwlil-ok,i 'aq y'ilqa ql5?as'. 

V/Passv might 1 i POSS 

'That man's dog might bite us' . 

POSS i v 1 

Other ways of expressimg owner~hip: space precludes 

describing th~ bere. 

3.2 Part-Whole relationship 

If an initial (intransitive) subject or direct object is a 

body part, then the possessor of that body part typically assumes 

the relation of ultimate subject or direct object, respectively. 

For exazple. the initial subject of (98a,b) is p'ip'i 'ear(s)'; its 

possessor, tbe first person singular bas assumed ultimate subject-

bood, as we can see from the fact that it exc1iticizes within tbe 

clause according to Wackernagel's principle. The verb here takes 

tbe suffix which is underlyingly ~: 

98. (a) nsoqwi?t s p'ip'T. 

v 1 ear 

'Ky ears hurt', lit. 'I hurt ear' 

1 V 

(b) Osoqwi't owis s p'iptT. 

v might 1 ear 

'~ ears might hu~t' 

The network for (98a) is (99): the initial possessor ~, 

1.e. it assumes the syntactic relation borne by its governer, here, 
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subjectbood. The suffix ~ records the ascension. 

99. ?5soqwi?t 

o 1 

1 i 

p'ip':r 

POSS 

s 

Possessor ascension is possible with direct objects as well. 

as in (100): the verb suffix 2!!. is absent here. 

(100) .Wik , s tci'1t1 p'ip'i. 

not lmper w V 

'Don't pull my ear', lit. 

V 2 

'Don'~ pull me (on the) ear' 

V 2 

(Possibly, the absence of the suffiX~ here is evidence 

that Possessor Union, not Possessor Ascension,is at work. However. 

we would expect to see tbe morphological side effects that woulc 

be ultimately triggered by Possessor Union, and yet these are absent.) 

Possessor Ascension is impossible if the possessed n~nal 

is neitber direct object nor subject of sn intransitive. For eT~le, 

in (101), the nominal J! 'I' is subject of a transitive verb: to 

express the possessed nominal, an instrumental pbrsse must be resorted 

to. (The direct object. though, haa undergone Possessor Union --

see immediately below, also, for the internal morphological forms of tbe 

instrumentsl expression, see below.) 
60 
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101. Tco~ ... 'Citl-ip s John qwaqwatqatsib ?~waw'a1 ltokodokwrit 

v 2 
.. 
2 with INSTIl 

?aq s. 

Det POSS 

'I tickled John('s) foot with my hand' 

1 v 2 POSS INST1\ 

Body part expressions also seem to permit Possessor Union. 

For example. the initial direct object of (101) above must be 

gvagwlltgatsib 'foot', with a possessor John. l2!!a is evidentally 

the ultimate direct object of (101), and it must have arrived at 

tbat syntactic relation by advancement from indirect object: the 

suffix .::!E. on the verb of (101) marks advancement of ind:l.rect to 

direct object. Now. the only way for the possessor of a direct 

object to become an indirect object is by Possessor Union. Thus 

the network for (101), anoring the instrUlllent expression. 1e (102). 

102. tco:pdtl-ip 

a 

However, instances of Possessor Union with body part ex

pressiOns is rare. 

The internal form of the instruaent expression in (101) ia 

iaterestiag. in tbat the JlGsseased noainal unifests the suffix 
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~, which we have previously seen to be associated with Possessor 

Ascension, as well as with Advanc~ent of direct Object to subject. 

In fact, the typical way to express a part-whole relationship, in 

a contexl: where Possessor Ascension· (as well as, perhaps. Possessor 

Union) is impossible. is wil:h this form. i.e.; body part + suff;tx 

-?1t; encl1ticized determiner 1!9.1~. eneliticized possessor (1n 

the same form. as for a subject). SOllIe ex8IIIples of such expressinns 

in isolation are given in (103). 

103. wad"Iq 'throat' 

• Diy throat' 

'your tbroat' 

dits' 'nose1 

dits'I7t ?aq s 'my nose' 

dits'i7t n 'your nose' 

Yet another mode of expressing the part-whole relation exists 

in N1Unaht, although il: is not uaed as extenSively by contemporary 

speakers as vas evidentally the case with earlier generations. The 

possessor of an initial direct object ascends. and the possessed 

_1nal incorporates into the verb, as a suffix. &8 ;(,D (104). 

104. (a> Wik s qwas'o~w John bobo-dk-o?p. 

DOt 1 on purpose 2 viZ/cans 

'I didn't burn John's hand on purpose' 

1 v 2 

Uta 'I didn't hand~burn John on purpose' 

2 
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104. (b) BobO-kwits'-awob't s John 

v /i/ caus/Passv " 1 1 

tJ~hn burned my fRot' lit. 
1 V 1 2 

'I was foot-burned (b) John' 
1 i/V 1 

(c) Bobo-dk-o?b't s John. 

VI '2 
.. 

1 1 

'John burned my hand' 

i V 1 

lit. 'I was hand-burned (by) John' 

1 i/v i 

The possibility of Ascension/Incorporation also exists with 

intransitive subjects (the causative morpheme is absent here): 

lOS. (a) BobO-kwits'l a?tl s. 
A 

vII now/then 1 

'I burned (my) foot' 
... 

1 V I 

lit. '1 foot-burned' 

1 i I V 

(b) BobO-kwits'l a?tl ?a John • .. 
V / 1 I 

'John's foot got burned'. lit. 

'John foot-burned' 

1 i Iv 
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Incorporation as a suffix is not unique to body parts; 

several locative expressions typically incorporate in this way, 

especially in the speech of elder persons; incor?oration is less 

exploited by younger s~eaker8 in general. a?parently. In any event, 

incorporation in Nitinaht seems to be somewhat more restricted 

overall than in the related langusges to the north. However. I 

cannot stste the restrictions with any certainty. 

3.3 

A kinship relation can be expressed by placing the possessor 

nominal in front of the possessed nominal. and suffixing .=2!2! to 

the latter (106a), a pronominal possessor will encliticize (106b). 

106. Ca) Wih~tl i x~da?ak'ictc ?aq ~atcibisiqi8-kw ?aq? 

where Q little-girl brother 

'Where is the little girl's brother?' 

(1,) Tcot<:<»:wsts'awitl ?a John ya4aqk-kw ?aq s •. 

v 1 2 POSS 

'John tickled my child' 

I v POSS 2 

Possessor Union is possible in kinship expressions. In (107) 

the posse8sor of the direct object has become the indirect object 

by 1'osses80r Unionl then, because of the Chainooof-Being iU.erarchy 

coDBtraint, it hils advanced, via direct object, to .ulriloU subject. 
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'Johu tickled ay child' 

i .. 
2 v 1 

I1t". 'I vas tickled (by) Johu (outhe) chiU) 
... 

1 v 1 

The oetworlc for (107) is: 

loa. tc~wtc~wate'awitl-1b't 

yidaqak 

S 
~S 

Appareutl)', kioahip expreseioos also pe~t Possessor Aacenslou, 

as ill (109): here, the possessed suffiX.:!!: 18 as&110acl to the verb. 

109. Ca} liEts'l,y-n ak yl:liaqlc! 

V I Po.s Q/l i 
&Is your ch1ld colll1oaT' 

1 i 

lit. 'Are you coaillg child?' 

" 1 v 1 

TQe transitioo from 1ll1tial,to ultimste s),otactic relatione 

.uat be as 1 bave h~re deecribed. 1>ith ao 1IItr8JUli~ve vub, 001,

the ultimste ~bj"C c:aa produce 8A 1IIlcl11:1o fora. Beau. the 
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ultimste subject of (110a) auat be yayadady 'childr-:n', .as sho.wn 

by the encl:1tic!!! 'they'; 111 (l1Ob). the ultilaate .ubje~t is' 

iIlstaad.!. Ii' . 

110. Ca) Ap~ 7al y~:dqi¥.;k ?aq s. 

V they 1 . 1'055' 

'Hy chi1dreu are hid:blg' 

POSS 1 v 

'My children are hidioa I .. 
1 1 v 

lit. 'I hide, childreu' 

1 V 1 
The netwOru for (110a, b) are (lIla. b) , rupect1vely. 

/ 
lll. (a) 

(b) 

:ri 

yayidaqiy-ik : 

'JPOiS' 
S 

5 
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