
SUBJECT AND OBJECT IN NEZ PERCE (roc-v.) 

Noel Rude 

o. Introduction. l In Nez Perce there is a three way 
distinction in the syntactic function of NP's. The 
subject of a transitive verb suffixes nim (which also 

. -
marks the genitive), the subject of an intransitive 
verb is unmarked, and the object ot a transitive verb 
suffixes~. Nez Perce is of special interest to 
syntacticians and typologists, not only because ot 
this three way distinction, but also because 
transitivity, case marking, and word order are 
governed by differing semantic': and pragmatic criteria. 
This paper is intended as a briel description ot some 
of these criteria with reference to simple sentences. 
~asic uses of verb and NP inflections will be shown 
tirst,2 and then certain restrictions on the use of 
these inflections will be considered. 

In this paper the term ergative (ERG) means 
simply the subject of a transitive verb, nominative 
(NOM) means the undifferen.tiated subject of either a. 
transitive or intransiti-ve verb, and accusative (ACe) 
means the syntactic object of a transitive verb. This 
use of £!,g§l~lli (loes. n.ot imply tl'w·,t Nez Perce has ft 

c()rres~!)ondinl'f, e.bsolutlv·e c·a.se c 'but m;9J.'el;y the:l; an 
• "- ~",,_ ... ~_ ... n ___ .... _,""· • 

verb.. §. symbolizes the subject 'of an illtransi ti va 

verb .. 
1 ~O Verb iIiflectio.,:E:o Separa.te morphemes index: person 
and number in the verb, as can be seen in Table 1. 
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, 
p,~ 'rhird person ergati va and accusE.;, t::L':,'e (:~~n.G) 

1. First or second person erGative (l~'~BG) 
2 .. Firs't or second person 8.cct~sa-:-;ive C }2Aca 

3.. 'J:hird pe:~scn posse ssed, in '"::CE:lSit5 .. vc; fiU·D~.!f: 

¢ First or secon.d person intraru:;itivG 5l'~jec:t; 28) 

hi:;' Third person nominative (3NOr;) 

pe Nominative pl1.:U:-c:l,l (NOMPL) 
" neet=l Accusative plural (ACCPL) 

Table 1. SyntactiC i'unct:Lons of 'viub agreeiel.l.t p ·lxe:3 

~he prez'ix ?t! indexe;,i fi.rst or s!?:I!.crid PE:.:"<:;n. for yi;b, 
~ ~ 

the ergative and accu.sa.tive caseB~·'· The ~1:'ga·;;iv.i~~ 

(third person) and 'le. (firs't or :38coud ];"!(:;!'.::-.son) E 

the nominative 2ti (thi~'d person) f..u'e obli,-::;::d;~n'J 

mar:i<:ers. But?~; as acc"lsati va (first or ;::~co:a.d 

:person) seems to be 8Jl optional lNlr\:er.. 'I'-:.e p11.: 
,-

markers l2!!. and £?..f.:..:.'i are apparently ()bligat )ry wb 
eve'x> \'~bY.ta:1Ttyk'i·s "'nf1fJ m~ke~'1'dir.;~ct~ "0lIl:- t.o.er ac,- :::., iat2!d. . 

. ",", J,' X~iit Jju' g'h ';(.+ J<: f~ ~ [ ; ;~e f)i~ 0 ta-f'tt th':t ~·jO.e d:',J iff t-''ffi ~ \\"f" :lr 
l~r. .... -.U .. U LI. • ..£!.. '1 ~';'. '5! ~ It ~ ..... ..., J.... .. 0 t,J ·.1_.. ..., .~. 

'\;itth . '~n j if t\;~"b~:8~useIJHf ~6w&r ~llUifmdiity : tl!i~;'J 2' ! fiiitI~. I 

L6dd':{rt'lt.i .J~w~ !"§;g )eifH§r8<Qf~18f;-;'~l- 'M~ e~~~d(r8~ik ~ '. -- ~:.;,- --. .,,~.,-" 

L;lP~8(.:~ C"i., t; .f:L91J;c~If:.r/'>~ ""-Eif." [jjT(t,TXGd., lrfm ('\Plcp ~.'J:) 
1.1" I:1?.:'~~2:r~ .~~~.<- Table 2 (li.~;pla.ys tJ.d sul . :~.e:;/ 

Su.bject 

1 person 
2 person 

1 person 

("'e )";'Ie~p 

t?~ ')h-, -i ~,. 
'~ .... ,t .... Il..J....,J... 

.:' ;...\ 
, z· 

~.? pers0.\: 

C':e )?e-

-. ,. 

:x:i ve) 
erson 



() 
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ob~j:· .: person agre~'n:.(;ii:; marke:,('s J:n)J.'a.l.U_~SJ:llat1.cal1.y" 'llhe 

ho:(': )ntal ro'ws reprf:)sent the .:person of thf~ subject ~ 

the ",rtical colwu.n.s indicate t.he perf:Hm oi" the 

ob~J 1; ') if any. Note that th8rs are several potential 

SOL ',5 of ambiguity here'}; SOD.e of them are resolved. 

b~T :'E.~ctiunc.l s'ui'fb.6S, eX. eX<3 . .mples (5) and (6). 

1 ~) " ~ Trarlsitij .. ve "PI'·'€-~f~Lxes"lt .fl.$ can b~~ seen in. Tab:l.a --........ --~--."'" .~.-...... .....,. 

2'11 .. and po occur e::;::clusively with transitive verbs. 

'Ib,,'" ingle morpheme :p.e indicate~; ::d. ... 'T~ultaneousl:f a 

th5 person subject and (3, third perDon objec'G t as in 

ex'les (1) tc' (~i) '. 
(li {pia?-nim ue-"ewi-ye we\>f1'.tkiye-ne 

·,.":Jla?·":ERG ~RG-~shoot-J?AST elk-1WC 
~:ipla'» shot" an f:lk' 

~·-yo~)?-ce p:L:U.ept lekl.iin··ne 
,EHG-awai t-'PPES four 0' clock-J:l.CC 
He/she is wHiting for four o'cl.ock! 
" , -!:,S\aqo ~-kl)-saaqa. 

llreadjY ,3LRG-'go'·'PAST 
He/she alread.y did it ,to hirr'/be',::" 

Th,:'re'fix .:.!. serves t:hrec functions ~ The follc'v-Yi:3g 

fi'~ 

(~:; , 

~ •. 1 l' ' .. '. 

) exar;lpl:es lllustrate its US\I iTI"eferencing a 

j or second :per50n aCGusat~iv(!. See Table 4- for 

)sndent pronouns. 
~ imen';:' .:_~ - hi. i -y()~o? --cix 
?ou+AGC2L ;~ACC-3N01'1~·awai t-Plill,)+NOtlPlJ 
~They EJe waitillg for you all! 

') e,·-'?e··v:)~()-:' "-nu'" 
, ... ....:..,.,:. C'("::,>,)~;ol:~C"'~- , ... ~ '_FT'TTTr;'l1:" .L ~ c.· .. 'J 1} c~, " I a~"'C'I.,,.t I!,., U.;:'fJ.;. 

tI w:t 'ivait; fO"t:' you' (the IDosi TlEcturaJ mean5 .. :1g) 

? ~:~ '" ') I:: ·~yo:;o? '-llll''? k1.lnl. 
"1 Tr"C:·":Y:<"RG-awa1." ·t··,FUm'fTD-r;' ,'-h'; ,i-l'1"''''' ... ft <J., ,,~ __ 11 . . .... U.!.l ... , L •.. ,. ~J .,_ .\. 

~ You.vill \!i.~lit;(o:t' me I 
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or ~,'oni rson objeGt. 

(7 )',mene :' a-hi:\. --yo{:o?-cix 
'lu+PL'L',GC 2ACC-·:)N0r1-awai t-I'RES+NOUPL 
':heyar e wa.i ting' for you (plural)' 

(8) :-?e-yo~o?-nu? 
.2ACC-l 't2ERG-awa'i.t-I~IUTURE 
: will wait for -YQu! (the usual meaning) 

(9) ::-?e-yo~o?-nu'?kuln 
\.CC-2.EHG-awai t-FUTUF3+hi ther 
[on will wait for ~I 

A S'-' ')nd syn.tacti.c function of ?e is to a.gree with a 

fi.l:' or second person ergative NF, as can be seen in 

(8;ld (9) above, and in (10) to (12) belowe (Note 
thEI ;)e ~ ?ew / ? h) - , 
(Ie:, "ew-'?n{-me walc 

~-rnG-F:;"ye-PAST+hither knife 
ayou gave me the knife' 

(11 :;>ew-?rd .. -ye woolac-na 
1,2ERG-give-PAST Uoolac-ACC 
e Yys:u gave it to \.joolac t 

( '... ."t. f 1?: waaqo J.l,n ?e-s~we-ce 
already I IERG-cut-PRES 

l .. I· 

fm.I': 

wit'. 
ill. r ... 

(1 

'I am already cutting it' 

,. In~~si ti v~ £~efi~~.. The third. syntactic 
ion of ?e that \,'e will con.sider is its agreement 

a possessed third person subject of an 

<115i ti vo verb. Compare the following. 

t\aama hii -Roomay-ca 
;nan 3iJOl"I-hurt-PRE;S 
~ The man is injll,red 5 

haama~'nim huusus ? a-ioomay-ca 
man-GSN head. 3S-hurt-PRES 
~ The i;"an 1 s head. hurts I 
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;~ :L5) '') lir-.:i.m ?e-",H-B t f.~ ?."..;;~,~ 1..L.. I.l~ ~~ ... :,1 

L:y :S -l:-t::; .. ··P.t;{ZEi '(;;o()k 

< It .is D1.:)I' t)l~i::l!':" 

Of,) haam;.l·-ntw c:l .. tjaamqa.l p.a-kcn:.tp'-e 
11l::J-Il-·GEl'i dog :Yl:;RG-hite-PAST 
':I.'he max.!.' s clog bi.t \oIc!olac ~ 

Yi'O ").1 a.1.~;'" .0.& 

\.':oolac: • .. ,ACG 

Ir,+;r.a:nsit:tv'e varos,2.!'e ullUlarked. .fDr agreemen.t wiijh 

.f:Lc,l';t; or l:.ec::.ond p€':r:3on. s'u'bj{'~ctul ~he pr .. ~fixe3 ~ and 

:~~: .. ~.At:(j,rrtLLn.e tI.'alls:1,.tivi ty EnrB;~l In i.mperatiYr:la,~ c,'t. 

exrunplet~ (19) and (20)" 

(17) o;iin 0- ttl.ifl-S so<oyil'3.PQO 
1 rS-·tlli-·PR1~S '.fll:i tie lllOO.:l, 
~ I an a w:~i tel:'Jau I 

( " ~,) j "l { ?i.',"i ,., {~" f' J.c" c !l.l.a\ll. .I. ... , v.1~-!!:tl11."',5;; 
l~f Yl,)ll ;~!]~f~~~; ........ :.? .. ~::~::.::~ 

~ , 
? t :Lu.~·ltt~,? ~ t.~:":: 
r ~'~f.I" ''''0 ""';1"'''''1''-

, >~ ...... ";.l . .:J.' ",' .... ~ -:; .,Y 

tIf you go I 

(J.9J ~"~cj"kl{i-ll 
2S-rf.!tllrn ,-JJ<]? 
8 Go [wme t " 

will sv,x't:;ly go toC)' 

(20) '~.~-sepe-~wil'~'n 
':~E: G··CAUSE ·'C:T.'y-lln: 
~ .!'Iaki3r him/her' cry! ! 

'The prefi,x hii. ri:;,~'eren,zas in the predicate third 

'person ncminatj,,'~-e subjects as loagas there is Zlet 

t~ird person obJect. 
(21) tlPSB')S h{J,--we,_·,:, 

T:tp£C3~"" s !Jii(Jl:r'-be-~PP.ES 
G Tip 5 a.",1 :s 1.S 11,~ '<~ Perc!,(~ I 

(22) h:.i·"ki-ce wewllkiye--n:im 
;1~Orr -. S 0 e'"'PRE 1'3 f~ 1 k -,ERG 
":Ph€! ~ lk EtHHl mf~ (Y::>1;':' ~ UB)' 

( 2 3) me e hi j .... hi.;i.ELILfl 

VI i:,\,e 1" El :51rCl1. "4103. r: 
fi!l,rn€~.re 1.:3 thE'; tlF\ll.~' 

(24) :t1.9p3::Efp'··pe 
:L:'?:,T",ruy":~ n 
~H,e th i.n 



1 i\ !' ; .\~ l.lID'j e·'} '- n p(~t't'~~i t,~~,i.~ . 
• -"'''~' •. --'' ~ , ... "'J. ... ~ ••••• " ..... 0-_ 

e.D.'· 

num 
t;b':, 

(2\ 

(2( 

( ",.' e:. '. 

a 'W'. 
~. 

ot. 

no: 

( ;; . 
.', 

( 

.;ea direction ( :.l.i.thert or I tlnther') as well O.E, 

.'r' agreement wit)). 8.. nominative sut.'ject., Compare" 
ollowing .. 
?aw-?ni-se ,"~~' 

- , - ,\l). 

1 t 2ERG-gi ve-PRES+NOMSG .., 
'I am giving it to him/he~/10u' 
?ew-?ni-s{ix 

:, I 

.1 ~2ERG-give-PRE::)+NOMPL 
'h'"~ are givlng it to him/her/you' 
bii-,;.d.i-ce . (28) hi1-w!i-cix 
3NOM-c ry-PRES +N Ot:1SG ,NOl'l-~ry-PltES+NOHPL 
tHe/~11~ is crying' tThe.z; are crying' 

qo?c hii-'wece-~itffi:,E . kaa hii-kUu-ye 
still 3NOM-d.an':::e- RF+KOMPL and 31~01'1-go-PEru' 
''!'hey were still dancing when he/she le.ft' 

singular and. :pI 'J..ral fo:t:'"Cls of an aspect are 

.able th.en n~'ber agreement wi tb the subject is 

;atory~ For those aspectual 5u..ffixes that do not 

.1a m.:.mher the prefix ~ agrees w5.th a plural 

,>,ct. The third person ergativ~ p.£ and the 

'l.ative plural I2.§'. are distinguiE'had by position, 
;~currence, and Etress. 

hii-W!i-~ 
;NOM-cry- ERF+NOMPL 
• ~he:I were CI';J-1.ug t 

kah"itu 0.-'R§-1-:Uu-ye 

'(31) , l!j:i ~wii -'"!l.e 
3NOM-NOMPL·-cry-·PEF.li' 
'Th~Z cried' 

and wha.t 2S:':'KONPL-do-PAST 
I Then ll1hat did "you ~ do'? i 

k ?'t' n~-} -aa. 1, u ..t.;£. .. ,uu ye 
and what 5f~nG-dc-PAST 
t ThEin what did b.E}/~ d.c to hi~/~.? ~ . , "',. 
h~J. -1?,~-w:ece--yu ". 
3Nm1'''NOMPL-danC':e--FUTURE 
~ Th.2,.Y will b(~ dancing~ 

6 

(35) hii-~-hex-ne 
3NOf'1·-NOf"ITlL-see-PAS'f 
'~hEU: saw me/you' 
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11 plural object '1.S Ludext»d i..n the verb bY' Q~'§.' Verbs 
, .. 

wi th ~ !l'u.st be subject mark("~d with £~t ~_, or &1,. 
~~he order of verbal person .LIl.flections is object
subject, as already s-sen in examples (4) to (9). But 
the order for numb&r markers is subje'~t-object, as 
shown in oxamples (38) and (39) l)elow. 
(36) weet ?a-naas-mi&i-sa 

QUEZrrCN 2ERG-ACCPL-he 9.r--PRES 
'Do you hear ~~~. (possibly ~~) 

( ) , , ,. 
37 woolac-nim pH-neec-?ni'-ye tli '?mes 

Yoolac-ERG 3ERG-ACCPL-gi ve-PAST bo<.,k 
'Woolac gave ~ a book' 

(38) leas. kanaa hii.-pe·-mies-hex-ne 
and there· 3NOH-NC!1PL-AGCPL-see-PAS'r 
'Then they saw us there' 

, , 
(,9) kaa konaa pe-pe-nees-hex-ne 

and there 3ERG-Not1PI,-AGCPL-see-PAS'I! 
"Then they saw them there' 

_____ . ___ ._u __________________________________________________________ _ 

(pe) (nees) Stem (Suffix) 

NU1T!.ber 

Aspect 
Number (NOH) 
Direction 

--------------------------------.......... --------------.--------.. ~ 
Table 3. Inflectional slots in the Nez Perce verb 

2.0 9.9.R~i ti..2..I?-~ 2!! ~ !!la.£k~§.. In this section we 
will diocuss 'briefly some criteria that decide 

transi 1;iv:tt;y and case marlr.ing in Nez Perce simple 

sentences. These criteria. i..nclude person, .number, 
possession, wheth.er the object is ef.fected or affected. 
total1:r or partially affec-t(~d, inanimate 01." _humal1) and 

whether the subject is :n.ew or oldin.format;:ton .. 

? 



? ( . 
1.1 

, 
nun 
.}o im 

J.UC'. 

tra.n 

ver1-; 
~~ .. as .' 

be t 

in t~ 

thir 
not 

the 
mark 
inde·· 

not 
gen:5. 

tran 

the: 
a tl' 

the 

'you' ",.. t 
"J.mUQ 

: he/ 811'-: /i·t ' "ipr.:.1.m 
, . 

nuun~m ; '¥'Ie t 

, (I'.··· '11th t 'you ,': .• / . ey ?i.meem 

T.:hle 4.. Independent pro:a.ouns 

?lime 
?ipne 

, 
nUWle 

"'imene 

::!,~O .. E' The non-thi.rd person ergati Vt~ verbal 

:rion:'~'i': .. ~ ~i' 00U.l'Sf~ 'i' specifies a verb as , 
·;ll,~e·. :I:he tbj.rd person ergati va EQ t however t is 

}ly :Lf the object is also ·third·person.- Thus 

'Tith t drd person subjects are undifferentiated 
;:;raJ.'lr-.;.~;ivity unless the object ha.ppens also, to 

".'d I'i',),(.n. ~'b.e ref'3rencing of ergative subject;s 

Ne~~ ] '!:'ce verb is thus split by person, slnce 
lercO:C fiu"bjeets with non-third person o"bjects do 

.fa ergative 8.greemer,t~ NP's, however~ er-s qu.lt~ 

)(,sj .. te. Both ergative ~!.Il! and. 3ccus'at:i:ve !!2. 
drci person -: but whil:c first and. second !;erson 
'ldenti )I'onouns r:.aye 8.r,:cllsati va forms, they do 

.re arga. tive forns (such forms serv'e only aE. 

.res).. T~e following eXllJnpIes show that when a 

;lve '\l(:::J.. .. b does not specify an ergative subject 

(ioes ~ and· whsn the-.NP is not"marked eTgattve 

Jitt~"€~ 'verb' :ts:. These different conditions on 

~ative marking Df verbs and NP's thus com.plement 

~;her. (Note that hi ~ say, tell t has allc.rnox'phs 

II and. is transitIve only with a human object.) 

8 
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(40) woolac bii-hi-ce ta?c meywi 
\-loolac 3NOM-say-PRES good morni.ng 
'Yoo1ac is saying tlGood Morning'" 

(41) woo1ac-nim ~R¢~e ta~~ meywi 
Voolac-~ G-say-PAST good morning 
'Voolac told him/her "Good Morning'" 

(42) woolae-nim hii-hl-.ne t'?c meyw1 
Voolac-~ ;NOH-say-PAST good morning 
'Yoolac told me/you "Good Horning'" 

(43) ?lin ?ew-i~e ta.?c meywi 
I IEIrG-say-PAS'l! good morning 
• I told h1m/her/;;rou "Good Horn1ng~" 

2.2. Number. NPf s are not case marked when they are 
made plural either·by verbal. agreement or the plural 
suffix~. The plural! t,. of subjects seems'· always to 
be indexed in the verb, either by suffix or the prefix 
~. But example (45) shows that ~ees normally does not 
occur when the object NP is marked plUral. 
(44) h1i-~-hex-ne wewUkiye(-me) (-*nim) 

3NOM-NOMPL-see-PAST elk(-PL) (·*ERG) . 
'The elk(PL) saw me/you' 

(45) ?e-kl-ce wewUkiye~e(-*ne) 
1,2ERG-see-PRES elk-PL{-*~C) 
'I/you see the elk(PL)r 

2.3. Possesse~ arguments e When a speaker"possesses 
the object then the verb is treated as intransitive, 
cf. examples (46) and (47). Subject¢and object NPI S -
are not case marked it they are possessed. Possession 
does not affect the use of postpos1tions other than 
n1m and ~t however, as seen in example (53). 
(4-6) ?e-ki-ce . ~aaf.OS tew1iikt-ne 

~2ERG-see-PRES green tree-ACe-
'I see a green tree' 

9 



('.7 )" 
; ... 

(48) 

(49) 

(50) 

(51) 

~ 
.... , (0. 
J ',' ,.' 
t",,~ 

?{ :bo.:!.;!' 
lL1.:~;' 

nd 1 '::~E-; \.;'l')" i .. OL'~"t;· 

Ii;",. 
;- "''':,f'' 

t. m.t 
I 'hat 

c;i. ~aamqnl-ni.m pe'-kenip-e 
d:)g·-ERG· ;EHG-bite-PAST 
dog bit hilr/her/it' 
haama-nim ciqaamqal(-"'nim) pe-kenip-e 
man-GEM' dog(-·ERG) 3ERG-bite-FAST 
mEll's dog bi't bim/her/it t ':.ha.t 

, . 
hH.ama -nl.m 
man--GEN 

, 
)olac pe--..c..-ne 

.. ciqaamqal(-~n1m) 
d.og( - ·ERG) 

. ?!ine bi1-kenip-e 
me 3NOM-bi.te-PAST 

'That mauls dog bit me' 
siiem..;,ne 

JOlac 3ERG-see-PAST 
.·loolac saw a horse' 

horse-ACe 

(52) )ola(; pe-:Y.:-ne tipsa"' s-nim sliem( -·IlS) 
1 lo1ac.: 3ERG-see-"PAST Tipsa." s-GEN horse ( -·"'ACe) 

roolac sa.w Tipsa? s ~ s horse' 

(53)!llc '~.i;bu:i.Il;~ ?:inlit .... ~ hii-we-s 
llfe -::ay hoase-at 3~~OM-be-PRES 
~e kn ife if: at 1IfJ' house i 

2 .4~ :!E1!U:!!!.s Sll2£fli tions. In Nez Perce moat two 
argu'i'l.t ~rerbs, j.n:J.url.ing those involving the senses, 
are ,l.nsi ti·lfEt. 

(54:; : ;'··m;1ii-ya. kiw"ki.w! ?lec-ne 
:~HG-h(~ar-PAS'r drum-AGO -
',ie/she heard (lj"stened to) the drum' 
~ , 

(55) . ()()lac,.-nim:-l2.s~'~n1..;,uksi-ye 
. oole.c·-·ERG ~.ERG-·smell-FA.sT 

",Joolac smelled the fish I 

ci,tu .... yem-!2!!, 
fish-A.Ce 

The:t:", are S(Y:le t\i'O aI'E,"UlIlent verbs, however t which are 
not, eated. as "{i!"E"-D.si t;ive. 1'hese include the copula 

~J:.';":3ni12~ 'rece1..,e' t ?awxa~ 'find t t !!e\-Il:.'.!9. 'want; 
some. In.g', haxztl ~llw,}:e' t etc" One aspect of th.il.~ 

10 
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senantic split seems to involve distinguishing verbs 
that effect (produce) the object from those that 
affect it. 
(56) haama hli-we-s nim1ipuu 

man 3NOH-be-PRES Nez Perce 
'The man is Nez Perce' 

(57) haama hii-wewluq-se ?ipt 
man 3NOM-want-PRES food 
'The man wants tood' 

(58) haama hi-?npl-se tUus 
man 3NOH-receive-PRES water 
'The man is receiving water' 

(59) haama hi-?Wyawx-na ?inlit 
man 3NOM-find-PAST house 
'The man found the house' 

(60) ~am.a hii-t!i?me-ne t!i?mes 
man 3NOM-write-PAST book 
'The man wrote a book' 

(61) haama hii-h:1-ne ta?c meywi 
man ,NOM-say-PAST good morning 
'The man said "Good Morning'" 

( ) 
, I , 

62 haama h1i-han~i-yru walc 
man 3NOM-make-PAST knife 
'The man made a knife' 

(63) haama-nim ~sap1ik-a walas~a 
man-ER~ G-sharpen-PAS'J! knife-ACe 
'The man sharpene~ the mife' 

(64) haama-nim ~?nik-e walas~a hiipinwWws-pe 
man-ER~ 3 G-put-PAST knife-ICC table-on 
'The man put the knife on the table' 

If a human goal is intended then the verb becomes 
transitive. Dative objects are case marked with the 
accusative suffix ~ and benefactive goals with the 
benefactive suffix ~alP. Here hanii 'make' requires 
a suffix (?en! ·give·~).4 
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(65) 

(66) 

(67) 

(68) 

.jmit't 

(69) 

(70) 

. (71) 

le Ll<1D 'I111:0'(;e: tiC Woolac I 

'tma.-r.d.ffi J2.Q.-¢·ne woolac-na 
.1 ~ERG 3EHG"-St!.'.y-PAST W'oolac-Aa'C 
le :rJ.f.1J' tolc~ i'c to Woolac f 

J.m.a-~~!!. gi-')ni--;ya woolac-!!.! . 
t-·ERG 3ERG-give-PAST Yoolac-ACC 
le maIo' gave 1 t to Woolac' 

-I' "" lma~~n:'·:;n I!!!::··7nya .... 9ny--a wale ltoloolac-?ayn 
l-ERG'--· 3ERG"·ma.ke-f'or-PAS~ knife Woolfle-for 
,1e me.S:. made a knife for Woolac t 

thai., t;he object is totally affected ~~ is 
Corrpare the following •. 

, 
-hip-0 ~-Qku-ne 
~G-eat -!)AST meat-ICC 
)ishe s,te (iwm.e of) the meat' 
l ' J ."'? ' -1J .. p-:~ .8. 'am nuku-ne 

iG·"0a t'<?AS'1~ all meat-ACe: 
:/sne :·.t ... :; (one each of) all the (kinds of) m0at' 
··h:Lp-··c 
:tG·-!}at~-P.A,ST 

n;~'l·~ ..... '- " 
:meat 

.?I/::>l1.e El.te the mea·t (all of it)· 

(72) ··t.dp-r! la" am") nUkt 
GG-eH;;·-:E)A.ST fi11 mea'\; 
e/:5be v. te all 'ch.a meat ~ 

2 0 5~ ~1l~~:E.:'&,_ 2.£.ud}- t~.g!f§?.. A third person ergati va lIP 
is w:: lly nmrked w5, tho !!!!! only if it in,mlves new 

infoJ t;.ion~} as for exn.mple in answer to ~si~I!.!P.l. 
'\&07 ;)(' in co'unteras,sertion. 

(73) 
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" nuku-ne 
meat-ACe 

, 
nuku-ne 
meat-ACe 

, 



() 

{ 

(75) weeiuu t!psa.?s-nim pe-hip-e 
no Tipsa?s-ERG 3E:<G-eat-?AST 
'No, Tipsa?s ate it' 

3.0 Word order. Word order is conditioned by aspect. 
If only one NP argument is present word order seems 
very free. But \,lhen two argunents are present then 
only SVO and SOY are permitted. For past aspec:;s SVO 

is obligatory, but for non-past either SVO or SOY are 
permitted. Older speakers, however. seem to prefer 
SOV. 

(76) 

(77) 

tlpsa?s-niI:l 
Tipsa? s-ERG 
'Tipsa?s ate 
tlpsa?s-nim 
Tipsa?s-ERG 
'Tipsa?s is 

pe-hip-~ nukU-ne 
3ERG-eat-PAST meat-ACe 
the meat' 

, ". nuku-ne pe-h~p-Be 
meat-ACe 3ERG-eat=PRES 

eating the meat' 
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';'1 \ 1 to LHi.k'J.t ~~2 Xr!J.,;~9.ml Anton I1int;hvI"'n for providing 

:10 'bu:'. k, of the data for this paper ~ and James 

:,ard X)r his l"AG.rq helpful suggestions. Harllo 

)ki ~ f.I, Jez p.~}:£.E! i'll:~ (Universi ty of California 

~ess .. 1970) ha,') been of immense value. 
? 
-Cori::"6 .A()~· L, PI> 105-108, for "erb in:f.'lection, an.d 

} 71-{)~ for snlstantlve intleet;ion. In thi,s 
lper 1 do' not; -d,i scuss pa,rticl'e inflec1;ion (see 

}kl~ f.p 127-131), or t~e reciprocal and 
1fle:x:J ves (pp 90-92) .. 

3 Aol: p 190. ~ describes ~..!t as the "third person object; 

5<::".0"-' \>.)""". 

:,efix~' INher.l. 'tti.fl subject 1s either fil"st or second 
1rSO.n, My :i.::'::.fo!"mant prefixes "6 -to all - , 

'anl:;it Lva "lTert~:.~ with first or second person 

l.b,lect 'I re3a.l"oJ,l~~ss ot the person of the object. 
lis p::-<:r.,ticle is occasionally suffixed': 

'~tewi!::;:3~e~ ~I :i.::.;ve you·, ~l<;cd,1ga~ ''I saw you'. 
r infc2mant 8.].;.,0 allows ~ to be prefixed both 
.) itself and to h;i (third person nominative)~. 

1 suel: v,sea ?..s~ agrees with a first or second 
Jrson 1)'bject. lJ:'h1s paper does Dot attempt ·to , 
:.stingi,1.ish Aol~l' s "pron1minal particle It, ?ee 

;a8 A(j:~i, pp 12'7, 131, a.nd 137) from his "third 

~rson obje<;1.; pref:l.x" 7..! (p.196). 

)1\:1, r 9B, fr.rr.' t;he benefactive verbal suffix .. 
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