SUBJECT AND OBJECT IN NEZ PERCE (rev)
Noel Rude

0. Introduction.l In Nez Perce there is a thres way

distinction in the syntactic function of NP's. The

subject of a transitive verdb suffixes nim (which also
marks the genitive), the subject of an intransitive
verd is unmarked, and the object of a transitive verb
suffixes ne. Nez Perce is of special interest to
syntacticians and typologists, not only because of
this three way distinction, but also because
transitivity, case marking, and word order are
governed by differing semantic: and pragmatic criteria.
This paper is intended as a briaf description of some
of these criteria with reference to simple sentences.
Basic uses of verb and NP inflections will be shown
first,2 and then certalin restrictions on the use of
these inflections will be considered.

"~ In this paper the term ergative (ERG) means
simply the subject of a transitive verd, nominative
(NOM) means the undifferentiated suliject of either a
transitive or intransitive verb, and accusative (ACC)
neans the syntactic object of a transitive verb. This
use of ergative does not lmply thet Hez FPerce has &
carresponﬁihg absolutive case. Dot marely that an

inflection marks the syntacetle subject of o Yoensiviye
verb. 8 symbolizes the subject of an intransitive
verb.

1.0 Verb inflection. Separate morphemss index person
and number in the verb, as can be seen in Table 1.




P Third person ergabtive and accusabive [ RG)
o l. Pirst or sszcond person ersative (L. KRG)

2. First or second person scovsative ( (2400

3« Third perscn possessed intceusitive suble (83
2 First or second person intrarnsitive suv.ject 23)

hii Third person nowinative (3N0OF)
pe  Nominative plural {(WOMPL)
Accusative plural (ACCPL)

ot st 0
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5, 1f any. HNote that thers are ssveral potential
s of ambiguity here; scra of them are resolved
rectional suffixea, cf. examples (5) znd (6).

. Transitive prefixes. AS can b2 seen in Table

“and pe occur exclusively with transitive verbs.
ingle morpheme pé indicates simultareousiy a

person subject and & third person object, as ip
1laes (1) to (3). '

£ D eepy d & Sics
:pka”-nin pe-? ewl-ye wevukiye-ne
“pla?-8RG 2WEG-shoo%-PAST elk-ACC
“ipla” shot an &1k’

£ . . A
f~"0\7 -ce plilept lekifin-ne
tuRG—dW&lt PEES  four o'clock=-nCC

de/she is waxulng for four a‘clock’

Ve

EX e Rﬁwha~saaqa

uready SpRG-go~-FAC '

He/she already 4id it to bhin her!

wefix 7z gerves thres functions. The follewiag
2 exanpies illustrate its use irn veferencing &

; or secoud person accusative. See Table & {or
rendent ProTiouns.

*imens ’e~h41~y0$*'malx
yourACCTL  PACC-ZNOM-awsit-FREI+NOMPL
'They &re wawtlng for you all’

Yo ~Te-vhyo -nu”

1584001, 2PRG~ava: Lt,-mmﬁr
PT wilil wait for you' (the nosi natural neaniag)

70“‘V~vqgo°~nh Aun

TECC-25RG-await-FUTURE +hither

*You will wait or me!
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eflx "8 serves thres functicns. The following
) + el Py ~" oo ®o e 7:; a }‘-‘ A de

ond orson object.
_mene 2e-hiil-yoxo?-cix

ou+PLe G0 PACC— SNON“aWst—FREDrNOHPT
‘hey sre walting for you (plnral)'

=?2e-yex0?-nu?

ZACC 1, QERG-awalt-bUTURL
will wait for you' (the usual meaning)
=2 @=yCx0?-nu’kun
\CC-25RG~await-FUTURE+hither
fou will wait for me'

ond syatactic function of ”e is to agree with a

or second person ergative NP, as can be sesn in
1d (9) above, arnd in (10) to (12) bvelow. (Note

e => %ew / %, h)
‘ew-’r(—me walc

SERG-give-PAST+hither knife
*You gave me the knife'

13 I'd
Yew-?ni-ye woolac-na

1,2ERG~give-PAST Woolac—-ACC
*I/ycu gave it to Woolac'

s < . {
waagqo ?1in “e-slwe-ce

already I 1ERG~-cut-PRES
‘I am already cutting it'

» Intransitive prefixes. The third syntactic
lon of %e that we will consider is its agreement

a possessed third person subject of an

©aasitive verb. Compare the following.

hwaama hii-Roomay-ca

a0 BANOM~hur ¢ -PKES

'The man is injured'’

haama-nim huusus ’amkoomaywca
man -GEN head. BSwhur t-PRES
The wan's head hurts



(15) *linim  ?e-wa-g tii%res
ny A-Ta~PRES  took
It is my bvook!
1¢) haama-niw cidremqal pa-keaipee . wb»lav~n§
man=EN dog SERG~bLte=PAST “Woolac-AUG

"The man's dog bit W00¢;c
Irransgitive wverbs are unmarked for agrasemant with
fizet or second person subjectu. The prefixes @ and
o detoermine transitivity even In imperatives, cf.
examploq (19) and (29).

(17) “iia @~ wae-g svoyéapuo
TS=ta-PERS  whibte uwn
I an a waite pman'

-

(38) dalawl ~iim  F-idae-s:
if Tou S8=ge i
24 in-ku? ,evc e AT
I~aiao .aly 18- gowrwwﬁﬂﬁ

'If you g ¥ will surely go tou‘
.u) g L:’..ii"ll ?O) ’lw&l@pf&hwl'\ mn

S=return-il? PERG-CAUSR-cy-1HF
*30 home!l" *ake him/her cry!’

The prefix hii references in the pradicate third
person neminative subjects 3s loog as there is no
third person objeck.
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(21) tipse”s bhil-we-s nimiipua
Tipsa®s AhU~be~PRES Nez Ferce
‘Tipsa®s 1s Maz Percs'

(22) Q@i~hiwae - wewukiye-ni
TCM-see~PRYG alk-RRG
"The =1k zees mel{you, us)’

(23%) mee
whers &b
"Where is the man??

(24) ¥apiep-pe hJL“\P*
Lepway-in M. %ﬂwPREs
‘He 1a in Lopwey!
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umber presns: . The aspectual suffix often

ies divection { Lither' or 'thither') as well as
v agreement witi a nominative subject. Compare:

ollowing.

°aw-°ni-se
1,2ERG-give-FRES *NOMSG .
‘I am giving it to him/her/you

°ew~°ni~siir ’
1 ZERG-give—Pan+NOMPL
'gg are giving it to hlm/her/you'

-.'. 1

bii-wii-ce (28) hii-wii-cix
ZNOM=-cry-PRES +H UMSG 3N0n~c,ry-ﬁREb+r.0MPL
'He/she is crying' 'They: are crying'
go?c  hii-wece-siga ' kaa hii-ku-ye

still 3ANOM-dance- RF+NOMPL and 3NOM-go-PERF
*They were still dancing when he/she left'

singular and plural formns of an aspect are

.able then numbher égreement with the subject is
;atary, For those aspectual suffixes that dc¢ not
de numher the prefix pe agrees with a plural -
2ct. The third person ergative Ré and the -
native plural pe are distinguished by position,
rcurrence, and stress.

hii-wii-ciqa (31) - ktt-pe-wii-me
3NOM=-cry-IMPERF +NOMPL ANOM~-NOMPL~cry~FEEP
'They were crying’ 'They cried’

& - § y ’
- kaa “itte  #epe-kuu-ye

and what 2S-EOMPL~do~PAST

'Then what did you guys do?’

kaa “itu pe-kuu-ye

and what 3ERG-dc-PAST '

*Then what did be/she dc to him/her?’

hii-pa-wece=-yu® (35) hii-pe-héx-ne

ANOM~NOMPL—dance-FUTURE ANOM-NOMPL-gsee~PAST

"They will be dancing'’ "They saw me/you'
6
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4 plural odbject is indexed in the verd by nees. Verbs
with nées must be subject marked with ps, e, or nii.
The order of verbal persca inflections is object-
subject, as already seen in examples (4) to {9). But
the order for number markers 1s subject-object, as
shown in examples (38) and (29) below.
(36) weet %a~-nagg-nidi-sx

QUESTICN 2ERG-ACCPL~hear-PHES

'Do you hear them?' (possidbly us)
(37) woolac-nim pe-néec-?ni-ye tii%mes

Woolac-ERG 3ERG-ACCPL-give~PAST book

'Woolac gave them a book'

(38) kam konaa hii~pe~nées~hei~ne

and there ANOM-NCMPL-AJCPL-asee-PAST
‘Then they saw us there'

(39) kza Xonaa pe-pe-nees~hex-ne
and there 3ERG-NOMPL~ACCPL~gsee-PAST
'Then they saw them there! '

e
J(”e){ggi} (pe) {(nées) Stem (Suffix)
{ @
AGC ERG/NCM NOM ACC Agpect
Number (NOM)
FPerson Humber Direction

Table 3. Inflectional slots in the Nez Ferce varb

2.0 Conditions on ¢ass markers. In this section we
will discuss briefly some criteria that decide
transitivity and case marking in Nez Perce simple
sentences. These criteria inelunde person, number,
posseasion, whether the object is effected or affected,

totally or partially affected, inanimate or human, and
whether the subject is rew or old information.
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“ip  ‘hefsha/it! *iprim ?ipné
o wet ruunim otune
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Tihla 4. Independent prooouus

2.1. rgson. The non-third person ergative verbal
infl  slon "v. of course, specifies a verb as

tran  sive. The third person ergative Ré, nowever, is
used 1y if the object is aslso third persom. Thus
vert gith t:ird person subjects are undifferentlated
as ¢ transioivity unless the object happens alsc to
be ¢t d per :on. The referencing of ergative subjects
in v WNez i xce verb is thus split by nerson, siace
thix =rzor subjects with non~third person objects do
not e ergative agreement. NP's, however, are quite
the >ogite, DBoth ergative pim and sccusative n2.
mark ird porson., dbubt while first and second Terson
inds- dent cronouwas rave gccusative forms, they do
not ra ergative forns (such forms serve only as

geni res). The Lollowing exanples show that when a
trav  sive verd does not spscify an ergative subject
the = does, and when the NP is nmot marked ergative

a tr 3itive verd 1ls. These different conditions on
the zative marking «f verbs snd NP's thus complement
eacr Gsher. (Note that ni ‘say, tell' has allcmorphs
g ar L, sand is transitive only with a human cbject.)
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(40) woolac hii~hi-ce ta”c meywi
Woolac 3NOM-gay~PRES good morning
'Woolac is saying "Good Morning"'

(41) woolac-nim pé-@-ne ta”c meywi
Woolac-ERG RG~say-PAST good morning
‘Woolac told him/her “"Good Morning"'

(42) woolac-nim hii-hi-ne th?c meywi
Woolac-ERG %NOM~say-PAST good morning
'Woolac told me/you "Good Morning"'

(43) ?{in “ew-i-ne ta”c meywi

I TERG-3ay-PAST good morning

'I told him/her/you "Good Morning"*
2.2. Number. NP's are not case marked when they are
made plural either by verbal agreement or the plural
suffix me. The plurality of subjects seems always to
be indexed in the verb, either by suffix or thé prefix
pe. But example (45) shows that nées normally does not
occur when ths object NP is marked plural.

(44) hii-pe-héx-ne wewﬁkiye§~me}(~'nim
3NOM~-NOMPL~see-PAST elk(-PL)(="ERG) ‘
'The elk(PL) saw me/you'

(45) ?e-ki-ce wewukiye~me (-*ne)
1,2ERG~see~PRES elk-PL{-*ACC)
'I/you see the elk(PL)*
2.3. Possessed arguments. When a speaker possesses
the object then the verb is treated as intransitive,
cf. exsmples (46) and (47). Subject-and object NP's
are not case marked if they are possessed. Possession
does not affect the use of postpositions other than
nim snd ne, however, as seen in example (53).

(46) ?e-ki-ce yaaXos tewliikt-pe
1,2ERG~see~PRES green tree—-ACC
~'I see a green tree’
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47 ) T “aindw iter  @-haki-ce
NI R horse 1 0=zae-lTES
P | 1 Ve . oy . B N, .-
a4 238 LY LOlse

(48) :x  c¢ldaamgal-nim pé-kenip-e
at dog-ERG 3ERG-bite—-PAST

hat dog oit him her/itv!
{(4#9) ' ¢ hasma-nim cidaamgal(~*nim) pe-kenip-e

v

—~

{wat man-GEN dog{-*ERG) ZERG-bite ~PASIT
hat men's dog bit him/her/it!
(50 ¥ haama-nim  cidaamgel(~"nim) R
‘et man-GEN dog(-*ERG) o o
A S ?Jine thii-kenip-e
ne HNOM-bite~FAST
. 'That man’s dog bit me'
{51} olac pé-x-ne siken-ne |

. 10lac  3ERG-see~PAST horse-~-ACC
Jjoolac saw a horse!
{52) : olac peé-w-ne tipsa”s-nin siﬁemg—'ne)
v y0lac: SERG-see~PAST Tipsa”s-GEN  horse(~*ACC)
loolac saw Tipsa®?s®s horse'
(53) « Q¢ “iinip ?infit-pe hii-we-s
-ufe ay hcuse-at  3NOM-be-PRES
he knife is at my house’

2.4. : :mantic conditions. In Nez Perce most two
argu 1t varns, inclucing those involving the senses,

are = wmaitive.
gy o s 0y L £
(54,  a-mdii-ya riw?kiwil?lec-ne

ShG~he ar-PAST drun-ACC
je/she heexd (iistened to) the drum'

(55 5ola¢wpim TEéfnuuksimye c&u*yﬁm-gg
S oolec-BRG  *ERG-smell-PAST fish-ACC
Joola¢ smelied the fish'

The: are some bwo argument verbs, however, which are
not . e2ated as trensitive. These includs the copula
wee. 2mipl 'receive', 2awyawx 'find', wewluq ‘want
somc  ing', nanii ‘mzlke', etc. One aspect of this

10



senantic split seems to involve distinguishing verbs

that effect (produce) the object from those that
affect it.

(56) haama hii-we-s nim{ipuu
nan ANOM-be-PRES Nez Perce
'The man is Nez Perce!

(57) haama hii-wewlug-se “ipt
man 3NOM-want-PRES food
‘The man wants food'

(58) haama hi-"npi-se kuus
man 3NOM-receive-PRES water
'The man is receiving water'

(59) haama hi-?wyawx-na 2infit
man 3NOM~-find-PAST house
‘The man found the house’

(60) haama bhii-t{i’me-ne t{i°mes
man 3NOM-write-PAST book
'The man wrote a book'

(61) hasma hii-hi-ne ta’c meywi
man 3N0M~say-PAST good morming
'The man said "Good Morning"'

(62) haama hii-hanii-ya walc
man 3NOM—make-PAS? knife
'The man made a knife’

(63) haama-nim pa-sapiik-a walas-na
man~ERG G-sharpen-PAST’ knife~ACC
'The man sharpened.the knife'
(64) haama-nim pe-’nik-e walas-na hiipinwwws-pe

man-ERG- 3ERG-put~-PAST knife-ACC table-on
'The man put the knife on the table

If a human goal is intended then the verb becomes
transitive. Dative obJects are case marked with the
accusative suffix ne and benefactive goals with the
benefactive suffix 2ayn. Here hanii 'make' requires
a suffix (%eni 'give'?).4 '

11



f = -y . . 2 oy .
{65) CHESTL pa" v*ww-nf wWouliae-ng
WS L Ty e crryj e T T I R sl

1@ LiaD wrote e WQold

{66)  ama-nim pé-f-ne woolac~na
1-ERG 3URG~32y-PAST Woolac~ACC
16 nar told it to Woolacg!

{67) ma~nim ~’ni~y wéolac'na ,
1=ERG 3ERG~glve—PAST Woolac-ACC
1@ mar gave it to Woolac!

\ @ - )
{(68) mas-nt u g§m7nyadﬁny~a walc woolac-’a

ey

~ERE 5ERG-make~for~PAST knife Woolac-for
2e mar made a knife for Woolac!

o s: that the object is totally affacted ne is
omitt . Corpare the following..

(69} ~hip-e auku-ne
- W-eat~PASDY meat-ACC
s»/she «te (some of) the meat!

{703 ~hip=: iz”am” nulki-ne

W-eat-PAST all meat-ACC

:/she =t2 (one eazh of) all the {kinds of) meat®
{71) ~hip-o auks

B-eal~PAST neat
a/she ate the meat (all of it)!

4 o4 ’ &) -
{72 ~khip=-e 1s7am” nukt
AG-saii-TAST 812 neat

a/she snte all the meat®

2:5. agpat.c conditions. A third person ergative IP
ig uws  illy merked with niw only if it involves pew
infor ticn, as for exsmple in answex to ”esiini@_

'*Who!  or in LOuﬂfeﬁassert*on.

- 4

{73} fhm'erv pe-hin-e nuku-ne
kg ? - RG EEG-2at-PAST meat-4CC
i
ip%a”® ate the meat'

(e pia? pe“hlpW® nuku-ne

pka®  3ZERG-o8t -PAST meat-ACC
‘ipta”® ate the meat’




@)

(75) weetuu tipsa”®s-nim pé-hip-e

no Tlpsa" -ZBC 3ERG-eat-PAST

'‘No, Tipsa®s ate it'
3.0 Word order. Word order is conditioned by aspect.
If only one NP argument is present word order seems
very free. But when two arguments are present then
only SVO and SOV are permitted. For past aspecis SVO
is obligatory, but for non-past either SVO or SOV are
permitted. Older speakers, however, seem to prefer
SOv.

(76) tipsa®s-nim pé-hip-e nukiu-ne
Tipsa®s-ERG 3ERG-eat-PAST meat-ACC
'Tipsa”s ate the meat'

(7?7 tipsa° -nim nuku-ne pe-hip-ge
Tipsa?s-ERG meat—~-ACC 3ERG-eat~PRES
'‘Tipsa”s is eating the meat'

13
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2Cm;; @ Aok i, pp 105-108, for verd inflection, and
y 713, for sulstantive inflection. In this
wer I do not discuss particle inflection {see
ki, pp 127-1512, or the reciprocal and
iflexives {pp 90~925.

2"Ac:}f p 197, descrites e as the "third person object
refix” when the subject is either first or second
wrson . My izformant prefixes Zg to all
‘ansi? tve wverts with first oxr second person
ibjecl , regardlilesss of the person of the object.
iils pecticle i accasionally’suffixede
itewisa?ee I iove you', hikciiqaiég 'I saw you'.
7 infoomant also ellows e to be prefixed both
5 itself and to hii (third person nominative),
1 such uses "2 sgrees with a first or second
srson object. This paper does not attempt to
.stinguish Aoki's "proniminal particle“‘iég
s@e Aoxi, pp 127, 131, and 137) from his "third
irson object prefix® e (p 196).

53&@ %3, ¢ 98, for the benefactive verbal suffix.






