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IMPERATIVE FORMATIONS IN COLVILLE-OKANAGAN AND IN TIlE OTIIER 
INTERIOR LANGUAGES * 

Anthony Mattina 
Universi ty of Montana 
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O. Introduction. In this paper I describe the grammar of 

Colville (Cv) imperatives, intransitive and (di)transitive, posit­

ive and negative; then I review the extant discussions of the 

imperatives in other Interior Salish languages; and finally I make 

some observations about the emerging picture of the Interior 

Salish imperative system. 

1. Colville imperatives. There are two major types of Cv 

imperatives, and each of these can be expressed in the positive or 

negative. 

1.1. Intransitives. I will discuss first the intransitive 

imperatives, organized by person. 

1.1.1. Second person. The 2nd person intransitive imperat­

ive suffixes are -x 'sg'; -wi 'pI'. These suffixes are added to 

simple intransitive stem: 

'got 

'go pI' 

1 

hap-x 

hap-wi 

'stop that' 

'stop that pI' 
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or to an extended intransitive stem: 
, ~ 

1I.<:)lP-lkst-x , stop (doing) that' 

~<:)lp-l.ks t-wi • " " " pI' 
, ~ 

1I.l<:)1-m-ll(x) -x 'put your brakes on' 

h<:)l-m- iIx-wi , " " " " , 

These forms constitute full imperative sentences~ but may 

also occur in (longer) imperative constructions. Following the 

first imperative, a second parallel imperative may occur, either 

transitive or intransitive: 

xWuy-x 

xWuy~x 

, ... , 
sp-ap-q<:)(n)-nt 

. ~, 
I}-",:];<:)q-1WS~X 

'go hit it on the head' 

'go pull weeds' 

but more commonly an indicative (with imperative force) follows, 

either in transitive or intransitive form: 

xWuy-x mi c-xli t-<:)nt-x'" I go call him' . 
, .. 

k'" ' , .. Hap-x 1I.a?-1I.?-us-<:)m ui k'" ' ''''' k<:);'kniya? , stop, look, and 

listen' 

w" ,,,. 
c-x uy-x ks-<:)nc~-<:)nt-<:)m 'corne, let's fry it' 

1.1.2. First person. The first person singular and plural 

exhortative commands are given with the inchoative aspect forms 

and are not true imperatives. These inchoatives consist of the 

unrealized aspect prefix ks-, a stem, and the inchoative suffix 

-a?x. l Pronoun reference is accomplished with the intransitive 

pronouns. Ex : 

k<:)n ks-x"'uy-a?x 

kWu ks-x"'uy-a?x 

'let me go, I'm going' 

'let's go, we're going' 

2 
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1.2. (Di)transitives. The (di)transitives are discussed by 

person in the following three subsections. 

1.2.1. Second person. A bare (di)transitive stem, without 

transitive pronouns, is the 2nd person sg imperative. Cv has 

four major (di) transitive stem types, and consequently four major 

(di)transitive imperatives. The suffix -i added to these stems 

pluralizes them. However, in normal speech the sg forms often 

function as plurals and in the following discussion I will restrict 

my examples to singular forms. 

'keep away from him (pI)' 
, ~ 

it?a-nt(-i) '(go) get him (pI)' 

Of the four possible (di)transitive imperatives, corresponding 

to the four (di)transitive stems in -nt, -st, -it, and -x(l)t, the 

-st imperatives are seldom recorded in texts, and difficult to 

elicit. The reasons for this are unclear to me. 
, ~, , ~ w 
qi-1WS-Gnt mGt tGi-m-Gnwix -st 'match them and glue them' 

The other three imperatives, however, are perfectly common. 

1.2.1.1. -nt. An -nt stem without personal pronouns is an 

unmarked transitive imperative. Stems consisting of roots and 

affixes that accept stress do so: 

'peel it' 
, 'w~' , ,~ 

k-pGlk -ica?-~t an-xGn-xn-ust-t~ 'wrap up your glasses' 

kWi(n)-nt 'take it' 

k-m)'a-ws-Gnt 'put a log on the fire' 
, ~ 

k-pn-us-Gnt 'lay sticks on the fire' 

3 
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Other stems consist of roots that cannot nonnally accept stress. 

These roots behave as though their vowel were stressed a, root 

finally: 2 

(no attested V) 

iix"p I iax"p 

Uk"/ lak" 

(no attested V) 

Jf"~a-nt 

kta-nt 

k-iax"pa-nt 

ik"a-nt i? 

latka-nt 

xla-nt 

J!Ill'a-nt 

wla-nt 

palk"a-nt 

xalka-nt 
, 
pna-nt 

k-pna-nt 

pa?pfn pa~-pa?~-nt 

kir / kram kra-nt 

x"uk" / x"ak" x"k"a-nt 

x"iA x"Aa-nt 

k"iA k"h-nt 

(cf kwiA-ant 'take them off') 

'break it' 

'cut it' 

'hang it there' 

'string the ••• ' 

'flick/poke it with a stick' 

'chop it' 

'smear it' 

'burn it' 

'pull on it' 

'roll it (e.g. a cigarette)' 

'turn it' 

'lay (the logs) there' 

'put wood in the stove' 

'fold them (e.g. clothes)' 

'cut it' 

'clean it' 

'make shavings' 

'take it off' 

1.2.1.2. -it. An -it imperative is a ditransitive imperative 

that includes reference to three entities: a secondary goal, a prim-

4 

212 

ary goal in focus, and a second person dative/agent ((You) do ! for 

Y). As with -nt imperatives, -it imperatives must be stem-stressed; 

however, there is no fonn "' .•• a-it to correspond to ••. a-nt. I have 

not yet checked what all the -it equivalents of ••• a-nt fonns are-­

but I intend to do so, and this should be fairly easy. What I 

suspect is that it imperatives of ablauting roots can only occur 

in one of the two ablaut grades, specifically, the grade that 

corresponds to 'definite goal'. This would be consistent with the 

notion that it ditransitives include reference to a primary goal 

in focus (Z do! for Y). 

'fold it for me' 

'shine my car' 

'put them there for me' 

k"u ~-PQ"-itk"-it 'thicken (the gravy) for me' 

k"u c-an-?uix"-it 'bring it in for me' 

k"u c-an-p-plIx-it 'bring them in for me' 

~-~iJf-it 'fry it for him' 

k"u k-iax"p-iw(s)-it 'hang it up for me' 
1M 1.? ~ 1.."""A4\ ~ .. t . ~ -ft..e.~ ~ ~ 

k"u k(iax"p}lna?-it siiq" _ ..,!covet the meat for me' 
·Cl?, - .,; 

k"u k-ih"p-it axa? i? qaqx"alx 'hang the fish for me' 

1.2.1.3. -x(i)t. Similarly to -it, -x(i)t imperatives are 

ditransitive fonns that include reference to three entities: a 

second person dative/agent, a primary goal, and a secondary goal 

in focus ((You) do X for D . 

'make gravy for me' 
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k"'u psh-xt 'pack wood for me' 

k"'u '< plw-can-xt 'make an echo for me' 

k"'u naq"-axt 'steal it ~ me' 

k"u ' , qam-xlt t s-c-qa?-qa?-J!l 'swallow my pills for me,3 

1.2.1.4. Other ditransitive imperatives. At least two other 

ditransitive morphemes, -xix and -(t)uit, occur in ev.4 Of these 

two, word-final -(t)uit functions as an imperative. I do not yet 

know if -xix works in the same way. 

'patch my coat' 

~-qa?-kst-uit 'give him some' 

k"'u kWans-tUit 'show it to me' 

kWu mal -mah-ui t i-sqWsi? 'pacify my child' 

k"'u IJ- ixwp-uit i? a?usa? 'boil an egg for me' 

1.2.2. The second-hand imperative. In addition to the (di)-

transitive imperatives discussed thus far, there is a special im-

perative, that for the moment I am calling' second-hand'. These 

imperative roughly mean: 'do again ••• ', 'it's somebody's wish that 

you do ••• ', 'I repeat to you to do ••• ', 'now it's your turn to 

The second-hand imperative suffix is -1kw, added to any (di)-

transitive stem, except -x(i)t. Whether this restriction is an 

accident of my corpus or an actual incompatibility of 'second-hand' 

with 'secondary goal in focus' remains to be seen. 

x"'~-ant-1k'" 

h-ant-1k'" 

ck'" -ant- ik'" 

'now it's your turn to make shavings' 

'cut more, cut on' 

'pull it more' 

6 
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p~"'am-st-1k'" 'pass it around' 

k"'u qam-it-lk'" i-s-c-qa?-qa?-J!l 

!k-am-st-lk'" an-puy-xan ui k'" 
> (~-r around and back up' 

k"'u pa?~-it-lk'" axa? i-s-ula-p 

'swallow my pills' 
< t..:::"~ 

~-Wlwp-~'turn your car 

'make my burn heal' 

The connection between -ik'" and a lone form that ends in -k'" is not 

completely clear to me: 

k"'u iatk-ait-lkW ixi? i? s-up-ula?xW, ~wlls-k'" 'fork that 

grass for me (move it with a pitch fork), throw it away' 

1.2.3. First person imperatives. 1st person sg and pI ex­

hortative commands are given with the unrealized aspect middle 

forms and are not true imperatives. Unrealized aspect middle forms 

consist of ks- 'unrealized aspect', a stem, any of the (di)transit­

ivizers, followed by the middle suffix -m. Pronominal reference 

is accomplished withthe intransitive and possessive pronouns: 

k'" i-ks-k~-it-am 'I'm going to light a match for you' 

Further discussion of these forms is deferred until section 1.3.2. 

1.3. Negative imperatives. A negative imperative is expressed 

by lut 'not be' followed by one of two constructions, (1) the in-

transitive unrealized aspect, or (2) the middle unrealized aspect. 

1.3.1 Intransitive unrealized aspect. Intransitive unrealized 

aspect constructions include reference to one and only one actant. 

These forms consist of a(n intransitive) possessive affix (prefix 

1st, 2nd person; suffix 3rd), the unrealized aspect prefix ks-, and 

7 
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an intransitive sterno-without any transitive or middle suffixes. 

Context clarifies the force of these forms in the participant 1st 

and second persons (whether imperative/exhortative or future), while 

third person forms convey unambiguously future reference (in the 

following examples all underlined morphernes are intransitive suf-

fixes) : 

lut a-ks-eni~t , don't cough' 

lut a-ks-enApaq 'don't get stuck in the mud' 

lut a-ks-mii-mei-t 'don't be slow' 

lut a-ks-help-ikst 'don't stop working' 

lut a-ks-xwtp"encUt 'don't run' 

lut a-ks-kme~-qen-mi?st 'don't feel sorry for yourself' 

lut ks-xi?t-mi?st-emp 'don't run away pI' 

lut a-ks-pa?-pa?s-llx 'don't start feeling bad' 

lut a-ks-pu-pw-I'alx 'don't (bang things and) make noise' 

lut a-ks-ckwukwup-nUmt 'don't cry and feel bad' 

lut a-ks-enka?-wllx 

lut a-ks-kka?l-i?st 

'don't go in the deep water' 

'don't go slow' 

'don't let it get late on you' 

lut a-ks-kei-q"l'aqwl'ap-xan a-ks-en-s8p-p-ula?xw. 'don't slip 

and fall' 

1.3.2. Middle unrealized aspect. 5 Four middle unrealized 

aspect fOTIns correspond to the four (di)transitive indicative Cv 

paradigms, as follows: 

216 

Indicative Unrealized 
aspect aspect 

-nt ks- -(V)m 

-st ks- -st-(i)m 

-it ks- -it-(i)m 

-xC i) t ks- -x(i)t-em 

-(t)uit ks- -(t)uit-em 

kWui-ant lut a-ks-kWiii-em 

kwui-est lut a-ks-kwui-est-em 

kWui-eit lut a-ks-kwui-eit-em 

kWui-ext lut a-ks-kwui-ext-em 

A fifth ditransitive form, less well understood, also has a cor-

responding negative: 

••• -(t)uit lut a-ks- ••• -(t)uit-em 

Examples in context confirm the laboratory analysis: 

(1) -(V)m forms are the unmarked negative imperatives and include 

reference to two and only two actants. 

lut kWu a-ks-~ip-em 'don't pinch me' 

lut kWu a-ks-en-~I'aps-em 'don't wink at me' 

lut k"u a-ks-k~ukUs-em 'don't burn me' 

lut a-ks-wi~-em 'don't pull it out' 

lut 'don't soak the hide' 

lut 'don't stop over it' 

lut 'don't be mad at me' 

(2) -st-(i)m forms also refer to bvo and only two actants, but are 

purposive or customary, paralleling tile -st transitive forms. 

9 
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lut a-ks-qa?m-st-im 'don't nurse him' 

'don't refuse him' (cf. lut kWu 

a- ks-Iut-dm 'don't say no to me') 

lut a-ks-pul-st-dm 'don't kill him' 

lut kWu a-ks-tu?-ti~-st-dm 'don't baby me' 

lut a-ks-tixWkWukW-st-dffi 'don't tell him the same' 

lut a-ks-qWdl-qWil-st-dm 'don't talk to him' 

(3) -it-(i)m forms include reference to three actants, paralleling 

the -it- ditransitives, with focus on the primary goal (do st for 

sb) . 

lut kWu a-ks-n-dlq-l~-it-dm 'don't weed my garden' 

lut kWu a-~s)-s~W-it-dffi t slIp 'don't chop me wood' 

lut kWu a-ks-kil~dk-it-dm in-id~w-~w-lip 'don't trim my 

cherry tree' 

lut kWu a-ks-dn-idPd~W-it-lm in-ikap , don't bash im my bucket' 

'don't show it to him' lut a-ks-ia?qW-dit-im 

lut a-ks-k~-it-dffi 

lut a-ks-pi?q-it-im 

'don't light a match for him' 

'don't cook it for him' 

'don't break my cup' 

lut a-ks-dn-p-plLx-it-dffi 'don't take them in for him' 

(4) -x(l)t-dffi forms include reference to three actants, parallel­

ing the -x(l)t- ditransitives, with focus on the secondary goal 

(do st for sb). 

lut kWu a-ks-kdi-pa?~-xlt-dffi 'don't give ~ advice' 

lut kWu a-ks-kw!nma?-xt-dm 'don't tell me what to do' 

lut kWu a-ks-pslx-xt-dm 'don't pack wood for~' 

10 
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'don't boil it for me' 

'don't tell it to me' 

(5) -(t)uit-dm forms are less well understood, but they correspond 

to ditransitives in -(t)uit. 

'don't lend it to him' (cf. k~ 

'lend it to me') 

I conclude this section of the paper with a brief discussion 

of the place of these constructions in the intransitive-middle­

(di)transitive scheme of the language. I have already noted that 

these imperative constructions are but the negative counterparts 

of the unrealized forms. The unrealized prefix ks- and the 

transitive pronouns are not compatible,6 and cannot cooccur in the 

same form. The appropriate cooccurrence compatibility is between 

ks- 'unrealized' on the one hand, and the intransitive proclitics 

(kdn, kW, ~, kWu, p) and possessive affixes (i(n)-, a(n)-, -s, 

-tdm, -tp) on the other. Consequently, the unrealized aspect counter­

parts of the transitives accept only intransitive inflection and 

require the middle suffix -m. The pairs are exactly those given 

above, and the expanded chart includes pronominal reference as 

follows (I give only I-you forms--the rest can be deduced): 

(di)trans-indic, you-I middle, unreal. asp., you-my 

-nt-s-dn kW i-ks- •• • -~-dm 

-st-{i)m-dn kW i -ks- ••• - St-dffi 

-1t-s-dn kW i-ks- ••• -it-dffi 

-x(l) t-m-dn kW i-ks- ••• -x(l)t-dm 

-(t)uit-s-dn kW i-ks- ••• -(t)uit-dffi 

11 
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Examples: 

wlk-;mt-s-an 'I see you' 

kW i-ks-wlk-am 'I'm going to see you' 

pul-st-m-an 'I kill/beat you' 

kW i-ks-pul-st-am 'I'm going to beat you' 

PSlx-it-s-an 'I pack wood for you' 

kW i-ks-plx-it--am , I 'm going to pack wood for you' 

IJ-ixWpus-xt-m-an 'I boil it for you' 

kW i-ks-an-ixwpus-xt-am 'I'm going to boil it for you' 

kWian-tUit-s-an 'I lend it to you' 

'I'm going to lend it to you' 

2. Imperatives in the other Interior Salish languages.7 In 

this section I review the discussions of imperatives in other Salish 

languages of the Interior: the southern (1) Kalispel (Ka)-Spokan 

(Sp), (2) Coeur d'Alene (Cr); and the northern (3) Shuswap (Sh), (4) 

Thompson (Th). 

2.1. Ka-Sp. review the works of three authors: Vogt's 1941 

grammar of Kalispel; Carlson's 1977 grammar of Spokan; and Speck's 

1977 edition of Post's 1902 Kalispel grammar. 

2.1.1. Vogt. Vogt gives the imperative forms of the 'indepen­

dent' verbs (cf. Cv imtransitives) as follows: -(i)s 'sg'; -wi 'pI' 

and provides ~~e following morphophonemic changes associated with 

the affixes: (1) 55 ) 5; (2) -ui > -awi after non-labialized post­

palatals, as in iaqqawi 'sit down' • 

12 
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He gives the imperative forms of the 'dependent' verbs (cf. CV 

(di)transitives) as follows: -t 'sg'; -ti 'pI' follOWing either n, 

5, or i, that is, -nt, -st, -it, as in the following: 

kUpant, kUpanti 'push him' 

xWl~ast 'give him somenthing' 

kupit 'push it for him' 

Missing from this list are the -st imperatives, which Vogt calls 

'resultative' and describe as follows: -skw 'sg'; -skui 'pI'. As 

example he gives pulskw, pulskui (~pulst-skW) 'kill him'. In ad­

dition Vogt lists these examples: 

esamistekW, esamistekui 'know it' 

which clearly paint to affixes -ekw, -ekw-i. 

Vogt also mentions the use of a 1st person plural completive 

used as a 'hortative' with or without the indefinite prefix ku. Ex: 

qe? ei?ocqe? 'let us go out again' 

ku tku?Ut 'let us go' 

Finally, Vogt reports that "negative commands are expressed by 

subjunctive forms," and gives two examples, one with and the other 

without -m: 

ta suwe qesanii?eupam 'nobody shall lag behind' 

ta qe? es?a~al$stap 'don't watch it' 

2.1.2. Carlson. Carlson gives the intransitive imperatives 

as the following affixes added to endingless forms: -5 (-ys with 

middle forms) 'sg'; -wy 'pI'. 

He lists the 'simple transitive' affixes as -t 'sg', and -t-y 

'pI', adding that they replace the control morpheme /-te/ of the 

13 
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transitive stems, as in the following: 

nekWent, nakweuti 'sing it' 

kWupit, kWupiti 'push it for him' 

Carlson adds that in causative imperatives (Vogt's 'resultatives') 

I-tel control' is replaced by the following affixes: _kw 'sg', _kWy 

'pI', as in 

pulskw, pulskwi 'kill him' 

2.1.3. Speck. I am very surprised not to find in Speck a 

discussion of the intransitive imperatives, because Post had in­

cluded them in his grammar. Post lists these affixes: -5, -is '2nd 

sg', -wi '2 pI', and notes that "verbs ending in -5 do not admit a 

second 5 in the imperative; hence its means 'he slept', and also, 

'sleep thou!' iaqsils, 'he sat', and also 'sit thou' .7a 

Speck gives the following account of the transitive imperatives: 

no suffix is added to simple (-nt) , relational (-it) or benefactive 

(-s(i)t) transitives, all of which may add -i after the -t to add 

plural reference. Then she adds that causatives (-st) forms add 

-ekw to make imperatives (-stekW > -skw with strong roots). Again, 

-i adds plural reference. 

Finally, she mentions a suffix -ekw 'imptv sg' "not well under­

stood ... [and] added to apparently simple transitive stems, as in 

iu?-n-t-ekw 'lance it'." 

With regards to the use of imperatives, Speck inexplicably does 

not report that Post had made the following important observations: 

'The imperative may be said to be threefold: 

(a) when it is to convey a simple permission or a mere wish of 

222 

the one who commands: in this case, the regular Imperative is used, 

e.g. kWuiis 'work', kWuiant 'do it'. 

(b) when it conveys a certain civility and petition: in this case, 

the imperative is preceded by mi or k~i?, e.g. mi xWi~it 'please 

give it to him'. 

(c) when it conveys the absolute will of the commander: in this 

case the subjunctive is to be used, e.g. aqsxWi~itam 'thou must 

give it to him'." (p. 37). 

2.2. Cr. Reichard reports that the intransitive imperatives 

are formed by affixation, as follows: -5 'sg'; -ul 'pI'. She adds 

that an indefinite object is expressed by -m preceding the imper­

ative suffix, while the definite object suffix is -ic (-ac). In 

spite of the examples that follow, it is not clear what she means, 

mainly because the forms she offers seem to me to be transitive: 

pulut-am-ul 

pulut-ac-ul 

'kill an indefinite one' 

'kill the definite one' 

Reichard identifies the 'imperative active transitive comple­

tives' as follows: 

2-1 -c 

2-3 -t 

2-lp -stS.s 

2p-l -c-H 

2p-3 -t-ul 

2p-lp -5£5-5; -s&s-ul 

but gives no examples of these 'definite personal object' morphemes 

affixed to stems, or in context. 

15 
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She mentions that the exhortative is expressed by the particle 

n€? (probably cognate with Cv M~':'i? 'if and when') that "has a 

weak imperative, as well as a future dubi tative significance," as 

in ne? cin-xlii 'I will go, let me go'. She does not discuss the 

formation of negative imperatives, but lists six examples of comp­

letive, customary and cgntinuative.negative imperatives. All of 

these forms include a prefix sequence ca(i)-s "used to express in-

. tention in the immediate future," but none of them includes -m 'middle'. 

2.3. Sh. Kuipers lists the following intransitive imperative 

suffixes: -(x)e 'sg'; -xWye 'pI'. The longer form of the singular 

affix (-xe) occurs obligatorily after? or V, optionally elsewhere. 

When discussing the transitives Kuipers says that the imptv 

ends in -e, with plural addresses in -y-e (before which a velar is 

labialized) [probably by analogy with the intrans imptv pI -xWye 

< -x-wyej. The suffix-stressed type of the -nt- class has a suffix 

-ek- (_ekW_y) after the transitivizer in the 3rd person object forms. 

The 2-1 form [you-me] has -x-e besides -e, on the analogy of intr. 

forms with the suffix om, and the 2p-l form has an extra suffix -m­

after the object-suffix, on the analogy of the 2-1 forms. For ex­

ample, Ipi~ 'squeeze': 

2-3 

2-1 

", p1c-nt-e 

p'l.p~-n-cm-e 

pip~-n-cm-x-e 

2-1p pi~-nt-e kW~xw 

2p-3 pf~-nt-y-e 

2p-l pip~-n-cl-m-y-e 

16 

Examples of suffix-stressed -nt- class imptv are (/lJ!: 'squeal on 

somebody'): 

2-1 ~-n-cecm-e 

lJ!:-n-cecm-x-e 

2p-3 lJ!:-nt-ekW-ye 

2p-l lJ!:-n-cecl-m-ye 

2 .4. Th. Thompson and Thompson report these Th affixes: 

sg pI 

trans -e -wz-e 

intrans -(x)e -(x)wz-e 

The distribution of -x-e (and -x-wz-e) is as follows: -x- is "often 

found suffixed to various kinds of intransitive stems; it is espec-

ially common with the middles... Forms with and wi thout -x have 

been recorded without semantic contrast: cwamxe - cwame 'work'." 

Thompson does not mention an affix that would parallel Sh -ek 

(and Cv -ikW), but gives examples of a special imptv sg -we?, with 

corresponding plurals, as in nes-we? nes-uz-e 'go'. 

3. Summary and conclusions. I schematize the imperative 

affixes of all the languages discussed, first the intransitive, and 

then the transitive. 

Intransitives 

Sg PI Lg 

-x -wi Cv 

-(i)$ -ui Ka 

-(Y)$ -wy Sp 

17 
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-s -ul Cr 

-Cx) e -x"'ye Sh 

-Cx)e -Cx)wz-e Th 

Di transi tive 

-ntC -ik"') -nt-i 9 

-stC -ik"') -st-i 

-itC -ik"') -it-i Cv 

-xC i) t -xCi) t-i 

-Ct)uit -Ct)uit-i 

-ntC ek"') -nt-i 
-it -it-i 

-sCi)t -sCi)t-i Ka 
-sk'" -sk"'-i 

-st-ek'" -st-ek"'-i 

-nt -nt-i 

-it -it-i Sp 
-sk'" -sk"'-i 

-nt-e -nt-y-e 

-nt-ek-e -nt-ekW-ye 
Sh 

-toe -teye Th 

Negative Intransitive Imptv 

lut intr pron poss pron ks-stem-0 Cv 

ta qe?es-stem-0 Ka 

15 

-te.? - .... a1I\-'tec 7 ~ 

-lllol.)- ~ (t) _-t .... 7 

-(\114)-$ (~)-t4 7 

-k(t)~ ta.7 

- 'i O)(t;) _"b:..7 

-t.~t(~) -to...? 
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Negative Middle Imptvs 

Ccorresp to Cdi)trans) 

lut intr pron poss pron ks-stem-CV)m 

" -st-Ci)m 

" -it-Ci)m Cv 

" -xCi) t-<lIlI 

" -Ct)1:1it-am 

ta " -am Ka 

yet 
These charts show well that it is not-possible to reconstruct 

a proto Interior Salish imperative system simply because they are 

not complete. But the following observations are possible. All 

the southern languages except Cr share a similar system, with sane 

possible mergers in Ka-Sp; Cr needs further study. The northern 

languages seem to have superimposed to their original system the 

intransitive one borrowed from their neighbors to the south. As 

soon as we discover some relics of the original system we can map 

out its developments into each of the descendant languages. 




