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Preface  

0, Almost all of  t h i s  paper c o n s i s t s  of t h e  ( e n t i r e )  t e x t  

o f  a 1982 BA t h e s i s  completed at Reed College by t h e  f i r s t  

au thor ,  Nancy Fowler, ( I n  t h e  t h e s i s ,  t h e  pronoun "1" t h u s  

r e f e r s  t o  h e r ;  t h e  second au thor  of t h i s  working paper is  

r e f e r r e d  t o  by name o r  i n  t h e  t h i r d  person,)  A s  a j o i n t  e f f o r t ,  

wi th  t h e  p re face  added, t h e  t i t l e  d i f f e r s  s l i g h t l y  from t h a t  of  

t h e  t h e s i s  ("Wasco-wishram Noun P lu ra l sw) .  

Because t h e  time o f  completion of  t h e  t h e s i s  corresponded 

c l o s e l y  t o  t h e  due d a t e  f o r  papers  f o r  t h i s  conference,  w e  

r e g r e t  t h a t  i t  was necessary f o r  ours t o  be a " l a t e  paper1' 



and f o r  us t o  d i s t r i b u t e  the  preface and t h e  t e x t  of t h e  t h e s i s  

informally,* 

This  preface is intended t o  provide a summary, o r  overview, 

of some of t h e  data,  t o  add a few supplementary ideas ,  and t o  

provide added information on t h e  context f o r  Fowlerls  t h e s i s  

and t h i s  jo in t  of fer ing ,  

Except f o r  s c a t t e r e d  examples drawn from S a p i r t s  Wishram 

Texts  (19091, t h e  da ta  i n  t h i s  paper have never been published, - 
Fowler did not undertake o r i g i n a l  f i e l d  research ,  but  she  d id  use all  

of the  l o c a l l y  ava i l ab le  unpublished f i l e s  and manuscripts, 

French is one of those who has done Chinookan f i e l d  work, and 

he r e - e l i c i t e d  o r  e l i c i t e d  a t  l e a s t  ha l f  of  the  nounso** H e  

was the  f a c u l t y  advisor  f o r  the  t h e s i s  and a l s o  shared i n  t h e  

wr i t ing  of the  preface, He apprecia tes  Fowlerls wi l l ingness  

t o  l is t  him a s  co-author, 

,' 

8 

Those who have only the  preface but  would l i k e  a copy of 
t h e  t h e s i s  sec t ion  as well ,  can obta in  one by w r i t i n g  t o  David 
French (address  on cover pagelo To cover p a r t  of  t h e  expenses 
of dup l i ca t ing  and mailing, a check f o r  92.50, made o u t  t o  Reed 
College, would be appreciated but i s  not mandatory. I n  due 
course, t h e  t h e s i s  w i l l  be a v a i l a b l e  on an i n t e r l i b r a r y  loan 
b a s i s  

+ * 
Most of the  examples c i t e d  by Fowler are t h e  f i r s t  

r e l i a b l e  forms, e spec ia l ly  singular/plural. p a i r s ,  t h a t  had been 
recorded. This  means t h a t  Walter Dykts exce l l en t  f i l e s  a r e  
the  source of most examples. See footnote 5 f o r  a l i s t i n g  of 
the  o the r s ,  such as Dell Hymes and Kathrine French, whose da ta  
were used, 



Table I is intended t o  provide examples of many of t h e  types  

of p l u r a l  nouns. Included are those with the  productive pre- 

f i x e s  it- ' p l u r a l 1  and i&- ' c o l l e c t i v e  neuter '  and the  pro- 

duct ive  s u f f i x e s  - m y  ' d i a t r i b u t i v s '  and -(Vovel)kg v'lanimatew 

plura l . '  There a r e  also a few which a r e  r e l a t i v e l y  rarer. Some 

Some of the l a t t e r  a r e ,  indeed, frequently used i n  speech; 

t h e i r  " r a r i t y v  r e f e r s  t o  the  f a c t  t h a t  t h e r e  are not a s  many 

nouns assignable t o  such types of p lura l iza t ion .  Following 

Table I is  a l i s t i n g  of o ther  types  of pluralization--ones 

which could not be included i n  t h e  table.  Many o f  these,  too, 

a r e  "rarev i n  the  sense used above. 





Suffixeu and i n i t i a l  p re f ixes  are not the  only gramma- 

t i c a l  f e a t u r e s  r e l evan t  t o  noun p lu ra l i za t ion ,  Others a r e  

l i s t e d  below; i n  t h e  examples, t h e  s i g n i f i c a n t  p l u r a l i z i n g  

elemento-if any--is underlined. Nevertheless, t h e  reader  

w i l l  need t o  consult  the  designated sec t ions  of Chapter I1 

i n  o rde r  t o  understand t h e  complexities involved i n  some 

of these  l i s t i n g s .  

1. Possessive pref i x e s  (sec t ion  2.5.1) i-c&-gi-k%an 
'mail, paper c a r r i e r s 1  (202)  

2. Dis t r ibu t ive  verbal  s u f f i x  (2.5.2) i-da-wi-wa-lal - 
'dancers' (208) 

3. Verbal "postposi t ionsW (2.5.3) a - s - k ' i - E m - a 1  
'pots '  (216) 

4. Root o r  stem change (2.6) id-namgks 'women' (220) 

5. Reduplication ( p a r t i c l e s )  (2.9) wixat ?e '-&a 
'bends i n  t h e  roadt  ? 2 < 3 -  

6. Nouns lacking s ingular /p lura l  d i s t i n c t i o n s  (2.7) 
i b l a  'fog' (245) 

There a r e  add i t iona l  a spec t s  of p lu ra l i za t ion  n o t  covered 

here. For example, double quotat ion marks were placed around 

"animateN i n  the  heading f o r  t h e  -(V)k8 s u f f i x  group i n  

Table I. This is because, l i k e  Cree and some o t h e r  Algonquian 

languages, such s u f f i x e s  appear on nouns t h a t  seem t o  lack 

animate q u a l i t i e s  ( see  s e c t i o n s  2.4.3.5 and .6 ) .  

The readers  of the:thesis may be puzzled by aspec t s  of 

t h e  treatment of noun p re f ixes  i n  sec t ion  2.1, pp. 6-7. For 

example, i t  might be asked why t h e  i n i t i a l  A/NG (apposi t ive/  

number-gender) pref ixes ,  following S i l v e r s t e i n ,  are sometimes 



numbered with a  subsc r ip t  "3" and why possessive p re f ixes  a r e  

numbered "4." A few comments may be helpful ,  I f  the  t h e s i s  

is rev i sed  f o r  publ ica t ion ,  it could be des i rab le  t o  inc lude  

an explanat ion t h a t  such noun p re f ixes  a r e  highly s i m i l a r  t o  

c e r t a i n  verb p re f ixes  and a r e  su re ly  h i s t o r i c a l l y  derived from 

t h e  l a t t e r o  The nwnbering system i a  baaed on t h e  ( e r g a t i r e )  

verb s e r i e s ,  wherein subsc r ip t  number "1" r e f e r e  t o  t e n s e s  

and "2" t o  t r a n s i t i v e  sub jec t s  (both  lacking i n  nouns); t h e  

A/NG noun p re f ixes  correspond t o  the  subjec tsJof  i n t r a n s i t i v e  
3 

verbs (and t o  t r a n s i t i v e  verb o b j e c t s  1, Noun-verb concord a 3 
is present ,  I n  the t h e s i s ,  the  in ten t ion  was t o  d i f f e r e n t i a t e  

A/NG pre f ixes  from possessive ones4 i n  a manner cons ia ten t  3 
w i t h  c e r t a i n  recent  wr i t ings  on Chinookan, Inc iden ta l ly ,  t h e  

designat ion ttappositivc/number-genderw (A/&) might be improved, 

but  no s u b s t i t u t e  has been found, 

It w a s  a  s u r p r i s e  t o  both authors  (cf, p, 3) t h a t  t h e r e  

ie s o  l i t t l e  general wr i t ing  on noun p l u r a l s  ( o r  number) i n  

t h e  l i t e r a t u r e .  One hope i n  o f fe r ing  t h i s  paper f o r  t h e  

S a l i s h  Conference is t h a t  i t  w i l l  then, o r  subsequently, e l i c i t  

use fu l  references ,  

Fowler was uncertain a s  t o  how many comparative s ta tements  

t o  a t tempt ;she  regards her  t h e s i s  comments on European lan-  

guages as being only suggestiveo We a r e  aware t h a t  examination 

of languages from o the r  a reas  could y i e l d  many types  of noun 

p l u r a l i z a t i o n ,  even though any one group might manifest only  



one o r  a few of these.  I n  t h e  P a c i f i e  Northwest, Sahaptin has  a 

simple system; Kalapuyan doesn ' t  appear t o  have t r u e  p l u r a l s  

but  does sometimes have d i s t r i b u t i v e  and c o l l e o t i r e  forms 

(Yvonne Hajda, personal  communication). By c o n t r a s t ,  some o r  

all of t h e  S a l i s h  languages have a number of  t y p e s  of noun 

p l u r a l i z a t i o n  (Dale Kinkade, personal  communication), We hare 

not  y e t  been a b l e  t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  even l o c a l  languages adequately. 
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A b s t r a c t  

T h i s  t h e s i s  d e s c r i b e s  t h e  grammar of noun p l u r a l i z a t i o n  

i n  '9'lasco-'7ishram o r  vlssco a n d  ; 'lishrsm, two n e a r l y  i d e n t i c a l  

d i a l e c t s  of  U2per Chinook i n  t h e  P a c i f i c  Nor thwes t .  Data a r e  

p r i a z r i l y  draNn from u n p u b l i s h z d  l e x i c a l  f i l e s .  Noun p l u r a l s  

a r e  found t o  i n v o l v e  a wide v a r i e t y  of  morphological p r o c e s s e s .  

I t  i s  a r g u e d  t h n t  some of  t h e s e  p r o c e s s e s  a r e  m o t i v a t e d  by such  

s e m a n t i c  d ~ s t l n c t l o n s  a s  distribution, c o l l e c t i v i t y ,  a n d  a n i -  

m a q .  C o r r e l a t i o n s  between noun c l a s s e s  a n d  ? l u r s l i z a t r o n  

t y p  e s  a r e  a l s o  s u g g e s t e d .  



I n t r o d u c t i o n  1 

1.1. I n t r o d u c t i o n  t o  t h e  Problem 

The purpose of t h i s  h e s i s  i s  t o  p r o v i d e  a n  a d e q u a t e  d e s c r i p -  

t i o n  of  n o a i n a l  p l u r s l i z a t i o n  i n  Vlasco and  N i s h r a n ,  two nlrnost 

i d e n t i c a l  d i a l e c t s  of  t h s  Chinookan l a n g u s g e s .  

Two b a s i c  t a s k s  a r e  r e l e v a n t  t o  t h t  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of  noun 

p l u r a l s .  F i r s t ,  a l l  t h e  r e g u l a r  g r a m t i c s 1  p r o c e s s e s  by which 

nouns nay be p l u r a l i z e d  must be i d e n t i f i e d .  T h i s  t n s k  i n v o l v e s  

l o o k i n g  f o r  c o n t r s s t s  among forms and  meanings .  '//here a d i f f e r -  

e n c e  i n v o l v i n g  p i u r a l i t y  i s  obse rved  f o r  nouns bs sed  on  t h e  same 

stem, one s e e k s  t o  i s o l z t e  t h e  g r s m a t i c s l  e l e m e n t ,  o r  ? l e n e n t s ,  

r e s ? o n s i b l j  f o r  t h i s  c o n t r a s t .  The many a a y s  In vihich ;'l3sco- 

':?ishrsm nouns mng ba 9 l u r z l i z e d  a;e i n v e n t o r i e d  i n  Chap te r  I1 o f  

t h i s  t h e s i s .  

A second s s ? e c t  of t h e  comple t e  d e s c r i ~ t i o n  o f  noun p l u r a l i -  

z a t i o n ,  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of  s e m m t i c  d i s t i n c t i o n s  whlch i n t e r -  

s e c t  w i t h  t h e  c ~ t s g o r y  o f  p l u r a l i t y ,  i s  i n t e g r a l i y  l i n k e d  t o  t h e  

f i r s t ,  I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  f u n c t i o n i n g  as p l u r a l i z e r s ,  many o f  t h e  

g r a m ~ s t i c a l  e l e m e n t s  d i s c u s s e d  I n  t h i s  t h e s i s  m e  i n v o l v e d  i n  

sem3nti.c o p p o s i t i o n s  which go beyond t h a  s i m p l e  i n d i c a t i o n  of 

p l u r a l i t y  , 

One of  t h e  most f r u i t f u l  s a p r o a c h e s  t o  t h a  s t u d y  of  grammati- 

c a l  meaning h a s  been  deve loged  by Roman J skobson  (Jakobson 1371;  c f .  

Jakobson 1 9 4 1 ) .  I n s 3 i r e d  by s t r u c t u r a l  t r e a t m e n t s  o f  phonology, 



Jakobson  has  a r g u e d  t h a t  t h e  c o n c e p t s  of marked a n d  unmarked 

s e m a n t i c  f e a t u r e s  c a n  be enp loyed  t o  e l u c i d a t e  t h e  meaning of  

g rammat i ca l  c a t e g o r i e s .  The mlrked  member of  a  s e m a n t i c  oppo- 

s i t i o n  i s  s e e n  as  c o m u n i c a t ~ n g  a, r e l a t i v e l y  s p e c i f i c  p i e c e  o f  

i n f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t  t h e  p r e s e n c e  of a q u a l i t y  o r  f e a t u r e .  The 

unmarked member e x p r e s s e s  e i t h e r  t h e  absence  of t h e  q u a l i t y  i n  

q u e s t i o n ,  o r  more g e n e r a l l y ,  s a y s  n o t h i n g  a b o u t  i t s  3 r e s e n c e  o r  

a b s e n c e ,  de2end ing  o n  t h e  l e v a 1  o r  c o n t e x t  of  t h e  c o n t r 3 s t .  

The u t i l i t y  of  t h e  conceg t  of markedness ,   hen a d a p t e d  t o  

t h e  s t u d y  of  g rammat i ca l  meaning, i s  t h a t  i t  a l l o w s  one t o  p o s i t  

l e v e l s  o f  c o n t r s s t  a t  which v a r i o u s  s e m a n t i c  d i s t i n c t i o n s  a r e  

r e a l i z e d ,  r a t h e r  t h a n  l o o k i n g  f o r  i n v a r i a n t  c o r r e l a t i o n s  be tween 

form and  meaning. In  t h i s  t h e s i s ,  i t  w i l l  be s e e n  t h a t  c e r t a i n  

a f f i x e s  i n v o l v e d  i n  2 l u r a l i z a t i o n  do n o t  h3ve f i x e d  s e m a n t i c  v a l -  

u e s ,  b u t  t h ~ t  t h e s e  v a l u e s  somet imes  depend on t h e  c o n t e x t  o f  

t h e i r  u sage .  

The s t u d y  of g r a n m a t i c a l  c a t e g o r i e s  h a s  o f t e n  l e d  t o  s t a t e -  

ments  a b o u t  t h e  c u l t u r a l  i m p l i c a t i o n s  o f  d i f f e r e n t  wor ld  v i ews ,  

which c a n  s u p p o s e d l y  be i n f e r r e d  from p e r v a s i v e  p s t t e r n s  of  l i n -  

g u i s t i c  s t r u c t u r e .  Such q u e s t i o n s  w l l l  n o t  be e ~ h a s i z 2 d  i n  

t h i s  t h e s i s .  However, a d e s s r i p t i o n  of  t h e  v a r i e t y  of ways t o  

p l u r a l i z e  Wssco-Y/ishrsm nouns - n i l 1  make c l e a r  t h a t  t h e  d i s t i n c -  

t i o n s  made i n  t h e  p r o c e s s  of ? l u r a l i z a t i o n ,  and c o n v e r s e l y ,  t h o s e  

which a r e  n o t  o b l i g a t o r i l y  made, c e r  t a l n l j -  d i f f e r  f rom E n g l i s h .  

The a a o u n t  of i n f o r m a t i o n  conveyed a b o u t  a g i v e n  noun r a n g e s  

from what we as s p e a k e r s  of E n g l i s h  might  c o n s i d e r  t o  be i n s u f -  



f i c i e n t ,  t o  what would seem t o  u s  t o  be a p r o f u s i o n  of d e t a i l s .  

I n  Chap te r  111, I w i l l  a r g u e  t h x t  t h e  deg ree  of  e l a b o r a t i o n  of  

i n f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t  a  noun, e x p r e s s e d  i n  t h e  p r o c e s s  o f  p l u r a l i -  

z a t i o n ,  c a n  be r o u g h l y  c o r r e l a t e d  t o  s e m a n t i c  domains.  

The g e n e r a l  l i t e r a t u r e  i n  l i n g u i s t i c s  c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  p lu -  

r a l i z a t i o n  of nouns i s  s t r i k i n g l y  s ? s r s e .  O f  c o u r s e ,  l i n g u i s t s  

have s t u d i e d  n o z i n a l  p l u r a l i z a t i o n  i n  i n d i v i d u a l  l a n g u a g e s .  

However, t o  my knowledge, no 3 t te rnpt  has been  nade t o  s y n t h e s i z e  

t h e s e  e f f o r t s  f o r  compara t ive  o r  t y ? o l o g i c a l  g u r 3 o s e s .  The re  

i s  t h u s  no w e l l - d e f i n e d  t h e o r e t i c a l  framework t o  which t h e  f i n d -  

i n g s  of t h i s  t h e s i s  c a n  be r e l a t e d .  A s t a t z m e n t  by D e l l  Hyaes, 

a l t h o u g h  ve ry  g e n e r a l  i n  s c o g e ,  c o u l d  a ? p l y  t o  t h e  l i t e r a t u r e  

p e r t a i n i n g  t o  p l u r 3 l i  t y  : 

. . . a l t h o u g h  t h e  d i s c o v e r y  ? r o c e d u r e s  t h a t  s r e  
p r e r e q u i s i t e  t o  a  s o l i d  d e s c r i p t i v e  f o u n d a t i o n  
a r e  w e l l  worked a u t  f o r  h o n o l o g y  m d  morphologi -  
c a l  form, t h i s  i s  n o t  t h e  c a s e  f o r  g r a m m a t i c s l  
c a t e g o r i e s  . . . . P r e c i s e  d e f i n i t i o n s  of sub-  
t y ? e s ,  and  t h e  s ? e c i f i c a t i o n  of o p e r a t i o n s  f o r  
d e t e r m i n i n g  t h e  p re sence  o r  absence  o f  a c s t e ~  - 
g o r y ,  and  i t s  n a t u r e ,  z r e  l i t t l e  a v a i l a b l e .  
(Hynes 1961:30)  

1.2. L i n g u i s t i c  C l a s s i f i c a t i o n  and S t h n o g r a p h i c  Background 
2 

A b o r i g i n a l l y ,  ':issco and  ;Vishrsn were t h e  ~ o s t  e s s t e r l y  d i a -  

l e c t s  of t h e  Chinook3n l a n g u s g a s .  These l n n g u a g e s  were s?oken  

i n  a n  rirea i n c l u d i n g  t h e  edge  of Shoa lwa te r  ( ' ~ i l l s p s )  Zay, t h e  

n o r t h  and  s o u t h  s i d e s  of t h e  Columbia R i v e r ,  f rom i t s  mouth t o  

a p p r o x i m a t e l y  200 m i l e s  t o  t h e  e a s t ,  and  i n  t h s  ex t reme n o r t h -  

e r n  p a r t  o f  t h e  lY i l l sme t t e  V a l l e y .  3 e  Chinooksn  f s n i l y  h a s  

u s u a l l y  been d i v i d e d  i n t o  two l a n g u a g e s ,  Lower Chinook :.nd 



Upper chinook? Lower Shinoolc d i a l e c t s  were t tChinook p r o p e r t t  

(or  S h o a l w a t e r  Chinook)  and  C l s t s o p .  Up?er C h i n o o ~  i s  com3r ised  

of  Kath lamet  ( s h a d i n g  i n t o  i t s  n a s r  n e i g h b o r s ) ,  and  3 group  of 

m u t u a l l y  i n t e l l i g i b l e  d i a l e c t s  c o l l a c t i v e l y  known as  K i k s h t  ( o r  

~ i k g h t ) .  K i k s h t  d i a l e c t s  c a n  be l a b e l e d  a s  Clackamas,  Cascades ,  

Nasco, and I l i sh r sn .  (Clacksmss,  2nd p o s s i b l y  Cascades ,  s r e  ex-  

t i n c t  . ) Because ' 'Issco s n d  ' t ' i s h r ~ n  a r e  a l ~ o ;  t i n d i s t  i n g u i s h a b l a  

i n  t e rms  of  ?honology,  g r m i n a r ,  s n d  l e x i c o n ,  t h e y  cnn--for  t h e  

most par  t--be t r e a ~ e d  as a  s i n g l e  l l n g u i s  t i c  u n i t ,  'Yssco-'Nishran. 

V i l l a g e  s i t e s  i n h s b i  t e d  by '.'!sscoa xna .Vishrams :vere once 

l o c a t e d  n - a r  t h e  :>resent  s i t e  of The D a l l e s ,  Oregon. The s o c i z l  

o r g a n i z s t l o n s ,  c u l t u r e s ,  and e c o n o a i e s  o f  t h e  two g roups  were 

h i g h l y  s i z i i l a r .  H o ~ c v e r ,  iVishrams t ended  t o  i n h a b i t  and f r e q u e n t  

t h e  n o r t h  (now " insh ing ton )  s i d e  of  t h e  Co lunb ia ,  ivhi le  '.'lsscos 

were a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  t h e  s o u t h  s i d e  of t h e  r i v e r .  ':he d i s t i n c -  

t i o n  between t h e  t w o  grou;Js was m 3 i n t n i n e d ,  o r  pe rhaps  h e i g h t e n e d ,  

when most ':Jishrxms l a t e r  noved t o  ' .9ash ington1s  Yakims r e s e r v a -  

t i o n ,  d h l l e  . . 'ascos were g e n e r a l l y  r e l o c a t e d  t o  t h e  '7srrn S y r i n g s  

2 e s e r v a t i o n  i n  Oregon. 

1.3, Methods and  M a t e r i a l s  

,The n o s t  comple t e  d e s c r i p t i o n  of t h e  granmsr of ! I ishraz,  

and by i m p l i c % t i o n ,  'JJasco, w s s  p r o v i d e d  by Wal t e r  Dyk i n  h i s  

Grammar - o f  %'ishram ( D ~ K  1933) .  Howe+er, D y k l s  d e s c r i 2 t i o n  of 

nominal  p l u r a l i z a t i o n  does  n o t  i n c l u d e  a l l  of  t h e  many t y p e s  of 

noun p l u r a l s ,  nor  i s  Dyk l s  t r e a t m e n t  of  t h e i r  s e m a n t i c  c o r r e -  

l a t e s  a d e q u s t e .  



To i m ? r p t e  on D y k ' s  t r e a t m e n t  o f  p l u r a l i t y ,  I h s v e  made 

u s e  of 3 l a r g e  c o r ? u s  o f  d a t a .  L e x i c s l  f i l e s  f o r  ;Vasc~- '~Yishran  

s r e  t h e  s o u r c e  o f  most  o f  ny e x a m ? l e s .  I n c l u d e d  i n  t h e s e  f i l e s ,  

i n  v a r y i n g  q u a n t i t i e s ,  s r e  t h e  n o t e s  o f  Y i a l ~ e r  Dyk ( n . d . ) ,  Dav id  

a n d  K a t h r i n e  F r e n c h  ( n . d . ) ,  D e l l  Hymes (n.d. ), P h i l i d  Kahc lamat  

(n.d . ), and  Zdwgrd S a p i r  (n .d  . ) . : ~ ! i c h a e l  S i l v e r s t e i n ' s  l e x i c a l  

f i l e s  were  n o t  q v a i l a b l e ,  b u t  :;any o f  h i s  v a r b  e n t r i e s  f o r  t h e  

u n p u b l i s h e d  Yasco a n d  ;Vishrsx d i c t i o n s r y  were i n  t h e  F r e n c h e s '  

p e r s o n a l  l i b r a r y  a n d  w s r e  o c c s s l o n v l l y  u s e d  t o  a i d  i n  t h e  a n a l y -  

sis o f  nouns  (Hxmes, S i l v e r s t e i a ,  2nd F r a n z h ,  n . d . ) .  (Edward 

C u r t i s 1  v o c a b u l a r i e s  ( 1 3 1 1 )  do n o t  i n c l u d e  noun n l u r a l s . )  

F i n a l l y ,  Zdwnrc! S s L > i r s 1 s  i'lishrs::; T e x t s  were  s e a r c h e d  f o r  r e l e -  

v a n t  n o u n s ,  w i ~ h  s p e c i a l  s t t e n t i o n  b e i n g  ? a i d  co v a r i s t l o n s  i n  

noun f ~ r n s  s n d  t h e  c o n t e x t s  i n  wT.ich t h e y  o c c u r .  These  s r e  t h e  

p r i i ~ ~ s r ;  a a u r c z s  f r o n  w:iic:? c y  d a t a  , # ? r e  draivn; o t h e r  a r u r c e s  

w h i c h  .v*re i n f r e q u e n t l y  u s e d  a p p e s r  i n  t h e  b l b l ~ o g r s ~ 3 h y .  4 

A l i , ; . i t s t i o n  o f  t h i s  t h e s i s  is t h a t  I h3ve o n l y  s e l e c t i v e l y  

e x h a u s f e d  a 2 d  o r z s e n t e d  t h e  d s t n .  A l t h o u g h  I h a v e  s t t e n p t e d  t o  

i n a e c t  e v z r y  noun a v a i l a b l e  t o  ma, i t  is i - . p r a c t i c a l  t o  i n c l u d e  

a l l  s u c h  f o r c j  i n  t h F s  s t u d y .  I n s t e 2 d ,  I hs7r?  t r i e d  t o  p o v i d e  

am?le  e x s m ~ l i f i c a t i o n  o f  a l l  r e g u l ~ r  p s c t s r n s  o f  g l u r a l  fo rma-  

t i o n .  '?/hen nouns  s r e  p l u r s l i z e d  i n  a g r l ~ i ; a t i c s l l y  u n u s u a l  f n s h -  

i o n ,  o r  do n o t  corlfor. ,!  t o  t h e  u s u a l  s z n a n t l c  ? s t t s r n s  of no:;:i:-a1 

p l u r a l i z a t i o n ,  I hnve i n c l u d e d  a l l  a v a i l s b l e  a t t e s t e d  e x a m p l e s .  



C h a p t e r  I1 

Noun 2 1 u r z l s  

2 .L S t r u c t u r e  o f  t h e  :Vssco-!Yishrzn Noun 

Each ivasco-:Vishrsn noun i s  b a s e d  o n  a s t e m .  To t h e  s t e m  

a n  o b l i g s t o r y  i n r t i a l  p r e f i x  i s  s d d e d .  T h i s  i n i t i s l  p r e f i x  c o n -  

v e y s  t h e  p e r s o n ,  numbsr s n d - - i n  t h e  t h i r d  p 3 r s o n  s i n g u l a r  o n l y - -  

t h e  g e n d e r  ( r n a s c c l i n e ,  f e i ! . in ine ,  o r  " n e u t e r u )  o f  t h e  noun.  How- 

e v e r ,  t h e  v a r i o u s  f o r m s  o f  ? s r s o n ,  n u ~ b e r , a n d  g e n d e r  o f  n o u n s  

d i s t i n g u i s h  two k i n d s  o f  i n i t i a l  ? r e f i x e s .  F o r  x o s t  n o u n s  t h e  

i n i t i a l  p r e f i x  i s  a number-gendzr  o r  c l s s s r f y i n g  p r e f i x .  Nunber-  

g e n d e r  p r e f i x e s  I re  s l w a y s  i n  t h e  t h i r d  3 e r s o n ;  t h e  g e n d e r  o f  

t h e  noun  is f i x e d ;  a n d  t h 2  p r ? l i x  may be c h a n g e d  o n l y  uo i n d i -  

c s t e  number ( s i n g u l a r  , d u a l ,  p l u r z l ,  o r  i n d e f i n i t e  1. 

A p g o s i t i v e  p r e f i x e s ,  o n  t h e  o t h e r  h s n d ,  o c c u r  w i t h  nouns  

whose g e n d e r  =ind p e r s o n  a r e  n o t  f i x e d  a n d  c n n  be p r o d u c t i v e l y  

i n d i c s t e d  by  t h e  a p p o s i t i v e  p r e f i x .  Thus ,  a n  s p p o s i t i v e  p r e f i x  

c a n  h z v e  a n y  one  o f  t h e  t h r e e  g e n d e r s  i n  t h e  t h i r d  p 3 r s o n   sing^- 

l a r  . U n l i k e  numbar-gender  p r e f i x e s ,  a s a o s i  t i v e  p r z f i x e s  c a n  a l s o  

a p p e a r  i n  t h e  f i r s t  s n d  s e c o n d  p e r s o n s .  The n ~ m b e r  o f  a n  a p p o s i -  

t i v e  p r e f i x  c a n  be a n y  o f  t h e  fo r lcs  com..on t o  n u n b e r - g e n d e r  ? r e -  

f i x e s ,  b u t  a l s o ,  f o r  f i r s t  p e r s o n  f o r m s ,  d u a l  i n c l u s i v e ,  d u a l  

e x c l u s i v e ,  p l u r a l  i n c l u s i - ; e  o r  p l u r z l  e x c l u s i v e .  

The d i s t i n c t i o n  b e t w e e n  number-gender  2nd a p ? o s i t i v e  p r e -  

f i x e s  w i l l  n o t  be m a i n t a i n e d  i n  t h i s  t h e s i s .  A l l  i n i t i a l  n o m i n a l  

p r e f i x e s  w i l l  be c z l l r d  appositive/number-gender ? r e f i x e s ,  h e r e -  



a f t e r  a b b r e v i n t s d  a s  A/'NG. 

A second e l e m e n t ,  t h e  p o s s e s s i v e  p r e f i x ,  may precede  t h e  

noun s tem.  T h i s  p r e f i x  e x p r e s s e s  t h e  number, p e r s o n ,  and  i n  

t he  t h i r d  p e r s o n  s i n g u l n r  o n l y ,  t h e  s e x  of  t h e  p o s s e s s o r  o f  t h e  

noun s t em.  TNith some noun s t e m s ,  s u c h  a s  t h o s e  d e n o t i n g  c e r t s i n  

body p a r t s ,  a ? o s s e s s i v e  p r e f i x  is  o b l i g n t o r y .  

The noun s tem fo l lo8 i s  t h e s e  p r z f i x z s .  S u f f i x e s  may be 

added  t o  t h e  s t em.  Re levan t  t o  t h i s  t h e s i s  a r e  t h o s e  s u f f i x e s  

which f u n c t i o n  t o  p l u r a l i z e  nouns ( s s e  s e c t i o n  2 - 4 ) .  

Michae l  S i l v e r s t e i n  (Hymes, e t  a l .  n.d;; also, 2 s r s o n a l  

cornn:unicatlon t o  Dsvid F r e n c h )  ha3  deve loped  a numbering scheme 

f o r  i d e n t i f y i n g  2nd s p s c i f y i n g  t h a  o r d e r  of v e r b s 1  2nd nominal  

e l e m e n t s .  O c c a s i o n a l l > - ,  I w i l l  u se  h i s  convention of  l a b e l i n g  

t h e  A/NG p r e f i x  of a naun w i t h  a s u b 3 c r i p t  3 ,  and  t h e  posses -  

s i v e  $ r e f i x  w i t h  a s u b s c r i s t  4 ,  i n  o r d e r  t o  c r o s s - r e f e r e n c e  

t h e s e  Wasco-;'lishram mor?hem?s t o  t h e i r  E n g l i s h  t r a n s l a t i o n s .  

2 . 2 .  P l u r a l i z a t i o n  of  Nouns 

Q k  (1333:93)  s t a t s s  t h s t  t h e r e  a r e  15 d i f f e r e n t  p a t t e r n s  

of Yishram nomins l  p l u r a l i z a t i o n ,  g i v e n  a 1 1  p ~ s a i b l e  combina- 

t i o n s  of 4 / N C  ? r e f i x e s  and  t h e  two g l u r s l i z i n g  s u f f i x e s  which 

Dyk i d e n t i f i e s .  I n  t h i s  c h a p t e r ,  I w i l l  s u g g e s t  t h s t  t h e r e  

a r e  p a t t e r n s  of p l u r a l i z a t i o n  which Dyk n e g l e c t e d  t o  d e s c r i b e ,  

Dyk f u r t h e r  c h a r 2 c t e r i z e s  most '!Vishraro nouns ss hav ing  Ifno 

r e g u l a r  r u l e  by ;vhich p l u r a l s  s r e  formed" (Dyk 1333: 33) .  By 

t h i s  remark ,  Dyk seems t o  h ~ v z  meant t h a t ,  due t o  t h e  m u l t i ? l i -  

c l t y  of ways t o  p l u r l l i z e  3 noun, onz canno t  p r e d i c t  how a noun 



w i l l  b e  p l u r a l i z e d  on  t h e  b s s i s  o f  which A/NG p r e f i x  i t  t a k e s  

i n  t h e  s i n g u l a r .  T h i s  observation i s  t r u e ,  b u t  f 3 i l . s  t o  c o n s i -  

d e r  t h a t  o t h e r  f e a t u r e s  o f  t h e  noun  c s n  t h r o a  l i g h t  o n  t h e  f o r m  

t a k e n  by ~ t s  p l u r a l .  By p a y i n g  c l o s e  a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e  morpho- 

l o g i c a l  a n d  s e r n s n t l c  r e g u l s r i t i e s  ( s n d  i r r e g u l a r i t i e s )  a s s o c i -  

a t e d  a i t h  e s c h  t y p e  o f  noun p l u r a l i z a t i o n ,  I hope  t o  o e s c r i b e  

t h e  n s t u r e  a n d  e x t e n t  o f  t h e  v s r i s b i l l t y  o f  noun  p l u r a l r z a t i o n  

more c l e s r l y  t h a n  Dyk h l s .  

2 . 3 , P l u r a l i z z t i o n  by Chsnge o f  ~ ~ , o o s i t i v e / N u m b e r - G e n d e r  P r e f i x e s  

M o r ? h o l o g i c a l l y ,  t h e  s i z 3 l e s t  t y p e  o f  noun p . l u r a l i z a t i o n  i s  

a c h i e v e d  by c h a n g i n g  a s i n g u l n r  A/NG p r e f i x  ( i - ~ w i - ,  a a s c u l i n e ,  

o r  a - 0 s - ,  f e m i n i n e )  o r  a n  i n d e k n i t e  p r e f i x  ( i s - )  t o  s n o t h e r  

t y ? e  o f  A/NG p r e f i x .  7 

2.3.l, i t -  (-id-), t h e  t k i r d  p e r s o n  p l u r a l  A/NG p r 3 f i x ,  i s  

s e m a n t i c a l l y  l e s s  co!!;pLzx t h a n  t h e  o t h e r  s r e f i x e s  3nd j u f f i x e s  

w h i c h  c a n  mark a noun  a s  p l u r a l .  T h i s  i s  b e c a u s e  i t -  d o e s  n o t  

e n t e r  i n t o  a n y  of t h e  s e u i a n t l c  s p e c i a l i z s t i o n s  e x h i b i t e d  by o t h e r  

2 l u r a l i z l n g  morphemes.  The f o l l o w i n g  a r e  e x a a ? l e s  o f  nokns  wnlch 

may be p l u r a l i z e d  by c h a n g i n g  a n  A/NG p r e f i x  t o  i t - :  

6 
( 1  ) i- q-YnaExnai b u l l h e a d  ' ( D J ~  n .d . 1- 

(2 ) i t - g a 4 - q  f i n a z x w a i  ' h e r ,  b u l l h e a d s  ' ( iVD n.d. ) . 
( 3 )  i -Eyank  'male d2br  ( s i n g u l a r )  (WD n.d.1 

( 4 )  i t - E  lank ( d e e r  ( p l u r a l )  ' (3VD nod. ) 

(5 ) i - g u n a t  'Ch inook  s a l m o n  ( s i n g u l a r  ) ' (WD n .d . ) 



( 6 )  i t - g u n a t  'Chinook sa lmon ( p l u r a l )  8 ,  (WD n ,d ,  ) 

( 7 )  a -unafa?  ' h u c k l e b e r r y  (one s p e c i e s )  ' ('.VD n.d. ) 

(8) id -una fax  ' h u c k l e b e r r i e s  ' (;'ID n .d .  ) . 
( 3  ) a - g d l u l  ' a c o r n  ' (iVD n.d . ) 
(10) i t  - q b l u l  ' a c o r n s  ' (XI n  . d .  ) . 
( 1 1 )  a-&agagWuli ' s p i d e r  (;VD n .d .  ) 

( 1 2 )  i t -Aagsgwul i  ' s p i d e r s  ' ('.vD n.d. ) 
( c f .  e x a q l e  ( 3 3 ) )  

Although i t -  g e n e r a l l y  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  a noun i s  p l u r a l ,  some 

nouns t a k e  i t -  when t h i s ,  i n  t h e  u s u a l  s e n s e ,  i s  n o t  t he  c?ise, 

These n r e  of  t e n  nouns i n  a h i c h  t r u e  nuaber  i s  conveyad by t h e  

p o s s e s s i v e  p r e f i x  ( s e e  a l s o  s e c t i o n  2 .51) :  

(1) )  i d - a - i - k a  'he is a t a l k e r  'he h a s  t a l k i n g s '  
( l i t .  t h e y j  h i s 4  t a l k i n g s  ' ) (BD n  .d . ) 

Other  nouns t a k e  i t -  i n  b o t h  t h e  s i n g u l s r  and  t h e  p l u r a l  

fo rms ,  s o  t h s t  i t -  d o e s  n o t  f u n c t i o n  a s  a 2 l u r a l i z e r :  

( 1 4 )  i t - q w & i  ' h o u s e t  (8D n.d.)  

( 1 5 )  i t -qw&i-ma? ' h o u s e s '  ('.VI) n o d , )  

2 . 2 .  A second A/NG p r e f i x ,  i&-, i s  s e m a n t i c a l l y  much sore 

complex t h a n  i t- ,  T h i s  i s  i n  p a r t  due t o  t h e  number of seman- 

t i c  o p p o s i t i o n s  i n  which i L -  p a r t i c i p a t e s .  A b r i e f  d i s c u s s i o n  

of  some of t h e s e  o p p o s i t i o n s  w i l l  h e l p  t o  c l a r i f y  t h e  u s e s  of 

i&- as a p l u r a l i z e r .  



With c e r t a l n  noun s t ems  f o r  ,#hich the  distinction of  s e x  

i s  p r o d u c t i v e ,  n o s t l y  nouns d e n o t i n g  hunsn b e i n g s  and domes t i -  

c s t e d  o r  1 3 r g e  a n i m a l s  (Hymes 1 3 6 1 ) ,  i&- c a n  be used  t o  i n d i -  

c a t e  i n d e f i n i t e n e s s  s s  t o  s e x ,  i n  c o n t r s s t  t o  rnnscul ine 3nd fern- 

i n i n e ,  ?or exarn?le,  i -q  ' i u q t  (WD n.d. ) means ' o l d  man, . a - q ' i u q t  

(:"ID n.d. ) rne,lns ' o l d  woman, ' b u t  ik -q  ' i u q t  ('JD n.d. ) means ' o l d  

p e r s o n , '  w i t h o u t  s p e c i f y i n g  s e x .  It i s  pe rhags  t h i s  usage  of 

i k -  which l e d  Dyk, and o t h e r s ,  t o  c a l l  l&- t h e  " n e u t e r  s i n g u l n r "  

p r e f i x .  

However, lb:ichiel S i l v e r s t e i n  h a s  s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  il- is  more 

a p p r o p r i a t e l y  d e s c r i b e d  as t l c o l l e c  t i v e - n e u t e r  ," ( S i l v e r s t e i n  

1977:144)  because  i t  i s  commonly i n v o l v e d  i n  i n d i c a t i n g  number 

r a t h e r  t h a n  g e n d e r .  Although t h e  Chinookan l a n g u a g e s  a r e  usu-  

a l l y  s a i d  t o  have  t h r e e  number c l a s s e s ,  s i n g u l a r ,  d u a l ,  a n d  p lu -  

r a l ,  S i l v e r s t e i n  f e e l s  t h a t  i&- c o n s t i t u t e s  a f a r t h  number c l a s s :  

[i&-J is t h e  c l s s s  n o t  o f  t r u e  p l u r a l s  b u t  of  c o l -  
l e c t i v e s ,  which a s  s u c h  a r e  ' r e s t r i c  t e d l  t o  b e i n g  
r e f e r r e d  t o  i n  lumps o r  i n d e f i n i t e  masses ;  t h e y  
a r e  n o t  c o u n t e d ,  a n d  t h e r e f o r e  t h e  mass 3 l u r a l s  
a n d  c o l l e c t i v e s  i n  i&- are p a r t  o f  t h i s  c l a s s .  
( S i l v e r s  t e  i n  1972 :398)  

By "mass  plural^,'^ I b e l i e v e  t h a t  S i l v e r s t e i n  i s  r e f e r r i n g  

t o  t h e  c a p a c i t y  of il- t o  c o n n o t e  'some, a few, '  i n s t e a d  of  r;he 

more t r u l y  p l u r a l  c o n n o t a t i o n s  o f  it-. Thus,  t h e  noun a-q ' i q ' w a l  

; b e a d q  (ix/D n.d.)  c a n  be p l u r s l i z e d  w i t h  b o t h  i t -  and is-. How- 

e v e r ,  i&-q  ' i q  'wal conno te  'some beads ,  ' i n  c o n t r a s t  t o  i t - q  ' i q ' w a l  

'beads ,  ' (WD n - d .  ) which is more t r u l y  a l u r a l ,  T h i s  c o n n o t a t i o n  

of i h -  was e x p l i c i t l y  r e c o g n i z e d  by ? h i l i p  Kahclamat ,  a s p e a k e r  

of Wishram, While working w i t h  7,Valter Dyk, he gave t h e  form 



i t-pa?a&-max ' caves  ' (:VD n.d. ) as t h e  p l u r s l  o f  i -papa&,  ' cave  . 
(xD n o d . ) .  A J p a r e n t l y  i n  r e s p o n s e  t o  a q u e s t i o n  by Dyk, Kahclsmat  

r e a c t e d  t o  t h e  form i & - p s ? a l  by s a y l n g  ' 'sounds l i k e  3 o r  4 c a v e s n  

('ND n .d . ) .  

N i t h  c e r t a l n  noun s tems,  t h e n ,  t h2  meaning of  t h e  p r e f l x  

L A -  c a n  be ambiguous. I n  t h e  example g i v e n  above ,  i & - q t i u q t  ('~vD 

n . d . )  was s a i d  t o  conno te  i n d e f i n i t e n e s s  a s  t o  s e x ,  b u t  i t  c a n  

a l s o  mean 'some, a few o l d  peop le . '  

The examples  which I h a r e  p r e s e n t e d  o f  t h e  usage  of  i&- 

h s v a ,  up t o  t h i s  p o i n t ,  b e s n  i n  k e e p i n g  w i t h  S l l v a r s t e i n t s  c h a r -  

a c t e r i z 2 t l o n  of  i&- a s  emphas i z ing  t h e  g roup  o r  mass q u a l i t y  of 

a p l u r a l  noun. However, t h e r e  a r e  a s n y  nouns which t a k e  i&- as 

a p l u r a l ,  wh2re i 4 -  d o e s  n o t  s ? e n  t o  have t h e s e  s e m a n t i c  s p e c i a l -  

i z a t l o n s ,  b u t  i s  r a t h e r  3 t r u a  p l u r s l i z e r .  It would s e e x  t h a t  i&- 

h n s  t h e  connotations of 'some, a f e w , '  o n l y  when i t  i s  a l s o  ?os-  

s i b l e  t o  _ s l u r a l i z e  t h e  loun ~ i t h  ~ t - .  Examgles of.  nouns f o r  

whicn i A -  f u n c t i o n s  as  a t r u e  p l u r a l  A/NG p r e f i x  a r e :  

(16)  a - g i k r w l n k  I p i n f  ('~vD n.d.1 

(17 ) i & - g i k  'win c  ' p i n s  ' ('?ID n  .d . ) 

(18) i - l a ' da s  ' d i s h ?  .(wD n.d ..) . 

( 1 3 )  i & - l g d a s  ' d i s h e s  (YJD n.d. ) 

(20) i-kg u i  ' c e d a r  b a r k  c o n t a i n e r '  (WD n.d.  ) 

(21) i&-kgni ' c e d a r  b a r k  c o n t a i n e r s  ' ('dD n o d .  ) 

( 2 2  ) a-lszix ' c h a i r  ('ID n  .do  ) 



(24)  i - lndzm ' t a b l e  ' (WD n.d.1 

(25) i&-lgdam ' t a b l e s  (BD n o d .  ) 

2.33, Some nouns a r e  p l u r a l i z e d  by c h a n g i n g  a s i n g u l a r  A/NG 

p r e f i x  t o  a d i f f e r e n t  s i n g u l a r  A/NG p r e f i x .  T h i s  t y p e  o f  p l u r -  

a l i z a t i o n  d o e s  n o t  apGe3r t o  h s v j  been p r o d u c t i v e  i n  ;Vasco-Wish- 

ram f o r  s o a e  t ime.  Nouns ? l h r a l i z e d  by s i n g u l ~  p r e f i x e s  a r e :  

(25 ) i - gakwa l  " e e l t 1  (lamprey ) (;YD n .d. ) 

( 2 7 )  a -gnkna l  l ' ee Isu  ( l a a p r e ~ s )  (\'ID nod . ) .  

( 2 8 )  ui-qwdixa 'body l o u s e  ' (':YD n .d .  ) . 
( 2 3 )  - ~ s - ~ ~ d i x a  'body l i c e  ' ('ND n.d. ) 

( 3 0 )  mi-mwa lworn, 'n-.ggot (':ID n.d.1 

( 3 1  ) wa-mwa 'worms, 'maggots  ' ('.vD n.d. ) 

( 3 2 )  ~ i - ~ s t i  'head l o u s e 1  ('.'ID n.d.1 

( 3 3 )  wa-qz t i  'head l i c e  ' (WD n.d.1 

(34 ) a-k 'wia-ktwis-max ' f i n g e r  r i n g 1  (YJD n o d .  ) 

( 3 5 )  i -ktwia-k 'wia-ma3 ' f i n g e r  r i n g s '  ( ~ 3  n.d.1 ( s e e  a l s o  F, 15) 

2.3.4, For  a v e r y  few nouns,  t h e  d u a l  p r e f i x  iz- h i s - )  

c a n  s e r v e  a l s o  t o  p l u r s l i z e  t h z  noun: 

( 2 6 )  i -gakwal  ' "ee lv  ( lamprey  ) (\D n,d, ) 

(36 ) i i - gakwa l  l l e e l s t l  ' ( l ampreys  ) ( d u a l  o r  p l u r a l )  ('HD n.d. ) 
( c f .  e x i a p l e  ( 2 7 ) )  

( 3 7 )  a - k t a d a q i  'small game f i s h  ( s i n g u l a r )  ' ('ND n.d. ) 



(38) i x - k l a d s q i  ' s m a l l  game f i s h  ( d u a l  o r  p l u r a l )  ' (WD 
n.d.) 

2.4, P l u r a l  S u f f i x e s  

I n  a d d i t i o n  to- -or  i n s t e l d  of - -changing  a s i n g u l a r  o r  i n d e f i -  

n i t e  A/NG p r e f i x  t o  a p l u r a l  A/NG g r e f i x ,  many nouns s f f i x  p l u r a l  

s u f f i x e s .  These s u f f i x e s  c a n  convey more s p e c i f i c  i n f o r m a t i o n  

a b o u t  t h e  noun, as w e l l  as t h e  f a c t  t h a t  i t  i s  p l u r a l .  

2,4,l.?he p l u r a l  s u f f i x  -ma$ e n 2 h a s i z e s  t h e  d i s t r i b u t i v e  

o r  i n d i v i d u a t e d  q u a l i t y  of  t h e  noun t o  which i t  i s  a t t a c h e d .  

s e m a n t i c a l l y ,  -ma:, l i ~ e  i t - , c o n t r a s t s  w i t h  i&- when i4- h a s  t h e  

" r e s t r i c t e d "  l u r . i l  c o n n o t a t i o n s  of  'so=le, s few. ' 

2 , u . M o s t  nouns which t a k e  -max i n  t h e  p l u r a l  a l s o  chnnge 

t h e i r  A/NG p r e f i x e s  t o  i t-:  

( 1 1 )  a - & a g a g w u l i  ' s p i d e r  ' :':ID n.d. ) 

( 3 3 )  i t -&agngwul i -max  ' s g i d e r s '  (''I'D n.d. ) 
' ( c f .  e x a n o l e  ( 1 2 ) )  

(40)  s - k l w a y z t  ' c ache  h o l e  (;'/!I n.d. ) 

( 4 1 )  i t - i l w a y i t k - m a ?  'cache h o l e s  (YD n.d. ) 

(43 ) id- lxaq-tug-mnx 'our  ( i n c l u s i v e ) &  necks  ' (.!ID n.d. ) 
( c f .  e x a n j l e  ( 1 2 4 ) )  

( 4 4 )  a-c  ' i g a l s  l s , ~ a l l o w  ' ('!ID n .d. ) 

(45) i t - c  ' iga la -max  swallows (':ID n.d. ) 

(45) i & - G i n  'hand '  (WD n.d.1 [ p o b a b l y ,  t h e  s tem i s  b e t t e r  
w r i t t e n  -kgin o r  -kZnl 

{&? ) i .t-e=n-mar ' hands  ' (9D n. d  . ) . 



(48) a-c  'dmana ' s t a g i n g - p o l e  ( S a ? i r  1303:184)  

(49) i t - c  '$mans-ma~ I s  t n g i n g - 2 o l e s  ( S a p i r  1903: 1 8 4 )  

2 . u  Other  nouns c a n  be p l u r a l i z e d  b imply  by a d d i n g  -mas. 
S i n c e  t h e  A/NG ? r e f i x e s  of  t h e s z  nouns do n o t  c h m g e ,  gender  i s  

r e t a i n e d  i n  t h ?  ? l u r n l :  

( 5 0 )  i- t  'uxWnEk ' b r u s h  ( s i n g u l a r  ), ' ' t h i c k e t  ' (?n> n.d. ) 

( 5 1  ) i-t l u i w a ~ k - m ~ l  ' b r u s h  ( ~ l u r s l ) ,  ' ' t h i c ~ e  ts ' (*?D n .d .  ) 

( 5 3 )  1-k1w61i-ma: 'whales  ' (WD 2.d. ) 

(54 ) .aa-c ' i a  ' c a l i c o  Lchum j Aalmon ( s i n g u l a r  ) ' (\VD n o d .  ) 

(55 ) wa-c 'ia-max ' c a l i c o  sa lmon ( 9 l u r a l )  ' (;vD n  .d. ) 
(The p l u r a l  f o r =  of  t h i s  noun was a l s o  
r e c o r d e d  as . ~ a - c ' i a - i q  (DF n.d.1, sug-  
g e s t i n g  t h a t  -mx i s  a p o s s i b l e  v a r i a n t  
of  -ma%. T h i s  !!lasco. s p e a k e r  (Hiram 
S m i t h )  a l s o  s t x t e d  t h s t  wa-c 'u ' iha ' b l u e -  
back  sa lmon '  s h o u l d  p r o b a b l y  be p l u r a l -  
i z e d  i n  t h e  same manner as  ' c a l i c o  s a l -  
mon, t i . e  ., w i t h  -5, However, t h i s  
form was neve r  a c t u a l l y  r e c o r d e d  as  
t h e  p l u r a l  o f  wa-c16iha ( s e e  example 
(231)  

(56) i-kna'gapx 'work, ' j o b 1  ('.'ID n o d . )  

(57) i-knagnbx-max ' j o b s '  (';vD n.d.1 

(58) i-pkwa 'male w i l d c a t  '; 'msle  l y n x '  (!ND n.d. ) 

( 5 3 )  i-pkwi-ma: 'male w i l d c a t s  ' ; 'male l y n x e s '  (WD n.d. ) 
( c f .  example (1.09)) 

(60) a-pkwa ' f ems le  w i l d c a t  I ;  ' f ema le  l y n x 1  (I,VD n .d , )  

(61) a-pkw8-rn= ' ' f ema le  w i l d c s t s  I ;  !9emale l y n x e s '  (YD 
n.d.) 



(62 ) it-pkwa'-ma? ' w i l d c a t s  l ;  ' l y n x e s  [ u n r n ~ r k e d  f o r  gen- 
d e r J  (WD n .d . )  

2.4L3, The p r e s e n c e  of  -max u s u a l l y  i n d i c a t e s  a c o n t r a s t  be- 
t 

tween t h e  p l u r a l  form o f  a noun, and  i t s  s i n g u l a r ,  which does  

not  have -naT. However, -max sometimes a p a e a r s  on  s i n g u l a r  

nouns. F r e q u e n t l y ,  t h e s e  a r e  nouns i n  which t h i n g ;  o r  q u a l i b i e s ,  

which a r e  t hemse lvzs  p l u r a l  and  t a k e  -ma$, a r e  p o s s e s s e d  ( s e e  also 

s e c t i o n  2 .%): 

(63 ) i d - i a - q  c r  i-xul-ma? Ithe j o k e s  w i t h  womenft (i4D n .d . ) 
(64) id-ia-gmxmai-msx 'he i s  a s h o u t e r f  (\VD n.d.) 

l 

( 6 5 )  id - ia -ba lsu-max "he i s  one who talks of seemlng won- 
* d e r s "  (XD n o d . )  

I 

(66 ) id-ia-musxi-max "a s i l l y - a c  t i n g  l i t t l e  k i d f 1  (;VD n .do  ) 

( 6 7 )  i&-ia-luk f-rnsx "he i s  d i v o r c e d "  'a d i v o r c e d  man1 (YD 
n.d.1 

2.4L4. A few nouns t a k e  -ma% i n  b o t h  t h e  s i n g u l a r  and  t h e  pliu- 

r a l ;  i n  some c s s e s  no ~ o t i v s t i o n  f o r  t h e  p r e s e n c e  of t h i s  s u f f i x  

i n  t h e  s i n g u l a r  h-xa been found:  

(34)  a-k fwia-k 'wia-max ' f i n g e r  r i n g t  ('3D n.d. ) . 
( 3 5 )  i - k fa i a -kqwia -ma?  ' f i n g e r  r i n g s 1  ('JD n.d.) 

( 6 8 )  ik-p1uyan-ma? 'egg o r  e g g s r  (WD n.d.1 

( 6 3 )  i t - p  'uy in-ma? ' eggs  ' ( PK n.d. ) 

(70) i-gig-max f y e l l o w  l i c h e n  f r e q u e n t l y  found on dead 
wood' ( l i t .  ' ye l low i t e m  [which g r o w s ]  
h e r e  and  t h e r e  ) (DF, KF n.d. ) 



( 7 1 )  i-g&z-g&$-max ' ye l low l i c h e n  ( p l u r a l )  f r e q u e n t l y  
found on desd  woodt ( l i t .  ' y e l low 
i t e m s  [which grow] h e r e  znd t h e r e '  ) 
(DF, KF n o d . )  

? - 
( 7 2 )  a - k ' i -  max ' s c z r f  a o r n  a b o u t  t h e  w a i s t '  (wD n.d.)  . 

9 
( 7 3 )  i t -k ' i 'max ' s c a r v e s  worn s b o u t  t h e  waistf  (WD n o d .  ) 

( T h i s  exnmple i s  d u b i o u s  bec3use i t  i s  
n o t  c e r t s i n  f  /max/ i s  a s u f f i x  o r  p ~ r t  
o f  t h e  stem.') l 

2,4= For  many nouns,  ? l u r s l i z a t i o n  w i t h  -mix s a d  o l u r s l i -  

z a t i o n  u t i l i z i n g  o t h a r  l u r a l  s u f f i x e s ,  o r  t h e  u s e  of  p l u r a l  

A/NG p r e f i x ? s  a l o n e ,  s r z  a A t e r n s t i v 3  op - t ions  of  t h e  s p e s k e r .  A 

c o m ? . ~ r i s o n  of t h e  e x s c p l e s  u s j d  i n  t h e  sbove  s e c t i o n  wich t h o s e  

c i t e d  i n  s e a t i o n s  i l l u s t r a t i n g  o t h e r  t y p e s  of p l u r a l i z a t i o n  w i l l  

p r o v i d e  soze  i n s t a n c e s  of  nouns f o r  a h i c h  t h e  u s e  of  - m x  is op- 

t i o n a l .  However, i t  s h o u l d  be no ted  t h 2 t  t h e s e  examples  a r e  by 

no means e x h s u s t i v e ,  and  t h ? t  t hey  do no t  s d e q u a t 2 l y  r e f l e c t  t h e  

d e g r e e  t o  which -max msy be s f f i x e d  o r  o m i t t e d  f r e e l y .  T h i s  i s  

n o t  t o  s ~ g ~ e s t  t h a t  t h i s  fr:e :'sags cZ -i?ax is  poss: b l e  yditn 

all nouns.  The re  a r e  many nouns which do n o t  oL iu r  w i t h  -max 

i n  ny d a t a ,  ar3. 3 l s o  t h o s e  vihich z;..clys t s k e  -max i n  t h e  p l u r a l .  

2.Q The p l u r a l  s u f f i x  -nsna i s  used  a l m o s t  e x c l u s i v e l y  a i t h  

k i n s h i p  t e r m s .  These t e rms  u s u a l l y  l e f e r  t o  p e r s o n s  who are 

n o t  e x c e p t i o n a l i y  c l o s e  t o  ego .  -nana m3y have d i s t r i b u t i v e  con- 

n o t a t i o n s  similsr t o  -max. Soae nouns which c a n  be p l u r a l i z e d  
l 

w i t h  -nana c a n  a l s o  t s k e  -kg ( s e e  sec ' i on  2 . 4 j ) ,  b u t  -max a n d  
l 

-nana a r e  n o t  a t t e s t e d  a s  n l t e r n a t i v e  ? l u r s l s  f o r  a n y  nouns i n  

my d a t a :  

. - (75 ) i l -ga4-g6tx- - i : :n i  l neTL m o t h e r ' s  s i s t e r s '  ('YD n o d .  ) 
i c f  . example ( 9 9 )  ) 



( 7 6 )  i - ~ a ~ - ~ u ~ Z i n  ' h i s 4  w i f e ' s  male r e l ~ t i v e  ' (1D n o d .  ) . 
( 7 7 )  id-ia4-guq8-nana ' h i s 4  w i f e ' s  r e l a t i v e s '  ("ID n.d .1  

(78) a-g.t,+-gkix ' h e r 4  a o t h e r 1 s  m o t h e r '  (BD n o d . )  

( 7 9 )  i&-n.%sq-sgix-nana 'our  ( e x c l ~ r s i v e  )4 mother  's mothe r s  ' 
(:VD n .d . )  

( 8 0 )  a-k4- lak  'my4 f ' t h e r t s  s i s t e r t  ('YD n.d.) 

( 8 1 )  i&-k4- lag-nans  'oy4 f a t h e r e f s  s i s t e r s  ' ('IlD n.d.  ) 

( 8 2 )  4 - - 8  'my,+ f r i e n d '  (%ID n.d.1 

(83 ) i s - k 4 - s i k s - n l n a  lay4  f r i e n d s  ' (9D n.d . ) 

(85  i4-k4-r  *-max-nsna 'my4 a n c e s t o r s  of my g r e a t - g r ~ n d -  
f s t h e r  's g e n e r a t i o n '  ('7D n.d. ) & 

The s u f f i x e s  -nayu and  -naya a r e  p a s a i b l y  r e l s t e d  t o  -naris. 

I havo found on ly  one e x x r g l e  o f  t h j  usage  of  e3ch  of t h e s e  s u f -  

f i x e s ,  and they  o c c u r  w i t h  a noun s t em which a a n  a l s o  t a k e  -nana: 

(86 ) 4 - k - - a  'my4 f r i e n d s  (':J3 n .d . ) 
( 6 7  ) i4 -k4-s iks-nayu 'my4 f r i e n d s  ' (','JD n . d .  ) 

2 .u, The p l u r a l  s u f f i x  -kg (rv-ks/v-l&z ~ u k s m - y u k ; # - y u k s  

m-ik~/v-iksw-yiks'~-yiks~-akgd-aks) marks one of t h e  more i n t e r -  

e s t i n g  g r a m m a t i c ~ l  c s t e g o r i e s  of  Wa~co-'~Vishra:1, t h a t  of a n i n a c y .  

David F r e n c h  ( p e r s o n a l  comniunicat ion)  h a s  s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  -ukS, -aks,  

- i kg ,  m d  -kg a r e  n o t  i n  f r e e  v a r i a t i o n  w i t h  e a c h  o t h e r ,  bu t  t h z t  

t h e y  t e n d  t o  be d i f f e r e n t i a l l y  c o r r e l a t e d  w i t h  t h e  gende r  of  a 

noun i n  i t s  s i n g u l a r .  ,fora. .  -ukz a n d  -kg m e  seen as unmarked 

f o r  gender , -while  -ak3-is most  1xkel;y t q  o c c u r  w i t h  nouns 



of f e z i n i n 2  g a n d ? r ,  and  - i k s  w i t h  nouns of m a s c u l i n e  gende r .  

T h i s  would s u g g e s t  t h a t , d i a c h r o n i c s l l y  i f  n o t  s y n c h r o n i c a l l y ,  

-u-, -a-, and  -i- a r e  morphemes d i s t i n c t  from -kg. Becnuse 

t h i s  i d e a  h a s  n o t  been i n v e s t i g a t e d  f u l l y ,  1 w i l l  c o n t i n u e  t o  

hyphena te  t h e s e  s u f f i x e s  b e f o r e  t h e  vowel ,  when one i s  p r e s e n t ,  

t h u s  r e p r e s e n t i n g  them as s i n g l e  morphemes, 

The v s r i a t i o n  between f i n a l  /;/ and  i s /  of  t h e s e  s u f f i x e s  

i s  s i m i l a r l y  n o n - s ? o r s d i c ,  T h i s  a l t e r n a t i o n  i s  o f t e n  a n  a s p e c t  

o f  t h e  c o a p l i c s t a d  s y s t s n  o f  s o ~ n d - s y m b o l i s m  found i n  Wasco- 

;Vishra:l. S a ? i r  r e f e r s  t o  t h i s  f e s t u r e  of !Yishram a s  ' ' c o n s o n a n t ~ l  

a b l a u t H  ( ~ s p i r  1911:63d) ,  and  d e s c r i b e s  i t  as: 

. . . a s e r i e s  of  changes  i n  t h e  manner,  a n d  t o  
some e x t e n t  t h e  p l a c e ,  o f  a r t i c u l a t i o n  o f  msny 
of t h e  c o n s o n n n t s ,  i n  o r d e r  t o  e x p r e s s  d i r i n u -  
t i v e  ~ n d  a u g m e n t a t i v e  i d e a s  i n  t h e  words a f f e c t e d  
( S a o i r  1 j11:638; s e e  a l s o  Dyk 1333:20-23 ). 

F o r  t h e  p u r ? o s e s  o f  t h i s  d i s c u s s i o n ,  i t  i s  enough t o  n o t e  

t h a t  w h i l e  t h e  f i n a l  /g/ of  a n i m a t e  p l u r a l  s u f f i x e s  i s  g e n e r a l l y  

unmarked w i t h  r e s 2 e c t  t o  t h e  c o n t r a s t  o f  d i m i n u t i v e  a n d  augmen- 

t a t i v e ,  t h e  o c c u r r e n c e  o f  a f i n s 1  /s/ on t h e s e  s u f f i x e s  c a n  i n d i -  

c a t e  d i m i n u t i o n .  

Al though -kz s p e c i f i e s  t h a t  a noun i s  a n i n 2 t e ,  t h e r e  i s  no 

g r m m s t i c a l  marking  of  nouns as i n a n i m a t e .  Noups c a n  be d e s c r i b e d  

as i n a n i m n t e  o n l y  by t h e  n e g a t i v e  c r i t e r i o n  of n e v e r  a f f i x i n g  

-u. T h a t  -max, and o t h e r  p l u r a l i z i n g  p r e f i x e s  and  s u f f i x e s ,  

do n o t  d i s t i n g u i s h  i n a n i m s t e  nouns i s  s u p ? o r t e d  by t h e  f a c t  

t h a t  many nouns which c a n  be p l u r a l i z e c k w i t h  -kg c a n  be p l u r a l -  

l i z e d  a l t e r n a t i v e l y  by means of p r e f i x e s  and  s u f f i x e s  o c c u r r i n g  

w i t h  i n a n i m a t e  nouns. 



Dyk (2933) d o e s  n o t  d i s c u s s  i n  any d e t a i l  t h e  s eman t i c  

f e a t u r e s  of  nouns which may t a k e  an ima te  g l u r a l s .  The major -  

i t y  of nouns which c a n  a f f i x  -k8 f a l l  i n t o  f o u r  s e a a n t i c  c a t e -  

g o r i e s ,  t o  be d i s c u s s e d  i n  t h e  following pa rag raphs .  ( I t  w i l l  

be no ted  t h z t  nouns t s k i n g  -kg occu r  w i t h  a wide v v i e t y  of  A/NG 

p r e f i x e s ,  i n c l u d i n g  ones  which a r e  u s u a l l y  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  s i n g u -  

l s r  nouns. ) 

2.4.3.. P l u r a l  nouns d e n o t i n g  human b e i n g s  f r e q u e n t l y  t a k e  

-kg : 

(j0) i - t  'usnxo ' h i u t e  ' ( S a p i r  1303:220) 

( 3 1 )  is-t ' u s n ~ a - ~ u k z  ' P x i u t e s  ' ( S a p i r  l j 0  j : 2 2 0 )  

( 3 2 )  i&-q  ' i u q t  ' o l d  p e r s o n '  (ND n.d. ) 

(33) i&-q  ' i u q t - i k g  ' o l d  p e o ? l e l  (YD n.d.  ) 

( 9 4 )  i&-mimalus t  'dend  p e r s o n '  ( S a o i r  l j O j : 7 8 )  

( 3 5 )  id-mimalus t - ikg  'de.ad peop le  ' ( S a p i r  1303:78)  

(96 ) - a - g a q & 6 t x i x  ' he r& younger  s i s t e r  (;7D n.d. ) 

(37 ) i&-ga4-6 tx i -kg  ' h e r 4  younger  s i s t e r s  ' (1D n  .d . ) 

( 9 8 )  a-k4-gutx 'myq s o t h e r  Is s i s t e r '  (WD n.d.1 

( 3 7 )  i&-naa4-gu t -k i  ' ou r  ( e x c l u s i v e  mother  ' a  s i s t e r s  ' 
(?JD n , d . )  ( c f .  example ( 7 5 ) )  

The A/NG p r e f i x e s  which a r e  p n i r e d  w i t h  t h e  s u f f i x  -kg, as 

w e l l  a s  -max, a r e  i n v o l v e d  i n  a s p e c i a l  s e m s n t i c  d i s t i n c t i o n  * 



which i s  r e s t r i c t e d  t o  nouns d e n o t i n g  human b e i n g s .  With s l u -  

rs l  forms of t h e s e  muns ,  i&- i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  t h e  peop le  i n  q u e s -  

t i o n  a r e  known t o  t h e  s g e a k e r ,  nnd t h 3 t  t h e i r  number is l i m i t e d  

t o  'some, a few. ' By c o n t r a s t ,  a- s p e c i f i e s  t h 2 t  t h e s e  peop le  

a r e  unknown t o  t h e  s p e a k e r ,  b u t  h s s  t h e  same r e s t r i c t e d  conno- 

(100)  i & - k i l u - k z  'a fsw known men1 (Dyk 1 j 3 3 : 3 7 )  
( c f .  e x a q l e  ( 6 3 ) )  

(101)  a-ka'lurhg 'a few unknown ment (3yk 1333:36)  

(102)  i&-nams'ks' 'a few known women' (:VD n.d.) 
(c f . exam.sle (220 1) 

(103 ) a-narnzkz 'a few unknown woment ('.YD n.d. ) 

( 1 0 4 )  a -d i lx im-ax  'a fe;v unknown ?eagle ' (Dyk 1;)33:96) 
(The /m/ of -max h a s  been a s s i m i l s t e d  
t o  t h e  s tem.)  

2 . 4 . 2  Many nouns d e n o t l n g  a n i m a l s  t a k e  anims:e p l u r a l s :  

(105 ) i - & a l - i c  ' i s u  ' g a r t e r  s n a k e  ( v a r i o u s  k i n d s  ) ' (JPD 
n . d . )  

(106 ) i t - & a l - i c  l i au -ks  ' g n r t e r  s n a k e s  ( v 2 r i o u s  k i n d s )  ' 
(!JD n.d. 

(107 i-kna'slan 'magpie ' ($D n .d. ) 

. (108 ) it-kni%n-ukz 'magpies  ' (83 n .d . ) 
(58) i-pkwa 'male w i i d c a t  '; ' n a l e  ' l y n x t  ('ND n.d. ) 

(109)  i-pkw$-yuk8 'male w i l d c n t s  '; 'male l y n x e s  ' (DF n.d.  ) 
(cf. exsm2les  (531, (611, (62)) 

(110)  a - c  ' i g u l s  ' f ama le  b a t '  (',vD n - d .  ) 



(111)  i t - c  ' i 4 u l a i - y u k s  ' b 3 t s  (iUD n.d. ) 

(112 ) i -Z1i laq ' g r a s shoppe r  ( ~ a p ~ r  1303:162)  

(113 ) i t-E'i laq-uk; ' g r s s s h o p p e r s '  ( ~ a p i r  1303:162)  

(114)  a - h p k a l  ' s u c k s r  ' ('?ID n.d.1 

(115 ) is-zlupkal-kz ' s u c k e r s  (l.'iD n .d. ) 

2.433, Other  nouns which c a n  s f f i x  -kz i n c l u d e  t h e  body 

p a r t s  of human b e i n g s  : 

(116 i-wan ' b e l l y  ' ('YD n.d. ) 

(117)  id-wan-kz ' b e l l i e s  ' (XD n.d. ) 

( l l d  ) a-ya4-mlq"tan h i s 4  ch2o:c (hunan o r  s a l . ~ o n )  ' ('YD 
n.d. 

( 1 1  j ) id -mlqa tan-kz  ' cheeks  (human o r  s a lmon)  ('70 n.d . ) 

( 1 2 0 )  i -b6ksan  ' f o r e l o c k '  ('dD n.d. ) 

(121)  i-bGk??an-kZ ' f o r e l o c k s  ' ('.'/D n.d. ) 

(122 ) i - g i k a u  ' b . i c k V  (;'ID n.d. ) 

(123)  id-nga4-giga6-kg ' ou r  ( e x c l u ~ i v e , ) ~  backs  ' (RD n.d. ) 

( 4 2 )  i -84- tukW 'my4 n e c k '  (!VD n.d.1 

(124)  i t - t k w - i k g  'necks  ' ('YD n.d. ) (cf. example (43 ) )  

2.4.3,4, S i m i l a r l y ,  a n i m a l  body p s r t s  and p r o d u c t s  a r e  f r e -  

q u e n t l y  a n i m a t e  i n  t h e  p l u r s l :  

(125)  i -q lwfnan  ' f i s h  f i n '  (!YD nod . )  

(126)  i t - q  'winan-ks' ' f i s h  f i n s  ' (';"ID n o d .  ) ( c f  . example 
(138) 



(127)  is-l igt  ' f i s h  t a i l  ' (;YD n o d .  ) 

(128) i d - l i z t - k a - k g  ' f i s h  t a i l s  ' (wD n.d. ) 
(The a p p e s r a n c e  o f  t h e  e l emen t  -ka-, 
o r  -k-, i n  t h e  p l u r a l  i s  u n e x p l a i n e d , )  

(129)  i - z m ' l q  ' s e a s h e l l 1  (DF n o d . )  

( 1 3 0 )  ih-Em'lq-ukg ' l a r g e  s e s s h e l l s  ' (PI(, DF n. d .  ) 
( c f  , examples  (159 1, (141)  

(131)  i-k ' l a ' z i n  ' s s lnon-hend g r i s t l e  (WD n.d. ) 

(132 ) i t  -k ' lgEin-kZ 'salmon-head g r i s t l e s  ' (%'D n.  d  . ) 
(133)  a -aaq-saq  ' b u c k s k i n 1  (;ID n.d.) 

(134)  i t - ~ 6 q - s 8 ~ - u k s  ' b u c k s k i n s  ' ('!ID n  .d.  ) 

(135.) i - p J a s k w s 1  ' h i d e ,  ' ' s k i n 1  ('!dD n.d. ) 

(136) i t - p ' a s k ~ a l - k s  ' h i d e s , '  ' s k i n s '  (;VD n .d .1  

2.435, While a o s t  nouns t a k i n g  a n i m a t e  p l u r s l  s u f f i x e s  f a l l  

w i t h i n  one of  t h ~ s e . . f o u r  s e m a n t i c  c a t g g o r i e s ,  t h e r e  r ema in  many 

nouns which,  a a c o r d i n g  t o  t h i s  scheme, s h o u l d  n o t  occu r  w i t h  

-kz, b u t  which i n  f s c t  do .  T h i s  p u z z l i n g  s i t u a t i o n  i s  s i a i l a r  

t o  t h a t  f a c e d  by l i n g u i s t s  s t u d y i n g  c e r t a i n  Algonquian  l a n -  

guages ,  which a l s o  have c l a s s e s  of no& which a r e  grazunat iCal ly  

marked a s  a n i m l  k.e . g e g s r d i n g  Arapaho c a t e g o r i e s  of  a n i m a t e  

a n d  i n a n i m a t e ,  ~ d e n g k  Salzman s t a t e s :  "'Ahile i n  g e n e r a l  t h e s e  

n a t i v e  c a t e g o r i e s  c o r r e s p o n d  to t h e  'Nes te rn  dichotomy of OZGANIC 

and  INORGANIC, t h e r e  a r e  i n s t a n c e s  of d i s a g r e e m e n t  . . .'! ( S a l z -  

man 1963:4)'). Salzman c i t e s  a s  examgles  of  nouns which a r e  

u n e x p e c t e d l y  c l a s s i f i e d  as  s n i m 3 t e  s u c h  t h i n g s  as ' spoon, '  

' t e p e e  p o l e , '  ' g l o v e ,  ' ' b a l l , '  a n d  'wagon o r  wheel . '  



The unexpected c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  of some '!lnsco-',Vishrsffi nouns 

as a n i m a t e  c a n  be e x p l a i n e d  by semzintic f e a t u r e s  o t h e r  t h a n  t h e  

meanirtg of t h e  ' noun as a whole.  .Mariy nouns a n d  noun' s t e m  

a r e  used  as  me taphor s  t o  d e n o t e  i n s n i m 3 t e  o b j e c t s .  

I n  s u c h  cases, the me t s p h o r i c s l  usage  o f  .an .an imate  noun o r  

noun s t em may r e s u l t  i n  t h e  a p p e a r a n c e  o f  -kz on  a noun a e n o t -  

i n g  sn i n a n i m a t e  o b j e c t :  

(337)  i-q ' i nya -yuks  'hooks and  e y e s  ' ( l i t .  ' t w i n s  ) (4D 
n o d . )  

(138)  i t - q  'winan-uks 'wing c h a p s  ' ( l i x .  ' f i s h  f i n s  ' ) (DH 
n o d . )  ( c f .  example ( 1 2 6 ) )  

(133 ,  i-.h'lq-ukE ' S h e l l  g n s o l i n e  and  s i g n '  ( l l t .  l s h e l l s ,  
e s p e c i a l l y  a b s l o n e  p e n d a n t s  a c d  e a r -  
r i n g s ' )  (DH n.d.1 

(140)  i t - s a k ' a l - u k s  ' ? a n t s  l ( l i t .  ' s h i n s  ' ) (PK n.d. ) 

( 1 4 1 )  i$-ia4-smlq-uks ' quak ing  a s p e n '  ( l i t  . ' i t  h a s  s h e l l  
e a r r i n g s  ' ' they3  h i s 4 ' s h e l l  e a r r i n g s  ) 
(DF n.d.1 

(14 2) &j- ia4-xa lu-k3  "rral4 p l a n t  ," "s ta lk  t h a t  comes up 
a n d  blooms" ( l i t .  ' i t  h a s  f r i e n d s '  
' t h e y 3  h i s &  f r i e n d s  ' ) (DH, DF n o d .  ) 
( i a -  sometimes v a r i e s  w i t h  2- . )  

(143)  i t j -ga4-qpu-ks ' t o ? s  of g r a s s '  ( l i t .  ' i t  h a s  t i p s  
of d e n t a l i u m  s h e l l s  ' t h e y  3 herb 
t i p s  of  d e n t a l i u m  s h e l l s t )  ( s a p r r  
1309:70)  

(144)  it3-ga4-Eta&-8 ' b a s k e t r y  d e s i g n  named d e e r 1  ( l i t .  
' i t  h a s  d e e r  ( p l u r a l )  'they h a r 4  
d e e r f  ) ( s p i e r  and  S a p i r  1 9 3 d 2  b8 ) 
(The /k/ of  -G h a s  been  a s s i n i l -  
a t z d  t o  t h e  /k/ o f  -?!lank-,) 



(145 8 i - k t w a i k ' w a i  ' s h o o t i n g  star o r  b i r d - b i l l '  ( a  b l o s -  
som o f  v a r i o u s  s p e c i e s  o f  D o d e c a t h e e j  
i n  which t h e  p i s t i l  a n d  s t amens  p r o -  
t r u d e  l i k e  a b i r d  b e a h )  ( l i t .  'a k i n d  
o f  b i r d  w i t h  a nztrrow, p o i n t e d  b i l l ' )  
(PK n.d. ) (A Wishrsm form of t h i s  
word is g i v e n  h e r e ;  Wasco r e c o r d i n g s  
v a r y .  

(146)  i t - k  'waik 'wai-yuks ' s h o o t i n g  s t z r s  o r  b i r d - b i l l s  ' 
( l i t .  ' c e r t a i n  b i r d s  w i t h  n a r -  
row, p o i n t e d  b i l l s  I )  (PK n.d. ) 
( s e e  example ( 1 4 5 ) )  

O the r  o b j e c t s  of m a t e r i a l  c u l t u r e  a n d  p l a n t s  t a k e  a n i m s t e  

p i u r a l  s u f f i x e s  because  t h e i r  ztema i n c l u d e  t h e  s t e m s  of  body 

p s r t  nouns,  which o f t e n  o c c u r  w i t h  -kz: 

( 1 4 , )  i -yak-qaE-mat c i n c h '  ( l i t .  ' c h e s t  i n s t r u -  dl',:$ !DH n..d.) 

(148 ) i t -qa8-mat-kg ' c i n c h e s  ' ( l i t .  ' c h e s t  i n s t r u m e n t s  ' ) 
( 3E  n o d . )  

This noun c o n t a i n s  t h e  s t e m  -qaE-, meaning ' c h e s t . '  

(14.9) i-ggz-mat ' h a l t a r  . ( ] . i t .  ' nose  i n s t r u m e n t  ) (DF 
n.d . )  

(150 ) i d - $ - d t - k z  ' h a l t s r s t  ( l i t .  'nose . i n s t rumen t s i ; '  ) ' 
(DH? n.d.1 

The s t e m  of  t h i s  noun, -giE-,  means ' nose .  

(151  ) i&-kana-p  ' u s  tm-ks ' h a i r - l i k e  p l a n t  ' ( p e r h a p s  dod- 
d e r  ) (YD n  .d. ) 

Here,  n e t a $ h o r i c a l  u sage  i s  msde of  t h e  nsun  s t e s  -p lus tm- ,  

' b r a i d .  

(15 2 )  a-$"nam-k8 'powdered r o s e  g s l l '  (;'ID n.d. ) 

The s t e m  of  t h i s  nouns  p r o b a b l y  means ' s w e l l i n g  o n  a n i m a l  

o r  p l a n t , '  which,  as a n  a n i m a l  body p a r t ,  may t a k e  sn a n i m s t e  

p l u r a l  s u f f i x ,  



(153)  i&3- ia4-mal-ks ?a s q u a r e d  t i m b e r  ' ( l i t .  ' i t  h l s  
ms r rows l  ' t h e y j  h i s , +  m a r r o w s t )  

- (PK n ,d .  

T h i s  noun may t a k e  -ks  because  i t s  $kern, - m a l -  'marrow j 

is c o n s i d e r e d  t o  be a body p a r t .  

Three  nouns i n c l u d e  t h e  s t e ~  -xut -  ' e y e , '  and hence o c c u r  

w i t h  an ima te  p l u r s l  s u f f i x e s :  

(15' ) a - k l a l a l a - x u t  ' e y e l e t ,  'gromnet ' (d," n.d. ) 

(15 5) i t - k l a l a l a - x u t - a k z  ' e y e l e t s , '  ' g r o m e t s l  (','ID n.d.1 

( 1 5  ) i - g i z - x u t  ' q u i v e r ,  'gun s c a b b a r d  ( V3 n  .d . ) 
(157)  i t - g i z - x u t - k g  ' q u i v e r s ,  ' 'gun acabb i r d s  ' ( 3 a p l r  1303: 

1701 (Dyk n.d. g i v e s  t h i s  form as 
i t -g i z -xu -kg ;  t h e  a b s e n c e  of t h e  f i n a l  
I t / ' o f  4xu t -  i s  p r o b a b l y  a n  e r r o r . )  . 

(158 ) i t - g 3 - k ' 3 l s l s - x u t - a k ~  '7:~orm-eaten n u t s ,  s c o r n s  ' (WD 
n.d. 

A non-metaphoric  r e l a t i o n  t o  a no rma l ly  xnlm3te c l s z s  of  

nouns m y  e x p l a i n  t h s  o c c u r r e n c e  of  -kg w i t h  s small s e t  of c l o t h -  

i n g  and m s t e r i a l s .  A b o r i g l n s l l y ,  Tasco-\'dishram c l o t h l n g  was com- 

monly mxde from sn i rns l  h i d e s  (French  1961:357).  It is my hypo+ 

t h e s i s  t h z t  i t e m s  mzde of  a n i m a l  h i d e s  may t a k e  -k8 by e x t e n s i o n  

of t h e  p r i n c i g l e  by which h i d e s ,  as a n i m a l  p r o d u c t s ,  c a n  t a k e  

a n i m a t e  p l u r a l s  ( s e e  exam?les  034  1, 0.36 : 

( 159) i - p t u s i a n  ' l e a t h e r  s t r a p '  (iVD n.d. ) 

( 160) i t - p  'usyan-ks ' lesther s t r a p s  ' (YD n.d, ) 

( 161) i -qanyak  ' b r e e c  h - c l o u t  l ;  b u c k s k i n  d r e s s  ; ' d i a -  
p e r s '  (WD n.d.) 



(162 ), i t  -ga,+-xanyak-uk4 ' h e r 4  o r  t h e i r 4  b r e e c h - c l o u t s  ' 
(3D n.d.)  

( 1 6 4 )  i t - q  ' i2xap-uks  ' d r e s s e s  ' (dD n.d.1 

2  .U6. I t u r n  now t o  t h o s e  nouns % h i c h  end  i n  /ks'/ when .no 

s e m a n t ~ c  m o t ~ v a t i o n  can be found  f o r  t h i s  as s p l u r a l  s u f f i j c ,  

The f i r s t  g roup  of  nouns,  ( 1 6 5 )  t h r o u g h  (1811, is u n u s u a l  be- 

c a u s e  t h e  s i n g u l a r  form e n d s  i n  /kg/ as i f  i t  had a s l u r a l  s u f f i x  : 

( 1 6 8 )  id-mt l iks -max l c s l v e s l  ('!ID n o d . )  ( I t  i s  n o t  cle3.r 
which meaning o f  3 n g l i s h  (!calf ' i s  
i n t e n d e d .  ) 

(169) wa-knkz ' t s l l  g r s j s  u s e d  f o r  m s t s l  (97 n.d.1 

(170)  i&-knkg ' t a l l  g r a s s a s  u sed  f o r  m a t s '  (KF, DF n.d.) 
(The ',Yasco f o r o  of che s t e n  of  t h i s  noun 
c ~ y  be -kunkz (KF, DF n .d . )  

(171  ) i&-nxiamkS ' p u b e r t y  dance  (? ) ' n  .do ) . 
( 1 7 2 )  a - t ' a i n i k g  'wh i t e  s h e l l  bead1  ( ' I D  n . d . )  

( 1 7 3 )  i&-t ' a i n i d  ' w h i t e  s h e l l  beads  ('7D n.d. ) 

(174)  is-t ' i l s l l n k s  ' b r e e c h - c l o u t  ' ( ' ~ 5  n.d .  ) 

(175 ) a - s k ' a l y u k x  ' t h i m b l e  ' (PK n.d. ) 



(176 ) i & - s k  la ' lyuks t h i m b l e s  ' (PK n.  d. ) 

(177)  amzakg ' e a r r i n g 1  (DF, DH n.d.  ) (amzakg f u n c t i o n s  
as b o t h  t h e  s tem and  t h e  s i n g u l a r  of  t h l s  
noun; i t  may be a l o a n  f r o a  some o t h e r  l a n -  
guage i n  t h e  r e g i o n . )  

(178)  i t-amEakg ' e a r r i n g s 1  (DF, DH n o d . )  

(179)  a-bugikg ' c e r t a i n  l i f e  c y c l e  ce remon ies  w i t h  g i f t  
g i v i n g '  (DF, PK n.d.) 

( i86) ' i -ka lxa ' lukg  ' round Ch inese  c o i n  s: w i t h  s q u a r e  h o l e s ,  
u sed  a s  o rnamen t s  ' (;VD n,d . ) 

(181)  i - k l u n k g  'a d a r k  t r e e  l i c h e n  ( e d i b l e ) '  (DF, KF n o d . )  

There  a r e  a l t e r n a t i q e  ? o s s i b l e  i n t e r p r e t s t i o n a  of  t h e  a p p a r -  

e n t ' o c c u r r e n c e . ' o f  -kg w i t h  t h e s e  nouns.  -kg may have become 3. f b s -  

s i l i z e d  e l e s e n t  of  c e r t a i n  noun s t e m s ,  meaning t h n t  t h i s  s u f f i x  h a s  

l o s t  i t s  c a p a c i t y  t o  distinguish nuabe r .  I n  o t h e r  c a s e s ,  /k8/ may 

be p l r t  of t h e  noun ste::, ? r o ? e r .  ' S i n c e  t h e  s t e n s  of sone  of  t h e  \ 

nouns  l i s t e d  above a r e  n o t  f u l l y  a n a l y z a b l e ,  i t  is d i f f i c u l t  t o  

d e t e r n i n e  t h e  s t a t u s  of  / k s / w i t h i n  t h e  noun. 

O ths r  nouns t a x i n g  -kg a r e  a b e r r a n t  because  they  a r e  n o t  en-  

cornpaszed by t h e  g e n e r a l  s e ~ s n t i c  c l s s s e s  d e s c r i b e d  e a r l i e r  i n  t h i s  

s e c t i o n ,  nor  c a n  s e c o n d a r y  s e m a n t i c  f a c t o r s  , which might  a c c o u n t  

f o r  t h e i r  an ima te  s t l t v s ,  be i d e n t i f i e d .  T h i s  r e s i d u a l  c l a s s  of  

a n i m a t e  nouns may i n c l u d e  soffie of t h o s e  nouns which p o s s i b l y  t a k e  -k3 i n  

the s i n g u l a r  ((165) t h r o u g h  (181) ) .  However, t h e r e  s r e  many 

o t h e r  nouns which more c l e a r l y  t a k e  a n i m s t e  p l u r a l s  w i t h o u t  obv i -  

ous  s e m a n t i c  m o t i v a t i o n :  

(182)  a-dx'-dx ' f i r - l i k e  t r e e  ' !DF. n.d. ) 



( ~ 8 3 )  iA-dx-dx-ukz ' f i r - l i k e  t r e e s '  (DF, PK n . d . j  

( B k  ) a-wac' 'wa tch '  ('VD n .d .1  

(1e5 ) id-flaz-kg 'watches  ' (flD n o d .  ) 

(18  6)  i s  -c ' i k - c  ' i k  'wagon ' (YD n  . do  ) 

( 1 6 7 )  id-c  ' i k - c  f i k - u k s  'wsgons ('?ID n .d. ) 

(188 ) wa-unam ' k n o l l '  (;Vb n.d. ) 

( 1 8 3 )  id-unam-kg ' k n o l l s  ' (?JD n  .d  . ) 

( 150) a - w i n  'month, ' 'moon' (*YD n o d .  ) 

(191)  ih--in-aks 'months '  ('$\IT) n.d.1 

( 1 9 2 )  wa-&a? ' t r e e  k n o t '  (WD n.d.1, a-gA4-&ap ' h e r 4  l i m b '  
(DF n d d , )  

( 133)  i(&)-&p-ukH ' t r e e  knots,' 'tree l i m b s '  (DF n.d.) 

(134)  i l - s i k ' n x s t  ' tw ined  handbag '  (D? n.d.) 

( 1 9 5 )  il-sik fnxat-ks ' tw ined  hsndb3gs1  (DF n . d .  ) 

(196) i - c  ' u l b a t  'beaded b a g '  (DH n o d .  ) 

( 197) i t - c  ' u l  bat-ks 'beztdsd bag9 (DH n, d . I  

( 138) i&-q - l au - l au -ks  ' s e e d s  (DF n . d .  ) 

(133)  ih-k- lau- lau-kg  ' round wlter-washed s t o n z s '  (DF n.d.) 

( 200) i h 3 - i a 4 - k ' i b r a t - k s  "white  f i r f 1  ' f i l a r e e l  ( l i t .  ' i t  
h a s  awls' ' t h e y j  h i s 4  awls9 ( D ~ n . d . 1  

The re  a r e  a number o f  p o s s i b l e  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s  of t h e s e  a b e r -  

r a n t l y  a n i m s t e  nouns .  The s t e c s  of  some of t h e s e  nouns s r e  pe r -  

haps  more fully a n a l y z s b l e .  F u r t h e r  a n a l y s i s  m i ~ h t  r e v e a l  



s o p e  m e t a p h o r i c a l  usage  of  t h e  s t e n  of a  more t r u l y  a n i m t a  
" 

noun, a h l c h  would e x p l a i n  t h e  2 r e s e n c e  of -kg. S i n c e  t h e  s t e m s  

o f  many o f  t h e s e  u n e x p e c t e d l y  a n i m s t e  nouns hxve been  a n a l y z e d ,  

a n d  do no t  a p p e a r  t o  i n v o l v e  r n e t a ~ h o r ,  one would s t i l l  be l e f t  

w i t h  a c l s s s  o f  a b e r r s n t l y  a n i m a t e  nouns,  b u t  t h e y  would be fewer  

i n  number. 

Conce rn ing  t h i s  r e s i d u a l  c l s s s  of a n i m a t e  nouns,  one might  

s p e c u l a t e  t h 3 i .  'Nasco-',"lshram c s t e g o r i e s  o f  animscy a r e  sonewhat  

b road3r  t h a n  was o r i g i n a l l y  p o s t u l s t e d .  Fo r  e x ~ m p l e ,  one c o u l d  

a r g u e  t h s t  'wa tch1  t a k e s  a n  a n i m s t e  p l u r a l  because  i t s  hands  

move, a n d  t h ~ t  t h i n g s  which 2 r e  c a p a b l e  of  movement 2 r e  ? o t e n -  

t i a l  c a n d i d a t e s  f o r  c s t e g o r i z s t i o n  3s s n i m s t e .  

I am r e l u c t a n t  t o  propose  t h i s  s o r t  of i n t e r 3 r e t s t i o n  f o r  

most of  t h e s 3  nouns.  Because they  do n o t  s e e 2  t o  p o s s e s s  any  

u n i f y i n g  seman t i c  c h a ? a c t e r i s t i c s ,  one would be f o r c e d  t o  c r e a t e  

sd hoc c s t e g o r i e s  of p o t e n t i s l l y  s n i m a t e  t h i n g s  t o  s u i t  a lL . :os t  

bvehy u n k ~ ~ e c t e d l ~  an ima te  noun. A n o r e  r e a s o n a b l e ,  i f  l e s s  

s a t i s f y i n g ,  way t o  view t h e s e  nouns i s  ss c o n f i r m a t i o n  of Edvtird 

S a p i r f s  s t s t e m e n t  t h s t  " a l l  g r a m a r s  l e a k "  ( ~ a p i r  1921:38) ,  

2.5, So f a r ,  we have c o n s i d e r e d  noun p l u r a l s  formed by s u f -  

f i x e s  and/or  .l/TlG p r e f i x e s .  Th-ese a r e  by f a r  t h e  most common 

p a t t e r n s  o f  noun p l u r a l i z a t i o n .  However, p l u r s l i z s t i o n  c a n  i n -  

v o l v e  o t h e r  morphemes of t h e  noun. Moreover ,  when a noun s t em 

is d e r i v e d  from a v e r b  stsm, v e r b a l  morphemes may convey t h e  p l u r -  

a l i t y  of a noun. 

2 - 5 4  A r e l a t i v e l y  comaon t y p e  of 1Nssco-Nishram noun forma- 



t i o n  i n v o l v e s  t h e  p o s s e s s i o n  of a q u a l i t y  o r  t h i n g ,  d e n o t e d  by 

t h e  n o a i n a l  s t em,  by t h e  v s u b j e c t u  of  t h e  noun. F o r  e x a n ? l e ,  

t h e  noun i d  - iaq-p iq  'wing1 (Hale 1 9 5 8 )  c a n  be a n a l y z e d  as 'it 3 
has f e a t h e r s 1  ( l i t .  ' t h e y  h i s 4  f e a t h e r s  ' ). When a noun f o l l o w s  3 
t h i s  p a t t e r n ,  t h e  A/NG p r e f i x  conveys  t h e  number o f  t h e  t h i n g  o r  

q u a l i t y  which i s  p o s s e s s e d ,  r L t h e r  t h a n  t h e  number of  t h e  posses -  

s c r ,  t h e  t r u e  " sub jec t1 '  o f  t h e  noun. Eouns of . t h i s  t y p e  . can  be 

p l u r a l i z e d  by c h a n g i n g  t h e  p o s s e s s i v e  p r e f i x  f r o r n a s i n g u l . i r  t o  a 

g l u r a l  form: 

W (201)  i3- iaq-g i -k  Ean 'ma i l ,  p a p e r  c a r r i e r  ' 'he  has c a r -  
r y i n g '  ( l i t .  ' i t ,  h i s L  c a r r y i n g t )  

(202 ) i 3 - d a 4 - g i - k W ~ a n  ' m a i l ,  p ape r  c a r r i e r  s ' ' t h e y  have 
c a r r y i n g  ' ( l i t .  * i t3 t h e i r , +  c s r -  
r y i n g l )  (XD n.d.) 

(203)  i n  -@- la1  ' ~ i r j l a n e  ' ( l i t .  ' h i s 4  f l y i n g 1  ) (DH n.d.1 4  h he A/NG ? r e f i x  of  t h i s  noun a p p e s r s  t o  
be l a c k i n g ,  b u t  t h ?  p r e f i x  i- h a s  prob* 
a b l y  been a s s i m i l a t e d  t o  t h ?  p o s s z s s i v e  
p r e f i x  - i a . )  

(204) i j -dab-ga-iwa-la1 'air >Lanes ' t h e y  have  f lp ind  ' 
( l i t . ' i t j  t h e i r 4  f l y i n g 1 )  (DH n .d .1  

(205 ) i d j - i s 4 - x i l a l i t  'doc t o r  ' Ihs h a s  doc t o r i n g  ' ( l i t . .  
' t h e y  h i s 4  d o c t o r i n g  (s ) ) ( ~ a p i r  
1909:?36) 

(206 ) t 3 - g a 4 - x i l a l i t  ' d o c t o r s  ' ' t h e y  have d o c t o r i n g 1  ( l i t .  
' t h e y  h e i r 4  doc t o r l n g ( s ) ,  p . )  ( ~ a p i r  
1906:?7k) ( t -  i s  a n  o c c a s ~ o n a l  v a r i -  
a n t  of i t - . )  

(207)  i3-ya4-wi- lal  ' d a n c e r  ' 'he h a s  d a n c i n g *  ( l i t  . f i t j  
h i s 4  d a n c i n g 1 )  (DH n.d.) 

(208)  i3-dai+-wi-xa.--! al ' d a n c e r s  ' ' t h e y  have d a n c i n g 1  ( l i t .  
I t  t h e i r 4  d a n c i n g t  ) (DB n.d.1 

3 



(203)  i3-zztb-k ti-8xab-Exeb ''she i s  a p u t t e r  o u t  of  li F'- t~ . 
f i r e s 1 *  ' she  h n s  e x t i n g ' u l s h i n g t  , 
( l i t .  ' i t j  h e r 4  e x t i n g u i s h i n g ' )  
(8D n.d.1 

(210)  i3-dab-k'i-Zxab-8xab ' t h e y  a r e  p u t t e r s  o u t  of  l i g h t s ,  
f i r e s  ' t h e y  h i v e  e x t i n g u i s h i n g '  
i t .  i t  t h e i r q  e x t i n g u i s h l n g l  ) 
(:vD n.d.3 

(211)  i d 3 - i a 4 - l a l a n - a q  ' s i n g e r  'he h a s  s o n g s  ' ( l i t .  ' t h e y  
h i s 4  s o n g s  l ) (ND n  .d . ) 3 

(212 ) i d3 -ga4 - l a1~rn -~y .  ' s i n g e r s  ' t h e y  hnve s o n g s  (11 t . 
' t hey  t h e i r  s o n g s ' )  (DF n.d.1 (The 
t e r n z n a l  s u 2 f i x  -IT of t h e s e  f o r n s  
i s  s u r e l y  -maT, where t h e  /m/ h s s  
been  a s s i n i l s t e d  t o  t h e  f i n a l  /m/ 
of t h e  s t  2.. - I s lam- .  ) 

(213)  i 3 -ys4 -xmha?x  'worker ' he  hns  r v o r k '  ( l i t .  i t  h i s 4  
work1 (':Y'D n o d . )  

(214) i3-d.4-xmgspx f r o r i s e r s  ' t h e y  hnve work1 ( l i t .  ' i t 3  
t h e i r 4  w o r k t )  (: 'I ')  n o d . )  

It i s  u n a o ~ b t e d l y  s i g n i f l c n n t  t h i t  z o s t ,  o r  n i l ,  of t h z  above 

e x a z p l e s  hsve  v e r b  r o o t s  o r  s t e m s ;  t h +  ~ e r b a l  e l emen t  f u n c t i o n s  d i f -  

f e r e n t l y  t h a n  do  t h c s e  i n  s z c t l o n  2.52, which f o l l o f i s .  

2.52, A few nouns make u s e  o f  v e r b a l  e l e n e n t s  t o  e x p r e s s  ? l u -  

r a l i t y .  I n  h i s  Grsmsr - o f  'flishrsm, Dyk d e s c r i b e s  t h e  v e r b s &  func -  

t i o n  of  one such  e l e m e n t ,  -yu- (-iw-iv-iwa- 1: 

The d i s t r i b u t i v e  p l u s 1  e l e m e n t  i n d i v i d u a l i z e s  a n d  
s e p s r s t e s  t h e  p l u r a l  o b j e c t s  of  a t r a n s i t i v e  con- 
s t r u c t i o n  upon which t h e  a c t i o n  of t h e  v e r b  is 
b e n t ,  o r  t h e  p l u r a l  s u b j e c t s  of s n  i n t r a n s i t i v e  
c o n s t r u c t i o n  by whom t h e  a c t i o n  i s  Being  per formed.  
The t r s n s l s t i o n  u s u 3 l l y  g i v e n  t o  -yu- i s  e a c h  one ,  
i n d i v i d u a l l y ,  s e p a r a t e l y ,  heze  and t h e r e ,  e t c .  
(Dyk 1333 :62 1 

Thus, -yu-, which a p p e a r s  i n  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  examples  as  -wa- 

and -iwa-, i s  s e m a n t i c a l l y  t h e  n e a r - e q u i v a l e n t  f o r  v e r b s  o f  t h e  



nominal  s u f f i x  -msx. . 
(207)  i - a - - 1  ' d l n c e r  ' ' he  h a s  d s n c i n g l  ( l i t .  ' i t  

h i s 4  d a n c i n g 1 )  (DH n . d . )  3 

(208) i j - d a  4' w i -  ra-la1 ' d a n c e r s  ' t h e y  have d a n c i n g 1  ( l i t .  
' i t  3 t h e i r 4  d i n c i n g l )  (DH n.d.)  ( - i a a -  
s p 2 e s r s  h e r e  IS -wa-, . t h e  /i/ i s  assi-  
m i l n t z d  t o  t h e  /i/ of  t h e  s t e : :  -wi-.) 

(203 ) ia4-gs- ln l  ' a i r  pl ln .3 ' ( l i t  . ' h i s 4  f l y i n g  ) (DH n .a . ) 
(2C4 ) i -dn4-g-i-i iva-lsl  ' a i r ? l l n e s  ' t hey  hsve  f l y i n g  ' 3 ( l l t .  ' i t  t h e i r 4  f l y i n g ' )  (DH 

n o d . )  3 

2.53. P l u r a l i z 3 t l o n  by xe3ns  of  t h e  v e r b 3 1  ele; : .ent  -1- oc- 

c u r s  on l j -  once i n  ay d ~ t s .  D ~ K  c a i i s  -1- a " r e l s t i o n a l  e l e ~ - ~ . l a n ~ , ' *  

a n d  t r m s l a t e s  i r ;  as  " t o ,  i n ,  w i t h l n ,  f o r v t  ( ~ y k  1 3 3 j : ; j j ) .  I n  

t t  Michze l  S i l v e r s t e i n ' s  t a rmrno logy ,  -1- i s  ,a ' ' ? c s k ? o s i t i o n  ( S i l v e r -  

s t e l n  l 3b0 :33 ) .  m k  f u r t h e r  notes t k l t  -%-  t 'co~ibi ines  w i t h  3 [ r d j  

? [ e r s o n  p l u r a l )  -u- L O  f o r a  -nail1 (Dyk 1 j33 :40 ) .  

(215 j q3-a -1-aliFxc,-a1 p o t  ' ( l r t  . ' ~ 0 . ~ e i r n . 3  is c o n t i n n -  
0 ~ ~ 1 %  b o ~ l l n g  i n  ii S) (9% n.d.  

(215 ) q - i - k t - x -  p o t s  ' ( l i t .  'so.:.e 3 n 4  is c o n t i n u r  
o ~ s l y  b o l i l n g  i ~ i  t h e s t  ) (DH n.d. ) 

2.6. A small nuaber  of  nouns h a v a  a i f f o r e n t  sterr.s i n  t h e  s i : igu-  

l s r  a n d  ?lural f o r z s :  

(217)  i & - l s i t i x  ' s l s v e  ' (.'ID n.d . ) 
(21b ) i & - g i & l t k i - u k s  ' s l a v e s  ' (.7D r-.d. ) ( - i u - k h a y  be b e t t e r )  . 
(213)  a - g a g i l a k  'woman ' ( S s p l r  1 j03:52 ) 

(220 ) id -nanzkz  'women ' ('.'ID n,d . ) (cf . e x a n p l e  s (102 1, (103 ) ) 



2.7,The l s s t  c l s s s  of  nouns t o  be c o n s i ~ e r e d  h e r e  c o n s l s t s  

nwc55ar i i# 
o f  t h o s e  nouns .which  do n o ~ ~ c h s n ~ e  t o  for:u l u r a l s .  "ese 

nouns a r e  somet imes  s ? e c i f i c a l l y  s l n g u l s r  i n  f o r n ,  i . e . ,  t h e y  

o c c u r  o n l y  w i t h  A/??G p r e f i x  i- o r  (w)a-: 

(221)  a-g<kw31 ' e e l  b e r r i e s ,  ' ' e e l  b e r r y '  (.?ID n .d . )  

(222)  wa-mx8 ' c o r e  o r  c o r e s ,  ss of a ? ? l e s '  (:ID n .d . )  (J:S- 

t r : b d k ; v t  pi., w ~ - p ~ t x - m d ? )  s i r 0  orlrurs; cf. 2.Y. I .&.)  
I 

(223 ) i - G b n  ' i c e  ' ( S a p i r  1 3 0 3 : l d d )  

(224)  i - l i b u m  ' a ? ? l e ,  ' ' a ? ? l e s  ' ( D Y K  l j33: l38 ,  139) 

(225)  wa-.qa'E ' t h o r n , '  ' t h o r n s '  @H n.?.)  

(216 ) i- t3 'rm-&iq l w - k i q  'w ' i c i c l e ,  ' ' i c i c l e s  ' ('79 n.d. ) 

(227)  i - l a x - l a x  ' f i s h  s c n l e ,  ' f i s h  s c a l e s t  (:ID n .d . )  . 
(?28)i -ycxpas  . ' c r a n b e r r y , '  ' c r a n b e r r i e s '  (WL, DF nod.) 

( ~ a h a ~ t i n - ? . e r i v e d ?  ) 

(229)  i-ya4-quq 'hi* o f f s p r i n g '  (.:D n.d. ) 

(230)  a - c ' i u d i x a x  ' n n t , '  ' a n t s '  (PK, D? n.d . )  

(231)  wa-c ' d i h a  ' b lue -back  s a l c o n  ( s i n g u l a r  and  p l u r 3 l )  
'(MD n.d. ) 

0 t h e c . n o u n s  vthich do n o t  have d i s t i n c t  s i n g u l a r  and p l u r a l  

forms  a r e  i n v s r i s b l y  p l u r a l  i n  form, because  t h e y  a l w a y s  t s k e  

i t -  o r  s p l u r a l  s u f f i x :  



(233) i t - k ' i l a k  'powdered s a l m o n '  (',7D n o d .  ) 

( 2 3 5 )  i t - k l i g g l s l - m a x  ' f e a t h e r s  worn on  h a t  o r  h e a d 1  (:lrD 
"n.d. ) 

* 

(236) i t - k g  ' c l o u d ,  ' c l o u d s  ' ('YD n.d.  1, i t -ks-rnax ' c l o u d s '  (FD nod, ) 
l 

( 2 5 8 )  i z l x a x u - n a x  ' g o o s e ,  ' g e e s e  ' ("13 n o d .  ) 
l l 

(233) i t - t  ' 6 - m x  ' b r e a s t ,  ' ' b r e a s t s '  ('JD n.d.  ), . 
A4 t h i r d  s e t  of n o u n s ,  t h o s e  t a k i n g  t h e  w c o l l e c t i v e - n e u t e r ' t  

p r e f i x  i&-, a r e  msrk2d IS n e i t h e r  s i n g u l 3 r  n o r  p l u r a l :  

( 2 4 0 )  i & - q g r u l q t  ' b l o o d  ' ( S a s l r  190 j s 1 4  1, is-gr?.wulkt (b;;I> n. d . ) 

( 2 4 1  i & - g < n i n u a  ' d u s t  ( ~ a ? i r  1303 :74  1 

( 2 4 4 )  ih-gqwg ' w n t e r  ' (Dyk 1333: 3 0 )  

( 2 4 5 )  i&-li ' f o g '  (!VD n . d . )  

( 2 4 7 )  i h - h u t  ' u r i n e '  (DE! n.d.1 



( 2 4 8 )  i & - t t e k  ' f r u i t  j u i c e t  (CVD, DF, DH n o d . )  ' i n k  made 
of  h u c k l e b e r r y  j u i c e 1  (DF, DH, ES n o d . )  

(249) i2-61uZq ' s o u p  ' (.;ID n .d .  ) 

b e r r i e s  ' a n d  '8. b u s h  ' ) ( 2 5 0 )  i&-?&la1  ' s a l a l  b e r r y '  ( a l s o ,  '6, 

(DF n . d . )  

!Jlny o f  t h e s e  n o u n s  c o r r e s ? o n d  t o  o u r  Z n g l i s h  n s s s  n o u n s ,  

w h i c h  g h o r f  h 2 s  d e s c r i b e d  a s  d e s i g n n t i n g  "homogenous c o n t i n u a  

w i t h o u t  i : c p l i e d  b o u n d a r i e s t 1  ( ~ h o r f  1356:140) ;  However, i t  n a y  

be t h e  c i s e  t h a t  t h e  l a c k  o f  d i f f e r e n t i s t e d  s i n g u l s r  a n d  p l u r s l  

 for::,^ may n o t  be due t o  a n  i m p l i c i t  c n t e g o r i z a t l o n  o f  t h e s e  n o u n s  

as  mass i n  c h i r a c t e r ,  b ~ t  i s  r a t h e r  s r e s u l t  of a l e s s  s t r o n g l y  

f e l t  n e e d  t o  e x p r e s s  number u n s a b i g u o c s l y  t h a n  we a s  s p e a k e r s  

o f  E n g l i s h  f e e l .  I s h a l l  r e t u r n  t o  t h i s  , o l n t  i n  C h a t e r  9 .  

2 . 8 ,  Having  p r e s e n t e d  a l l  t h e  t y  3es  o f  p l u r a l i z a t i o n  o c c u r -  

i n g  st t h e  l e v e l  o f  c h e  noun i t s e l f ,  I s h o u l d  now p o i n t  o u t  

t h n t  Wnsco-'!/lshrsm h a s  a s e r i e s  o f  particles 2 n d  a d j e c t i v e s  

which ,  as p n r t  o f  a n o u n  p h r a s e ,  c a n  be u s e d  t o  e l s b o r 3 t e  a 

n o u n ' s  p l u r a l  q u a l i t y .  ? s r t l c l 2 s  do n o t  t y p i c a l l y  t 3 k e  p r e -  

f i x e s ,  a n d  g e n e r a l l y  k2recede t h e  n o u n  x h i c h  t h e y  ..edify. Exam- 

p l e s  of  p a r t i c l e s  r e l e v a n t  t o  t h e  p l u r a l i z a t i o n  o f  n o u n s  a . re :  

( 2 5 1 )  h a ? a s  ' p l e a t i f u l ,  ' 'more t h s n  e n ~ u g h  ' ( 2 y k  1333: 
131 ) 

( 2 5 2 )  p a k  ' l o t s ,  ' ' f u l l '  ( ~ ~ k  1 9 3 3 : 1 3 1 )  

( 2 5 3 )  q a w a t  'a' few,  ' 'some (Dyk 1933:131)  



(254) 2 a l a l a i  ' l o t s ,  l ' p l e n t y 1  ( ~ y k  1333:131,  q . v .  f o r  sirni- 
lsr  forms 

Wasco-Wishram also p o s s e s s e s  s sys f f f a  of = a r d i n a l  a n d  

o r d i n a l  numbers,  wnic h o f  c o u r s e  c a n  f u n c t i o n  t o  s p e c l f  y  t h e  

d e g r e e  of  p l u r a l i t y  o f  a noun. I w i l l  n o t  d i s c u s s  numera l s  

h e r e ;  t h e  r e a d e r  may wlsh t o  c o n s u l t  Dyk 1333:136-141. However, 

one f e s t u r e  o f  t h i s  s y s t e m  ? e r t a i n s  t o  a n i n a t e  p l u r a l s .  J h e n  

c e r t a i n  n ~ f f i k r a l s  modify nouns d e n o t i x  huzan  b e i n g s ,  t h e y  a f f i x  

t h e  s u f f i x  - i k g .  Noreover ,  when combined w i t h  s ? e c i a l  ; r e f i x e s ,  

t h i s  s u f f i x  c a n  c o n v e r t  a number t o  a  s u b s t a n t i v e ,  m e ~ n i n g  la 

c e r t 2 i n  number o f  nuzan b e i n g s . '  

(255 2 s - l a k d - i k z  a - h l u - k j  ' f o u r  men ' ('4D n.d . ) 

( 2 5 6 )  g 6 n n - i k j  . i & - t ' ~ ~ n x s - ~ ~ k 5  ' f i v e  ? s i u t e s t  ( s sg i r  
1303:201)  

(257 ) d-rnakws'thga&-iks' ' twen ty  o f  them, p e o ? l e  ' (Dyk 
1333:140)  

A d j e c t i v e s  convey ing  p l u r a l i t y  d i f f e r  fro.:. glr t i c l e s  i n  

t h 3 t  t h e y  a r e  nomina l s ,  i.e, t h e y  t a k e  p r e f i x e s .  An a d j e c t i v e  

t a k e s  a o s s e s s i v e  p r e f i x  which c o r r e s 2 o n d s .  i n  number, and  if 

s ? e c i f i e d ,  g e n d e r ,  t o  t h e  A/NG ? r e f i x  o f  t h e  nocn which i t  z o d i -  

f  i e s  : 

(258) a ) - f a 4 - t i & x  . i n  ' l o t s  of  wozenl  ( l i t .  ' t h e y  
women i t  t h e i r 4  abundance  l ) 
(BD n.d.3 (see r x r n p l e  ( t o ~ ) )  

2 . 9 , R e d u p l i c a t i o n  i s  n o t  a r e g u l a r  p l u r a l i z a t i o n  9 r o c e s s  



f o r  Jasco-" l ishrarn  n o u n s .  Hawever,  i n c l u d e d  i n  my d s t s  a r e  e x -  

a m p l e s  o f  $ a r t i c l e s  n h i c h  c s n  f u n c t l c n a s  ncun  s t e m s  a n d  a r e  

p l u r a l i z e d  by r e d u 3 l i c a t i o n .  A l t h o u g h  p a r t i c l e s  d o  n o t  t y p i -  

c a l l y  t s k e  a f f i x e s ,  s h e  o f  them d o  s o  i n  c e r t ~ n  c o n t e x t s ;  

mos t  o f  t h e s e  exarn? les  h s v e  p r e f i x e s  a n d / o r  s u f f i x e s :  

( 2 5 3 )  w i x s t  4 s q '  'a bend  i n  t h e  r o a d '  ( ,'D n . d . 1  

( 2 6 0 )  w i x n t  & s q l - & a q '  ' b e n d s  i n  t h e  r o s d '  (:!:I) n .d .1  

( 2 6 1 )  y a q  ' - i x  w i l x b a  ' s  h o l l o w  on  t h e  g r o u n d '  (I-VD n.d .  ) 

(262 ) y s q  ' -yaq  '-max-ix ' h o l l o w  p l a c * s ,  ' ' d e p r e s s i o n s  ' 
(:'!D n .d . ) 

(263 ! i -kxwap ' h o l e  ('?ID n .d .  ) 

(204 ) kxwap-kxwab-max ' h o l e s  ' (\VD n  .d . ) . 
( 7 0 )  i-gis-msx ' y e l l o ~  l i c h e n  f r e q u e n t l y  f o u n d  o n  d e a d  

wood' ( l i t .  ' y e l l o u  i t e m  [ w h i c h  g r o w s J  
h e r e  a n d  t h e r e ' )  (DF, KF n .d .1  

( 7 1 )  i - g i z - g i g - m a x  ' y e l l o w  l i c h e n  ( ? l u r a l )  f r e q u e n t l y  
f o u n d  o n  dend  wood' ( l i t .  ' y e l l o w  
i t e m s  [ x h i c h  grow,  h e r e  znd  t h e r e 1 )  
(DF, Ki n . d . )  



C h n o t e r  111 

C o n c l u s i o n  

3 . 1 , I t  h s s  b e e n  shown t h n t  t h e  wsys I n  w h i c h  s o u n s  cah be gLu- 

r s l i z e d  a r e  m u l t i f a r i o u s ,  s n d  t n s t  t h e  g r m m a t i c z t l  s n d  semsn-  

1 0  
t i c  d i v e r s i t y  o f  t h e s e  p l u r a l i q a t i o n  t y ? e s  i s  g r e s t .  I n  t h i s  

c h a p t e r ,  I w i l l  s u g g e s t  t h n t  t h e  v a r i e t y  o f  p r o d u c t i v e  p l u r a l i -  

z a t i o n  p r o c e s s e s ,  a n d  t h e  t y p e s  o f  i n f o r m n t i o n  !vhich t h e y  c o n -  

v e y ,  a r e  n o t  r a n d o m l y  d i s t ~ i b u t e d  among t h e  n o u n s .  I n s t e a d ,  

i t  s e e m s  t h x t  t h e s e  f s c ~ o r s  c a n  be c o r r e l 2 t e d  t i  c e r t a i n  seman-  

t i c  f e 3 t u r e s  o f  n o u n s .  

3.L1, Nouns d e n o t l n g  human b e i n g s  n r z  s u r b j e c t  t o  t h e  n o s t  

m o r ~ h o l o g i c s l l y  s n d  s e x 3 n t i c 3 l l y  v a r i e d  p l u r s X z 3 t i o n  p r o c e s s e s .  

I n  t h e  f i r s t  p l a c e ,  t h e r e  a r e  two p l u r a l i z i n g  s u f f i x e s  which  

seem o n l y  t o  a p p i y  t o  hu:;.an b e l n g s .  ?he  p l u r a l  s u f f i x  -nana 

i s  r i m l r i l y  a f f i x e d  t o  nouns  r e f e r r i n g  t o  k i n s h i p  r e b t i o n -  

s h i p s  (see s e c t i o n  2.Q). 8 1 t h  n u m e r a l s ,  t h e  s u f f i x  - i k 3  s e e m s  

t o  f u n c t i o n  m a i n l y  t o  n s r k  t h e  s t n t u s  o f  s n o u n  r e f e r r i n g  t o  s 

humsn b e l n g  ( s e e  s e c t i o n  2.83.  

The r e s t r i c t i o n  of  s s e m a n t i c  d i s t i n c t i o n  t o  humsn r e f e r -  

e n t s  i s  a n o t h e r  i n d e x  o f  t h e  r e l a t i v e l y  g r e n t e r  p o t e n t i a l  f o r  

s e m a n t i c  specificity i n  t h i s  c l a s s  o f  n o u n s .  The c o n t r a s t  be-  

t w e e n  i&- 'a few known p e o p l e '  a n d  s- 'a few unknown p e o p l e 1  

i s  p e r h a p s  t h e  most  s u b t l e  d i s t i n c t i o n  made i n  noun p l u r a l i -  

z a t i o n  ( s e e  s e c t i o n  2.4.X). 

B e c a u s e  n o u n s  d e n o t i n g  hunian b e i n g s  ma2 a l s o  be  p l u r a l -  



i z e d  by s l l  t h e  c o m b i n a t i o n s  o f  p r e f i x e s  a n d  s u f f i x e s  u s e d  i n  

o t h e r  d o m a i n s ,  t h e s e  nouns  e x h i b i t  t h e  w i d e s t  2 o s s l b l e  r a n g e  

of m e t h o d s  o f  p l u r a l i z 3 t i o n .  iVith r e g a r d  t o  specificity of  

n u a b e r ,  t h e  c l a s s  o f  human b e i n g s  i s  a l s o  somewhat s e t  a p a r t  

f rom o t h e r  n o u n s .  E x c e p t  f o r  a few t r u e  c o l l e c t i v e s ,  one  d o e s  

n o t  f i n d  n o u n s  i n  t h i s  c l a s s  whrch l a c k  d i s t i n c t  s i n g u l ? r  a n d  

p l u r a l  f o r m s .  S i m i l a r l y ,  t h e  s i n g u l a r  fo rm o f  a noun i s  n e v e r  

u s e d  when p l u r n l  buman b e i n g s  a r e  r z f e r r e d  t o ,  a s  w i l l  be s e e n  

t o  be t h e  c a s e  f o r  o t h e r  t y p e s  o f  n o u n s .  T h e s t  t h i n g s  s u g g e s t  

t h a t  nouns  d t n o t i n g  human b e i n g s  a r e  l e s s  t o l e r s n t  o f  a m b i g u i t y  

as t o  number t h s n  a r e  o t h e r  n o u n s .  

3.12: The n u a b e r  o f  ways t o  3 l u r s l i z e  n o u r :  d e n o t i n g  s n i -  

mals i s  sornewh3t more  l i - i t e d  t h 3 n  t h e  c l ~ s s  o f  humsn b e i n g s .  

Of c o u r s e ,  -max a n d  -ks c a n  b o t h  o c c u r  w i t h  a n i m a l s ,  3s w e l l  . 
a s  humsn b e i n g s .  However, t h e r e  a r e  no g r a m m a t i c a l  e l c z . : . l t s  

o r  tor;-aats which s p e c i f i c a l l y  i n d i c a t e  t h n t  a noun d e n o t e s  

a n  a n i m a l .  

'Ydhen c o t ~ p 3 r e d  w i t h  n o u n s  h s v i n g  human r e f e r e n t s ,  a n l a a l s  

as a c l 3 s s  a r e  o n l y  s l i g h t l y  l e s s  c o n s t r a i n e d  by o b l i g a t o r y  

s p e c i f i c a t i o n  o f  number .  VJe f l n d  t h a t   here a r e  o n l y  s few 

a n i m a l s  f o r  .uhich s i n g u l a r  a n d  p l u r a l  a r e  n o t  d i s t i n g u i s h e d .  

3.L3, It is i n  t h e  d o m a i n  o f  ~ l a n t s ,  m a t e r i a l  c u l t u r e ,  a n d  

n a t u r a l  f e a t u r e s  t h a t  t h e  l e a s t  amount  o f  i n f o r n a t i o n  i s  e x -  

p r e s s e d  i n  p i u r s l i z a t i o n .  S i n c e  n o u n s  o f  t h e s e  d o m a i n s  c a n n o t  

n o r m a l l y  t a k e  -kz a n d  t h e r e  a r e  no  p l u r a l i z a t i o n  p r o c e s 3 e s  

which  o n l y  o c c u r  w i t h  t h e s e  n o u n s ,  t h e y  a r e  i n v o l v e d  i n  t h e  



s m 3 l l e s t  . s e t  o'f ~ l u r a l i z a t i a n  p r o c e s s e s .  

Nouns d e n o t i n g  p l a n t s ,  ma t e r l a l  c u l t u r e ,  and  n a t u r a l  f e a -  

t u r e s  a r e  o f t e n  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  by a r e l 3 t i v e  i n d i f f e r e n c e  t o  t h e  

comrcunicat ion o f  number. For  many of t h e s e  nouns s i n g u l a r  and  

p l u r a l  f o r z s  a r e  n o t  d i f f e r e n t i s t e d .  T h i s  a l s o  e l i m i n a t e s  t h e  

p o s s i b i l i t y  of e x ? r e s s i n g  distribution, a s  w e l l  as  c o n t r a s t i n g  

i&- 'some, 3 f ew '  w i t h  more t r u e  p i u r s l i t y .  

Ana the r  l n d i c s t i o n  t h n t  nouns i n  t h e s e  domains a r t  more 

l i k e l y  t o  e x h i b i t  i n d i f f e r e n c e  t o  number i s  t h e  f a c t  t h 3 t  t h e y  

s o m e t i a e s  v3 ry  i n  form between t h e  s i n g u l ~ r  3nd t h e  p l u r a l ,  

s l t h o u g h  t h e  r e f e r e n t s  of  t h e  noun r e s s i n  t h e  s a a e .  For  exam- 

p l e ,  i n  t h e  myth - The 2sccoon  S t o r y  ( S a p i r  1303:152-165) t h e  

n s r r a t o r  s w i t c h s s  r a t h e r  f r e e l y  between i t - g u l u l  a n d  a - g u l u l ,  . 
t h e  "p iurs l"  snd"s ingu1a i '  f o r a s  or' ' a c o r n ,  e v e n  thccgh  b o t h  are 
translzted as  corns," 

3 . lk .  Thus ,  i n f o r m a t i o n  conveyed by t h e  ? l u r n l i z s t i o n  o f  

nouns,  o b l i g a t o r y  and  o ~ h a r a i s e ,  i s  > o t e n t l a l l >  g r a a t e s t  f o r  

nouns a e n o t l n g  h m n  b e i n g s ,  min imal  f o r  p l ~ n t s ,  n a t u r a l  f e a -  

t u r e s  s n d  m n t e r i a l  c u l t u r e ,  and  i n 5 e r m e d i a t e  f o r  a n i m a l s .  

3.2, I n  o r d e r  t o  p r o v i d e  s Q e r s p e c t i v e  f o r  t h e  d e s c r i g -  

t i ~ n  of  ',Vsjco-'Nishr-iz noun i u r s l i z a t i o n ,  I wou;d l i k e  t o  s k e t c h  

some of t h e  wnys i n  which ',Vasco-Xishrsn noun p l u r a l s  a r e  s i z i l a r  

to--and d i f f e r  f roc - -noun  p l u r s l i z a t i o n  i n  2u ro3ean  l ~ n g u n g e s .  

Only t h o s e  Euro3ean  lnngu3ges  d i t h  ~ h i c h  I am a c q u i n t e d ,  i . e . ,  

k t i n ,  F r e n c h ,  G e r ~ a n ,  a n d  E n g l i s h ,  .#ill be ment ioned  h e r e .  

3.21.. I n  t e r m s  of  t h e  n o r ? h o l o g i c a l  c o m p l e x i t y  of  l u r a l i -  

z s t i o n   process;^ , German is  p e r h a p s  c l o s e r  t o  1.4ssco-18Vishrsm t h a n  



o t h e r  E u r o p e a n  l s n g u a g e s .  l ! i 3 s c o - ? / i s h r a ~  s n d  German n o u n s  a r e  

b o t h  s u b j e c t  t o  much more c o a p l i c a t e d  p l u r a l i z a t i o n  p r o c e s s e s  

t h a n  i n  e i t h e r  F r e n c h  o r  E n g l i s h ,  whzre noun  p l u r a l i z a t i o n  is 

o v e r w h e l m i n g l y  r e g u l z r .  The n z n y  t y p e s  o f  'Rasco-Uishram noun 

p l u r a l s  were  d i s c u s s e d  i n  C h a ? t e r  2 .  6 e r m s n  noun ~ l u r a l s  a r e  

f ~ r m e d  by c h a n g i n g  a s l n g u l s r  a r t i c l e  t o  s p l u r a l  a r t i c l e  a n d  

a l f i x i n g  one of s n  a r r a y  o f  p l ~ r s l i z i n g  s u f f i x e s .  M3ny German 

noun 3 l u r a l s  a l s o  i n v o l v e  u s l a u t .  By c o n t r a s t ,  t h e  b u r d e n  o f  

E n g l i s h  p o n i n a l  ~ l u r s l i z a t i o n  f s l l s  t o  t h e  s u f f i x  -s a n d  i t s  

p h o n o l o g i c s l l y  c o n d i t i o n e d  a l l o r n o r p h s .  P l u r a l i t y  i s  a l s o  con-  

veyed  by some a r t i c l e s .  F r e n c h  p l u r s l s  a r e  s i m i l s r l y  s t r s i g h t -  

f o r w a r d .  They 3 r e  a l * a y s  m ~ r k o d  by p l u r a l  s r t i c l ? ~ ,  w i t h  t h e  

s u f f i x  -s e x p r e s s i n g  p l u r a l i t y  when l i a i s o n  o c c u r s .  

3.22, With r e s ? = c , t  t o  t h e  v a r L o u s  k i n d s  o f  n o m i n a l  p l u r a l i t y  

which  a l s n g u s g e  may d i s t i n g u i s n ,  ' ' J s sco-8 i shran  e x h i b i t s  more 

diversity t h n n  t h z  E u r o p e a n  l 2 n g u ~ g e s .  Of c o u r s e ,  LYssco-?dishram 

s h s r e s  w i t h  t h - s e  l a n g u s g ? ;  t h e  d i s t i n c t i o n  be  t a e e n  mss o r  c o l -  

l e c  t i v e  3nd i n d i v i d u a t e d  nouns  ( s e e  s e c  t l o n s  2  .j2. a n d  2.7.). 

However,  t h e  E u r o p e a n  l a n g u a g e s  do n o t  e x o r e s s  d i s t r s b u t i v e  p l u -  

r a l i t y ,  a s  i o e s  'Jirisco-"Jishram ( s e e  s e c t i o n  2 . 4 ; ~ ) .  The most  

s t r i ~ i n g  c o n t r a s t  be t:veen '!/ssc 0 -;"lshrsm a n d  t h e s e  Euro, ,ean 

l m g u l g e s  l i ? s  i n  t h e  n o n - o b l i g a t o r i n e s s  o f  t h e + e x p r e s s i o n  of  

p l u r a l i t y  f o r  c e e t a i n  'd3sco-Wishram nouns  ( s e e  s e c t i o n  3.15,). 

T h i s  s o r t  o f  i n d i f f e r e n c e  t o  number s i m p l y  d o e s  n o t  o c c u r  i n  

t h e  E u r o 2 e a n  l s n g u a g e s  . 
3 . 2 3 , C o r r e l a t i o n s  b e t w e e n  t h e  f o r m  o f  a noun o i u r a l  and 



o t h e r  s e m a n t i c  o r  g r smrns t i c s l  f e a t u r e s  a r e  p r e s e n t  i n  Wasco- 

Wishrsm, L a t i n ,  and-- to  a  l e s s e r  extent--German.  Seman t i c  c o r -  

r e l a t e s  o f  '!l-isco-Yishrsm noun p i u r s l s  r n c l u d e  an imacy( see  s e c t l o n  

2-43,], a n o u n ' s  s t a t u s  a s  a p e r s o n ,  sn i rns l ,  o r  ' ' t h l n g W  ( s e e  s e c -  

t i o n s  3 .U,, 3 .Z, and  3.U.1, a n d -  o o s s i b l y  genda r  ( s e e  s e c t l o n  

2.43,). L ~ t i n  noun d e c l e n s i o n s  convey n o t  o n l y  t h e  1 u r . i l i t y  o f  

t h e  noun, b u t  s l s o  i t s  gender  a n d  c a s e .  I n  Germnn, t h e  p l u r a l  

a r t i c l e s  3nd s u f f i x e s  c a n  i n d i c a t e  t h e  c a j e  of  t h e  noun. Cor- 

r e l z ~ t i o n a  between t h e  gende r  of s noun 2nd t h e  form of  i t s  3 l u -  

r3l a r e  o n l y  i n d i r e c t  f o r  Gercan .  Fo r  e x a a p l e ,  nouns e n d i n g  i n  

/a/ a f f i x  -n i n  t h e  p l u r a l ,  and  many f e m i n i n e  nouns end  i n  /e/. 

3.29. D i f f e r e n c e s  i n  t h e  t r e s t m a n t  of nominal  p l u r a l i a a -  

t i o n  among v s r i o u s  l a n g u a g e s  have baen o n l y  b r i e f l y  d i s c u s s e d  

h e r e .  However, e v e n  t h e s e  d i f f z r e n c e s  p o i n t  t o  t h e  need f o r  

comps r3 t ive  s t u d i e s  of  noun p l u r a l s .  It is hoped t h a t  t h i s  t h e s i s  

w i l l  p r o v i d z  d s t s  f o r  such  e n d e a v o r s .  



Notes  

'1 am i n d e b t e d  t o  David F rench  f o r  s u g g e s t i n g  t h e  t o p i c  
of  Wasco-'Nishrarn noun p l u r s l s  t o  mg and f o r  h i s  h e l p f u l  ad -  
v$ce on a l l  phases  of t h i s  t h e s i s .  I a l s o  wi sh  t o  t h a n k  B e l l  
Hymes f o r  h i s  r e a c t i o n s  t o  t h e  w r i t t e n  p r o ? o s a l  f o r  t h i s  t h e s i s ,  
Rober t  Benson f o r  r e a d i n g  a n  e a r l i e r  d r a f t  o f  i t ,  and  K a t h r i n e  
F f e n c h  and  Rober t  Moore f o r  c o n v e r s a t i o n s  a b o u t  t h i s  t h e s i s  a n d  
r e l a t e d  m a t t e r s .  

'see F rench  (1961)  f o r  a n  e t h n o g r a p h i c  and h i s t o r i c a l  
d e s c r i p t i o n  of 1,Vasco-Wishram c u l t u r e .  The s t a n d a r d  e a r l i e r  
monograph was S p i e r  and SBpir  1930.  

3 ~ e e  S i l v e r s t e i n  (1974:50-51) f o r  comments on t h i s  l i n -  
g u i s t i c  c l s s s i f i c a t i o n .  

4 
D e l l  Hymes' Ph.D. d i s s e r t a t i o n  on t h e  grammar of Kath- 

l a m e t  (Hymes 1355) ,  a n o t h e r  t y p e  o f  Upper Chinook,  was a v a i l -  
a b l e  t o  me I n  t h e  form of a n e a r - f i n a l  d r a f t .  I found h i s  
d i s c u s s i o n  of  noun p l u r a l s  h e l p f u l  i n  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  Wasco- 
Wishrvn noun a f f i x e s .  (The pages  on  which t h i s  d i s c u s s i o n  
o c c u r s  canno t  be c i t e d  h e r e  because  t h e  d r a f t  which I used  
d o e s  n o t  i n c l u d e  t h e  f i n a l  page numbers.)  Because my d a t a  
i n c l u d e  p a t t e r n s  of p l u r a l i z a t i o n  which do n o t  a p p e a r  i n  
Hymesf Kath lamet  grammar, I was u n a b l e  t o  a d a p t  h i s  schema- 
t i c  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  noun p l u r a l s  w i t h o u t  r u n n i n g  t h e  r i s k  
o f  m i s l e a d i n g  t h e  r e a d e r .  B o a s t  gramnar of Lower Chinook 
(1911 ) was a l s o  h e l p f u l .  

5 ~ a r i o u s  p l u r a l i z a t i o n  p r o c e s s e s  o c c u r  f o r  nouns which 
do n o t  have s i n g u l a r  fo rms ,  b u t  i n s t e a d  3 r e  " i n h e r e n t l y  d u a l n  
w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  b a s i c  A/NG p r e f i x e s .  S i n c e  t h e s e  nouns a r e  
r a t h e r  r a r e  and i n v o l v a  problems which a r e  beyond t h e  scope  
of t h i s  t h e s i s ,  my d i s c u s s i o n  e x c l u d e s  t h e s e  p l u r a l s .  

6 From t h i s  p o i n t  on,  i n i t i a l s  w i l l  b e  u s e d  t o  i n d i -  
c a t e  t h e  names of  l i n g u i s t s  xnd e t h n o g r 2 h e r s  r e s p o n s i b l e  
f o r  t h e  c o l l e c t i o n  and  t r a n s c r i p t i o n  of  forms which I hxve 
o b t a i n e d  from t h e i r  u n p u b l i s h e d  n o t e s .  Nsmes, and  t h e  i n i -  
t i a l s  u sed  a r e :  

WIT Wa l t e r  Dyk 

DF David French  

KF K a t h r i n e  F r e n c h  

DH D e l l '  Hymes 



PK ? h i l i p  Kahclamat (A Vishram who was t a u g h t  by Dyk t o  
w r i t e  h i s  l a n g u a g e )  

ES Edward S a ? i r  

I have n o t  l i s t e d  t h e  i n i t i a l s  of 311 p e r s o n s  who c o l l e c t e d  
e s c h  word; many words % e r e  o b t a i n e d  by more t h a n  one pe r son .  Ex- 
c e p t  f o r  P h i l i p  K s h c l a m s t ' s  own r e c o r d i n g s ,  t h e  n s n e s  of  Wasco a n d  
Wishram s p e a k e r s  who p rov ided  t h e s e  d a t a  a r e  n o t  g i v e n  h e r e ,  S i n c e  
Wasco and  'Jfishrsm forms of nouns s r e  g e n e r a l l y  i d e n t i c a l ,  I hsve  
n o t  i n d i c a t e d  f r o =  which d i s l e c  t p a r t i c u l s r  examples  hsve  been  
t a k e n .  However, when i t  a p p e a r s  t h n t  t h e r e  i s  a s i g n i f i c a n t  d i f -  
f e r e n c e  between Wqsco and !Ylshram, I have p o i n t e d  t h i s  o u t .  The 
WD and  PK forms a r e  a l l  "Jishram. The t r a n s c r i p t i o n s  i n  t h i s  t h e -  
sis a r e  "near-phonemic ," i n  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  r e c e n t  p u b l i c a t i o n s  o n  
Chinookan.  

' i - , id - ,  -yu&max ' s p i r i t  power (%D n , d , )  h a s  been exc luded  
from t h i s  c a t e g o r y  because  i t s  s t e m  i s  s l n o s t  c e r t a i n l y  s bor-  
rowing  from a  n e i g h b o r i n g  l s n g u s g e  . 

8 
Such nouns s r e  u n u s u a l  i n  t h s t  t h e y  end  i n  -as: f o l l o w e d  

by -naris. David F rench  ( p e r s o n a l  cornrnunication snd i n  e n t r i e s  
i n  Hymes e t  arl. ( n , d . ) )  h a s  a  t e n t n t i v e  i n t e r g r e t s t i o n  f o r  t h e s e  
phenomens: -5 I-max is  t h e  s t em,  a n d  -nann i s  a n  an ima te  p l u r a l  
s u f f i x ,  I n  F r e n c L 1 s  view,  t h e  s t e m  may be a n s l y z a b l e ,  w i t h  8 ' -  
b e i n g  one ( o r  more)  of a n  a r r a y ,  -max, o f  ' r e l s t i v e s  of  t h e  
gront-grandpnrent/grsndchild genera t :  ons ,  ' Such forms ss 
-1xd-max would be s i ~ i l n r  i n  r e f e r r i n g  t o  a n  ' a r r a y  of  o l d e r  
r e l a t i v s s  o r  a n c e s t o r s .  Note t h n t  -naz r e m a i n s  ' d i s t r i b u t i v e  ' 
b u t  h a s  a s p e c i s l i q e d  meaning a n d  c a n  o c c u r  i n  s n o n - f i n a l  
p o s i t i o n .  

3 ~ w o  o t h e r  nouns,  i-, a-nanukg ' o t t e r '  and  a-, i - auk8  
" f l i n t , "  " f l i n t  k n i f e , "  were o m i t t e d  from t h e  sbove  l i s t  
because  i t  was s u s p e c t e d  t h n t  t h e  s tem w a s  borrowed from some 
o t h e r  l anguzge  . 

l01t w.3 ho3ed t h ~ t  a chnr t  o r  t a b l e  r e p r e s e n t i n g  a 1 1  of  
t h e  t y p e s  o f  ',Vnsco-'iishrsm noun p l u r a l s  c o u l d  be d e v l s e d  f o r  
i n c l ~ s i o n  i n  t h l s  t h e s i s .  U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  due t o  t h e  g r e s t  
s e m a n t i c  3nd g r a m s t i c n l  c o m p l e x i t y  of t h e s e  p l u r a l s ,  i t  
proved  i m p o s s i b l e  t o  r e p r e s e n t  them s c h e m a t i c s l l y .  
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