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OKANAGAR-COLVILLE KINSHIP TERNS

Anthony Mattina and Clara Jack
University of Montana Okanagan Curriculums Project

o. Introduction

In this article we discuss Okanagan appellatives, or addrees terms. 8Since the majority
of Okanagan address terms are aleo kin reference terms, we will want to describe briefly the
okanagan kinship system. We will also discuss the grammatical properties and the various
allomorphe of the terms, calling particular attentioa to (1) hypochoristic and baby-talk forms)
and (2) kin terms used to address unrelated individuals, which must reflect certain facts of
Okanagan-Colville social organisation.?

Okanagan kinship terminology imesists on distinctions based on the sex of ego, or of
parent’s ego. Thus the term for man’e father will differ from the term for woman's father;
similarly the term for ego‘’e mother’s father will differ from the ters for ego’'s fatherx's
father. The requirement 4oee not hold either above the first ascending gemeration, or below
ego's generation. Consequently the term for ego’s father's father's mother and the tera for
ego's mother's father's father will be the same. Similarly the terms for ego’s son‘s son and
ego’'s daughtez's son are identical.

Okanagan kinship is also generational, as follows:; lineal and collateral relatives of
@go's second ascending generation, and collateral relatives of ego's own generation are not /
differentiated. That 1s to say, for example, the term for ego‘’s father's father is not
different from the term for ego's father's father's brother; neither are the terms for ego's
siblinge different from the terms fox ego’'s mother's siblings’ sons and daughters.?®

1. Ihe data’

We begin by listing the basic Okanagan forms in columns 1 through 8: (1) reference
termy (2) plural reference term; (3) appellative form; and (4) hypocoristic form, followed by
(3) Rnglish gloss. We 1ist other forms im columm §, with gloeses in colummn 7 (see Chart).

2. plwxal forme

Pour types of grammatical devices mark the plural of kin terme: (1) prefixation of ded-
to the stem; (2) reduplication of CiCe- of stem) (3) lengthening of the unstressed stem vowel;
and (4) infization of -a?-.

2.1. Prefization of ded- is required to form the plural of seven stems. Of these,
four are inh tly reduplicated; the semaining three are also cosplex, but analysable stems,
coneisting of more than & bare root, and imcludiang material which is presumed affizal. Theee
seven stems form & heterogeneous set, without cbvious phomological or semantic patterms.
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COLVILLE-ORKAMAGAN
1 32 2 .
Asfexeace Ref. pl. Appellative Bypocoxistic
appellative
1. sengeilxv seageilxv
2. pza?cia sxarcia
3. marm?ft xa- it zararie
o. kiwelx kow?iwelx
s. bophyip
beyophyip
6. poptwinax~
potpetwinaxv
7. qUipsa? dedq upea? qrupea?
o. tartipa? ta-2¢ipa? tartupar tupa?
9. oyaypa? Aodspaype? opaypa? heapa?
10. kikwa? dedkikwa? Rikwa? . kiva?
11. qiqna? Qiqna? qténa?
12. stemtima? stemtinma? téma?
13. owa?wésa? Aedovarwisa? swatwise?
16, emi?d dodemi?a smird ai?d
15. seei? Aodsesi? sesi?
16. sk~uki? dedskvuki? skviki?
17. Jtw Jiw
1a7)2w
18. dwistp Audwisty Awisty
Adwisty
19. aistem aisten
sesnisten
20. ekvuy skvuy
Rvuy skvkvuy
. sk ykvuy
12. tum tum
temtin
23. Aqaqca? dedqiqca? 2qaqoa?
34. qQick
2s. asisenca? aedeisenca? asisenca? sinca?
26. Acec?upe Aca?crupe Acec?upe r0pa?
27. sqeltalx~
sqqeltaixv
2e. sqelqeltaix~
29. eyllwi? syalyelwi?
osyaylwi?
30. tkedmilxv
tkoikernilx
n. tkekinilarxw
32. nagvney~

ARAy nO¥”
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s 3 ?
Gloss Other Gless
Bypocozietics:s
1. One’s poaple $0. mima? Mother (mate and tomete’'s)
2. Esser(e), anvester(s) 8). vita? = totwit Vaungest boy i the famsy
3. Eider, ancester
4. Ou (peresn) Miscellanscus;
8. QIS men, aid weman's Mushand s2. purdlia Wen(er)
Erdere, grand perenie 83. purdax=t Psrt sigew(er)
6. Ot wemen, eid men's wite ge. opelwrile Wanl ¢ Musbend
Otd wemen 5. w(u Want o awe
7. Grest great grand parent, chisd 6. carpeiwe 8o aistere
8. Grost grand perent; greel grand ehid 87. ey negvive B0 marreed
9. Father's tether, Srether, sovein 50. seavaseell Twine
10. Mether's father, brether, oouain s9. prasiaflt Tome
11, Felber's mether 0. prasiile Twme of en Sumen Mier
12. Mether's mether 61. sakvetiaiwe Marriod wemen'e lover
13. Msther's weler, couein; slopmether 62. Ragvaya? Mdarried men'e lover
16, Father's trether, oovem 63. symsakive? Swesthoart
18, Mether's brether, soven
16. Fether'e sleler, sovemn Nicknames s
17. Men's fetber 64. spetwiaxveqiga? Old mare
Man’s fethare, his brethers, soume 5. skewlmsqiya? Oid hereo (lo males and tomaies)
10, Steptather 6. tumket Thume (gute)
Steptather (slightty durieive) 67. teaxtdkaret Late Bums (gute)
19. Weman's fetber 8. papa? ? (gure)
Wemen's felhere, their ireibers, Couame
20. Mun'e mether Mopted
Man’e mether (endoaring) 6. kvolakikwa? Step grand tatier

1.
22.

3.
26.

as.
26.
27.

n.
32.

Man‘e melhere, their seters, ssvame

Weman's mether

Wemen's methera, thew sistera, ssveing

Oider brethher, covein

Man'e eider brethar (Rare @ Penticien,
Veraen Ohanegen)

Younger brether, couen

Younger cister, souvan

Men, husband

Man, busband (denewe)

Meon

Nushend

Husbend (esbghtty dersewe)

Wemen, wife

Wemen

Wemen, wite (shghtly derione)

Wite

Wila (dasiame)

70. kvelataréipar
7. kveligeipear?
72. kveldaistem
73. kveldtua

7¢. kveoldakvuy
7s. kvela)riw
76. kvelisyiypa?
77. kvelakikwa?
70. kvelemi?a

79. kvelsesi?
00. kvelskvuki?
61. kvelowarwisa?
02. k-elaqiqca?
03. kvelsisenca?
se. kvelicecrupe
85. kvelsentxvus
06. kvelslayt

Adepied grest grand pareni, chid
Adepied grosl grest grand pereal, chie
Adepted wemen's falher

Adapled weman's mether

Adepied men‘e mether

Adepted man’e laiher

Asepted tather's talher, bralhe:, covem
Adepied mether's tather, brether, Couem
Adepied talher'e brether, covem
Adepied mether's brethel, couven
Adepied lather's mstes, covemn
Mether's weter, couan; slopmether
Adepied cider brether, couen

Adepted younges weler, covem
Adopled (emale couemas, melere. triends
Adop male male 1

PSS
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37.

3.

39.

9.
€.

4.

9.

es.

.

9.
9.

nq=ictn nq acq ecty
sxaya? dodeyaga?
deick 2edcick
saretam sarear?etém
ok elmut
syumcen 2eisyumcen

. slagt slegliye
sentx~is sentex txue
oq si? 2edequei?
oq-eeq-ei?

sqesqrareiya?

stomk?{1¢ ostemtennr{le
sdwilt sdudwile

. sen?imare sonrem?imare
wki7i1¢
eki2{1e
ot llt.

syaya?
icick

olayt
sontx ue

sqvei?

shvile
sen?imare
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oq acto

ssaretin

sqveqei?
sqreqsqvarsiya?

stotemkr{ie

FY T 1Y

akekr{1ar¢

34.

3s.
36.
3.

3.
0.
.
9.

9.

..

es.
.
9.
e,
9.

Widow(er)e brother, sster, or covein-in-lew 0.

Widow(erye brother, sister, or cousin-indow 89,
(derisive)

Fothor-m-low %0.

Mether in-tow ..

Svether-, sleler-, covein-in-lew; lesesly,
triend of ane’s epeves
Veung brether, sister, cevein-in-low;
lososly, yeung Iriend of ene's apeves
Nusbende of twe sislers or esueine;
wives of twe brelhers or ceveine
Buddy, slese Mriand (mele lo mate)
s, mele csweine, male friende
Femele coveine, sisters, friende
Sen
e eon
Smell ehiid
Children
[
Uie davghter
Greiher, slefer or csuwein’e sen @ davghter
@randohiid; brether, sister or covein’s grendshid
in-law; (op oy
oon or dawghler's widew(er)
son- ar dewghier-inlow’s perents
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kvelstemk2{1t Adepled dovghter
k-oloen7imart Adoplod grandchitd; brether, sisler or ceuein's
P endchad

kveliqrana? = qaQna? Adepled feer's mether
kvolstemtima? Adopted mether's mather

and -a? of *q upe-a?.

Plurals of inherently reduwplicated stems:

9.
10.
13.
1s.

Plurals of complex wnanalysshle forme:
202-qTupea? grest grest grend parent, Al

7.
1e.
16.

dod-ogigpa? fethers fulber, irelher, covele
2od-kikva? mether's felier, brether, coveln
20)-0varwisa? melber's suler, covely; shapmetber

202-000i? mether's irefier, covels

2ed-omi?d remhere tretier, covete
dod-skwuki? rethere s, covete

We have identified the following complemities in these stems: - of *s-mi?d, *e-kwiki?

teter'e sister and 20. 0k uy mether.

glottal stop } | to be
the Th doublet kvos, Kk uy perenrs eter o famale csuehr ).

We are also aware that there may be & comnection between 16. ded-skvuki?

If 1t 18 poseible to recomstruct *e-kvy meer, then o-k=uk1? would De a fully
reduplicated form with avtomatic rounding of £ before uw, and syliabicity of y—only the final

2.2.

Three patterns of CiCi- reduplication of stem are found.

3. CiCo-. 14 forms have a vowslless reduplicative prefix:

ted for (but cf. Sh k=uye, perents irethers wie, with 3 cf. also

A //x-2iweln// [/k-Tew-riveln// o (pereen)

6. //pteinax=// pet-petvinanv ¢ wemen, oid meve wite
10. Mvisty //hv-dvistan// ohphte

19. nisten ses-misten wewars me

20. s-kvuy o-key-kvuy meve metrer

22. tum ten-tulh wemervs methe

27-0. o—qeltaix" s-qel-qelitaix” men, Avstene
20. t-kodnilww t-kod-kodmilx” (cf. th—tkimilx” in CV) weman, o¥e
37. satstim Sa?-sa’etim (irelwr, sisier, coveir-iniuv; lesssly, friend of ene’e epeues

0. o-layt o-legp-ligt i made triende
1. S-ON-LEA"HS O-ON-LEV-LA"US female cevaln, slere, friende

0. o-temktilt s-tem-temkriit comgvier

45. 0-wilt //e-2w-Rwilt// (relher, seter or cowein'e San &1 dewghler

. o-on-?imat? s-en-tem-?imare

Gendehi; brefher, dster e ecovein'e grandehid

2.2.2. Two forms reduplicate with CidCs-t

29. o-gplivi? o-ghl-yolvi? Avebend
30. pqUiity P-qUéS-qUecty eweu(er)s irether, csler, ar covein-in-luw

2.2.3. Two forms reduplicate with Cia?-s

17. 17w la?-17iw mer’e felber

26. //h-c'upe// A-Car-CTupS yeunger slster, esveln
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2.3. Two forms, reduplicated ia the simgular, form the plural by leagtheaiang the
unstressed stem vowel a.

3. xar-x?7it xma-?7-x7it oidw, ancester
0. tar-tipa? ta-7-tipa? ges gend perent; greet grase ety

2.4. One form infixes -a?- twice, once before the C immediately p
and once immediately following the streseed vowel):

ding the st d vowel,

3. //o-(quee-)q"si?// o—ques—q areiya? enet e

3. Apesllative forme

Under lct neither the reference term mot 3 specific appellative is
used to address 4. alder; §. oid men; 8. cid weman; 87. man/hushbend; 30. vamen/wite; 3¢. widew(es)e brethes, cistes o
covetn-intow; 5. breihves, sster, or cousin-indaw; 38. husband of ane’'s wite’s sisies er wite of ene’s bushbend’s Mreiher; 43. amell ahitd;
__44. daughier; 41. apeuse ol grandehil; 40. son- o1 deughier-in-luw's parenie. Oth { t sexve as terms of
address.

Some of these addrese terms cam be used to address mot oaly persoas of actual or
1iteral reference (ego‘'s actual uncles, auats, or grandfathers), but to uarelated individuals
who by reason of age and sex may be so addressed. Thus an (uaxelated) elderly male may be
addressed as 10. kikwa? (1it. meiher's fetter, bretber, covam) OF 1S. 80847 (1it. meibere iretter, sovam)) and
an elderly female as 12. stemtima? (1it. mether's meiber), OF 1). Gwa?™isa? (1it. metter's aister, coveln;
slopmeiier ) .

A man may address a younger male as 25. sinca? (1it. yamgw bretber, covan), and & woman »ay
address a younger female as 26. 2upa? (1it. yumgw weler, covain). C 1y, two t without
actual kin reference may be used to address kin. Thus 0. slayt Mesd, parteer is used by males to
address brothers, or male cousins, and 41. Sentx"us Wieed, parieer 18 used by females to address
sisters or females cousins.

As terms of address these last two terms serve other functions: slayt may be used by a
male to address a female with whom he is intimate, and seatx~us 1s a reserved or polite term of
ad betw 1 bers of the opposite sex.

We might note that (1) the generic address terms for unrelated elders are all terms
-nat literally refer to e9o°s mother's (not fathexr's) ascending relatives; and (2) there is no
term (parallel to -im) with which a woman may address an intimate male. We take these facts
to correlate with elements in (an earlier stage of) the social organisation of the
Okanagan-Colvilles.*

4. Rypecexistic forme

Twenty terms of address have special baby-talk variants, used both by children and
adults. A variety of phonological operatioms applied to the reference terme yield these
hypocoristice.

4.1. In one case word-initial s- is deleted, as though identified as (8-) ebeshive;
14. 472 (<o-mi?k) (lother's brether, covem

4.2. 1In several cases simplexss are reconstructed, as though underlying (otherwise
unanalyzable) reference forme, with or without attend h logical ch '
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6. tuga? («olar-tupa?, with deglottalisation of ¢)

9. htapa? (<*o-yi-ypa?, with replacessat of ¥ with h and pharyngeal iatrusioa)

10. qfama? (<«Qi-qua?, with reisst t of & ¢ stem vows)l and pharymgesl
iatrusion)

132, tima? (c*s—tem—tima?, with ablaut { » &)

38. oinca? (<cd-oi-senca? where (2-) amimave)

26. Yiga? ((*d-c-c-Viug-e, with affimaties of -a?)

It will be moted that while the morphology of the hypocoristic forms 1s simpler (with
the possible emceptioa of 36) than the refereat ferms, each hypoooristic word aa uaderlying .
1apl their phomology 1s aot always simpler. tuga? is siapler thaa *lupa?, tama? may be
simpler (a is less marked tham 17) than *tima?, and ?up (of Puge?) is equivalest to *?up. But
hCipe? and qténa? seem more “complicated” thaa *piga® and °gisa? respectively. ualess we asze
prepared to argue that pharyngeal and eiailar vocalisations are typical of iafancy and earxly
childhood (cf. also 66).

1€ we und d the for the agpereat complexity of these forms, we would
probably understand the iantrusion of pharyngeals ia such borrowed items as kv tita guerter and
BE¥oton ehesp. These are ds that ind Ok Celville speak of & that tacludes
a pharyngeal ia C: position.

6.3. In five forme dimimutive affization achisves the hypocoristic effect:

2. 8 —q"si? e

9. s—q —q squa?eiya? emet chiv

0. o-to-temx?{it cougrier

5. A-2wilt Orether, waler or covain’e sen & deughter
0. o-ko£7{1a7t oen o Geughter's wmiden(er)

Bote that in 48. the diaisutive is marked twice, o.oob'tlomucnttni-, and again by the
infix -a7-.

In five other forms the dimimutive adde dexision:

10. d-dwista alpleher

20. a—q—qeltaix" aetew

31. t-k-kinila?z" wwe

32. R-RAgTney” wie

37. 8-8a%0tam ivether-, sister-, covem-er-iew

Bote that in 31. the diminutive is marked twice, as in ¢8.

In contrast to the examples just givea, ancther dimisutive rimgs eandearing to the
aative ear:

21. 8-K¥-K®uy meiher

$. Niscellansous forme

In the spirit of sharing the xich of Ok Colville vocabulary, hoping to
stimulate the compilation of samilar lists im related languages, we offer the following
cosments (refer to the chart, items 50 through 91).

$.1. Nypocoristice
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S1. wita? ((otot-Wit) pengeet boy 16 formed, 1ike 26. 2upa?, by the extraction of an
underlying eimplex, and suffization of -a?. It ie roughly equivalent to English Awmer.

S.2. The analysis of the miscellanecows items 18 a8 follows: 32-3. pu(?)= epewes, Llal
dood o9, haxvt oved pi.) S4-S. n- lcstve, VEIW Musbend, Vng® wite) 56-7. Vcpe seler, -AVe respresel; 61.
VOR“t AaN, screse, =Rniwt awe) 62. VRy” wWe, =aya? prefend, ploy) 3. B- ebeshive, Vym-nk M, wen, =awa?
?.

$.). micknemee
The analysis of theee forms is as followe)

64-5. - abeshive, DLwnE™ olf wemen, =OQayA? Awrse) 66-7. Vi Mumb (Cf. tuld wemen's mether ),
“kot hend, Angers, =taka?et hane, » with unesplained reduplication of k- and pharyngeal
intrusion. 60. is not analysable.

S.4. Step forme

All these are compounds coneisting of VEv1 mets, ¢, the compound commector -i-, and a
tin term. If the kin term begins with o, the compound commector 8066 not occur, emcept im two

74. kvol-d-okwiy adepted men'e metber
76. kvel-2-opiype? csupied thers Nitw, brele, coval

G-W

Okanagan-Colville terms of reference and address represent a rich systes that
‘orrelatee with a comp social isatd Of epecial interest are (1) the richaees of
sorphological devices that mark plut.l (2) the imtrwsion of pharyngeal into 1
thervise morphologically eispler beby-talk forms, and (3) the restrictions that apply to the
uvles for addreseing unrelated (nom-kin) individuals. As yet we have not discovered any terws
'f personal reference that can not take poscessives, similar te thoee found in Halkomelem.

18ecovse we oveld the quettion of dofining fermelly the Nmits of the hin greup, we include seme terms (such oo
lose iviend) thet might etherwies be oncluded, Dut thet are of Interest Decouse they are weed 00 sppoiletiven.

The meost recent infermel o s Inch é n M (for 9). A chert of the
ensgen entended fomity, tM“—M,MM&M&MMthmw
néien Curricuium Project's We are fhe Pesple, Grade Few ¥ /80etent Mo Guide. O Tribe! €

Lo

*The kst of hin terms wes compiied by the suthers with the sssistonce of Edne Jeck, Deiphine Deptiste, snd Marine
0e. We sre gretetul fer their velusble help.
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