
, . 
IIorkbOOI<. Mr. ThoaIiUI' h.- villatj .. i. Clo-ooa ... B .. iti.h Colu.bi ... 

3. co.pare the .. tv-oloqi ... of Engli.h .~.u.n and 'U8~u •. 
4. Unle •• ? .. ~pu ./? .. ~ ie .. l>o"R*ing in lIitiRllht and Moak&h. IIote thet it ..... ju.t 

thi. .tv-on which W&8 l>oJ.TOW8C1 into the IIortham IIllkaahan ItW&l<iutl. '1'he.... ..uen i. ? .. l\abu. 
(WOrda l>oJ.TOW8C1 into k-ak-&l& hll .... voicel ..... tope and .. ff .. ic .. _ .... pl&ced loy voiced one •• 

... g .• t>i4~ fna p.,.r. ViwaC fna S&li.h qiW&8 ... r.) 
5. '1'he .... _y hll .... t>een .. lonqa ... t_ fo .. ,.n in the proto ~. ped>&p8 • ... yuuJcW 

which loy apocope (and the _11 .. tte.tad .hitt /~ to /t)/ ..... ultad in the IIoOtklO bAyu and loy 

the looo. of the fi ... t ayll&t>le g ...... -YU'k- in lIitiRllht. COIIrfjIiLre the 1dentie&l c .... in ......n.y 
SAliah; 

ti. Hi in Moak&h and ?ut>?ii in IIoOtklO .. te tIoth _ .... 0" leeII equi9lllJ.ent to and. 

7. Thi. _., tie .. ai.:nocoEdinv fo .. caqi' c. 

II. '1'he root fo .. ,"£r'1I in lIitiRllht i. the __ tv-on ... 'hr_ in Moak&h and the 

.uffix i ... laewhe ... -,_no i ..... '.n. JIotice &1ao thAt the JIak&h tara ED .. '''£r', imro¥a8 the 
_ .uffix _tv-on, and the root aight pro_ to t>e the _ _q..oo ... cpk.1IC/cpcCr.. '''r_ in 

Nitinaht and ~8&ht (if /kI • /Jt/). If ao. then the root _tv- fo .. "'r_ and "'£NII in 

N&k&h ne .. tly _tch '''£r'lI and 'hr •• in lIitinaht. 
9. Qbee ...... the .iail&l:ity t>et_n the All>&nian and lIitlnaht counting ayat_ -

_.pecilllly the fo..-tion of the n.-.... l four'lI in tIoth: 

AJl>&ni&n: 

Nitinaht: 

Manninger, p. 69. 

10 

10 

1'20 

20 
3'10 

3'10 

5'10 

50 

6'10 

6'10 

10. JIot ... howe"" ... thAt dec~ ayat_ do ...-tu.. Vi- _y to vi..,..~ 

qradationa. Th .. Old I .. iah dec~ counting h&8 _n cx.plet .. ly ... pl&ced loy the vi..,..~ in 

_ern I .. iah. Beginning in the .. 1 .. v .. nth century the r ... nch decu..l aya~ ACqUired ...

viqea~ grAd .. tiona under JIo~ influence. In Sicily eqqa. fruit. and peopl .. ~ &11 

c&1culAted loy _nti ... - atJ&in due to th .. HOrman •. Nenninqa .. p. 64 ff. 

11. In f&Ct. &eeoEding to'l'hcalpolon and It. Dill .. 1tin6<s .. they .... _1 .. _t clo ... ly the 

n.-.. &1. in the l&nQuatje of the TtI...,.&n B .. anch of Sali.h. (p.c.) 

1.2. In Hootka Tezota. page 325 .. thia auffix ia glo •• ad ... 0&.0"" u",Ch ••• / 'n C.h. 8C1111e 

group ,,"" •••• 

llow to Act like a White Man in Lillooet 

Jan P. van Eijk 

University of Victoria 

O. Introduction. Lillooet has four morphological devices which broadly express 'to act 
like (the referent of the stem), to pretend to be (the referent of the stem)'. These de
vi~es ~re discussed in sections 1-4. All four operations are verbalizing, i.e_, they 
mamtam the morphological status of verbal stems while they verbalize llOIIIinal stems. 
(For a discussion of verbal and nominal stems in Salish see Hess and Van Eijk 1985). In 
section 5 I give a summing up of sections 1-4. 

1. Total reduplication. Total reduplication (i.e., the repetition of the first two con
sonants of the root) operates on two Lillooet words to express 'to act like a X, to do 
something the X way'. These two cases are: ?6xwalmixw 'Indian' (also 'person, human be-
ing') ?~xw-?6xwalmixw 'to act like an Indian, to do it the Indian way'; sama? 
'white person' sam-sarna? 'to act like a white person, to do something the white 
man's way'. (Normally, total reduplication expresses plurality/collectivity in nouns, 
and repetition/intensity in verbs, e.g., s-Jliik'wa? 'friend, relative' ..... s-nak'w-niik'wa? 
'friends, relatives', tupun' 'to punch so.' ..... tap-tUpun' 'to beat so. up'. In some 
cases, total reduplication has completely lexicalized, e.g., kaxkax 'elder sister', 
~5l~.)1 'strong'.) 

2. The combination -af-am_ The combination oaf-am, which consists of -af 'playing
ly, for fun' and the intransitivizer -am, expresses 'to pretend to be X, to act as if 
one is X'. I recorded the following cases: ?uxwalmixw-az'-am 'to pretend to be an In
dian' (also used as a joking reference to East Indians); sam?-af-am 'to pretend to be a 
white person'; kwukwp.>y 'chief' -. kwukwpy-az'-am 'to pretend to be a chief'; 
s-k"'UJ(wn(it 'child' -- \('wuJ('wa(it-af-am 'to pretend to be a child, to copy a child's ac
tions' (note the deletion of the nominalizer s- in the verbalized form); laqsati 'pet, 
favorite child' -. laqsati-af-am 'to pretend to be the pet, to refuse to do anything, 
to demand attention or service'; ?iham 'sick, ill' -+ ?lIhm-af-am 'to pretend to be 
sick'. Forms with oaf-am have a decidedly more negative tinge than the forms with to
tal reduplication discussed under 1. However, an observer may be amused, rather than an
noyed, by a person who is oaf-am. 

3. The combination os-cut. The combination os-cut consists of the transitivizer -s 
and the reflexive suffix -cut 'oneself'. The transltlvlZer -s has three functions, 
depending on the semantic nature of the preceding stem: (1) causativizer, as in q~ 
'to eet hit' ..... qamt-s 'to hit so.'; (2) forming transitive verba declarandi, as in 
qwalut 'to speak, hold a speech' -+ "walut-s 'to speak to so., to admonish, rebuke 
so.'; (3) forming transitive verba sentiendi, as in xzum 'big' ~ xzum-s 'to res
PL'Ct so.' In os-cut we have -s in function (3). The combination -s-cUt expresses 
'to pretend to be X, to act as if one is X'. Semantically, os-cut largely overlaps 
with -af-am, although it is possible that os-cut refers to slightly more reproachable 
behaviour. C.ases with -s-cut are: sama?-s-cut 'to pretend to be a white person'; 
kwukwp<>y-s-cut 'to pretend to be a chief, to be bossy'; k'wuk"-nlit-s-cut 'to act like a 
child'; l~qsa~-[s)-cut 'to want to be petted, to think one is the pet more than oth
ers' (with regular dropping of -5 between i and c); xa? 'high' -+ xa?-s-cut 'to 
brag'; ~51~.)1 'strong' -+ ).)l~.)l-s-cut 'to want to be tough'. 

4. The comhination -an-cut. This combination consists of the transitivizer -an and 
the reflexive suffix -cut. The transitivizer -an is only one of several transitivi
ZL'rS of the type -Vn or -vII' (V: vowel). TI,ese n-transitivizers have two functions: 
(1) callsativi:er, as in XzUlll 'big' ..... llzfim-un 'to make it big(ger)'; (2) forming 
transitive verha dL'Clarandi, as in w,)?iiw 'to shout' -+ w,,?aw-<>n 'to shout at so.' 
(The difference hetween -5 and n-transitivizers with regard to function (1) hinges on 
the not ion of control: we have -5 where the performer of the action is not entirely in 



-
'+ ) 

control of the outcome of the action, and we have -n where the performer is in control.) 
In -an-cut we have -an in function (1). This comhi~~tion expresses various notions 
which center around the idea of 'acting like X, wanting to be like X'. Formally, this 
combination is somewhat odd in that comprises the only cases of unstresseJ -cut (in 
all other cases, the reflexive suffix -cut is stressed, as in tiitf"url 'to undress so.' 
- iuc(wurl-cUt 'to undress oneself'; niik .... ?an 'to help so.' -- nuJtw?an-c(it 'to help 
onesel f'; see also -s-cUt in 3). cases with -an-cut are: s-<layxw 'man' -
qayxw-an-cut 'to act like a man, to do something in a man's way' fe.g., a man doing wom
an's work in a c1lB11Sy manner); s-yaqca? 'woman' -+ yaqc?-an-cut 'to do a man's joh, 
but without being good at it' (said about a woman); ~~it-an-cut 'to act like a 
child' (according to my consultants, this word is practically identical in meaning to 
Jtwu~t-s-cut); ~~l~~l-an-cut 'to act tough, to want to be brave (when one is not), to 
force oneself to do something'; qylqil-xn-an-cut 'to suffer from lack of help' (q-ll 
'had', here reduplicated, -xn- 'foot, leg' (used in a number of words referring to 
having trouble); xw~st-an-cut 'to make a big effort' (cf. xwuxwst 'to crave, need 
something' 
There are two cases that do have unstressed -cut, but that semantically belong with 
the cases where stressed -ciit follows an n-transitivizer, i.e., those cases where 
-cUt is I'Irely reflexive (see iuc(wurl-cut, 11Ik'-?-an-cUt above). These two cases are: 
Jtwaz-arl-cut 'to train (k'-az-) oneself', thin-cut 'to show off, brag about oneself' 
(thin 'to admire'). 

5. Slmming up. The four devices for 'acting like, pretending to be' overlap semantical
ly and (in the case of -s-cUt and -an-cut) also formally. The reduplicated cases show 
the least amount of semantic overlapping since they merely indicate 'to act like X, to 
do in an X way', while the other cases refer to behaviour that is objectionable, laugh
able, or perhaps (in the case of xw~st-an-cut) admirable. The finer semantic distinc
tions between the four devices can only be established hya Native speaker of Lillooet. 
Also, it remains to be seen which cases that combine with -at-am and were not found 
with -s-cUt do indeed combine with os-cut, and vice versa. Here follows a chart of 
the various possibilities recorded so far: 
Stem English gloss Reduplication -at-am os-cut -an-cut 
?Uxwalmixw 'Indian' x x 
sfuna? 'white person' x x x 
kwGkwpoy 'chief' x x 
'~h.lm 'sick' x 
1"~Y\ 'pet, favorite child' x x 
s- -Nit 'child' x x x 
xa' 'high' x 
~31~;)1 'strong' x x 
s-qayxw 'man' x 
s-yaqca? 'woman' x 
XW.lst- 'needed, craved' x 
q-11q~1-xn- 'in trouble, suffer' x 
(xw;>st- and q;;»lqil-xn- were not recorded without -an-cut) 
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!!hen Qlief SM!;tle tli ?u .pgkI in 1855 
Vi C taqwhblu) Rlll>1rt 

UOi"nltJ' of _1ngt00 

44 

......... Sl?l __ ~laIcI .. ODI of thl 9iftle! or.ton --.ng thI Lu.hootMld 
PIOPle """" 11-.1 10 thi. Puget -....s _, hi __ ODI of thl !pIAken ....... _mor IlIAC 

st._ __ .uang1ng trlAtlll vith our LuIhootMld tl:ibII 1ocatle! AI:OUIId thl" loland 

_t.I:WAYI. 

SpteChl. 9i"n by our or.ton ArI .~nt and thouqhtfuUJ' appropri.tI to each 
...,., .. ioo. SUd _.t haft cArlfuUJ' thought about ..... t hi ...... ld lay ..... n hi _nt to 
-.tltlo to hi --.ng _ lead.n """" _rI callld to li.tln to _I:1l0l: StIft_. The 

.... rd. he brou<Jht out for thi. qathlri09 in 1855 _n _ple1allJ' .loqulnt .. he ""ponded 

to thI Prl"DeI of...., """",mid l_n """" _rI 9.-1:t1d _rI .t _iltlo. 
Si?d had _ 'pleial 9ift of or.tozy. One of hi •• pirit ~n __ that of 

Thunder. People ~.i09 lp1rit guiclll -I' hi hllpld in lpICial VAyI. IICeordi09 to 
ClArlDel llaqley in hi. article, 'Chi.f Slattle and ....,.1101' CWAlhi09ton Hi.torian 
QUart8rly, oct. 1931), Si?d could hi hIarcI fre. half • aile ~ ..... n hi .poitI. 

The interPrItlr """" 11 •. tInId to hi. _rd. .1: thll I:t.I CArlfully ..- ..... abuluy 
fre. _ l1a1ted Chinoak Jargon to tr....-it Si?d'. philolophy. A 11.teni09 ""itl _, 

Dr. IIIftI:J' A. IIII1th,' ".....s _ blaul:y of SUd', .... rd. and ..- _ YOCabulary that hal 

_n .ttrDoutle! to Sl?d' • ....-.. IIany IIIt1llld writen, not undIntandi09 ..... rd of 
LuIhootllld could 11.tIg to _ languaQI, f_l _ blauty, and Pll:Cli" thI iIoportant 

cootlnt of an Indian or.tor', 'pIICh. _ ArI fortunatl to ha_ "- ZICOrcI~ of two of 

our .lden 9i"i09 UI infor.atioo fre. that Plriod in our hi.tory. 
_ don't Jt..- ...... tlJ' how aoeh lofor.atioo our people had about the pZOCIIdinq. thaI: 

_rI to I:r_pirl .t th1I _ti09 vith _mor StIft_. __ iee of authority had 

called _ people to thll _tinq. People traditionally ralplel: an i_itation to • 

qa_ri09. 

In 1855 people IpokI LuIhootllld and • f_ people u_ .... Chinoak Jargon, the 

trade langua91 of th1I l:I9ion. They ItIwv • f_ Enq11.h .... rd.. ClArlDel llaqley .ta~ 

that SUd didft't .... Chinook Jargon, hi didn't 111<1 it. 
_n _mor StIftDI' interPrIter IpokI to _ .. _1_, hi ..- Chinoak Jargon 

to "'Plain ..... t _mor st_a __ -J'i09 in Bn911Ih. III read thI tI.... of _ tn.ty. 

Therl _1:1 ...., tJOOd -.ndi09 prca1_. I _mor S_ prca1111C1 that _ people ...... ld hi 

tlUCJht how to bui14 hou". 111<1 _ of _ whitl peopl.. They ...... 14 haft IIChoole and 

hoIpitall for their peopl.. They _ld hi 91"n .any 91fl:l that _ld __ ir 11" • 

... i.r. '!.'hIrI __ 91:1At hard.hip, .iclaw •• , i_ .. ion by warri09 tribl. fre. _ north and 
oth.r rI.tl ••• 9I:OUPI' and not all people had _. to protect _ fre. _ vint.r eold. 

IIany of thI l.ad.n _rI weary fre. thlir year.. They _rI 9Ittin9 cllprl.1IICI fre. t_ 

hard.hiPl. 
PI:cIa thI _ri.. of Ruth Shelton' _ can hear • little of ..... t took place .t 

_ilt_. Ruth Shelton .... born in 1855 and died in 1958. Sh. __ ODI of our hi9hly 

respected hi.torian., eon.ulted by _y bleau_ of her reliabl. _ry. .... rll.ted 
info.-tion ""ich had _n pAI.ed on to hel: by her faaily in addition to her obIIrv.tio_ 

on ""it. contact dudn9 her 11f.. IIIr hulband, Chi.f W11li_ Shelton, Val an iIoportant 




