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o. Introduction. This is a survey of the form and function of several Okanagan aspect markers, not an 
exhaustive account of the aspect system of the language. Some morphemes, cognates of which in other 
Interior languages are normally considered aspectual, are not included here because 1 am focusing on 
forms cognates of which are underdescribed. The intent is to make available for study these Okanagan 
forms, and to stimulate comparative and contrastive studies.l 

1. Person markers. Preliminary to my discussion of the aspect morphemes, I list the following person 
referent sets: 

Absotulive Simple Possessive 
Ref. proc + Slem PrerlX-8lem 
Slem + pt sufrlX Slcm-8urrlX 

kn in· 
kW an· 

·s 
kWu ·tt 
p ·mp 
··Ix ·s·1x 

Gcnitive 
Ref. Proc + PrerlX·Slem 
Ref. Proc + Slcm-8uffix 

kWu + Simple Possessive 
k" + " 

+ " 
(kWu + " ") 
p + " 

+ It 

Examples of each of these sets follow: 

ErgaliveZ 

Slem·Object-8ubject 
Ref. Proc + Slcm-8ubject 

-(I)n 
·(I)x" 
·(l)s 
·(l)m 
-(I)p 
·(I)s·alx 

lIn some form or other the contents of this paper will be part of the Okanagan Reference Grammar 
I am preparing. My presentational style is aimed at an audience t.hat is expected to extend beyond trained 
linguists. The primary goal is to provide a detailed and comprehensive account of Okanagan grammatical 
phenomena that is accessible to specialists and non·specialists, with abundant data. I am indebted to the 
members of the Okanagan Language Program at the En'owkin Centre, Penticton, Be. 

Zne chart is to be read as f\lllows: an absolutive form consists of a person referent proclitic plus a 
stem OR a stem plus the plural suffIX; a simple possessive form consists of a possesSive prefix plus a stem, 
OR a stem plus a possessive suffIX; a genitive form consists of a person referent proclitic plus a stem with 
possessive affIX (pre· or suffix); an ergative form consists of a transitive stem plus an object suffix and a 
subject suffix, OR an object proclitic, a transitive stem, and a subject suffIX. The use of the term abso/wive 
follows from the fact that 3rd person intransitive subjects and 3rd person objects are zero; the term genitive 
refers to possessive forms with (a subset ot) absolutive person referents; the term ergative applies to forms 
with transitivizers. 
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Absolutive: 
kanx"uy. 
kan sqaltmix". 
kan ?ayi"t. 
kan q"'cqnam. 
kan cq"'cqan. 

Simple possessive: 
InkiIx 

Genitive: 
k"u anI?iw. 
k"u ani4sL 
k" InXmlnk. 

Ergative: 

'I went.' 
'lam a man.' 
'I am tired.' 
'I put a hat on.' 
'I have a hat on.' 

'my hand •. .' (this is a predication, but not a complete sentence) 

'I am your father.' 
'You like me.' 
'I Iike/want you.' 

wikantsan [wikancan]. 'I saw you.' 
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Membership in a grammatical class is.not determined by the root or stem, but by the defining affixes or 
combinations of affixes, such as the aspectual morphemes, the transitive morphemes, the absolutive person 
markers, the genitive person markers, etc. Furthermore, stems can undergo layers of affixation, with more 
than one change of membership. Finally, the interpretation of each word in a sentence depends on 
syntactic factors. All such matters are discussed in the grammar, but for the moment it will suffice to say 
that, however tentatively, I have found reasons for and I have sought ways to classify stems as verbal or 
nominal according to some morphosyntactic criteria; and that I have similarly sought syntactic clues for 
distinguishing NP's from VP's··a VP can function as an NP in Okanagan as it can in other languages. 

2. Aspect morphemes. In the following chart, where len' represents all the absolutive referents, and i(n)· 
all the genitive referents, I list the combinations of person marker and aspect affix( es) I discuss: 

2.1. Absolutives: 

2.1.1. kn ..• ·If 'completive' 
kn ••• ·m 
Digression on ·m 'middle' 

2.1.2. kn (a)c •... -G 'habitua~ customary' 
kn (a)c-.•• ·m 

2.1.3. kn s-••• ·(mi)x 'perfect' 
2.1.4. kn sac-..• ·(ml)x 'imperfective' 
2.1.5. kn ks· ..• ·(mlx)a?x 'inceptive' 
2.1.6. kn ksc-••• ·If 'past perfect' 

'len is realized as lean. I have yet to decide what spelling to adopt in what circumstances. 

2 



Digression on /d- 'have' 

2.2. Genitives: 

2.2.1. i-s-. ..-It 
i-s-... -m 

2.2.2. l-sc-... -0 
l-sc-... -m 

2.2.3. i-ks-... -~ 
i-ks-... -m 

2.2.4. i-k-sc-... -0 
i-k-sc-... -m 

2.2.5. i-k-c-... -0 
l~k-c-... -m 

2.3. Transitives: 

2.3.1. The forms: 
0-... -nt 
0-... -st 
0-.. At 
0-... -x(i)t 
0-..• -tUlt 

'completive' 

'perfective' 

'future' 

'future perfect' 

'future imperative' 

2.3.2. (a)c-... -st 'customary transitive' 
Digression on -nt VB. -st 

2.3.3. . Abnormal cases 
2.3.4. Questions regarding the allomorphy of ac-

3. Comparative and historical notes (section not included) 

2.1. Absolutives. Intransitive forms with absolutive reference set. 
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2.1.1. kn ... -0 'completive'. The simplest intransitive predicate is a stem inflected for person with the 
absolutive person reference set, and nothing else inflectional. The following examples, all intransitive 
stems, are arranged in order of approximate increasing compositional (derivational) complexity: 

4For a discussion of the allomorphy of this morpheme, see the section Digression on /d- 'have'. 
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1. XJap mi kn xWuy. 2. 
tomorrow fut' I go 
I'm leaving tomorrow. 

3. k'a?kin ki? kW mut? 4. 
where that you sit 
Where are you staying? 

5. swit i1 c+kxan? 6. 
who the come_along 
Who came along? 

7. n'in'wi?s cuntx" 
if_an_when you_tell_her 
Tell her I called. 

ik'lI? kn qWalq"ilt. 
there I talk 

8. ni\'lp i? ?asil scalkstAsq' at ki1 
always the on two Friday that 
We always get paid every second Friday. 

9. kn k'aw i? tk""urrtn-s 
I gone the on birth-his 
I was gone for Christmas. 

sisikri. 
Christ 

k'a?kin ki? kW ill?? 
where that you be_there 
Where are you staying? 

I?' swit ki? 
the in who that 
Who did he come with? 

way kan xik'+ak'. 
yes I wrong 
I am wrong. 

kWu iaq' +"q'. 
we get.Jlaid 

c+kxan.8 

clsI9+go_along 

Examples 10-14 are compounds, and 15-17 are complex forms (stems with lexical affixes): 

10. i? sisp'alk' ki1 
the at seven that 
She went to bed at seven o'clock. 

?aws-+q' + iJx. 
go_to_bed 
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11. ntax"x"qin kn k'aws_?iin.10 12. way kn k'aws-tiwcn k'i sntumlstn. 
noon I go-eat yes I go-get ..JI'oceries to store 
Noon I go eat lunch. I went grocery shopping at the store. 

'The glottal stop is lost in casual speech. See below for a mention of the allomorph Iea(l). 

'fuJ = 'future.' 

'The sequence il I is realized as i I in casual speech. 
81 use the symbol + to indicate a stem-internal morpheme boundary, that is, a boundary that is not 

relevant for the purposes of the current discussion. 
'cisl = cislocative. 

IOJ don't know what the difference between k'aws and laws, as in an k';,ws-?Hn and len laws-lim is. 
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13. t1a?kin mi k" ta?x"-sqlaiw'. 
from where fut you obtain-money 
Whe;e will you find the money? . 

14. kW salx"a?-spu?us. 
you big-heart 

16. 

You have a big heart, you are generous. 

tall? anwi k" iasis+lkst. 
very you you good_hands 
You are very good with your hands. 

15. k" salx"?-llx".11 
you big-house 
You have a big house. 

17. k'"1T+i?st fapnA? 
very you work_hard now 
You are working hard today. 

siIiIfalt. 
day 
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In these examples each action / state I event is viewed as a complete one. Absolute time reference is 
irrelevant. I call these unmarked forms 'completive.' 

These examples are also morphologically simple forms consisting of a bare stem. There are cases 
where -m (traditionally called 'middle') is suffIXed to the stem.IZ Some of these are unequivocal, while 
others are a matter of debate amongst native speakers (some examples will be given below). The apparent 
function of -m is to signal an object. 

18. kan q"acqn-am. 
I hat-m 
I put my hat on. 

Compare this with: 

19. kan qWacqan. 
I hat 
I am a hat (an acceptable, grammatical utterance). 

and with: 

liThe loss of a in s;Hx"?ihw (aitd its retention in salx"'a?spu?w) correlates with its distance from the 
(following) stressed vowel. 

12_m does not compromise any of the statements that relate to aspect. I bring it up here to contnbute 
Okanagan data to the ongoing discussion on Salish grammar(s). 
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21. kiln cq"aicqan. 22. kan 1asmlst-am. 
I hah-hatJ3 I shirt-m 
I have a hat on. I put a shirt on. 

23. kan lasmlst. 24. kan c-Iasmist. 
I shirt I hah-shirt 
I am a shirt. I have a shirt on.14 

25. kan lakIi-m. 26. kan plkst-am. 
I lock-m. I put_on..JIoves-m. 
I locked it. I put my gloves on. 

The set of lexical items that when inflected for person translates with the equivaJent of a predicate nominal 
or adjectival (with no copula) has to be sorted into a subset that does not allow -m and one that does. 

13hab- - 'habitual.' 

14Here I discuss -m with additional data. First of all, no amount of pressure should force a speaker 
to come up with equivaJents for 'I put my shirt on him' using IasmlsI as the verb stem. Speakers wID revert 
to something Uke 

. Iar -It-in in-Iasmlst. 
fit-It-I my-shirt 
I put my shirt on him. 

where the -It fulfills the function of allowing for three participants (I, him, my shirt) with co-referentiality 
markings. 

A simple transitivization of IasmIst allows sentences like 
Iasmlst-an 
shirt(-nt)-I 
I put a shirt on him. 

where one should not try to analyze the form as containing -II 'causative.' Compare, for that purpose, 
q"acqan (q"acqan-nt-n) 'I put a hat on him.' and qWacqlllllXW 'you put a hat on him.' 

Finally, Okanagan has a transitivizer -tUfl (with allomorphs ""t, -ntdff, -ItUftwith unclear distnbution), 
further exemplified in 165, 176, 179, 194, that allows two unmarked (by I or other prepositions) arguntents 
to follow: 

Iar-t6It-an pit in-Iasmlst 
fit-t6lt-I Pete my-shirt 
I put my shirt on Pete. 

I don't know if 1asm&1 and q"acqan are kept from ditransitive affixation by a basic or inherent membership 
in a given grammatical class, but that seems plausible. A complete list of the grammatical range of a 
number of stems of the language will allow me to make some proposals. 
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Some intransitives do not allow affixation of -m and nothing else, but otherwise take -m before transitive 
morphemes. Otherwise stated -m prepares stems for transitivization:15 

unte thematic requirements of every stem in the language need to be mapped out to match 
phenomena such as the following: 

27. kan s+tax+min. 
I comb 
I am Comb. 

29. kan txa-m. 
I comb-m 
I comb my hair. 

31. kan tax-ancut. 
I comb-refl 
I combed my hair. 

this last example in a larger context: 

28. tax-ant-in. 
comb-nt-I 
I combed his/her hair. 

30. kan tax+tx. 
I combed 
I was combed (by somebody). 

32. yayfat tax+tx+tx-alx naxaml inca kan tax+ancut. 
all combed-pI but I I comb-refl 
Somebody else combed all the others' hair, but I combed my own. 

Some intransitive stems that end with -I 'stative' transitivize with -m, others do not, in apparent correlation 
with how unsegmentable speakers perceive the I to be. Examples 33-38 transitivize without -m, and 
examples 39-41 require it: 

33. ha? t'i kW kWar -t? 
Q emph you warm-t 
Are you warm enough? 

35. ha? kW kW_?_af. 
Q you warm-inch 
Are you getting warm? 

37. uc kW 7ilxWt? 
Q you hungry 
Are you hungry? 

39. 'lilxWt-m-:m i? siya? 
hungry-m-nt-I the saskatoons 
I am hungry for saskatoons. 

41. ac-'alxWt-m-st-ln i? sqwfjp. 
cust-hungry-m-st-I the moss 
I am hungry for black moss. 

34. ac-kwaf -st-an. 
cust-warm-st-I 
I used to warm him up (all the time). 

36. kWaf -an. 
warm-nt-I 
I warmed it/him/her up. 

38. !xi? 'lilxWt-st-an. 
that hungry-st-I 
I made him hungry. 

40. 'lilxWt-m-It-s-an as-c+'i+an. 
hungry-m-It-you-I your-food 
I am hungry for your food. 
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*kan citx" om. 

42. kan citxw• 

I house 
I am a house (possibly in a legend). 

44. kn tklmilx". 
I woman 
I am a woman. 

46. kn s+qaltmtx". 
I man 
Iamaman 

43. ac-citx" -am-st-an." 
cust-house-m-st-Il' 
I claim it as (my) house. 

45. tklmllx"-st-an. 
woman-st-I 
I claim her as my mate. 

47. qaltmtx"-am-st-an.18 

man-m-st-I 
I claim him as my man. 
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-m forms accompanied by a I phrase, in each case the logical object of the verb, suggest the interpretation 
of -m as signalling an object, but I have found several cases of optional -m (see 51-53 and 54-56): 

48. tla?kln mi kn ka'lklc-m t lkapi. 
where fut I find-m coffee 
Where can I find some coffee? 

49. kn wik-am t slt'a7cinam si'llkwakw\,ast. 
I see-m t deer morning 
I saw;\ deer this morning. 

50. way kan 'lickn-am p'ukWla? 51. 
yes I play-m ball. 
Yes, I played ball. 

52. kan !t'x"up. 53. 
I won. 
I won. 

kan !t'xwup-am 
I win-m 
I won some money. 

sqlaw'. 
money 

kan !t'x"up t sqlaw'. 
I won t money 
I won some money. 

54. kan 'lilan. 55. kan ?iln t sliq". 
I eat 
I ate. 

I eat t meat 
I ate (some) meat. 

For further exemplification of the workings of -m and similar contexts, see examples 214-228. 
l~e allomorphy of ac- 'customary' (with transitive stems) is discussed in 2.3.2 and 2.3.4. 
l'cusl = customary, but together with -SI. 

18Note the presence and absence of s- in the last two forms. 

8 



241 

56. kan 7iinam siiqw. 
I ate meat. 
I ate (some) meat. 

In any case, the interpretation of the object is always indefinite, and sentence like *lean wikam I pit, *lean 
ka'lkicllm I pit are excluded--the only choices here are wikan piJ 'I saw Pete.' and ka'lkiclln pit 'I found Pete.' 
Even clearer are examples like lean wikwllm I sqlaw' 'I hid some money' along with lean wik"'am ,al isqtaw' 
'I hid some of my money,' and the excluded *lean wik"'m I isqltiw'. The best evidence that -m signals an 
object is afforded by such sets of forms (in the future aspect, q. v. below, where I discuss further the 
workings of -m): 

57. a-ks-7iian ... 
you-fut-eat 
You will eat ..• 

59. lut 
not you-fut-eat 
You will not eat ... 

61. lut kWu a-ks-?Hn-am ... 
not I you-fut-eat-m 

58. a-ks-7iin-am ... 
you-fut-eat-m 
You will eat ... 

60. lut a-ks-7iin-am .. , 
not you-fut-eat-m 
You will not eat ... (often with force 'Don't 
eat it .. .') 

You won't eat me (normal translation is 'don't eat me') 

But *Iut kWu aks?Han. The -m, in other words, is required in the genitive paradigm (forms with genitive 
plus possessive person referents). The third person genitive, identical with the third person absolutive, is 
zero, and consequently the 3rd genitive is indistinguishable from any of the simple possessive forms. 
Hence the vacillation between forms with and without -m, in a studio setting. 

2.1.2. kn (a)c-... ' habitual, customary'. The prefIX c- 'habitual! customary' adds to Okanagan state 
words a notion 'get, become.' With action words it signals progressive or habitual action. With noun stems 
it translates as 'be with, have (on). ac- occurs with verbs of motion that are not cislocative (without c­
'cis locative' --for discussion of the allomorph see 2.3.4): 

State words:19 

19In addition to the examples given here, note the following unexpected judgments. Alongside the 
accepted 

kan c-k' ast -am 
I hab-bad-m 
I used to misbehave 

is the rejected: 
*kan c-xast-am 
I hab-good-m 
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62. uc kW 'liIxWt? (compl) 
Q you hungry 
Are you hungry? 

64. ha kW nll'.'Yam·cn? (compl) 
Q you thirsty 
Are you thirsty? 

63. uc kW c ..... lixWt? (cust) 
Q you hah-hungry 
Do you get hungry? 

65. ha kW c-nll'.'Yam·cn? (eust) 
Q you hab-thirsty 
Do you get thirsty? 

66. kan c!ayiWt kan Ia? 
I hab-tired I when 

c-ma?ya-m. (eust) 
hah-story-m 

I get tired when I tell stories. 

Compare lean 'lriyf"'1 'I am ! was tired.' 

Action words: 

67. i? sk'ai?a? ki? kn nYawyawmi'lst. (compl) 

68. 

the on weekend that I relax 
I relaxed on the weekend. 

i? sk'i7a? ki? 
the on weekend that 
Weekends 1 relax. 

kn c-nYawyawmi?st. (cust) 
I hah-relax 

69. i? sankwakW?ac 
the in evening 

kWu yafyaxa? 
we watch 

i? 
the 

snyafyaxa?tn. (compI) 
TV 

In the evening we watched television. 

70. i? sankWakW?ac kWu c-yafyaxa? 
the in evening we hab-watch 
In the evening we watch television. 

i? 
the 

snyafyaxa?tn.20 (cust) 
TV 
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Note also kan cp'afti 'I got bored.' where there is no final -t or om. Ok tot} is not aspectual in the same 
way that the affixes I am describing here are. For one thing, it often remains attached to the stem with 
further (outer) verbal affIXes. For another, there are no regularly contrasting forms with and without -t 
(fast but *Xas). 

2OConsider the function of -m in 
k'"u yafyaxa?-m i? k'al sanya\'y8fia?tan. 
We watched a movie-m the at theatre. 

contrasted with its absenCe in 69-70. Note that sanyal'ytiffa?lan is generically 'theater' and 'television.' i? 
I cirxw i'l sanyal'ytiffa?1n is specifically 'television,' lit. 'theatre in the house.' 
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72. 

73. 

kan cka?k?us-m21 i? i-sn){Wufmn. (cust) 
at my-office I hab-work_hard-m the 

I work hard at the office. 

i? skYaciws ki? 
the on Sunday that 
They paid on Sunday. 

xaq' -m-alx. (compl) 
pay-m-pl 

74. ni\"ip i? s?asil skYaciws ka22 c-xaq'-m-lx. (cust) 
hab-pay-pl 

75. 

76. 

always the on two week that 
They pay every second week. 

i? skixwiws ki kan 
the on Monday that I 

k'aw+s-m'am'aya?-m. (compl) 
go _ to-school-m 

On Monday I went to school. 

i? t1 skixwiws ul k'i scalkstasq'at ki 
the from Monday and to Friday that 
From Monday to Friday I go to school. 

kn c-m'am'aya?-m.23 (cust) 
I hah-school-m 

With noun stems: 

77. 

79. 

kan c-Iasmist. 
I bab-shirt 
I have a shirt on. 

kan c-pikst24 

I hah-glove 
I have gloves on 

78. kan c-qWacqan. 
I hab-hat 
I have a hat on. 
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21Th is is another case where the -m seems optional. The following have been judged synonymous: 
ta?li? kW ka?k?us ki? ){Waf-nu-nt-xw• 

ta?li? kW ka?k?usam ki? ){Waf -nu-ntxw• 

very you work_hard that do-manage-nt-you 
You worked very hard to do that. 

22ka('l) is a variant of ki'l before the habitual prefix co. 
~is is another case where the -m seems optional. 
24Noteworthy the absence of so. spikst 'glove,' kiln pikstiJm 'I put gloves on.' One can argue that the 

s is lost as a morphophonological choice of the language (c- + s = c-) better that one can argue that 
because cpikst is a verb (by virtue of its habitual aspect prefIX) the noun-forming s- withdraws. See kiln 
kspikst 'I have gloves' and kiln kfqWdcqm'I have a hat.' Both forms are verbs by definition because of the 
person referent set they take, yet spikst does not lose its initial s, but it is rather kf- that loses the I before 
the s. 

11 
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Note that this function of Ok (unlike the Th cognate, for example) c- is restricted to (a) certain 
subclass(es) of nouns. Thus -kiln c-cilxw is uninterpretable, and not *1 have a house. 

2.1.3. kn s-... -(mi)x 'perfect'. This works something like the English perfect with present relevance. It 
has two allomorphs, the longer of which attaches to weak stems, and is itself stressed. 

so. a-s+\"ac';x:' ?axw kW s-JCWuf-x 
your-appearance again you perf-do-perf 
It looks like you've done something wrong again. 

81. kan s-cut-x. 
I perf-say-perf 
I have said it. 

83. s-wi?+s+qWalqwilt_x. 
perf-finish_ talk-perf 
He has finished talking. 

85. xkinam pit? s-piX-ax. 
where Pete perf-hunt-perf 
Where is Pete? He has gone hunting. 

82. 

84. 

86. 

k'ast. 
bad 

iii?, way s-?ifn-x. 
there already perf-eat-perf 
Leave him alone, he has eaten. 

s-wi? +cin-x. 
perf-finish_eat-perf 
He has finished eating. 

k'al sama? 
perf-work-perf to WhiteJlerson 
He has gone working at the white man's. 

All stems in examples 80-86 are stressed. The next set exemplifies weak stems: 

87. s-tarq-mix. 
perf-dance-perf 
He has been dancing. 

89. kan s-k'awp-mix 

91. 

I perf-quiet-perf 
I have stopped talking. 

kan s-lt'a1-mix 
I perf-look-perf 
I am fetching some thread. 

st'apqas. 
thread 

88. 

90. 

92. kan sap' -mJx2' i1 pumin, mi 
I (perf-)hit-perf the drum fut 
I am hitting the drum, then I will sing. 

pit s-lt'a1-mix t kHq'aYmin-tat. 
Pete perf-fetch-perf t paper_to_be-us 
Pete has gone to get more paper for us. 

kan s-lt'a?ll;'a1-mix 
I perf-look_for 
I am looking for thread. 

sic27 

new 
kan kWnim. 
I sing 

st'apqas. 
thread 

25The interpretation of s-JCWU/' -x in SO. and in 86. follows from the accompanying adjuncts. 
26S + S =S. 

27mi sic has the force 'then, subsequently.' 
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2.1.4. kn sac-..• -(mipr-s 'imperfective'. 

93. way 001 
yes that 
He's going. 

sac-xWuy-x. 
impf-go-impf 

95. i-sk""uy sac-k""fcncut-x i'l 
my-m's_mother impf-cook-impf the 
My mother is cooking in her kitchen. 

96. xWaxw sac-anpaipaxcanscut-x. 
again impf-talk_smart-impf 
He's talking like he's smart again. 

94. lu(t) i ala1, sac-k"'uf-x. 
not emph here impf-work-impf 
She is not here, she's workjng. 

sank"'f cancutn-s. 
in kitchen-her 

97. xWaxw sac-k'lpaXpaxancut-x. 
again impf-outsmart-impf 
He's trying to outsmart him again. 

98. way kan xWy-i1s naxaml lut, kan sac-k"'uf-x. 
yes I go-want but no I impf-work-impf 
1 would like to go with you but I'm working. 

99. c-ankwa1ncinam i? waswfisxa? am sac-xal +sq'lt-x. 
hab-sing the robin because impf-call_for_rain-impf 
A robin sings calling for rain. 

100. i-ks-k'awsy'i"ayUxa?-m i? sac-p'ukwla1-x.29 

my-fut-go_watch-m the impf-ball-impf 
I am going to watch them play ball. 

101. sac-c'aq'mi-xa-rro ixi? i1 
impf-throw-impf that the 
He is practicing throwing the ball. 

Examples with weak stems: 

102. sac-tar' q-mix. 
impf-dance-impf 
He's dancing. 

28sac_ has a schwa that cannot be accounted for in phonotactic terms. 
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~is is a typical example of a NP that consists of a determiner and a VP. One way to translate such 
constructions is 'those who ... .' 

»rbis form deserves special mention. Along with the equivalent sac-c' aq +mfn-a?x it shows that the 
stem is c' aqmfn, and that -a?x and -xa?x are variants of -x in this environments. See the parallel variants 
-x, -a?x 'intransitive imperative singular.' 

13 

103. stim' a31 c-)('a1)('a7-st-is? sac-lt'a1)('a1-mix 

104. 

what the cust-Iook_for-st-he impf-Iook_for-impf 
What's he looking for? He's looking for some coffee. 

sac-lt'a1-mix i1 
impf-fetch-impf the 
He's getting some coffee. 

Ikapl. 
coffee 

Ikapi. 
coffee 
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2.1.5. kn ks-_ .. -(mix)a1x 'inceptive'. This combination is the inceptive aspect. Because I have called w-... 
forms 'future,' I retain the label 'future' for the prefllcal part of the circumfix, and call 'inceptive' the 
suffixal-(mir)a'lx. In casual speech the k is occasionally lost, but a careful repetition regularly restores it. 
The first three examples are of strong stems, the next three weak. 

105. tan ks-k'awstiw'cn-a1x k'1 santumistn. 

106. 

I fut-go...setJIoceries-incp to store 
1 am going grocery shopping at the store. 

kWu ks-n1iys-a1x t nc'xwiwltan i'l k'i p'uyxantat. 
we fut-buy-incp t gas the to our_car 
We are going to buy some gas for our car. 

107. kWu k-lal+xWuy-a~2 mi kWu pulx, am i1ap kWu ks-kwa\'ct-a1x. 
we fut-again...so-incp fut we sleep because tomorrow we fut-early-incp 
We are going back home to sleep because tomorrow we are getting up early. 

108. kWu ks-lt'a1lt'a1-mixa1x i? k-sipntat i7 t1 tqw\'ayxn i1 
we fut-Iook _for-incp the fut-daughter)nJaw the from Blackfoot the 
II tamxwula1xw-s. 
from land-his 
We are looking for a daughter-in-law from the Blackfoot country. 

109. ks-qwa?qW?al-mixa1x i? saxwk""an'k""in'ma?m 
council 

i? I scalkstasq'at i? k'al 
to fut-meeting-incp the the on Friday the 

silmxwilxw_ 

band_office 
There will be a council meeting on Friday at the band office. 

31a(7) is an allomorph of i'l 'article' before the habitual aspect co, parallel to ki'l, ka('l). Incidentally, 
you can see that i'l is the object of the following V. 

3'Zf- 'back,' taf- 'again:' lam ksxWuya?x 'I am going,' kim kfxwtiya?x'1 am going back.' kan Ics?Hna?x'l am 
going to eat.' lean kfaf?ifna?x 'I am going to eat again.' olean kf?ifna?x. Both IdxWuya?x and kfmwtiya?x 
get translated informally as 'going back home.' 

14 
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110. tali? xW'lit i'l ks-nixw-mixa'lx i? spaqt.33 

very many the fut-dance-incp the in January 
They will be having many Chinook dances in January. 

2.1.6. kn ksc-..• -0 'past perfect'. Two characteristics ofthis construcion deserve mention. The first is that 
len lese- is not parallel to i-lese- because while lese- forms conjugated with the absolutive set are past perfect, 
lese- forms conjugated with the possessive set are future perfecto-one is not a possible substitute for the 
other in a given syntactic environment. The second is that I have never encountered any member of this 
paradigm with -m, and my efforts at producing an acceptable form with -m have failed. lese- forms in 
construction with fa ('I) are of high frequency, and this suggests an alternative to the analysis of lese- that 
I discuss after I give some examples: 

111. k:m ksc-wik t spytHa? 
I pperf-see t monster. 
I have seen a monster. 

113. inca k:m la'l ksc-wik t spMa'l. 
I I that pperf-see t monster 
I'm the one that has seen a monster. 

114. way kan ksc-J(Win'. 
yes I pperf-try 
I have tried it already. 

116. axa'l mnimHt kWu la'l ksc-q'ay'. 
this we we that pperf-write 
We are the ones that wrote it. 

112. axa? atwan la1 ksc-kwin. 
this Tony that pperf-take 
Tony is the one that bought it. 

115. way k:m ksc-cut. 
yes I pperf-say 
I have already said it. 

117. ixi? sank'lip la1 ksc-J(Wur, ixl? q .... c'i?-s sank'lip. 
that Coyote that pperf-do that pit_house-his Coyote 
That's Coyote's work, that's Coyote's pit house. 

Okanagan has a prefix kf· 'have', and it may be possible to analyze lese- as containing it. 

kf- 'have' has allomorph k- before stems that begin with s, and kf- forms are conjugated with the absolutive 
person referent set: 

118. kan kI-qWacqan. 119. kan k-sqWasqWsi? 
I have-hat I have-child 
I have a hat. I have a child. 

33What is the correct analysis of the first i? in this sentence? 
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This prefix should not be confused with kf- 'to be.' kf· forms are conjugated with the possessive reference 
set, as follows (note the nasalless allomorph t- of in·; similarly a(n)-, further mentioned in 2.2 and 2.2.3): 

120. i-kl-q"acqan ... 
my-fut-hat 
my hat-to-be ... 

121. i-k-sq"asq"sl? •.. 
my-fut-child 
my child-to-be ... 

Ies- 'future,' in turn, should not be confused with kf- 'to be: in spite of their semantic equivalence. While 
kf- 'to be' loses its f before stems that begin with s (see 119, and iksq:lltmlx" 'my husband·to-be: etc.) and 
f(i-k-ftim':ln'my spoon-to-be: i-k-fkfkxa'l'my older sister-to-be,' etc.), Ies- 'future'loses its s before another 
s, but not before a f: kW i-k-siwm 'I am going to ask you,' k" i·les-iwfn:lm 'I am going to leave you.' All 
forms that belong to the paradimg kiln lese-, nevertheless, could be interpreted as consisting of k(f)- 'have' 
plus se- because alongside such forms as inqwtieq;m 'my hat,' and isq"sq"sf'l 'my child: are: 

122. inca kan 
I I 
It's my hat. 

ia? kI-qwacqan 
that have-hat 

123. inca kan 
I I 
It's my son. 

la? k-sq"asq"si? 
that have-child 

and these seem parallel to 112, 113, 116, and 117, as well as to 

124. &Xa? atwan la? ksc_xWuy.34 
this Tony that ksc-go 
These are Tony's ways. 

125. &Xa? atwan la? ksc-q'ay. 
this Tony that ksc-write 
It was Tony that wrote it. 

2.2. Genitives. These forms consist of a possessive word plus a genitive person referent. With stems that 
are basically nominal, the affIXation of the possessive occurs without intervening (nominalizing) affIX: 

126. k" in-tk"ils. 
you my-company 
You are my company. 

128. way kW in-tJ(WacJ(Wactan. 
yes you my-strength 
You are my strength. 

Here, too, belong such forms as 

129. k" in-xast. 
you my-good 
I like you. 

127. 

130. 

k" in-It'aHan. 
you my-death 
You are my death. 

kW in-k'ast. 
you my-bad 
I don't like you. 

34lescx"uy with the meaning 'way of doing' is idiomatic, but normal. 
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131. kWu an·xmlnk. 
your·want 

You like me. 
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The allomorphy of i(n)· and a(n)· entails the loss of the nasal before stems that begin with I and s (as well 
as before ks· 'future: and kI· 'to be;' see 2.2.3): 

132. kWu a·sk""uy. 
I your·m's_mother 
I am your mother 

134. kWu a·iklkxa? 
I your·older _sister 
I am your older sister. 

133. kW i·s+ank""+l+xwupt. 
you my·co_weakness 
You are my weakness. 

2.2.1. i·s·... 'completive'. Verbs in the completive aspect are interpreted as tense·independent events 
viewed as complete: 

135. way ixl? s·XWuy·s. 
yes that compl·go·his 
He is going to go now. 

137. huy a·s·k'aipa?X? 
OK your·compl·think 
What do you think? 

139. huma? i·s·?Hn·am. 
now my·compl·eat·m 
Give it here, I'll eat it. 

136. way ixl? i·s·kwnl·m. 
yes that my·compl·take·m 
I am going to take that. 

138. way ixl'l i·s·'1ltan. 
yes that my·compl·eat 
I am going to eat. 

The last two example show the same verb stem with and without ·m. I will continue the discussion of the 
function of ·m in 2.2.3, but I show here the connection of ·m with an object. ·m is obligatory with forms 
that have both a genitive and a possessive person marker: 

140. s+cut+x+alx lut ( wik·ant·s.alx, naxamt way kW i·s·wik-am 
my·compl·see·m say -pI not emph see·nt-2sg·pl but yes you 

They said they didn't see you, but I saw you. 

2.2.2. i·sc· ... ·perfective'. The difference between completive and perfective forms is clearest in pairs like 
the following: 

141. tall'l in·xast i-s-'litx. (compl.) 
very my·good my·compl·sleep 
I like very much to sleep. 

142. tall'l in·xast i·sc-'1tx. (perf.) 
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very my·good my· perf-sleep 
I slept very well. 

143. taU? in-nst i-s-qi?s. (compl.) 144. taU? in-xast i·sc-qi?s. (perf.) 

145. 

146. 

very my-good my·compI·dream 
I like very much to dream. 

very my·good my·perf-dream 
I like very much what I dreamt. 

i'l i-s-qi'ls kWu naq""m·tt-s+ alx in.kawap, naiamt lut 
the in my-compl·dream me steal-it·they my-horse but not 
kan (a kt·kwap. (compl) 
I emph have·horse 
In my dream they stole my horse, but I do not have a horse. 

i? i-sc-qi'ls kWu naq'"'m·U·s+alx in·kawap, la-ilap 
the in my·perf-dream me steal·it-they my-horse back-moming 
(i k'aw·. (perf) 
emph gone 
While I was dreaming they stole my horse, come morning it was gone. 
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147. way xW'lit i·s-xaq'. (compl) 148. lut ( put i-sc-nq'. (perf) 
yes much my·compl·pay not emph enough 
I pay a lot. I didn't pay enough. 

Note the following example with two referents and, obligatorily, ·m: 

149. way (i cu-nt·s·an ta spisc'ift way kW 

yes emph tell·nt-you-I t yesterday yes you 
I told you, I saw you yesterday. 

i-sc·wik-am. 
my·perf-see-m 

my·perf-pay 

2.2.3. i-ks-... 'future'. These forms should not be confused with the inceptive forms discussed in 2.1.5. 
These latter are conjugated with the absolutive reference set (/en), the genitive future forms are conjugated 
with the possessives and genitive sets. Note the allomorphs i- 'lsg,' and a· '2sg.' Genitive future forms 
afford additional evidence that supports the analysis of ·m as signaling an object: the -m is obligatory when 
both a possessive and a genitive referent are expressed. Here is an example of a future form with 
possessive referent: 

150. way kan c·musals I 
yes I hope that 
I hope I will win. 

i·ks·ll'xwup. 
I·fut·win 

and five in the negative with the force of a request. Note the allomorph k- before stems that begin with 
s: 

151. lut a·ks·xWuy. 152. lut a-k-siw-m 
not your-fut-go not your-fut·ask-m 
Don't go. Don't ask. 
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153. lut a-ks-1H:m. 154. lut kWu a-k-siw-m. 
not your-fut-eat not your-fut-ask 
Don't eat. Don't ask me. 

155. lut a-ks-1ifn-am 
not your-fut-eat-m 
Don't eat. 

When another referent is added, a member of the genitive set, the form must take om. ks- is intact before 
f that belongs to the root, but reduces to k- before f(;rl)-'again': 

156. lut kWu a-ks-fwin-am 
not I your-fut-Ieave-m 
Don't leave me. 

See also: 

158. kan ks-~win-a1x ala1 
I fut-Ieave-inc here 

q'ay'min. 
letter 

I'm going to leave a letter here. 

159. kan k-~a-~win-a1x ala? 
I fut-again-Ieave-inc here 
I'm going to leave a letter here again. 

157. 

q'ay'min. 
letter 

lut kWu a-k-f-~win-am 

not I your-fut-again-Ieave-m 
Don't leave me again. 

Note that (II)-m- becomes -j? before -s '3rd possessive,' as shown in the following contrasting pair of 
sentences: 

160. lut a-ks-?Han, u~ ya?xis nixw lut 
not your-fut-eat and that_one also not 
Don't eat, and he won't eat either. 

ks-1Han-s. 
fut-eat-his 

161. lut a-ks-?Han-am, uf ya?xis nixw lut ks-?!t-i?-s. 
not your-fut-eat-it and that_one also not fut-eat-m-his 
Don't eat, and he won't eat either. 

See also ks-wik-j?-s 'he'll see it,' ks-wikw-i?-s 'he will hide it,' etc. 

A set of features of these future forms must be pointed out. As I have said, the -m is required of all 
futures that have a possessive and a genitive referent, and I have proposed that the -m signals an object. 
It might be better to say that the -m signals a transitive stem (with genitive inflection). All transitivizers 
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except -lit can occur before the _m,35 and this suggests that, just as -lit has zero allomorph in the lsg and 
3rd persons of strong verbs, 

//wik-nt-nl/ wikan I saw it 
//wik-nt-xwI/ wikantxW etc. 
//wik-nt-sl/ wiks 
//wik-nt-m// wikantam 
//wik-nt-pl/ wikantap 
//wik-nt-s-lx// wiksalx 

so does the -/II have allomorph zero before -m of these future forms. Consider 

162. in-xmink kW i-ks-wik-H-am 
my-want you my-fut-see-h-m 
I want to see your father. 

an-I?iw. 
your-m's_father 

163. kW i-ks-ankwni-xt-am 
you my-future-sing-xt-m 
What will I sing for you? 

stim'? 
what 

164. lut kWu a-ks-pakWqin-xt-am. 
not I your-fut-shake_head-xt-m 
Don't shake your head at me. 

165. uc an-bnink kW i-ks-k'Wan-stuh-am 
Q your-want you my-fut-show-stuh-m 
Do you want me to show you the ... 

166. lut kWu a-ks-pul-st-am 
not I your-fut-beat-st-m 
Don't beat me up. 

i1 ... 
the 

167. lut kWu a-ks-pul-H-am 
not your-fut-beat-h-m 

i-isisanca? 
my-younger _brother 

Don't beat my brother up. 

168. Jut kWu a-ks-qWalqWiI-st-am 
not your-fut-talk-st-m 
Don't talk to me. 

3SThis may be overstated with respect to -sl. See my discussion of the transitivizers below. 

20 



169. 

170. 

lut a_ks_qWalqWiI_st_am36 i-hisanca? 
not your-fut-talk-st-m my-younger_brother 
Don't talk to my brother. 

i-ks-~ac' oft-am a-sc-k""Uf. 
you my-fut-Iook-ft-m your-perf-do 
I'm going to look at what you've made. 
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A stronger suggestion that -m signals the genitive inflection of a transitive stem is afforded by the first and 
second plural forms of -fit stems: 

171. i-ks-wik-am taras. 
my-fut-see-m Theresa 
I'm going to see Theresa. 

173. ks-wik-nt-ap tanis. 
fut-see-nt-you Theresa 
You're going to see Theresa. 

175. ks-wikW-ant-am i? sqlaw'-tat37 

fut-hide-nt-we the money-our 
We are going to hide our money 

172. ks-wik-nt-am taras. 
fut-see-nt-we Theresa 
We're going to see Theresa. 

174. i-ks-wikw-am i-sqlaw'. 
my-fut-hide-m my-money 
I'm going to hide my money. 

The future paradigm of -fit stems, in other words, is a mixed set with four persons (l5g, 2sg, 3sg, 3pl) 
conjugated with the possessive and genitive referents, and two persons (tpl, 2pl) conjugated with the 
ergative referents. 

2.2.4. i-ksc-... 'future perfect'. These forms are straight forward, and are analyzable as ks- plus sc-. 

176. kWu kanx-tuh38 i-ksc-q'ay'. 
me help-tuH my-fut ..rerf-write 
Help me with what I am going to write. 

~his stem does not allow a construction ·/UI kWu a-ks-qw<1lqWil-il-<1m i-fsLr<1l1ca? which has the outward 
appearance of a grammatical sentence. 

37The forms of the future -Si paradigm retain -Sl, as in ;_ks_qW"lqWil_sl_<1m lanis 'I am going to talk to 
Theresa;' ks-XwUY-SI-S 'he will take it;' ks-la?i:il-sl-s 'he will do it like that;' etc. 

Jasome readers may have already noticed that ki11U:i1 'help' is irregular. The irregularity consists in the 
xii which under certain circumstances is considered part of the stem, in others not. Thus both the following 
forms are grammatical: 

kWu kanxit-ant-xW 
me help-nt-you 
kWu kan-xit-xW 
me help-xit-you 
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177. kan JI'a?ll'?a-m i-ksc-xwlc' +x i? sputa? k' i-sk'uy. 
I search-m my-futyerf-give the on Xmas to my-m's_mother 
I went looking for something to give my mother for Christmas. 

178. OO? i-ksc-kta?qlna? 
this my-fut -"erf-type 
This is what I am going to type. 

179. OO? xa'lia? i? kWu t'k""-tuH-am39 

this sacred the us put_down-tuH-m 
What he gave us to work with is sacred. 

ksc-k""uf-tat.40 

fut-"erf-do-our 

2.2.5. i-kc- 'future imperative'. These forms translate with 'should, would' and contrast with simple future 
forms as in these examples: 

180. ixi? i-kc-k""uf-am. 181. OO? i-ks-k""uf -am. 
this my-fuUmptv-do-m this my-fut-do-m 
This is what I should/could be doing. This is what I will be doing. 

182. ixl? i-kc-wik-am. 183. ixl? i-ks-wlk-am. 
this my-fuUmptv-see-m 
That's the one I want to be able to see. 

this my-fut-see-m 
That's the one I will see. 

184. lut t' in-xast I i-kc-qWalqWilt. 
not emph my-want that my-fuUmptv-talk 
I don't like that I should be talking. 

Negative constructions show the function and force of kc- in the clearest manner: 

185. lut a-kc-c'a?xmln-am i·t sqilxW-tat. 
Indian-OIJty not your-fuUmptv-shame-m the 

Do not be ashamed of our Indianess. 

186. lut a-kc-kak?amn-am asra"faXt kam' 
not your-fuUmptv-ridicule-m your-friends or 
Do not ridicule your friends or relatives. 

a-s+naqs+iIxW. 
your-relatives 

39kwu (k'"'-Iutl-S 'he put down for me,' and kWu (k'"'-Iutl-Jm 'he put down for us.' 
language disambiguates between kWu 'me' and kWu 'us.' 

40Why no article? 
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187. lut a-kc-kYa'l+Hc'a'l. 
not you-fuUmptv-laugh_at 
Do not laugh at anyone. 

188. lut a-kc-naqw.41 189. lut a-kc-maHa'l. 

not your-fuUmptv-steal not your-fuUmptv-lie 
You won't steal. Don't tell lies. 

2.3. Transitives. 1 list five Ok transitivizers, having excluded from consideration -nu(n)-, -mi(n)-, and -:m-, 
all three of which extend stems which may then be transitivized. The transitivizers are: 

0-... -nt 
0-... -st 
0-... -H 
0-... -x(i)t 
0-... -tuft 

A transitive customary form consists of the prefix ac-, a verb stem, the transitive suffIX -st, and the object 

and subject suffixes, for example: 

190. uf i1 )('axax)('xap tal q'sapi'l way ta?li? ac-wik-st-s+alx. 

and the elders from long_ago yes very cust-see-st-they 
The elders long ago saw them a lot. 

191. ixi'l yafyat ac-tumist+m-st-s+alx i'l k'al 
this all cust-sell-st-they the to 
They used to sell everything to the packing house. 

pa:k:mhaws. 
packing_house 

A review of the properties of transitive stems reveals that most Okanagan verbs are transitivized with onto 
So for a typical Ok verb stem we have: 

kan ll'a'lll.''la-m t ... (intransitive with absolutive referents) 
I searched for some ... 
lI.'a'lll.'a?-nt-in ... (transitive) 
ac-)('a'lll.'a?-st-in (transitive customary) 

Some Okanagan verbs are transitivized with -st and not -111. In these verbs -st (without ac-) carries only 
a transitivizing function;42 forms with ac- (and -st) are customary forms. In other verbs -st is the causative 

transitivizer, and together with ac- it is the customary. Here are some verbs that transitivize with -st (and 
not -Ill) and examples of completive and customary forms: 

41/ut akcllliqwiJm 'don't steal from him,' 'don't rob him.' 

421t may be possible to give causative interpretations to these, but 1 am not ready to try. 
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kWuk-st-m 'do something for' 

192. kWu kWuk_st_xw• (compl) 193. kWu c-kwuk-st-s. (cust) 

me do _for-st-you me cust-do_for-st-he 

You did a great deal for me. He always does good things for me. 

wi?-st-fm (waf) 'finish something' 

194. kWu knx-tuH axa?, maf xWas wi?-st-im. (compl) 

me help-tuft this and fast finish-stowe 
Help me with this, we'll be done faster. 

195. ac-wi?-st-is i'1 ksc-((wuf-s mi sic 
cust-finish-st-he the fut..rerf-do-his fut new 
He finishes his work, and then he goes home. 

f-xWuy. (cust) 

back-go 

wdf-sl-iJm (waf) 'quit something altogether' 

196. way-st-an i? sc'lalqWam. (compl) 

finish-st-I the stickgame 
I quit (don't play anymore) stickgame. 

197. fa? c-way-st-an43 i'l sman'xw tali? kan c-anxwacxwacmils. (cust) 

hab-irritable when cust-finish-st-I the tobacco very I 
Whenever I quit smoking I become very irritable. 

198. qWalqWil-st_am i? sumix-s. (compl) 199. kWu c_qWalqWiI_st_s. (cust) 

talk-st-indef the power-his me cust-talk-st-he 

His spirit power talked to him. He always talks to me. 

XWUy-sl-iJm 'take something I someone' (XWuy 'go') 

200. 

201. 

axa'l k'a ixWut mi x"uy-st-an? (compl) 
this to below fut go-st-I 
Should I take it downstairs? 

is? c-x"uy-st-xW 

when cust-go-st-you 
a-sctiwcn, 

your-groceries 

?ip+(((W-H-ixW 

on_the _way-drop-ft-you 

43fa? c- is the resolution of f 'when' + ac- 'cust.' 
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mari i1 sctiwcan-s. (cust) 
Mary the groceries-her 
When you take your groceries, drop off Mary's groceries. 

Other verbs that take -st are: 
purmstam 'finish something, go the distance' 
np'armqstn 'complete to the highest level' 
It awpstim 'finish talking with somebody' 
pulstam 'beat somebody up' 
kWulstam 'send someone' 
xi7xi7stim 'allow someone (to be intimate), 
ta7iilstam 'do like' 
miy·stam 'be sure of something' 

Some verbs transitivize with -nt and -st without apparent difference in meaning: 

202. ha j(wil-ant_xW i1 sHqw. 203. ha Ji;wil-st-xW i1 sHqw. 
Q discard-nt-you the meat Q discard-st-you the meat 
Did you throw the meat away? Did you throw the meat away? 

204. ack'la? mi xil_ant_xw•44 205. ack'la? mi xil-st-xw. 
this_way fut do_like-nt-you this_way fut dO_like-st-you 

This is the way you should do it. This is the way you should do it. 
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A few verbs that transitivize with -III have causative forms in -st, but usually (always?) along with some 
other morphological process, a fact which points to the preference that -Sl 'causative' has for certain kinds 
of stems to attach itself too-stems that are not basically transitive: 

207. ul+l-st-in in-lkalat. 206. ul-nt-in. 
burn-nt-I burned-st-I my-bread 
1 burned it. 1 burn,ed my bread (e.g. while baking it). 

208. mat inca i? ul+p-st-in i1 lkalat, km'a45 anw!. 
maybe the burn·st-I the bread or you 
Maybe 1 burned the bread, or maybe you did. 

209. ll'al+l+nu-nt-xw• 

dead _ manage-nt-you 
You killed him accidentally. 

210. ll'al+ l-st-ixw. 
dead-st-you 
You killed him (on purpose). 

441 don't know what the best analysis of t aeltlti7 is. 
451 don't know the difference between kJm' and km' a but both are possible here. 
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211. ll'al+p+nu-nt-xw. 
stopped _manage-nt-you 
You managed to stop him. 

213. ll'al+p-st-ixw. 
stopped-st-you 
You made him stop. 

212 ll'al+ p-nt-ixw. 
stopped-nt-you 
You stopped him. 
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The norm is that stems that are not basically transitive receive the causative -st. These causatives can then 
receive the customary prefix (a)e- (see 2.3.4. for a discussion of its allomorphy): 

214. fimt. 
mad 
He's mad. 

216. kWu c-~mt-st-s pit. 
me cust-mad-st-he Pete 
Pete always makes me mad. 

217. kWu fimt+m-ant-xw. 
me mad_at-nt-you 
You are mad at me. 

215. kWu fimt-st-s 
me mad-st-he 
Pete made me mad. 

pit. 
Pete 

218. kWu c-fimt+ m-st-xw. 
me cust-mad _at-st-you 
You are always mad at me. 

I should say that in the group of examples just given there is a stem fimt 'be mad,' a stem fimt-st 'make 
mad,' and a stem ?imt+m-m 'be mad at someone,' all based on the same root. -m derives a transitivizable 
stem. Similarly, there is a stem ?ayiWt 'tired' that allows for parallel constructions, ?ayxWt-st 'make tired,' 
7ayxWt·m-1II 'be tired of;' and lIiif 'scared,' /lxil-st 'make scared,' nfil-m-III 'be scared of someone, fear 
someone': 

219. 1ayJi;wt. 
tired 
He's tired. 

221. kWu c-?ayJi;wt-st-s pit. 
me cust-tired-st-he Pete 
Pete always makes me tired. 

222. kWu 1ayJi;wt+m-ant-xw. 
me tired _ of-nt-you 
You are tired of me. 

224. kan mH. 
I scared 
1 am scared. 

220. kWu ?ayJi;wt-st-s 
me tired-st-he 
Pete made me tired. 

pit. 
Pete 

223. kWu c-1ayJi;wt+m-st-xw• 

me cust-tired_of-st-you 
You are always tired of me. 

225. mil-st-an. 
scared-st-I 
I scared him. 

26 



226. ac-anXll-st-an. 
cust-scared-st-I 
I always scare( d) him. 

228. ac-anXl1+m-st-m-an.46 

cust-scared _ of-st-you-I 
I am (always) scared of you. 

A final set of examples will conclude this survey: 

229. kan qiHa+. 
I be_awakened 
I was awakened. 

231. qif-an (l/qH-nt-n/l). 
awaken-I 
I woke him up. 

232. ac-qH-st-an i1 sk"'l\'ap i1 
cust-awaken-st-I the on appearance the 
I usually wake him up at sunup. 

227. nXH+m-ant-s-an. 
scared _ of-nt-you-I 
I'm scared of you. 

230. kan qiHt. 
I awaken 
I woke up. 
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2.3.3. Abnormal cases: mrim-st, c-mrim-st, c-mrim, mrim-nt. There are cases of verb forms that 
are related, but not in the normal paradigmatic way. An added aspect or transitivity marker derives a new 
lexical item--it changes the meaning of the stem not in the expected inflectional variant, but forms a new 
word. This is the case of 

mrim-nt 'marry someone' (unmarked completive transitive) 
c-mrim 'get married with someone' (completive intransitive) 
c-mrim 'be married with someone' (customary intransitive) 
mrim-st 'doctor, cure someone' (unmarked completive transitive) 
ac-mrim-st 'customarily cure, doctor someone' (customary transitive) 

233. mrim-ant 
marry-nt 
Marry that person! 

But ·cmrimant 

234. ta spisc'Ht ka1 c-marim-lx, ik'1i1 kWu xWuy" 
t yesterday that c-marry-pl there we went 
It was yesterday that they got married and we went there. 

46 As these examples show, the 2sg object is -(u)m with -st, and -s with -III. 
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235. skixwiws ka1 c-mrim( -alx). 
the on Monday that c-marry-pl 
They «s)he) got married on Monday. 

Compare this with: 

236. ta sxwa1spintk ka1 c-mrim-alx. 
t many..,Years that c-marry-pl 
They were married many years ago. 

237. xWa?spintk c-mrim-alx. (customary intransitive) 
many..,Years c-mrim-pl 
They were married many years. 

238. ks-c+mrim-a1x-alx i skixwiws. (future completive intransitive) 
fut-marry-incp-pl the on Monday 
They will get married Monday. 

240. is? c-q'ilt ac-marim-st-alx. 
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239. ta spisc'Ht marim+st-alx. 
yesterday medicine-pi 

They took their medicine yesterday. 
when hab-sick cust-medicine-st-pl 
When they are sick they treat themselves. 

241. ac-mrim-st-s i? 
cust-medicine-st-she the 
She doctors her husband. 

sxilwi?s 
husband-her 

A pair of examples based on the stem xa?Xci? 'sacred' shows, again, that the -SI transitivizer and transitive 
customary constructions deserve further study: 

242. c-xa?xa1-st-in. 
c-sacred-st-I 
I hold it sacred (not • I make it sacred.) 

243. tali? c-xa1Xa1-st-is i1 sqlaw. 
very c-sacred-st-he the money 
He holds money sacred. 

2.3.4. Questions regarding the analysis of c- I ac-. There are some cases of phonetic indeterminacy 
(phonetics of which I am not sure) that are equivalent to problems of morphosyntactic analysis. The 
language has sets like the following 

eacxWuy, acxwu~ cxWuy 
he's coming, he's going, he came. 
t'acqicalx, acqicalx, cqicalx. 
he's running this way, he's running, he ran this way. 
t'acxWist, acxWist, cxWist. 
he's walking this way, he's walking, he walked this way. 
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t'3ck'nlm, ack'ram, ck'ram. 
He's swimming this way, he's swimming, he swam this way. 
t'3cSaxWt, acsaxWt, csaiwt. 
he's coming down the hill, he's going down the hill, he came down the hill 
t'3diJ(3m, adill'3m, dill'3m. 
He's climbing up this way, he's climbing up, he climbed up. 
t'3ci3t'lat'pm3ncut, aci3t'lat'pm3ncut, d3t'iat'pmancut. 
He's hopping this way, he is hopping, he hopped this way. 
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My current interpretation is that f-ae- is 'habitual-cis locative;' (a)e- is 'habitual;' c- is 'cislocative.' e­
'cislocative' and (a)e- 'habitual' have different morphophonemic behavior, and cause problems of analysis, 
both for the linguist and for the native speaker. The different behavior of the two prefIXes is manifested 
in such pairs as: 

244. laC?) c-c?ix 3c-?acqa? 245. laC?) c-c?ix t'-3c-'acqa? 
when hab-warm hab-go_out 
When it's warm he goes out. 

246. ac-'acqa? i? sxll'ull'x yayVat spintk i 
hab-go _out the groundhog all year the 
Every year the groundhog comes out in February. 

when hab-warm hab-cisl-go_out 
When it's warm he comes out. 

skniyrm3n. 
in February 

The 'habitual' of e-c7ix regularly has no a or a when it follows la(7).47 c- 'cislocative' coalesces with a 
stem-initial glottal stop yielding C, but not with the regularity I would wish: this is the norm in texts, but 
not always in paradigmatic elications. Forms in the negative show sets like: 

lut 1'3 cxWuy. He didn't come. 
lut t'a cxWuy. He doesn't go. 
lut t'a t'3CXwUy. 'he is not coming.' 

where the a and a (of fa, fa) correlate much as they do with I. The interpretation I favor at this time is 
that ae- is the habitual allomorph for verbs of motion, and the a distinguishes habitual (not cislocative) 
from the cislocative forms: 

c3n?UixW 'he came in' 
aC3n?uhW 'he always goes in' 
t'3c3n?UfxW 'he always come in' 

47Cf. 1 'when' in other environments, i.e. not before forms that begin with the habitual prefIX. Is this 
the best analysis? What about the possibility that this is 1 plus the article a(7)? The intuitions of the 
native speakers on these points are unclear. 
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The customary of transitive forms has parallels to the intransitive habitual, but problems of analysis remain. 
While after kWu we always find c- (see examples 193, 199, 215,216,217,218), and cases like the following 
are clear: 

247. lut t'a siws-3n (lIsiws-nt-nlf). 248. lut t' ac-siw-st-an. 
not emph drink-I not emph cust-drink-st-I 
1 didn't drink it. I never drink it. 

the interpretation of a as the art ide is put in doubt by forms like 

249. way wik-3n i? ac-((Wuf -st-s-31x. t-kaka?l:is. 
yes see-I the cust-do-st-3rd-pl person-three 
I saw the ones that built it. It was three of them. 

250. way wik-3n ac-((Wuf-st-s-31x. ll'iyi? 
yes see-I cust-do-st-3rd-pl canoe 
I saw what they are building. A canoe. 

I will give two examples that show once again the contrast between fa c- and f ac- whatever the best 
interpretation of the facts turns out to be. Based on the root v my are such forms as 

miyst3n 'I am sure of it' 
cmistin 'I know it' (completive) 
cmistin 'I know it' (customary) 

There are no forms -milltlll or ·emilllill (with -/II 'transitive'), so emistill serves as both the customary and 
the completive. The negatives, however, are as follows: 

251. i? tal iscll'xap lut 1'3 c-mi-st-in i? skWilstnam_ (campI) 
the from my_upbringing not emph know-st-! the Sweat 
In the way I was brought up I don't know the ways of the sweathouse. 

252. lut t' ac-mi-st-in i? 
not emph cust-know-st-! the 
I don't know his name. 

skWist-s. (cust) 
name-his 

253. lut t'a cmi-st-in i? skWist-s. (campI) 
not emph know-st-I the name-his 
! didn't Idon't know his name. 

I give finally two examples, also based on the root vmy, that show the workings of the habitual. The 
fo\lowing is grammatical: 
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254. lut t':. cmi+p+nu-n (/Icmi+p+nu-nt-nll). 
not emph manage_to_know-I 
I did not learn. 

with a corresponding customary form 

255. lut t' ac-mi+p+nu-st-an. 
not emph cust-manage_to_know-st-l 
I could never learn it. 

but no *lul (a cmipnun. 
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