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Of the over one hundred lexical suffixes in Halkomelem Salish,
around thirty function as numeral classifiers. This paper discusses the
syntax and semantics of Island Halkomelem numeral classifiers. The
combination of numeral plus classifying lexical suffix yields a form
that can be used aftributively or anaphorically. We outline the
classificatory system, discussing the meaning of each suffix and the
nouns that it classifies. Specific lexical suffixes classify key elements
of Salish culture, including people, fish, waterfowl, plants, houses,
and canoes. However, most inanimate objects are classified on the
basis of their shape. New items get added to the system according to
their shape or function,

1 Introduction’

This paper focuses on lexical suffixes used as numeral classifiers in
Halkomelem, a Central Salish language.? As has been noted for other Salish
languages, Halkomelem uses a sub-set of lexical suffixes as numeral classifiers,
Of the approximately 120 lexical suffixes in this language, around thirty are
used as classifiers. They attach to numerals and quantifiers (*how many’,
‘many’) but not to articles or demonstratives:*

! We would like to Wayne Suttles for sustained advice on the semantics of lexical
suffixes. Thanks also to Alexandra Aikhenvald, Michelle Parent, and Charles Ulrich for
comments and corrections. Remaining errors are our own responsibility. A shorter
version of this paper is published as section 2 of Gerdts and Hinkson (to appear), which
also discusses the historical origins of the Halkomelem classifying suffixes.

2 Halkomelem is spoken in the vicinity of Vancouver, British Columbia, and on
Vancouver Island. Unless otherwise indicated, data come from our field research on the
Island dialect of Halkomelem. We would like to thank the speakers who have helped us
with this project: Wilfred Aleck, Cecelia Alphonse, Leonard Edwards, Hazel Good,
Amold Guerin, Margaret James, Ruby Peter, Dora Sampson, Steve Sampson, Sr., Wilfred
Sampson, and especially Theresa Thorne. Funding for our research has come from Jacobs
Fund, SSHRC, Simon Fraser University, and the University of Victoria.

3 Abbreviations used in this paper are: ASP aspect, AUX auxiliary, BEN benefactive,
CON connective, CS causative, DT determiner, EMPH emphatic, ERG ergative, EVID
evidential, FUT future, LCTR limited control transitive, MID middle, NEG negative, NM



(1) lqeds=omai® Sel

four=long road ,

‘four roads’ '
) k*in=o0qon %8am?

how.many=container box

‘How many boxes are there?’

3 ni?  7aw geX=mat k“Bs loX“tan ni? toyorh-t-ax™
AUX QCN  lot=part DT blanket AUX stick-TR-2SSUB
7% k*8o  ¥x“?amot-s leon sila?

OBL DT bed-3POS DT:2POS  grandparent ;
‘Did you put a lot of blankets on your grandmother's bed?’ i )

There are three dialects of Halkomelem—Island, Downriver, and
Upriver. This topic has been previously addressed in Island Halkomelem by
Leslie (1979), who briefly illustrates six suffixes, and Hukari & Peter (1995),
who give an extensive list of lexical suffixes and illustrate many of them with
numerals. Suitles (in preparation) identifies seventeen suffixes appearing on
numerals in Downriver Halkomelem and gives partial paradigms, and Shaw et
al. investigate a sub-set of Suttles’ suffixes, but give complete paradigms,
commenting on details of phonology. Galloway (1993) identifies twenty suffixes
in Upriver Halkomelem and sets up a useful typology of features. For example,
he asks for each suffix : can it also be used on noun and verbs; can it be used
with kwi:] “how many?’; what numbers can it be used with, and is it optional or
obligatory?

This paper reports on our on-going research on lexical suffixes in
Halkomelem. It is the first systematic look at the topic from the typological
point of view of a classificatory system. Like previous researchers, we collected
examples of the use of numeral classifiers from texts and then elicited paradigms
and sought information about the sort of meanings the classifiers convey. In
addition, we worked backwards from a list of nouns (both native and borrowed)
to see how each fit into the classifier system. Also, we used a catalog of pictures
designed to elicit subtleties in the use of classifiers. We worked with individual
speakers and groups of speakers. What we found is that our consultants had
excellent control of the classifier system. They unhesitatingly knew whether a
classifier should be used or not and if so which one, even for modern objects
that they had never heard referred to in Halkomelem. They were almost always
in agreement about what classifiers could be used for a noun in a particular
context and had a clear sense of the semantic nuances when options were
available. They could easily count out a paradigm with a classifier extending to

nominalizer, OBJ object, OBL oblique, PAS , passive, PL plural, POS possessive, PR
prefix, Q interrogative, SSUB subordinate subject, SUB subject, and TR transitive.



numbers as high as ninety-nine though they alsc commented on the unlikelihood
of a situation arising that would require precisely counted higher numbers of
certain objects. There was, however, some phonological differences between
speakers, manifested in differences in vowel quality, stress, and length, and also
in the glottalization of resonants. We put aside phonological aspects of this
domain for future research.

In this report, we first briefly illustrate the range of functions of lexical
suffixes, situating numeral classification with respect to other uses of the
suffixes. An important point that we feel has been overlooked in previous
studies is that all suffixes that appear on numerals are not in fact classifiers. This
is in part what the typology of Galloway reveals. Once we delineate a class of
true classifiers, we can make much more precise comments about the
morphosytax (section 2) and the semantics (section 3} of numeral classifiers.
The system that emerges from the investigation of the meaning of the suffixes
and the nouns that they classify matches our expectations of classificatory
systems based on cross-linguistic typology.

1.1 Compounding and classifying lexical suffixes

Lexical suffixes are bound forms with the meanings of nouns (Kinkade
1963:352). Today they usually bear little or no resemblance to free-standing
nouns of the same or similar meaning;*

3 3

) =alos ‘eye’ gslom eye
=%on ‘foot, leg’ sXefa “foot’
=eXon ‘arm, wing’ telow ‘arm, wing’
=ewtx¥ ‘building, room’ lelorh ‘house’
=eysl ‘baby, child’ qeq ‘baby’

However, comparative evidence shows that lexical suffixes derive historically
from nouns (Egesdal 1981, Mattina 1987b, Carlson 1990, Kinkade 1998).

* Each suffix appears in a variety of phonological shapes: with and without a full vowel
(correlating with stress), with and without glottal stops or glottalization of resonants, with
and without a connective morpheme between the stem and the suffix. In addition, there
are sometimes truncated forms used in older, frozen contexts. So, for example, the suffix )
meaning ‘mouth, edge, blade’ variously appears as =aya’8, =a’8, =ay§asn, =8an, =6in,
or =6, We will represent the Halkomelem suffix by its simplest form, and we will not
segment the connective elements—Vy, ¥/, and Vw—when representing the Halkomelem
data.

While we have found considerable variation both within the speech of
individuals and across speakers, certain phonological processes generally take place.
Many lexical suffixes of the shape =VCVX trigger vowel reduction or loss in CVC roots.
This is may be stress conditioned although a detailed study is yet to be carried out.
Lexical suffixes of the shape =CVX generally trigger vowel reduction (as opposed to
loss).



Lexical suffixes developed from nominal roots used as the right-hand member
of a compound. The historical picture in Salish is that the second element ina
compound was phonologically shortened and eventually became a bound form.
New, longer, free-standing forms were invented; these often themselves contain
the original form, which is now a lexical suffix.

Gerdts and Hinkson (1996), propose that the functions of lexical
suffixes can be organized according to the following cline: compounding
lexical suffix > classifying lexical suffix. The lexical suffix has the lexical and
semantic properties of a noun when used in compounding functions, but it
becomes acategorial and semantically bleached when used as a classifier. Thus
the suffixes grammaticize from a lexical entity to a grammatical one. We see
these two types of function at work in the use of lexical suffixes today.

The most transparent use of lexical suffixes occurs when they are
suffixed to a noun, verb, or adjective root to derive a noun.’

3) saX*al=ewtx¥ ‘barn’ [grass=building]
toX“a%c=olp ‘yew tree’ [bow=plant]}
tiwoyosl=ewtx™ ‘chuich’ (pray=building)
Titot=olwot ‘pajamas’ (sleep=garment)
pd=enx¥ ‘a white flower” (white=flower)
x*-Roqt=nac ‘cougar’ (PR-long=tail)

This use is still productive and is a common means for creating vocabulary to
accommodate new items.

Lexical suffixes also commonly appear in complex predicates. That is,
they are attached to a verb stem and the resulting compound functions
syntactically as the main predicate of a clause. They can express a theme (6) or
an oblique relation, such as locative or instrument (7).

{6) gq¥s=eyan ‘set a net’ (go.into.water=net)
sawd=iws *search for a lost person’  (seek=body)
K=slqon ‘shear wool’ (cut=animal hair)

(N qt=aBan ‘walk along (a shore etc.)’ {go along=mouth)
Got=nac ‘go around end of lake’  (go along=bottom)
qa=8in-t ‘accompany him’ (add=foot-TR)

Lexical suffixation of the theme leads to an intransitive construction that
parallels compounding noun incorporation (Gerdts 1998).

3 Throughout this paper, we assume, following Suttles (in preparation), that Halkomelem
has the categories noun, verb, and adjective. See Czaykowska-Higgins & Kinkade
{1998:35-37) for a history of the debate concerning categories in Salish. Also see Montler
(2001) for a presentation of the evidence for the category adjective in the nearby
language Klalam.



8) ni? con  ¥k*=oysl.
AUX ISUB bathe=baby.
‘I bathed the baby.’

Halkomelem person marking follows a split ergative pattern. First and second
person subjects in main clauses are marked by clitics in Wackernagel’s position
while objects are marked by verbal suffixes. Third person subjects in transitive
main clauses determine ergative agreement:

) ni? $ak"-ot-as s steni? 13 qeq
AUX  bathe-TR-3ERG DT woman DT baby
“The woman bathed the baby.’

Word order is usuatly VSO, though VOS is also possible. Subject and object
noun phrases are not marked for case. Determiners mark deixis and gender.®
Transitive verbs are marked with one of several suffixes: -a¢ ‘control transitive’,
-n{a2x" )'limited control transitive’, - st{ax*) ‘causative’, etc. We see that the
clause in (9) is surface-transitive since the verb is marked for transitivity, the
two noun phrases appear without case, and the subject determines ergative
agreement. The parallel clause with lexical suffixation is intransitive:

(10) ni? §kv=oyat 1o steni?
AUX  bathe=baby DT woman
“The woman bathed the baby.’

The verb in the above example lacks a transitive suffix and an ergative
agreement suffix.’

We refer to the above uses of lexical suffixes as compounding. In each
of the above cases, the lexical suffix stands in for a noun, either as a head of a
compound, as in (6), or as a noun argument of the verb, as in (7).

Lexical suffixes can also be used as classifiers. When lexical suffixes
are used as classifiers on nouns or adjectives, the base, not the lexical suffix, is
the head of the resulting word.

(1 s-g*X*am=ows ‘body odor’ (PR-odor=body)
Rogt=emot® ‘tall’ (of people) (long=long.object)
c-gQx=elé ‘black-haired’ (PR-black=hair)

® The determiners include: 1% ‘general in view’ k*82 ‘general out of view’, 6 ‘feminine
singular in view’, #2 ‘feminine singular out of view’, ¥+ ‘indefinite’, and X ‘proper noun’
{oblique case only).

7 Sometimes the intransitive verb may have a syntactically active theme manifested as the
oblique object of an intransitive. This is not addressed in this paper.



Ny=os “happy’ {good=face)
xv-8i=qon ‘foud’ (PR-big=throat)

Lexical suffixes can also be used as classifiers on verbs. In a classifying
construction, the verb takes a transitive suffix, and a free-standing object that
references the same entity as the lexical suffix.

(12)  ni?  tox=wil-t-as tha lapat.
AUX  wash=vessel-TR-3ERG DT cup
‘She washed the cups.’

This is a surface-transitive construction, as evidenced by the third-person
ergative agreement, and thus contrasts with the example of compounding lexical
suffixation in (10) above. See Gerdts and Hinkson {1996) for further discussion
on this construction.

In sum, we see that lexical suffixes are used in two types of
constructions—compounding and classifying. Most lexical suffixes can appear
in either type of construction, though a few suffixes are restricted to only one
type or the other.

1.2 Numerals and suffixes

Our research has shown that most of the lexical suffixes that are used
on verbs or adjectives can also be used on numerals, if a context can be provided
to make sense out of the resulting combination. It is important to note, however,
that the resulting constructions do not all constitute classifier expressions. Many
of these combinations are simply compounds, that is, the polysynthetic
equivalent of a phrase consisting of a numeral and a noun, which are then used
as noun phrases, attributively as modifiers, or as quantifying expressions (often
referred to as measure words). So our first task, before proceeding, is to set
criteria for telling compound numeral suffixes from classifying numeral
suffixes. Aikhenvald (2000:114-120) provides the methodology for doing this.

First, we can exclude all suffixes designating mathematical concepts
and measure words: for example, =af5e? ‘ten’, =ef ‘times’, =alefan ‘yard’, =tet
‘fathom’, and =swu:nx* ‘year’ (from ‘fish run’, ‘season’).

(13)  ni-i-i? XoBan=el k*os  ¥ax“ok¥arh ownit ni?
AUX  four=times DT swim-IMP DT AUX
% ey  noda? Xaca”

OBL DT one lake
‘He bathed four times at this one lake.’

(14) wal ok ¥s=swwax” ce? %7 nem cen skvul-stox*.
now seven=year FUT and go 1SUB  school-CS
‘I'll send him to school when he is seven years old.’



Second, we can exclude all suffixes that never appear in a sortal or
mensural relation with a free-standing noun. By this criterion, we can exclude
several somatic suffixes: =cas ‘hand’®, =alawcas ‘finger’, =§an ‘foot’, =algsan
‘nose’ (used in counting points), =2¥an ‘side’ (used in describing shapes, e.g. a
triangle), and =aya”8 ‘mouth, edge’ (used in counting prongs on spears).

(15) ix*aya?@0 % s%noms %5 swiwles  na%t yo7imes.
three=edge DT spear-3POS DT young.man there PR-walk-IMP
*The young man going by has a three-pronged spear.”

It is clear that these suffixes are used as compounding lexical suffixes. The thing
being counted is the suffix itself and not the noun referred to by the suffix. For
example, in (16), ‘tires’ (> ‘feet’) not ‘cars’ are being counted.

(16) tx*-lix¥=Son  7al i) snax¥ol.
only-three=foot only DT canoe
“The car only has three tires.’

A parallel construction in English would be one like ‘four-legged animal’.
In contrast, in the case of a sortal classifier, the noun has the same
referent as the suffix:

(17) tHxv=o0qen XBam
three=container box
‘three boxes’

In many instances, the lexical suffix emphasizes one feature of the noun, but the
construction nevertheless refers to the noun as a whole:

(18) ideés=omat®  ¥et
five=long road
‘five roads’

Lexical suffixes can also be used in mensural expressions. Mensural classifiers
are determined by the quantity of the object or the arrangement that it occurs in.

(19) }ix¥=aqon sqgewB
three=container potato
‘three sacks of potatoes’

8 The suffix for ‘hand’ is used in some Salish languages as a measure word indicating
*handful’ or ‘cupful’.



In such examples, it is the head noun that is being counted, and thus true
classifying lexical suffixes differ from compound ones such as the ‘three-tired

car’ illustrated in (16) above.
Using these criteria leaves us with a core set of suffixes that function as

numeral classifiers. These will be explored in the subsequent sections.

2 The morphosyntax of numeral classifiers

Numerals are adjectives in Halkomelem., In NPs, they appear between
determiners and head nouns, like other adjectives, and they do not head an NP.

(20) Porhi-stox ™ & k*8s Hix*  *X@om)!
come-CS:30BJ 2SUB DT three  box
‘Bring the three *(boxes)!’

21 Pathi-stax ® ¢ k*6a  6i *X0am)!
come-CS:30BJ 2SUB DT big box
‘Bring the big *(box)!’

Adjectives, including numerals, can take lexical suffixes. These can be used
attributively, like plain adjectives, to modify a noun as in (20) and (21), but they
can also be used anaphorically—without a head noun.

22) Pami-stax ¥ ¢ k¥8s  lix=ogen (X8am)!
come-CS:30BJ 2SUB DT three=container box
‘Bring the three (boxes)!’

(23)  ?omi-stex ¢ k*8s  Be:=qan (XBom)!

come-CS:30BJ 2SUB DT big=container  box
‘Bring the big (box)!’

Question (24) lacks a lexical suffix (and thus we see that numeral classifiers are
often omitted in Halkomelem), while the reply in (25) uses the lexical suffix, but
omits the head noun, which would be regarded as redundant in this context.

4y 9 % lix*  kveh sonix*st  %alop?
AUX Q three DT:2POS  cance.PL.  2PL
‘Do you all have three canoes?’

(25)  "ews, %W  Bom=ox*st %al’
NEG  just two-canoe  just
‘No, just two.’

® The bound root —8am- is an older form for ‘two’.



The answer without the classifier is possible but less preferred.

Within the noun phrase, the numeral plus lexical suffix will appear
between the determiner and the noun phrase, as in (22) above. The noun phrase
can function in any syntactic position usually occupied by a noun phrase. For
example, it can function as subject (26}, object (27), or an oblique marked
phrase (28)."

26) ni? §royolod k*8s  XoBiins Gelomi?.
AUX dance DT four.people girl.PL
‘Four girls danced.’

27N ni? ¢t q*om-at k*83 ysseia:nac k*amlax®

AUX 1PL.SUB uproot-TR DT two=bottom root
‘We dug up two roots.’

(28) ?7iXem can ce? 73 k> 7apan=9s.
lend ISUB FUT OBL det ten=round
‘I will lend ten dollars.’

The head noun can be singular as in (29) or plural as in (26) above,

29) te?cs=ela  k*8s ns séamaq®.
eight=people DT IPOS  great.grandchild
‘T have eight great-grandchildren.’

[Compare séalamag ‘great-grandchildren’; gemi? ‘girl’.] Plural inflection,
marked by the infix -/- (and glottalization of resonants) or by reduplication, is in
general optional in Halkomelem, especially where the context makes number
clear. For some frequently used nouns such as terms for people and the larger
items of material culture, marking plurality is preferred to not marking it.

Like other noun phrases, the counted noun can appear in a clause-initial
focus position. The phrase serves as a predicate nominal in expresstons of these
sorts, followed by a determiner-headed relative clause:

(30) k*in=aqan X6am k¥s ni? 7ilaq-at-ax*?
how.many=container box DT AUX  buy-TR-2SSUB
‘How many boxes did you buy?’

19 Halkomelem subjects and objects are bare noun phrases, while non-terms—such as
locatives, instruments, as well as themes {secondary cbjects) in antipassives and
ditransitives— are preceded by the catch-all preposition ?a. For a general introduction to
Halkomelem syntax see Gerdts (1988) and Gerdts & Hukari {to appear).



In addition, the numeral and lexical suffix alone can appear as a predicate
adjective in clause initial position:"'

(1) Xo0in=owol k¥8s no pu?alt.
four=canoe DT 1POS  boatPL
‘T have 4 boats.’

Like other adjectives, numerals with lexical suffixes can undergo further
derivation, For example, they can take the inchoative prefix x*2- and they can
become transitive predicates through the addition of the causative suffix
—st{ax").

(32)  x7¥s-Ix*=omat-stox¥ ¢ kvons tid-ot
become-three-part=CS:30BJ 2SUB DT:2POS:NM cut-TR
% sce:tton!
DT salmon

‘Cut your salmon into three chunks!’

(33 tx*-yosol=alos-stox* & ton syalys H? o3
only-two=loop-CS:30BJ 2SUB DT:2POS work and good
‘It will be better if you do two more rounds in your knitting.

Thus numerals with lexical suffixes show for the most part the
distributional properties of adjectives, which seem to be a subclass of adjective.
The one apparent exception is the fact that numerals with lexical suffixes can be
used anaphorically, appearing as the superficial head of an NP, as in (25).
However, we noted this is also a feature of adjectives with lexical suffixes, as in
(23). An open issue is whether these function as NP heads or as modifiers of null
heads. In some instances, the use of a numeral with lexical suffixes without a
head noun goes beyond contextual anaphora. The suffix =as to denote money is
a notable example, as in (28), where ?apan=as is normally construed quite
specifically to mean ‘ten dollars’.

3 The Semantics of Numeral Classifiers

In this section we turn to an exploration of numeral classifiers in
Halkomelem. In Table 1, we exemplify twenty-four classifying lexical suffixes
found to appear on numerals in Halkomelem. We use the number ¢ix* ‘three’ as
the base. Suffixes are sorted by the kinds of objects they classify and glossed
with a typical noun that they classify. In subsequent sections, we discuss each
group of suffixes.

! Halkomelem lacks a verb for ‘have’; possessive expressions like (31) are a common
means of expressing this notion.



HUMAN/ NATURAL MATERIAL SHAPE/ CONTAINERS,
ANIMAL ENVIRONMENT CULTURE SIZE GROUPS
ix*=elo s-tix>=alp Tixv=owtx* lixv=os ‘three lixv=oqan
‘three people’ ‘three trees’ ‘three houses’ dollars’ ‘threc containers’
txv=eyt lax»=ncc Ix¥=awol Ixv=alos ‘three lixv=ole?c
‘three children® ‘three root plants’ ‘three canows’ loops’ ‘three loads’
Ixv=iws Ixv=emx™ Ixv=e:iwas lixv=oyos ‘three Ixv=omat

‘three ducks’ ‘three plant parts’ ‘three paddles’ coils’ ‘three pieces, piles’
tixv=a%q~ Ixv=olcap Ixv=olwat Ix¥=als

‘three fish (heads)’ ‘three pieces of firewood’ ‘three garments’ ‘three spheres’

Ix*=elql Ix*=anop tixv=amoi® ‘three

‘three pieces of game’

‘three plots of land’

long thin objects’

tixv=otBe? ‘three
strands’

tixv=a"q>

-‘three heads’

Table | Halkomelem numeral classifiers.




3.1 Classifying humans and animals

For numbers three and higher, the lexical suffix =el/s is used to classify

people.
NUMBER NUMBER + GLOSS
LEXICAL SUFFIX
=els people
3 tix Ix*ela three people
4 %2?afon %28i:na four people
5 1decas Hyacselo five people
6 t¥om tXomala six people
7 a7k vos - Pak*sels seven people
8 te?cos te?csela eight people
9 X twxvelo nine people
10 %apan 7ape:ns ten people
20 ck»o¥ ck*Selo twenty people
how many? k*in k*i:na. how many people?

Table 2 Halkomelem classifiers for people.

The suffix is used to count people of all types—men, women, children, elders,
friends, relatives, and professionals: 2

(34)  %eBimna swawlas 2  x*-%v=wi:l-stom.
four:people boy.PL. DT PR-wash=vessel-CS:PAS
‘They had four boys do the dishwashing.”

(35)  txom=elo k"8a skoligel ni?  ne:-tom.
six=people DT children AUX name-PAS
‘Six children got named.’
(36) ni? da?-tom % k*8o syays k*8s Ix*=els x*iyaBanaq.

AUX add-PAS OBL DT wotk DT
‘Three language teachers were hired.’

three=people language.teacher

First and second person pronouns are also be counted with =els.

2 With numbers ending in //, like £a?20an ‘four’ and 7apan ‘ten’, lexical suffixes show
deletion of an /I/ or /1/. Also we sometimes see vowels of lexical suffixes being deleted
with compensatory lengthening of the last vowel of the number.



1) B! ct Tow  tx*-ikem=olo 7al
AUX IPLSUB  just only-six=people just
“There are just six of us now.’

As has been noted by Anderson (1999), many Salish languages use
reduplicated forms of numerals for counting people and animals. He
reconstructs *CVC-, *CV-, and *-VC reduplication for counting people and
*CV- diminutive reduplication for counting animals. This system of
classification is prevalent in Interior Salish languages and also in some of the
Central Salish languages, e.g. Squamish and Lushootseed. However, in
Halkomelem, the only remnant of this system is with the numbers ‘one’ and
‘two’ when counting people.

3

(38)nada? ‘one’ nanola? one person’ nolnarnéa ‘one person ata time

3

(39 yaseia ‘two’ ye§s9i3 ‘two people’ yasyefrsaio ‘two people at a time

As seen by comparison to the numbers for ‘one’ and ‘two’ in the first column,
the forms for ‘one person’ and ‘two people’ show CV reduplication with a full
vowel, and glottalization of a resonant. The meanings ‘one person at a time’ and
‘two people at a time” are indicated with double reduplication.”® These forms
function as classifiers.

(40) ni? g*als ey  nanoda?  swoyge?
AUX speak DT one.person  man
‘One man spoke.’

4D sow tx*-yeysolo  ct k¥a%l x¥owe
NOM-COMP only-two:people 1PLSUB indeed not-yet
ni?-at k¥onnox¥ k*s x¥s-tacsol¥é? ct

.’
silanom.

AUX-1PLSSUB take-LCTR:30BJ DT become-thirty 1PLPOS year
‘So there are two of us only that have not yet reached their eightieth year.’

One other lexical suffix is used on numerals to refer to people: =eyaf
‘child’ (see (10) above). :

(42)  txom=eyt k8o no séalorhag™.
six=child DT IPOS  great-grandchild PL
‘I have six great-grandchildren.’

¥ The doubly reduplicated forms show CVC reduplication of the root as the first prefix
and then CV reduplication is infixed into the second position. See also Lushootseed
(Bates, Hess, Hilbert 1994:79).



We see though that this suffix can also be added to a form that already has the
suffix =ela.’

(43)  txom=olo=eyl k*82 no séalorhoq®.
six=people=child DT 1POS  great-grandchild.PL
‘I have six great grandchildren.’

The plain numeral or the reduplicated forms for one or two people can also co-
occur with the lexical suffix =eyal.

(44) yasal=eyl.
two=child
‘two children’

(45)  yeysol=ejt
two.RED=child
‘two children’

This is the only case we have seen of lexical suffixes used as numeral classifiers
stacking in this fashion.

Turning now to other animates, there are no generic words for *animal’,
‘bird’, ‘fish’, etc. and there are also no general classifiers for non-human
animates.'® Usually, animals and birds are counted without a classifier:

(46)  te?cas tfa popt®=clmoex*-tom mslusmas.
eight DT squeeze=breast-PAS cow.PL
‘There were eight cows to milk.’

Furthermore, Halkomelem, unlike many Salish languages (Anderson 1999) does
not use reduplication for counting animals. However, three lexical suffixes are
regularly used for counting certain types of animals. The suffix =a’¢* ‘head’ is
used to count fish, fish heads, and round and cylindrical-shaped sea-life such as
chitons, clams, oysters, sea urchins, and sea cucumbers.'®

“@n ni? con x*§am=os-t k"8s tXom=a%q* sce:lten.
AUX ISUB smoke=face-TR DT six=head salmon
‘I smoked six fishheads.’

1414 Hukari & Peter (1995) also notes the form yeysaleyt ‘have two children’, which

shows the reduplicative form for ‘two people’ as well as the lexical suffix.

5 This is not to say that there are no words for types of animals, birds, etc.

' Note on this example the suffix on the verb refers to ‘face’ while the suffix on the
numeral refers to ‘head’. This shows that verb classifiers and nuieral classifiers diverge.



(48) lix¥=a%q¥ Rox*Rox¥ k¥Ba  ni? ns s7atton.
three=head oyster DT AUX IPOS food
‘Four oysters is what [ had to eat.”

The suffix =a?g* is also used for round objects and appears in the section on

shape classifiers below.
The lexical suffix =iws ‘body’ is used to count waterfow] and chickens.

{49) ni? can lam-nax* k¥Bs Ix"=iws ma?aq®,
AUX ISUB Ilook-LCTR DT three=body duck
‘I saw three ducks.’

In addition, as Suttles (in preparation) notes, rabbits and other small game can be

counted with =iws. We have found that carcasses of larger game animals and
domestic animals, such as elk, sheep, and horses can also be counted with this

suffix.

50 ni? can k*slag-t  k¥Ba XOin=iws sqoqowel
AUX 1SUB shoot-TR DT four=body rabbit
‘I shot four rabbits.’

(62)) Ix*=iws  samiyaB  ?i? hon-cow-nox“-as k*8o swayge?
three=body deer.PL and go-down-LCTR-3ERG DT man

“The man managed to bring down three deer form the mountains.’

One speaker told us that dogs when they were alive could be counted
with =ela, the suffix used for counting people, but they would be counted with
=iws when they were dead.

(52)a. txom=elo t% sqraqromey.
six=people DT dog.PL
*There are six dogs.” (alive)
b. tXem=iws % sqvaq¥amey.
six=body DT dog

‘There are six dogs.’ (dead)

Dogs had special status in Coast Salish culture since their hair was used to make
blankets. Amoss (1993:26-27) points out that wool dogs were fed dried meat or
fish, traveled with the family in the canoe, and were a measure of a woman’s
wealth. Other animals cannot be counted with =e/a. So, although there is no
special classifier for dogs in Halkomelem, as there is, for example, in Jacaltec
{Craig 1986), they nevertheless are treated distinctly from other animals.



Suttles (in preparation) mentions the use in Downriver Halkomelem of
the suffix =elg} meaning ‘catch, game’ in words like faw=-élg! ‘lose a fish,
miss a shot, g¥=élgt ‘have a big catch’, k*{n=slqf ‘how many caught’. One
Island speaker we worked with suggested that game could be counted with this
suffix: fx*am=elql means ‘six pieces of game’ and ?apanelgt means ‘ten pieces
of game’. But she suggested that the suffix was old-fashioned and preferred
using the suffix =iws for caught birds and animals.

3.2 Classifying the natural environment

Several lexical suffixes are used to count elements of the natural
environment, including plants, firewood, and ground.

TREE FIREWOOD GROUND
=aslp =slcap =-3nap
1 snadatp nacéslcop natanap
2 syase?a]ip yaseiacap yaseisnop
syasela?alp
3 stix¥sip Ixvatcop Ix*anap
4 sXa0i:nlp %aBinalcap %oBansnop
5 1gecsalp lqecsalcap tGecsanap
6 stxomotp txomolcop tXomonap
7 Pak“ssolp thaksolcap fak*sanap
a%k¥satp
8 te?csolp te‘?csaicap te?csonap
9 twx¥sip tu:x“’sicap tw:x¥snop
10 2apenalp 7apeholcop 7ape:nap
20 ck*a¥olp cﬁ‘”§9icap cl::“’9§ensp
how many? | k*inalp kvifslcap k*i:nop
Table 3 Suffixes denoting elements of the natural environment.
The suffix =af p refers to trees, bushes, and plants.
(53) ni? con pan-ot Y sXeBi:n=lp Xpey.

AUX ISUB plant-TR DT
‘I planted four cedars.’

. four=plant cedar



(54)  “open=olp % stfe?qon.
ten=plant DT cattail
“There are ten cattails.’

Two other suffixes are used for counting plants. The lexical suffix =nec
‘bottom’ is used fo count tubers such as potatoes, carrots, and camas, as well as

{ree roots.

55 tox¥=nac sqewd ni? G*oma-tom.
three=bottom  potato AUX  dig.up-PAS
“There were three potatoes dug up.’

(56)  7?spe:n=nec %5 ns spe:nx®.
ten=bottom DT IPOS camas
‘I got ten camas.’

Also, the suffix =e:nx* ‘plant part’ is used to count sprouts and shoots, as well
as ears of corn or tomatoes when they are on the plant.

(57)  ?spe:nx¥ % sqewd ni? cisom.
ten:plant.part DT potato AUX grow
“Ten potatoes sprouts grew.’

(58) Ix*=emnx % kvan
three=plant.part DT corn
‘three ears of corn’

Firewood is counted with the lexical suffix =a2/cap.

59 Ix¥=slcap Xpey ni? yagd*-tom.
three=firewood cedar AUX  bum-pas
“Three pieces of cedar were burned.’

(60)  7apen=olcop k¥8a ns syal ni? X*3-say.
ten=firewood DT IPOS firewood  AUX  become-ready
‘I have ten blocks of firewood ready.’

This suffix can refer to single pieces of wood for the fire as in (59) or to a chunk
of a tree (a block) that is ready to be split into stove-sized pieces as in (60).

The suffix =anap ‘ground’ refers to a plot in a garden or the things
planted there.



(61)

(62)
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ni? con pen-at k¥8s Ix¥*=onop
AUX ISUB plant-TR three=ground
‘I planted 3 plots of carrots.’

k*i:nap tPan spohom.
how.many:ground  DT:2POS  planting

‘How many different things are you planting?’

Classifying items of material culture

Sewoaq.
carrot

Lexical suffixes are used on numerals to refer to four key items of
material culture: =ewtx” ‘house’, = wat ‘canoe’, = e:lwas ‘paddle’, and = elwat
‘sarment’, Other items of material culture may be classified according to shape
or function, as discussed in sections 3.4 and 3.5 below.

HOUSE CANOE PADDLE CLOTHING
=owt?x¥ =waol =e-1was =elwot
=eWwt7x¥ =x %ol
i nacawix¥ nedox ol neéa?e:lwas neéa?alwat
2 yasefav’vtx v Bemox ¥l yeseie:iwas %iselwat
Bamtx ¥
Gomowix™
Gamitx¥
3 X awtx ¥ Ix*owol 1xve:lwas tx*slwat
4 XaBinawtxv XoBinowsl %a%atone:lwos Xa%7alanelwat
5 1decsawtx® lqecsowst 1gecse:lwas idcselwot
6 tXomowtx ¥ tXomowat {xomawol ttomelwat
7 Pakvsewtx* | Pa%kvsowat | #92%7k¥se:lwos %37k *salwat
8 te?csewtx ¥ te?csowal te?cse:iwas te?cselwot
9 tuwx Yowtx ¥ tu:x¥awst tuxve:lwas tu:x¥elwoat
10 7apenawtx* | 7apenawot 2apene:iwas 7apenslwat
20 ck¥o¥owtx™ ckvagawot ckvoe:iwas ck*selwat
how | k*ihewtx* k¥inowat kone:lwos k*inalwat
many?

Table 4 Suffixes for material culture.




The suffix =ewfx* ‘house’ is used when counting houses and
buildings."

(63)  yosel=owtx* o leloth x*-awe? nis c-hayquw:n.
two=house DT house PR-not AUX:3SSUB PR-lamp
“Two houses haven’t got their lights yet.’

(64)  Rim nan %W stotastol %2 ge%is lix¥=owtx~
really very CON close.together DT new three=house
halelam.
house.PL
“The three new houses are very close together.’
(65) %aBin=oWtx ™ % telewtx®.
four=house DT bank
‘There are four banks.’
(66) Tow nod=owtx* %al ¥x*imels ni? 72-% s?amana?,
just one=house just store AUX OBL-DT Somenos

‘There is just one store at Somenos.’

The suffix =wal (~x"at) ‘canoe’ refers to canoes and boats of all kinds,
including sailboats, warships, and ferries."®

67) XoBin=owol snax“ol " tecal.
four=canoe canoe AUX  arrive
‘Four canoes arrived here.’

(68)  Xato k*s  Ixv=owal-s k* Gxowt
say . IMP DT three=canoe-3POS DT war.canoe
7% ya-Tewa.

AUX  PR.comeIMP
‘He says there are three war canoes coming.’

17 An alternative form =e:f1ax* *house’ can be used as 2 compound lexical suffix to refer
to spouses living together under one roof.

@) x*-tv=e:ltox* k*@ey swoyqe”.
PR-two=house DT man
*That man has three wives.’

For a man to take on two wives was not unusual in pre-contact times, and sometimes he
would take three or four, A woman with two husbands was much rarer.
'8 See Hinkson (2001) for a Pan-Salish discussion of the semantics of this suffix.



The general word for canoe snax”af today also means ‘car’, and various canoe

terminology has been transferred over o automobile culture.

(69)  kvin=owsal snax*st ni?  ?9fex* ni? % k*8slelom?
how.many=canoe canoe AUX stopped AUX OBL DT:2POS house
‘How many cars were parked in front of your house?’

(70) ya-lox ¥=oWal & k*6s s?%lelox” neh  %omiaserh.
PF-three=cance. IMP EVID DT elder PL go tour.IMP
‘The elders that are going on a tour are going on three cars.’

This suffix is also used when counting other vehicles, including wagons,
buggies, planes, trains, trailers, scooters, bicycles, and skateboards.

)] Topen=owol k¥6s  lilut.
ten=canoe DT railroad
‘The train has ten cars.’

Finally, we see that =wa? is used for counting plates and platters.

(72) Zomi-stox” XoBin=owal la%l6on %? Gom=oxvol
come-CS:30BJ] four=canoe  plate.PL and two=canoe
q*Balas!
platter

‘Bring four plates and two platters!’

Pre-contact Salish dishes were long canoe-shaped wooden vessels used for
holding food for a group of people. Plates and platters are the only household
implements counted in this fashion. Other vessel-like objects are classified as
containers, as discussed in section 3.5 betow.

The suffix =e:/was is used for counting paddles, as in:

(73)  Ixv=oiwe’s k*8s no sGamsl.
three=paddle = DT IPOS paddie
‘T have three paddles.’

The most common use of the canoe in modern times is racing. Teams travel
throughout the Pacific Northwest to compete in races sponsored by different
tribes and bands. Galloway (1993:192) reports that in the Upriver dialect, the
suffix =déwes not only counts paddies but also the number of paddlers in a
canoe. We have not been able to verify this use in the Island dialect; however,
paddlers seem to be counted with the people suffix =ela.



(74) Ix*=ela k*¥8a  klootchman.
three=people the women
“There are three women paddlers.’

The Chinoock Jargon word kicotchman ‘woman’ is used to refer to women

paddiers.
Items of clothing, such as shirts, skirts, dresses, coats, and pajamas, can

be counted with the suffix =alwat ‘garment’.

(75) Hx*=slwot % ns $Apiwan.
three=garment DT IPOS  shirt
‘I have three shirts.’

(76)  XaBin=slwat B3 no kapu.
four=garment DT 1POS  coat

‘I have four coats.’

Blankets or pieces of cloth that are worn as ceremonial garments can also be
counted with =alwat. '

an k*in=olwat ®an loX"tan?
how.many=garment DT:2POS  blanket
‘How many blankets do you have?’

(78)  lix"=olwot t% no sil.
three=garment DT IPOS cloth
‘I have three pieces of cloth.”

Other items of material culture do not have lexical suffixes of their own
but rather are classified by shape or function, as discussed in the next two
sections.

34 Classifying by shape

Several lexical suffixes are used with numerals to count objects
classified by their shape.



SUFFIX MEANING CLASSIFIES:

=as ROUND dollars, small round objects, months

=alas LGOP, meshes of net, stitches of knitting, campfires,
CYLINDER pens, sticks, boards

=iyas COIL rings, bracelets, coils of rope, coiled baskets

=als SPHERICAL stones, eggs, berries, apples, oranges, potatoes.

tomatoes, balls, balls of yam

=a’7q¥ HEAD, animals, fish, fish heads, sea life, cabbages,
SPHERICAL lettuce, garlic, berries, balls of yarn

=emof? LONG THIN poles, rods, logs, house posts, roads, water
OBJECT pipes

=itfe? STRAND ropes, roots, strands of fibre, strips of cloth

Table 5 Halkomelem shape-based classifiers.

Paradigms for three of the clssifiers that refer to round objects are given

in Table 6.

ROUND, LOOP, SPHERICAL

DOLLARS CYLINDER

=as =alas =als
1 nacdos natalas nactals
2 yosalos yasalalos yasalals
3 Hx¥os Ix*alas Ix*als
4 %aBinos Xo8inslas XoBinols
5 tdacsas 1qocsalos 1§acsals
6 tXomos txomalos tXomols
7 a7k ¥sas %k salas t%k “sals
8 ta%csas te?calas te?csals
9 tu:x*os tu:x*alas tu:xvals
10 Topanas 7apanalas 7spanals
20 ck“%as ck*¥alos ck¥sals
how many? | k¥inos k*inales k*inals

Table 6 Some classifiers for round objects.




The first five suffixes listed in Table 5 refer to round objects of various
sorts. Of these suffixes, =as classifies flat round objects. Its most common use
is in reference to dollars, originally coins. In modern usage it refers to paper
currency as well.

(79 X¥am 79 ¢& 7?  79Xim-8 72 k¥s “?span=os?
can Q 2SUB CON lend-TR:10BJ OBL DT ten=round
‘Can you lend me ten dollars?’

(80) ldecol¥a?=0s o yaé Tow k¥en-nax¥-9s
fifty=round DT always ,CON get-LCTR:30BJ-ERG
7% t%-ow mok¥ lqeld.

OBL DT-CON all month
‘He receives fifty dollars every month.’

(81)  ckvi=as ?i? k* ldacs=es 7o thoh telo?
twenty=round  and DT five=round Q DT:2POS money
‘Do you have twenty-five dollars?’

Another common use of =as is to count months (i.e. ‘moons’).

(82) wawa? ni? yasai:as %qeic’: 7i? %e? wal nem cam.
perhaps AUX two=roundmoon and again already go go.up.
‘It was maybe two months later and he again went up into the mountains.’
(83) ni-i-is k¥in=os igelé k¥sos
AUX-3SSUB  how.many=round month DET:3SSUBP
sewq-torh Bownil swiwlss.

look.for-TR:PAS.IMP DT young.man
‘It was not known how many months they looked for the young man....”

The second suffix in Table 5 is =alas ‘loop’. It refers to (rows of)
stitches of knitting, meshes of net, and campfires."

(84) tx"-yssai:alss-stax“’ & t®an syarys 7i? %sy.
only-two=loop-CS:30BJ 2SUB DT:2POS work and good
‘It will be better if you do two more rounds in your knitting.’

(85) %aBin=olas s hayq®
four=loop DT fire
“four fires’

19People sit around a campfire in a ring.



Halkomelem women are famous weavers and knitters. Coast Salish style
sweaters (often referred to as Cowichan sweaters), vests, toques, and slippers are
marketed world-wide. Many natives are commercial fishermen and are adept at
gill netting. Suttles (in preparation) states that =alas refers to tens of mesh, as
would be used in giving the depih of a gill net, the length being given in
fathoms. Speakers that we have worked with also use =alas to count single
mesh when mending nets.

The loop shape when extended into three-dimensions yields a tube or
cylinder figure. The Halkomelem suffix =alas gets used with cylindrical-shaped
objects, including pens and sticks.

86) yosal=alas t%an Xaiton.
two=loop DT:2POS pen
“You have two pens.’

87 Ix*=alos séedt
three=loop stick
‘three sticks’

The long three-dimensional shape need not be round. Thus, boards (such as 2" x
4" lumber) can also be referred to by =alas.

(88)  kvin=oles % laplas?
how.many=loop DT board
‘How many boards are there?’

A third suffix referring to round shapes is =iy2s.2® Like the previous
suffix, it seems to refer to loops, including rings, bracelets, and coils of rope.

(89) tix*=ayos 8o na Selomcas,
three=coil DT IPOS ring
‘T have three rings.’

Whereas the previous suffix =alas extends to oblong objects, =iyas refers to
loop-shaped objects elongated in height. For example, =iyas is used for coiled
baskets and sheaves of wheat that are wrapped with string and then stood
vertically in the field.

The fourth suffix in Table 5, =als, is used for small spherical objects,
including stones, balls, eggs, berries, fruits, and vegetables.

20 The suffixes =alas and =i yas derive from the suffix =as plus the connectors =al and
={y respectively. Until we know more about the form and function of connectors, we
have opted to keep these suffixes distinct.



0)  da?t & t% yosol=als  {®oioxals!
add-TR 2SUB DT two=sphere egg
‘Add two eggs!’

9n XoBi=nols k*8s sqgewb.
four=sphere DT potato
“There are four potatoes.’

92) Ix¥=als %3 na 7alondes.
three=sphere DT 1POS orange
‘I have three oranges.’

The suffix =a’q” ‘head’, as noted in section 3.1, is used to count fish,
fish heads, and sea-life. It is also used to count vegetables that grow in ‘heads’,
such as lettuce, cabbage, and garlic. Balls of yarn and berries can be counted
either with this suffix or with the suffix =als. We surmise that historically the
difference between the two suffixes may have been size, where =a’g* referred to
larger spherical objects and =als referred to smaller spherical objects. Future
research may shed light on this issue.

The last two suffixes in Table 5 refer to long thin objects; see Table 7
below. The lexical suffix =emaf® refers to rigid objects such as poles, rods, logs,
boards, sticks, house posts, roads, and water pipes.”

(93) %o0in=omof® k¥8as gegon.
four=long DT house.post

“There are four house posts.’

(94  tix*=omof® q*ley

three=long log
‘three logs’

(95)  X%oBin=omsf®  Fet
four=long road
‘four roads’

Not all rigid objects with a long thin shape are counted with this suffix. For
example, trees are counted with =af p, paddles with =alwas, and pencils (since
they are perceived as cylinders) with =alas, while brooms are counted without
a suffix on the numeral.

2 Galloway (1993:193) gives the suffix =émac (prob. =£maf8) ‘upright, poles’. We have
found in Island dialect that the suffix applies to horizontal as well as vertical objects.



LONG, THIN, RIGID LONG, THIN, FLEXIBLE
OBJECT OBJECT (STRAND)
=emat? =if%e?

1 natemoi® nadat®e?

2 yasemat® yaselotfe?

3 lix*amot® tixvotfe?

4 %a8inomat? XoBinatPe?

5 1decsomot? ~ 1docse?mat® | tdecsote?

6 txomamoi® txomoi®e?

7 a?ksomoi? #ark"sii®e?

8 te?csomat® te7csoide?

9 tux"omot? twxvatde?

10 ?apenomoi? 7apenatie?

how many? skvinmaf®

Table 7 Suffixes referring to long, thin, rigid objects and flexible objects.

In contrast, =if%? refers to long, thin, flexible objects like cedar roots,

ropes, strands of yarn, or strips of cloth or bark.

)

96)

k*8s  Idecs=offe? kvalox~
DT five=strand dog.salmon
“five strips of dog salmon.’

{827k vs=iffe? 9% no X¥iX¥lam.
seven=strand DT 1POS  thread

‘I had seven pieces of thread.’

In sum, Halkomelem has a large set of lexical suffixes that classify

objects according to features of shape. The semantic parameters used in the
Halkomelem system match the results of cross-linguistic research on classifiers
by Allan (1977), and Denny (1979), among others. The key parameters are
dimension (e.g. flat vs. spherical) and consistency (rigid vs. flexible). Also
Halkomelem uses secondary features involving size and elongation. The
Halkomelem system allows for the accommodation of new items, which are



added to the system according to their shapes or shared function with a core
classified object.
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Classifying containers and groups

arrangement and the containers that hold them.

Three classifiers refer to objects that are put together into some

CONTAINER BUNDLE, LOAD GROUP, PILE
=3qen =ole?c =omat
1 nadagan nadale?c nadamat
natagan
2 yaselogon nadsle?c yosalomat
3 tix*agan Ix*ale?c Ix*amat
4 %aB8inagan XaBinale?c XsBinomat
5 Idecsagan tgecale?c 1gacsomat
check glottal
6 tXomaqon txomale?c tXomomat
7 {82k *saqon #akvasale?c i%ak*somat
thak*sagan
8 te?csagon tadale?c te?csamat
ta’csomat
9 tu:x*aqon towx “alec tux*mat
10 7Tapenagon 7opeynale?c Topenamat
20 ckvafigan ck¥s¥amat
how k*inagen k*inale’c k*inamat
many?

Table 8 Suffixes referring to containers and piled up objects.




The lexical suffix =agan is used to count items of material culture

whose function involves containment of a substance, e.g. bowls, cups, teapots,
pans, pots, pipes, and lanterns.

98

99

(100)

nata?=qan ?al ton sqals.
one=container  just DT:2POS  pot
“You have just one pot.’

lix*=gon % no tihela.
three=container DT IPOS  teapot
‘I have three teapots.’

k*in=ogan %¥9am k"o  ni?  ?%ilag-at-ox™.
how.many=container box DT AUX  buy-TR-2SSUB
‘How many boxes did you buy?”

The suffix =agan is also used to count containers of all sizes, including buckets,
barrels, baskets, jars, cans, boxes, sacks, suitcases, and pillowcases. The noun
associated with the numeral phrase can be the container (101-102) or the
substance contained (103-104).

(101)

(102)

(103)

(104)

k¥in=aqon k¥oh sk*awas.
how.many=container DT:2POS  bucket
‘How many buckets do you have?’

nact=os tela  t®a naé=sqon lisek
one=round money DT one=container sack
‘one dollar a sack’

nem  k*sn-st ldecs=oqon sqewd.
go take-TR five=container  potato
‘Go get five sacks of potatoes!’

nem  con towe:n-t s no mana
go ISUB give.gifis-TR DT IPOS  offspring
[7s k*82  7open=agan Tapals].

OBL DT ten=container  apple
‘I am going to bring gifts (of 10 boxes of apples) for my daughter.’

The suffix =afe’c is used to refer to a collection of items that constitute

a load and to the packaging method that effects this. This includes bales of hay,
bundles of wood, barrels of fish, baskets of laundry, bundles of blankets, sacks
of potatoes, boxes of fruit, and trunks of possessions.



(105) ix¥=sle’c sqewo
three=bundle potato

‘three packages of potatoes’

(106) nad=ole?c % na siton
one=bundle DT 1POS basket
‘one basketful’

Large containers, since they often constitute a load, can be classified with either
=ale?c or =agan. If the emphasis is on the amount of the item then =ale?c is
used. If the emphasis is on the type of container the item is in, then =agan is
used.

(107)  kvin=sle?c % tomowlod?
how.many=bundle DT:2POS  barrel
‘How many (loads of) barrels?’

(108) k*in=ogon tPah tomowlot?
how.many=container DT:2POS  barrel
‘How many barrels?’

It is also possible to use the suffix =elec to refer to a quantity of an item that
constitutes a load even if the item is not contained.

(109) k*in=sla’c t5on lax*ton?
how.many=bundle = DT:2POS  blanket
‘How many stacks of blankets do you have?’?

(110)  tix¥=ole? x*ilom
three=bundle rope
‘three coils of rope’

The lexical suffix =mat is the most difficult of the classifier suffixes to
gloss. Suttles (in preparation) defines this suffix as ‘kind, part, piece’ while
Galloway (1993:214) defines it as “piles’.” We see reflections of the first

2 We were told that that a bundle of ten blankets make a stack.
* The suffix =awa@ also means ‘kind’. It appears to modify any inanimate noun that has
a variety of types, e.g. spears, berries, stories, languages, medicines, canoes, and spears.

@) x¥-x90in=ows0 snax*al
PR-four=kind canoe
‘four kinds of canoes’



meaning in examples in (110-113), where the suffix means ‘part’, ‘piece’, or

‘group.’
(111) ni? cen x"a-1x ¥=omat-stax™ k*s-na-s Hid-at
AUX 1SUB become-three=part-CS:30BJ DT-1POS-NM cut-TR
s Baqi”.
DT sockeye
‘1 sliced the sockeye (salmon) into three chunks.’
(112)  yosal=omat ce? k¥e neth  hoye?-stx*-ot.
two=part FUT DT go leave-CS:30BJ-1PL.SSUB
‘We are going to take two teams.’
(113) ?ite x¥almax¥=gon to nata=mat puk¥ i
let’s  Indian=throat DT one=part  book
‘Let’s Speak our First Nations Language: Book 1’
(title of 2 Halkomelem textbook)
(114) lix¥=omat s¢ala?
three=part leaf
‘three piles of leaves’
(115)  lix"=oma-t x+ilom
three=part rope
‘three piles of rope’
Blankets, mats, and rugs of all kinds are also counted with =mat.
(116)  tx*-ix¥=smat 7al {2 no swad*a?l.

just-three=part only DT 1POS  goat.blanket
‘I only have three goat wool blankets.’

(117) XoBin=oma-t stowan
four=part bulrush.mat
‘four bulrush mats’

(i) x*-ix*=awo0 1% sqal.
PR-three=kind DT speech
“There are three different ways of speaking.’

It was unclear to us whether this should be regarded as a classifier or a compounding use
of a suffix.



Traditionally, the dog wool and goat wool blankets were used for ceremonial
purposes in the longhouse. The blankets were laid down on top of each other in
a pile. The suffix =mar now applies to blankets even when they are not piled.

As Aikhenvald (2000:115) notes: “Since the choice of a mensural
classifier is often determined by the temporary state of an object (its quantity, or
the arrangement it occurs in) there may be more freedom in choosing a mensural
classifier than in choosing a sortal one.” This is exactly what we find in
Halkomelem. Choosing between the classifiers =agan, =e’lac, and =mat varies
from situation to situation, depending on whether emphasis is being placed on
the quantity, the arrangement, or the containment of the item. Also relevant is
whether the item will be stored, carried, or used in that configuration.

3.6 Summary: the Halkomelem system

This section has discussed the form and function of lexical suffixes
used as numeral classifiers in Halkomelem. The system includes both sortal and
mensural classifiers. Sortal classifiers refer to a specific kind of entity orto a
shape-based class of entities. A handful of specific suffixes refer to living
things—flora, fauna, and people, but the majority of suffixes refer to inanimate
objects. Some specific suffixes refer to key items of the natural environment and
the material culture. The specific suffixes allow us to draw a picture of the most
important items in the Halkomelem pre-contact lifestyle—people, waterfowl,
fish, trees, plants, ground, firewood, houses, canoes, paddles, and garments.
Most inanimate objects are classified based on their shape. Small round flat
objects, loops, coils, spheres, long thin rigid objects, and long thin flexible
objects seem to be the main classificatory categories for objects. Some suffixes
extend in length or height and thus include cylindrical objects. The mensural
classifiers allow for several perspectives on a item based on its containment, its
packability, its arrangement into piles or stacks, or its division into parts.

The Halkomelem system easily accommodates new items. They fit into
the system based upon their shape or manner of containment. In addition,
classifiers can extend semantically based on shared functions. For example, the
suffix for small round flat objects, used first for coins, subsequently extended to
paper money. :

It may be the case that in earlier times all items were obligatorily
classified. But today many nouns are counted without the use of lexical suffixes.
These include mountains, bays, lakes, rivers, islands, points of land, and other
large land forms. Hours, days, and weeks are not classified. In addition many of
the larger items of material culture—tables, chairs, doors, desks, axes,
brooms—are not classified. More abstract items, such as stories, words,
languages, and work, are not classified, even though they are counted.

(118) it nada? syays-s s swawles % syal
3EMPH one work-3POS DT boy.PL DT firewood
“The wood was one of the jobs for the boys.’



So a likely hypothesis is that only the most important and smaller items (ones
that were handled, probably) were obligatorily counted with classifiers.

4 Conclusion

This paper explored the system of numeral classification in
Halkomelem. Some countable concrete nouns are counted with simple cardinal
numbers, but many nouns can be counted with classificatory lexical suffixes.
We discuss both the meaning of the suffixes and the nouns that they classify.
Classifiers refer to animate and inanimate entities. Suffixes for animates
characterize the most salient feature of the entity. Some classifiers for
inanimates originate in suffixes referring to specific elements of the natural
environment or items of material culture. Most inanimates, however, are
classified according to their shape or function. In sum, classification in
Halkomelem is the sort of system that we are led to expect based on cross-
linguistic typological research. (See Aikhenvald 2000 and references therein.).
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