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1, INTRODUCTICH. In this paper we vwish to discuss.some aspects of Fa'lsia

(Haisla), the languaze of Klitamaat village on the northern coast of dritish

D

Colunbla. Ve will touch on miscellaneous topies as this is a '31‘@1.11-.:1.‘15{1"37
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report on onnolng work: & vractical orthozranby; a few points of comparison

o

giween Yalivia and the more fouthern Lwapriutl of Yancouver Island; and a

faw tentative phonclogleal rulaes,

sitamaat village §s8 located elight miles fyom the city of [itimat on
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the zitimat arm of Louglas Chennel, The sonulat’oo qncenrdire Ze thx Chief
Zouncillor lebar [AibI=mdd, i 2houd . This CF vre represconts also the
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titamaat thirty or more vears ace.The lansuace app ¢ be spoken by the

entire
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wule population but, as far as we knov, by none of the children,
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6ff Vancouver lsland, althoush as we will menticon belov there are in some
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Tobinson at.aboutb the same tiwe; and by a re Clsen cbout thirty years ago.

2, OWIBOSRAPHY. U2 have worked out an orthopraphy which we believe moots
our needs ag linzuists and these of the people of Hitamzat as uvsers of the
language., e have done this because we bullieve that our work belongs as wuch

to the speatvers of the lanzauze as it does to us professionally. Ve use

Y
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typewriter. oy adopting this orthoe

only letters of a standard Snzlist
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ol gramnare~nere vreadily accessible o spopalers ol the luanzuara, Lol
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Wi use the following syabols (The 1ist is tentative):
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The sounds veprazsented In the list as woiced (p,t,ete.) alvays unespiratad,

but vary as to voleisz, vhile the sounds we have uwritten with 'he are
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Crepreseont sounds on which spe
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represent simply with a folloving 'uf (Ihis gives kw L’

in ouy lingulstic discussions wo will gensrally mare stress,
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WEman avuvn clviag
. (= Luw,brifel®)
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Wil diasiaguma adhnanva
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mink Rwvniax myeh

4/
seal gaitsm .
= ¢
plack bear tfouwa gty
e v
[ Bt amnfas valas

anzry ghwing ®a fhawis

i
mountain vawtes nike
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ghiet hanfas kiaame
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A vontyaction rule in the southern dialccts (Cee Loas,; 1047

accounts for conmsariseons like these

.

English fa'isla - rWakiutl
cockle cwialil c 1i
. 1% s
urinate {(woman) jyasa asa
111 ’
fish : niya Lia

Py

A number of suffixes show an apparent leoss of s between x and folloving

stops in Zafisla:

desiderative ~ex YNNI

mouth | =22 =ust (vo*cin;,

backslide . «xt {glottalizing) =xsth {(glottalizing) -
The last two citazmleg, 'mouth? and 'backeside’, showr the eifect of another
rule of [2'isla (Deaspiration, see nenit section » Since Izasnivation epplies
“in latisla, the sole difference between the two sulfires is their ceffect on

the f£inal consonant of the stem: hanhwviite "mcustache’; honfvite 'hairy backside',

TKwakijutl is well knowm for its rich system of demonstratives and

4

pYonouns. In Ka*isla we hava found 3rd person forms for the categories:
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visible, invisidie, near to speaker, and ¥gonc'=-the last also noted by oas

" . . s 3
for Della Jella. In addition, we have found a nonminal affiyn, =ch =« for

v

objects not’ Jet in siwht {'to apoeart):
ththatnva sakhaxa *I shot the {invisible) grizzly bear?
Ve 7
khithadhva saithach *I%'n poing to shoot a grizzly bear (to appear)?
Some of the parscnal suffiries may be seen in the folloving typ cal paradiem

(plurality is recsularly marked by a reduplication of the verd stem or some

part of it):




lan 1st person

lanujw exclusive

lanis inclusive

lasu 2nd pérson

1u 3vé person, visible }

il 3rd person, invisible

11 3rd parson, near to spealer

lakhi Jud pousen, Jono
Dhore are dictinct o2tz ol 20tings fov olj:ct pronouns, poscissives, ol
sunosainala varin,

mtaccicnlly, alisla conforms teo the general type of KwaXkiutle
verbe=initial, extensivé use of auxlliary verbs, attaciment of personal suffixes
to subordinating and coordinating verbs. iloun phrases are characterized by
the use of a corpective -s on attributive adjectives and possessed nouns:

/ Ve e

ames vwac! flittle dog'; anuvs mavas ‘'mother of cat?., Transitive verbs

are.classified as teo tThether 1, they require an instrumental object (marked

by =5 or hes) or 2.
/
kiithan X '] shoot %, resnecktivaly., These two verb types require different
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passive suffixes. There is a third passive suffix for verbs of perception,
, . . .

Like Bella Bella (Boas, 1947), laficia lachs the prenominal affines of

southern dialects ol Jollous o misid wron?! onfar Tar ouljaei/ebinct distinee
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fo SOME PHOLQLLCICAL RUINS. In comwon with other iwalkiutl languages, Ka’isla
shows a neutralization of the noneloltzlized stops in final position., "Although

. ‘
these storl arc usually voiciess and unasnirated in this positinn, infolmmaze

- . :
Vill accae)t zolaccert and uavzizeocd, asolirnterd o wnnc siyatod genderic e of che

£inel consonants in such words as the folloving:
'
oph ¥Yfathzy' ef, ophus ‘your father?
oo N -
plaladh Ewcrk(‘ut ! p¥faladhi ditto, 3p.sg. invisible
rd <
cii®itc Ypuoh with a cijfitvaubtwa  ditto, 1 p. sz.
nole!
£
sakhadh *grizzly beartito anvmear;
There must therefore be one or more rules effec hiis neutralization: either

a final deveicing rule, a final deasnivating ruic, or beth. So far we have not

found any conclusive ovilence booria te ehwian A Siines the choice has no
bearing on the rest of our papger, wo siuply refer to Final Heutralization.
There are tvo kinds of Yvelar? spirants; some alternate with steps,

gome do not, as ip the folleoving encoanles:

saj tariozly? savhaxe  fthis here grizezliy’t
«nuitry 1 oo, cuel, =~nujvudh  ditto, + 2.p. chject
khitgjw Tehing shot? hhitgiwins ‘%v fhing shot?
ga fraven® ’ qéghach ditto (to appear)

rd
salhax forizzly? def. salthauncfthis hove grizzly!
If we assumed the spirants were the underlying segusnts, thers vwould be no
way to predict the alternation, Ue thereflcre talie the stowns as the underiying

8 [ ot ot aet 3 3 T T ooy & mamy I e e - < ) b
segnents and postulate a rule of Joler Sopivontizetion wivleh chnnons Ith., ok
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vz, gh to f, i, w, ww respectively in final pesition a

3 bofore at
some oltber consonani J.

Yelavr Solyantization coowat o Jor ensinto,
notios the follovin: ion bolesow :




nukw X fI am X pultwa’ 'Y, nel

claq foountain ctaqeae  ‘'mountain goat (to appear)?
Cgoat!

saxlh Twant! sanikin  *I want!
Slncé the environments for Finél Neutralization and Vela; Spirantizeation
partially ovarlap (i.ec., in final position), they are crucually ordercd,
If leutralization were ordered bcﬁore Spirantization, it would be impossible
to tell which final consonants are affected byASPirantization. We therefore

. . ) o ., . &
assunme the ordering Veler Pplrantization followed by F1nal~xleutra_.lization:J

sazk 'want'! : sakh ‘fgrizzlyf?
Valar Sp. : LYY saj

Final He, ‘ saxk -
There are alternatioﬁs between aspirated and unaspiratoed initial
stops in a nuabder of suffixes. Thus vwe have:
Mikethl ‘filike, invisible?
Jef{t:  'Jeff, invisible!
saxkikhi ‘'wants, 3rd person, gone!.
oqfweski 'believes,“subordinatcd, 3rd perscn, gone?
Thess alternations seem to be the result of a quite gencral rule chich.
deasplirates the stops in the i{mmediate environment of spirants,
| This rule, which we call Deaspirétien, interacts with a rule
postuiated by Boas (1947) which turns gg into che An éxample fron Ziiiﬁlﬁ

for this rule of Affrication is the following:

Cipigt ’gfizzly@

amfas s sax base fomm kwith conmactive £
ontach salh Affrication

oxtac saj ' Yelar 3ne and final le,

s ¥



LEfrication and Deasplration can be seen in the alternations of the secceond

person suffix -sy:
lasu  Auxiliary + su
kK'uchu [fhegative k'us ¢ su cf. kfusu =mieg, *-u 3 p/ vié.
ekhinnviancu fyou are pretty!?

- The derivation of the last item ic as follous!

ekhinxvliaxs < su

skhinxviaschu Affricotion
evalnxyiaicu Leaspiration -

Spirantizatlon of velars before other consonants occurs in the
southern dialects alsce (Boas 1647). Ve have shown that the rule must be

ordered before Final Heutralizaition, a rule

P

or collectlon of rules) vihieh

is soumon to all the Rwalilutl languages, If Ya'lsla’s more general rule of
Velér Spirantization is an innovation, then we have a case of synchronic crdering
which does not reflect historical ordering. If the rule spread in the other

direction, then we have an interesting case of change by speclalization, that

i a rule which became less general as it spread.
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“Ya do nob know whebher the underlying form Jor this suffiun  is

-

e

aspirated oy not, since ve have [ound it so far only in final position,

&

he dacision is inetriecably bound uon wirh degisions as to the
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underivim syaten of Yatisla concononts and the theory of markedneses, It
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seens likely thot both rules will be needed and that both are euncmnlas of

universal rvules, e have yvocoxdad one

if genuine, will tend to shov the necessity for a geneval devoicing rule. (n
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other hand, speaters Wwill noroally het osnirate final stons, but 1f gsied to

repeat the ending distinetly il

the





