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1l. Mainland Comox is a Coast Salish language spoken by approximately
five or six hundred members of the Sliammon, Klahuse, and Homalco bands
of British Columbia. The oldest speaker is ninety-six years oldj; the
youngest is under five. Everyone over thirty speaks the language and
many people over twenty were monolingual in it until age seven, when they
went away to boarding school. In recent years there has been greater
contact with the surrounding English-speaking community and local schoaling
has become common, as has television. Consequently, individuals under
twenty vary in their knowledge of the language from fluency to under-
standing only some items of the wvocabulary.

The pronunciation rules of the language vary with age. Although
the insights of younger speakers have been invaluable, the phonetic
representations in this paper have been standardised to reflect the
pronunciation of older female informants. However, the nonphonetic
forms of words cited herein are valid for all age levels,

2. Within the sample of the Mainland Comox population which provided
data for this paper, a marked difference was noted between the speech of
men and that of women in two respects.

2.1. Women employ horizontal lip rounding, with concomitant lip protrusion.
Men employ vertical 1lip rounding, with the consequence of an absenée

of lip protrusion. The resulting impression is almost that men don't

move their 1lips.



2.2. Women pronounce the glottal stop as a stop and glottalised stops
as ejectives.

Men pronounce the glottal stop as stﬁdl in the environments vV_V
and V_C and pronounce the glottalised consonants, especilally /ﬁ/,
somewhat weaker than ejective. Furthermore, one older man states an
analogy between the glottalised stops of Mainland Comox and the voiced
stops of English.

3.1. The following consonants are phonemic:
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The features2 listed are not sufficient to distinguish all of the
various consonants from one another, but they do delimit enough natural
classes to form a basis for the discussion in this paper. As an example
of a natural class, the specification of both /&/ and /k/ as nonback
describes the palatalisation of /k/, /k/, and /9.3 '

3.2. There are four phonemic vowels /i & u a/ with length distinctive.

At the phonetic level, an inventory of 13 vowels is used, closely approx-

imating that used in Sapir (1915): 3




A long vowel is indicated by a colon (e.g. [pa:pim] ~ [DHa:dem]
'working'). A half-long vowel is indicated by a raised period (e.g.
[7éla‘ws78] 'turnips'). Afterglides are indicated by the raised letters
rwyhy (e.qg. [x"amna&™] 'root', [pf&Y¥ul 'basket'). Peppet vowels are
indicated by the raised letters [®], [Y], etc. (e.g. [ji:ﬁwu{hl
'rubbing')(see Boas, 1916). Where necessary for clarity, syllable
boundaries are marked by a period (e.qg. [k"am.na&™]).

4. There are four phonological features in which Mainland Comox is
unlike other Salish languages but similar to Wakashan languages. The
first two are innovations probably as a result of extended contact with
the neighbouring Kwakiutl. The second two appear to be retentions of

earlier Salish features, apparantly under Kwakiutl influence.

4.1. In most Salish languages initial clusters of three, four, or more
consonants are common. However, in Mainland Comox only two words
were recorded with initial consonant clusters, and these two seem

to be recent borrowings from other Salish languages (see 4.2.).4

4.2. Probably as a result of having no initial consonant clusters,
Mainland Comox lacks an s= nominaliser prefix at the word level.

Only two forms have been recorded with it:

peq séiajen [pag s&énjin]l  'weasel!
sk®i&i [sk"1&i] 'bothersome, noisy'
cf. k°%ik°i&i [k"ikWi&i] 'bothering'

4.3. In Mainland Comox the phoneme /A/ occurs frequently, while in other
Salish languages known to me X is not a phoneme. The phonemic status
of /A/ is attested by the following contrasts:

Aagem [Aagam] 'grass'

2adom [243Am] "to wait'

ok [mﬂi] 'the water's calm!'

poX [pAR] *plucked bare (e.g. a duck
5 3 or a hillside)!

col [cf2] 'rain'

Resem [AAszm] 'hit with fist, punch'
Aatsem [R42s2m] 'physically strong!

It is interesting to note that Swadesh (1952) lists /X/ among the
Proto-Salish phonemes. Many instances of /A/ in Mainland Comox will
most likely prove to occur in words borrowed from Kwakiutl; however,
the following two forms appear to be retentions of Salish etyma:



xi°g® [Xé°qhw3 'fish meat! ’
compare Musqueam /s3ig®/ 'meat' (Elmendorf 1962)

Aux®t [x6xMe) "to spit!

compare Cowichan /iX%5%ica/ 'to spit' (Kava 1969)

4.4. Swadesh (1952) writes, "There is no Salish language, with the excep-
tion of Tillamook, in which h is a common phoneme" (p 236). The
phoneme /h/ is common in Mainland Comox and it also occurs in syllable

final position, which has not been reported for other Coast Salish

languages.

tah [tan] '‘mother (vocative)!
mah [man] 'father (vocative)!
pah [Dan] 'Raven (mythical name)'
gaht [gaht] 'to 1ift something!'
tih [ti-] ~ [tin] *large, big’
?ahsSen  [?4hsSin] ~ [?&x31n] 'sore foot'

S. The most conspicuous morphophonemic alternation in Mainland Comox

1s that of the high voiced5 stops with their homorganic glides.

The voiced velar stop alternates with the velar semivowel:

qiw [qéw] '‘Deer (mythical name)'
gige® [gégne] 'deer’
The voiced palatal stop alternates with the palatal semivowel:
%aiay [iéiay] 'old, aged!
%aiaju& [%éiajui] 'the former/deceased old
person/people’

The rule could be stated that the stop occurs before a vowel, the

semivowel word finally or before a consonant, as in the set of forms:
¥ 7 v h
[36%"nt"]

JuxZst Jox"nt 'to vomit!

JuYux®st [jﬁ}oiWath] 'vomiting'

Juyx®st [jﬁyiﬁnth] 'trying to vomit'
except for the existence of the form

JuyxCot [3aY%"nt™] 'vomiting a little bit!

which is possibly a recent innovation in the language, historically
speaking, but which complicates the synchronic description.

That it is the voiced stops that alternate with the semivowels,
and not vice versa, is shown by the facts that (1) wherever possible,6
J and g alternate, whereas there are instances of y and w which do not
alternate (2) the segments y and w do occur before vowels, for example:

wol® [whle] 'bullfrog'

yamey [iamayl - Tiamay] 'penis'



6. Betwsen a high nonback obstruent and /a/ a nonphonemic glide
is inserted:

Siasem [8Y% sAm] 'to sneak'

Jiasui [J¥8sa2] ~ [Jiesni] t'yesterday!

Cia [&¥g] 'where?'

Siam [&¥4m?] ~ [&Yg2m] Thow? !

O Vv e 4 v
x%6? Eiames [xwi&éamas] ~ [x"1&&amas]

'he will/can/could not do it; it will/can/could not happer

&ianow [ééAnnw] *dog’

kiapu [kyépo] 'coat!
”’ . -

totkiawes [t&tkY awus] 'winking'

As can be seen from the above, the left hand column is not written
phonemically but in a notation that includes the nonphonemic glide and
glottalised resonants. From the transcription in the left hand column
the phonetic level can be determined in a one-step operation.

It should be noted that monosyllabic words containing ia (e.g. $ia?t
[8Y472t] thigh') are classified as containing "one and a half syllables"
by the one informant who has mentioned syllables. Likewise, he classifies

éianew as having "two and a half syllables".

7. The citation form of Mainland Comox verbs is the perfective aspect,
which is glossed herein as the English infinitive. The perfective aspect
is opposed to the imperfective aspect, glossed hereing as the English
gerund form. Almost all7 verbs form their imperfectives by initial clvl—

reduplication. For example:

hasem [hasam] ~ [x&sam] 'to sneeze!
hahasem  [h&hasam] ~ [xaxasam] !'sneezing'
¥iad®em [¥¥8 & Yam] 'to sweat!
jiaYia&®em [ ¥¥3 ¥Y% &"am] 'sweating'
oidem [e8d m] tto dig!'
eieidom [08esd m] "digging!
Juest [ﬁﬁ@nth3 | ito push (it):
Jujueest [5ﬁju®nth] 'pushing (it)’
After Clvl— reduplication, some verbs undergo syncope of the stem
vowel:
gahem [gah(?)am] 'to 1lift (object unspecified)!
gagha”am [gagha?am] '1ifting’
penem [pAn(?)aml 'to plant’
popna®am [pApna?am] 'planting’
tok t [ e6kWe ) 'to pull (it)’

Lottt [t#tkVa®am] - [tAtk"a”am] 'pulling (object unsp.)'



nasSem
nonSom
yomam
yoyma?am

go&®en
gowd®a?am
iai

ieyi
Joges
Joyqe$
Yokt
Yoyk®t

The resultive aspect9

?ax0®
?axie
socem
soCim
tolket
torik
Aep
iipams
iipeée
ipiws
tol
ta?git
ral
¥a?git
}a?gitée
xuxCt
Aux®it
JuxZst
Jux®it
tayoS
tayt
layit
Tupit

JAYOWS

yayoegis

[(n&Enstm]

[nTsSim]

[yEmam]

[yi:ma?am]

[g¥d"Vzm]

[gti: §"a%am]

[3y14]
[¥4:%]

[YAqe™8] ~ [Jéqels]

[¥1:qe™5]
[36EWULR]
[ii:iWIftn]

KESTCY
[?&xce]
[sfcim]
[stéi*m]
[EA1ZYALD]
[LA1zY™)
[iﬂph3
[iépzms]
[Répzdnl
[iépews]
[tiw?]
[ta?git]

[2aw?] ~ [24%v]

[247git]
[&é7g1'éA]
[x6xMeh)
[x63x"et™]
[¥63x%nt"]
[Yox"et™]
[2ayis]

~ [nAnsSzm]

'to swim!'
'swimming'
'to kick!
'kicking!

And if the initial consonant is ] or g, after syncope it comes to
R . . 8
stand before a consonant and becomes its homorganic semivowel :

'to drag (obj. unspecified)'
'dragging’

'to run'

frunning'

'to crawl'

tcrawling'

'to rub (it)*

trubbing (it)’

of a word is formed by the addition of /i/:

'to lie down'

'to be lying down'

'to itch!

'itchy!

'to make a hole in something'
'a hole'

'deep'!

'under it!

'woman's slip; underblanket!
'man's undershirt’
'ice!

'it's frozen'

'to leave!

'he got away'

'naked’

'to spit!

'spittle!

'to vomit!

'vomit!

'to come towards shore'
'to land!

'he has landed!?

tit's peeled off (e.g. the
skin or a blanket)'
'tired!

'tired out!



9. In this section some of the conditioning environments for the

allophones of the vowels are given.

It will be noted that there is

overlapping in the allophonic range of the vowel phonemes, an analysis
that is acceptable within the theory of autonomous phonology so long

as the added criterion of invariance is not imposed. For example, the

phone [g] following a palatal obstruent plus [Y] must be assigned to
/a/, whereas the phone [e] following a glottalised stop must be assigned

to /i/.

9.1. The vowel /i/ is realised

(a) as [e] next to a glottalised stop:

kiikik
titid
ﬁoin
%in
v, 9
xXig
bid
Giéem

[%4: ket Y]
ééész ]
[k"&n

[%én]

LX’ 9h1
[&d]
[e&d4am]

‘crow!

fmud’

'how much? how many??
'barbecued fish'
'iron, steel!

'wide'

'to dig!

(b) as [e] between /?/ and a nonglottalised anterior consonant:

Ai7q°
?il&ey
?itten
?imes
mi?in
©i%?es
ti%s

?s ti%s

[x&2q™™]
[?7&1&Ay]
[?&%tzn]
[?&mas]
[mé?en]
[eg?en]

[tg?e] ~ [t&?1]

[on t&2¢]

(c) as [el after a nonhigh consonant:

iipiws
gi?iws
gige®
togit
©iwliten
?i%2Yem
hiwteownes

[%épewsl
[giews]
Lqégne]
[tAqet™
[eéweetzn]
[?&?aYzm]
[héwtawnzs]

(d) as [i] after a high consonant:

gi?iws

ki

1017

[gi%?ews]
(k"4
(k427

'fish meat?

‘meat or clams dried out
over a fire'?
'to eat; food'

'to walk!
fcarrots'
'she'!
'here'

tet ceterat

'man's undershirt!
*the whole body®
'deer’

'closed’

'table’

'voung woman'
*front tooth'

'the whole body'
'already'
‘morrow’



w

C.wv, O.
isk

¢

kikye

wiwlus

W

v

[e18kV1s]
[kix?.ye]
[wiw®los]

i

*bluejay!’
fa bugt

Yyvoung man’

9.2. The long vowel /i:/ is realised
(a2) as [eyl after a glottalised consonant or a nonhigh back consonant:
7. .4 s .
giid [géyc] "twisted cedar bark rope!
titgiiquil [tétgeygui] 'foal!
cf. tigiw [tegew] thorse!
(b) wvaries between lLey] and [i:] after a low consonant
?ii [?ey(?)] ~ [?5:(?)] ‘'good’
?iimut [?éymut] ~ [?i:mut]  ‘very good!
and if the sequence 1y can be considered equivalent to ii, the
following form can be included here:
hiyumn Théyum?] ~ [hiyum®?] ~ They(?m] ~ [hiyv(G?m]
Seagullf
if not, this form can be included under 2.l.c above.
(¢) as [i:] elsewhere:
tii%e Cti:7x] ‘richt here'
siifet [si:lxt] 'to toss, throw underhand'
5.3. The vowel /o/ is realised
(a) as [e] after a palatal in syllable final position:
?2a?Yo [?873=] ‘nice!
?aye [?ayel ‘house'!
CoJo [eEyed ‘grandmother!
N4 v v . ¢ v
cacyo LCICYER] aranny
(k) =as Lel af+er a palatal and before a glottal stop and under stress:
%SF 7aya”® [?ayve?] *house'
v v o Ve W ’,,(.,-g N _ t
cocCye [¢icye granny
(c) as [1] after a palatal and not in syllable final position:
neonsem [nEnsim] *swimming'
L %
macen [macinl 'louse!
4 g .
Col [ciz] 'to rain'
ja% [ji%] "to run'
Catom [¢fz.2m] 'to dance'
yomem [yIm.Am] "to kick!'
(d) as [z] between two palatals if at least one i1s glottalised:
' I s
yac Lyic] rfull (e.g. a bucket)!
{3 {03 . '
¢oci [&£&Te] 'raining!



~~
[t
~os

v v

Cceciom
Coyluy
Calyo
yoyma?am
Yoyh
39yﬁ0a7am

(f) as [ul between two high consonants if at
s Wu h
t]

YoCt

o
gowd~a?am

as [iJ between two palatals:

[cicizm]

[cl:duy?]

vawv -
[cicye]

[vi:ma?am]

34
[yi:2"

!

ak

’"Y
TeA]

a?am]

[gt:4"a%am]

'dancing'
tchildren!
‘granny’
'kicking'
frunning’

'rubbing!

least one is round:
tto rub (it)!

'dragging!

(g) as [r] between two consonants if one is high, one nonhigh, and

least one is round:
o)
gad“t
o)
gux am
o)
X 98
9
gawom

éaﬁoem

{(h) as Ln] after a nonhigh consorant and before a high round consonant:

tihswnas
. o)
tihswnex
o)
mamak "t
o
paw?k
o o
awak

9 9 v
gapowc

(i) as [A] next to a low or

3o”amen
%e9aman
sod
? 9
pag
paq
&O’v
ayX
megsen

[gb& "]

LW
[ glx "]

[x"s]

[gd?wwrml

] W
[ &6k Yrm]

-
'

[tihawnzs]

O
CTeihawnux |

hw, h

[m;\mnk C j

[phn?k W]

[2awrk

}’IVJ]

[Eapawd]

[2A%amzn]
[iﬂ9am§n]
[sAd™]

[5A&P]

[pﬁqh]
[4"Ay?%x] ~ [§"A?1x]

[mAgsan] ~

[mAgszn]

'to drag (it)!

'to bark (e.g. a dog)®
'black?

leye'

tto wipe'

'big tooth!

'big swell/wave'
'eating!

'round like an egg'
'tobacco®

'I'm busy'

nonhigh back consonant:

'Sliammon (adj.)’
'Lund (place name)'
'cracked, split; half'
'smoke

'white!

'wood!

"hose!

(3) wvaries between [A] and [#] between two nonglottalised anterior

consonants:

sosqgnac [sAs
Siasem [s
y ?
gemten Ko

o ’
X 8?¢ namen

~ [sfsq’nad

[ Y4 szm]
[l&mtzn]
na?manl

na?men

~

h]

'towing!
'to sneak'

'breast (nipple?)’

'T'm not like that!

at



corisonants:
'wiping?

'throwing overhend'’

'throw overhand, pitch’
*winking'?

nonpalatal:

'to speak/talk; word'
'a root!

*large genitals?
'both eyes large!
'that's right/correct!
Twhat??

tfather?

‘mother!

*to sneeze’

fit's snowing'

'%O W /1,1‘C’

word final positiong

twhere?!

'upwards'

'highj;

"sneaking!

sky!

*belly upf

fcousin?

*small tooth?!

monosyllabic word:

thow?!

'jam (to spread on bread)'

after /&/ or /é/ in a polysyllabic word:

(x) as [®, between two glottalised anterior
J O 39 W -
lolk~a%am (&£ a%am]

b j R4 -9 r
¢ogga’am [&2sda?an]
- r? .
cf. Gadom [cadam]
). r
éat iawss ] £14Y awus )]

9.4, The vowel /a/ is realised as [a] after a

o r Ws 4
q ay Lq d]'

el v vh
k “amnad MY amn ad ™)

s . ho
tihag Ltinhag
tithawos [tithawws]

’ —
namn nam?] ~ [na?m]
tam ti 0]
man E in}
tan Ctan]
haseom [has=zm]
O (o
?a?ax [?8%ax ]
b 9 L s,
papemn [pap=ml ~ [papem]

9.5, The se glonte la 15 realised

(2) as [¥ after a palatal obstruent and in
Sia redg]

Vo v - v/ -
$ia® [2Yg] ~ [2Y%2]

() lsewhere as [Yo] after /3/:
gia%t [EY42¢]
SiasSiasen [8Y4 %Y e sam]

v . VY Vh’!
Sla7£ac [EY428a8"]

(c) elsewnere as (%] ~ [i®] after /3/:

- . r
JiaJia [¥Y4¥Yel ~ [¥ie¥Ye]
YoYianses [YfYYenzs] ~ [JfJizn=

(d) elsewhere as [Ye] after /&/ in a

N 9 v
Giam [cyé?mE
ciaam [Vy':

(e) elsewhere as [en]

Cialos [&eAlnas]
v . (o] v 2 o]
c¢ilianax [Ceanax]
L. c1, .
c¢ianaw [céanaw]

9.6. The long vowel /a:/ is realised as [a:]
7“ 9 r?; 9 T r‘71.’ <
paapem [pa:peEm] ~ [pa:psm]
wawXaasu 3]

v
wAaXa s

"three!
‘three times'®

*dog!

after a nonpalatal:

'working'
"baby waXss'

famall Fraco wi+th a 1TnanA

.
riraf
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9.7. The vowel /u/ is realised

. (a) as [ul next to a high consonant and not next to a low consonant-
or a uvular:
JuJux©et Zﬁﬁ}oi?ﬂth] *vomiting!
guguxem [¢%%g ux"am] 'barking’
1uk® [ 20" tto £ly!
x ums & [x“tmr&] *skin of human or salmon'!
Suy [&hy?] *child, young’ '
(b) as [o] next to a nonhigh consonant and not next to a high consonant:
&Oué [4°6&] 'waterlogged wood'
q uhey rg°62may] *snow on ground; age ("snow
year" ) ?
q%adomuston [q"48rmost=n] taspirint
Tuimu?m 262" mo?m] 'littleneck clam!
g upem [q”bpam] thairy’
1ud® Ciééhw} 'clear weather'
bux® [hox°] 'a stink!
qoeius [c"a210s] - [g"Al%0s] 'be facing toward!
wawXaasul [whwXa:soi] 'baby waXes'
?ayhus : [?ayhos] ‘sea serpent (type of spirit
¥

%uxCuz [%°6%°02] 'long ago' power)

9.8. The long vowel /u:/ is realised

(a) as [o:] next to uvular or a low consonant and not next to a high

consonante

ﬁuuqo [tﬁ:qhw} 'Squirrel Cove (place name)'
?uup [?6:ph] ‘the island at Church House!
%%uuxui [¥°6:%%02] 'long long ago!

(b) as [u:] elsewhere:
zuuiuk® [20:2ukD] "flying!
%%uunut [%°G:not] 'porpoise’
2uuk® [20:27%] Tallt



FOOTNOTES

1. H. J. Uldall (1933, p ix) symbolises stgd with a raised comma,

stating:

* is in most people's pronunciation a glottal rollj
only when special emphasis is required 1t is
pronounced as a real stop. It is pronounced
simultaneously with the latter part of the sound
indicated by the preceding letter; thus, in gﬂg
the latter part of the e is ﬂronounvpd w1th
glottal roll, while in fgm’ fhe glottal action
is applied to m.

Using this convention, the following words would be transcribed in

men's speech as: sa%?ma [e2mal tussel !
ma?na [md' nal 'son, daughter!
Ai?om T£L Am] 'cockle!
xi?¢® [Ké’qhw} "Ffish meat!’
2. The feature round includes the traditional terms labial and round.

Anterior means at or in front of the alveoclar ridge. Coronal means apical
or laminal. The features high, low, and back refer tc the body of the

tongue and not to the tip or blade.

3. Swadesh writes, "Comox and Bella Coola share with Kwakiutl, theilr
common neilghbor, a fronted pronunciation of k sounds, giving a y-like
timbre to k and g,..." (1952, p 247). This palatalisation is also

-

reflected in Sapir's transcription (1915). Examples of all three velar

stops would be: Loiket {%ﬁliyAthE "to drill a hole?
kikys [edr? .ye] ‘a bug!'
ge i Tg¥ryil ‘ground, earth; place!’

4. The form [qnté:7abas] 'wooden ball for a game', recorded by Sapir
(1915), was not recognised by any Mainland Comox speakers. The form
[ip1:7éa3 'vellow cedar bark blanket' is probably the same as iigsée
fiépEéA] ‘underblanket; woman's slip’

5. Sapir (1215) also recorded b and d as stop variants of m and n.
Today, this is rare and restricted to the oldest speakers, who seem

to consider such a pronunciation deviant. For example, if one pronovunces
mo Jo® 'meat' or Yanes Ttooth' as [bAJae]l or [Jfdzs], he immediately
corrects himself. However, the stops b and d do occasionally occur in
allegro delivery of traditional tales.

6. It has not been possible to elicit illustrative paradigms of some
lexical items, for example the word gst {g&th] *who? ¥



7. Exceptions to this rule are:
siifot [si:tzt™] 'to throw, toss underhand!’
sesiifst [sési:%&t?] *tossing®
¢adom [&&4am] ‘to throw overhand, pitch!
tolda”am [¢£L4a?am] "pitching!
2uk® [20k"] 'to fly!
2uutuk® [30:2uk™] "flying'
bapam [pap=Em] "to work'
paapem [p&:pzm] *working
gosem [gAszm] 'to laugh/smile"
gasgesem [gasgnasEm] 'smiling; lots of smiles'
Aaget Exéthb] 'to whisper to someone!
Aaghagst [Xéqxanth] 'whispering to someone!
Lowdem T Lawdam] 'to cough!
towltowdem [ Lawbawdam] *coughing?
hayism [hayizm] 'to flirt!
hayhaytem [hayhayism] 'flirting?’
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It should also be noted that in Mainland Comox, as in other Coast
Salish languages, there is no formal distinction between nominal roots

and verbal roots: any root can take a wide variety of affixes.

8. This is also true of another aspect, which has been noted in two

verbs so far but is unnamed:
B

Juxst [y6x"nt "to vomit!*

Juyx©st [jﬁy§Wnth] "trying to vomit!
Juest [jﬁaAth] ‘to push (it)?

Juyest [}ﬁyeAth] 'trying to push (it)?

The form Yul%®et 'vomiting a little' is not imperfective but

attenuative.

9. For a previous usage of this term, see Thompson and Thompson (in

press), page 45.
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