BELLA COOLA ETYMOLOGIES

5 hetween Bella Coola

.

"In this report we consider similaritie
(Be) roots and roots in other Salish (Sal) languages: Shuswan (Sh), Lillooet
{(I11), Thomoson (Th), Kalispel (Xu), Coeur d'Alene (Cd), Puget Sound (Pu),

Cowichan (Cw), Squamish (Sq) and Sechelt (Se).
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/h/ occurs rarely and is mostly found in leoan werds: yanahu *turnips" (Chi-

~1n00k ).

The following data must be taken into account:
a) in Be /q/. /q°/ have often coincided with /¥/, /X°/ and in some cases

alternate with the latter: Bc maa¥sa "nose" - Se magsan id,, niikX® "fire®
.;5.

{ nu~7ii%®) ~ Sg hi%a®; y»q® id., Bc qinX "shoe" - giging® "iitle shoe",
, Lx4 -
Be ?ass-1iq® "crown of head® - cw-iix® "gray hair! ;
%)  in many instances velars and uvulars have been delabialized: Be tixcs

"tongue" - Se tix‘°cal id.,, Bc Xs "fat" - Sq ¥°as "be fat";
*

9 9
c) n has usually changed to /a/ in Auslaut: Amsta "person® - Se Xdnstan
o
, .
uhouse® (cf. Latin dom-inus). Before vowels /n/ is retzined: "mimstni "small

person',

. r

If we are dealing with a-c, we consider the correspondence regulsr. %e esta-

blish irregular correspondences, if:

©

d) - proto-Sal /1/ is in Bec revresented by /y/: Be oreserves the l-y distinc-
tion: thus, mayas "racccon" does not reguk rly corresvond to Cvw mdlas id.;
5 : I . .
e) Bc /A/ versus elsewhere /t/: A\ "dry" does not fully correspond %o

$ ? } 2N
Sq ta) "shallow®, since Sg distinguishes /A/ from /t/, as does Bc;

. 9 L] .
f) Be /X/, /X°/ versus elsevhere /q/, /q°/: Be vax-paa%X®u “cowardly" -

1i pagnsa?u?r id.;

¥*
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g) Bc velar revresents uvuiar and vice versa: Be skx "biack" - Sq qiX,

?
s%°ayX°~m "wash one's head" - Sq x°avq°-m id.;
. - -:(r

h) Be /s/ continues . /c/ and vice versa: Bc cyaa%-m "take step" - Sh

siX-xn<m "to step"; %usna "go outside - Sh 7feqe id.;




9 - s . ?I’ o s
i) ¥ has been deglottalized: l-pli "thin® - Se nivsl id.:
k) Bc lacks phoneme(s) in the roots, whers other Sal languages have these:

Be smt "mountain” - Sq smanit. Viee versa: gla "water® - Cw qa? id.

Perfect corresnondences

(1) »oxt thick Sh pledt Cd rer Ka pridt Sq vad-, viuk ., Ly Ph\\'
’: . . . l" .
(2) pl-ik-m capsize Sh pll-n-s "he turns it upside down" Li pelpul “capsize"
? $
Th n-pUvitsn Vcavsize". Cf, Sh plk-~em "roll sth. over" (¢ pele "tur
) s g ' ,2 ot ‘
fiat things over" ¥a pelc "turn"  Sq placm snsx®il R4urnover cance®

$
wide Se vig id.

4l .

(3) ot
(it} ous grow , pus-m swell up Cd nu”us Yswell, bubble,; ferment®

' ! a ; ’ . .
(5) ouk come Sh pui-m Memerge from wood"  Sh c-put-m Ycome in from hunting

W

s 9 . .2 . , : ,
trin" Cd put "come to an end" & puren "arrive at the end of sth.n

-

5 s 8 ‘ A P .
(6) owi halibut  Sq puay "black-dotted flounder"  Kwakiutl po?i "halibut!
(7) °mt sit , ?amat where it's been put  Sg ’mut “assume sitting vosition®

Thoc-mut "be sitting", “mut "sit down" Cw ?5mat "sit® C3 ®em “one dits"

Ka 7omit ".'*. be at home"

b N I ) s . . 5? LY ?,
(8) mncrta . pus  Li mdeor 58 wsew.  So micul  Cw micoh  Sh machiit
!, V
€2 macuirt
H .
(§) mnk excrements Sh mnek Ka mned  Kwakiutl msnak
. a ’ ’S’
(1o) mna child Sq man  Cw mins
(11) man father Sq man Cw men
(12) mal-ii%° mix Sg mil-, mal- "be mixed uo" , mal-q® "oe mixedh
’ i ’ . .

(13) milix® Indian tobacco Cd milx® "smoke Lobacco'  Sh s-menx "Indian,

! " . ‘o . ' '

tobacco L) s-menx 'Ploceo

(1) mu fishtran  Sh mu?

(15) mus four Sh mus Cd/Ks mus Pu bmas Klembu mtx®
(16) mus-a feel, touch  Sh mus-m "feel" Cd mus "feel about!




(17)

(18)
(19)
(20)
(21)

(72)

~~ Pamn Y
[\ N
oW
e

(25)
(26)
(27)
(28)
(29)

(30)
{31)
(32)
(33)
(3L
(35)
(36)
(37)

(39)
(ho)

- -

mui-m dive  Sq muy "submerge, flood over" , msv "sink®  Sh mul- igip"

’ L4
Cd mul *dip vp" Ka mul "go and fetch water", msl "to floog" G muwl-un
° ° oy of L ‘h lw'tw ’
muk® red Se k®sm  SH k°mk°im  Cw ck®im wreallia

4 7
nu-tplg turn inside out  Sh c-x-pleqg "inside ocut"
’ ? ' ’ ) .
tq go to shore  Sh tegq-m "to cross" , teg-t "land on other side®

y s
tam-cla make a basket (cla "basket") Sg ta’-s "make, construci

° 4 b4
s-tam-ks what? Cw stem Sg s-tam, tam- Sh s-tém-i? Cd s-tim

a
. ? A s
Ka stem (& stew

s-tan mother Se tan Cw ten
o

tiix

[

hit target  8g t2X° "settlad®  Sh tu¥“- “straight, right®

$ 14
s~tls. high cranberry Se t3ls

: . ’ _,.N .
tx®~unx®-ulmx-ta broom , tx° sweep Li Ax°éyluotn “broom!

. v

b3 $ ¥ .
tX°ux  six Cw tXem  Sg ta¥m-airBi? "sixtyv > , '
, ; - ( ’ Li §-Xenwn ‘Ash-skin
y b .
s-twin hide Sh tenwn "skin of fish"  s-tnw--dye "oat' (zool.) U j
" v > »
s , , . s—}an-wewy
ck’~m pull out Cw ©k°st "pull" , @k“sle? “tug-of-war" ‘bat'

cf. Be ck? “"heavy"  Sq cak®-n "tug, pull"  Sh ck®-um "pull"
06 cek® "drag, pull® Ks Tox "to dragh Li cak® 'fo pulR’
cactaw-1p cedar> Li 5etew—e% (Be ~\p "tree!, Li'~eé id.)
cak® long  Cw cak® "far!

cak® straight  Musqueam s020{%°  Lj \':"‘72? ’W““"'ﬁMi_'

- - [ 4 !
cituma sieep Se ?{tutam Cw ?{tast

3¢

4 o A . v - . . v
cut say Sh cut Sqgcut Ka cu (NB Sh cui “want") Li cut o 911'
14
e( )kt arrive Sh kic-n-s “reach sb., visit!

’ U S 4
cla basket Li ¢p18? Th civa

,‘ 3 k3 , . ’ ’
cima intestines  Sh s-cm-enk "tripe, guts" y s-cem "fishbone" , s-csm-gin

. . , 3 > ’ ? ’
"brain"  Sq s-msc-algn "brain" Cw sgam? "hone®  Cd s-cam "fishbone®

- P 9 .. . ; > ? k
.Ka s-com "f{ishbone" Li sS-cwm-en

Zam-1gne? Shish - shutl’

N » I I ’
s-ci-cx°-atwala-\p snowberry , c¥X° white Sg c3%°cs¥° id, , ea%° “"wash"

- ’

.,
Cw ¢X°at "wash®

) . o . .V ) . . U—Q'
soyu auklet  Sh spyu? "bird" Ly sp¥Tw am 1w

b4 ? 2
so  hit Sh sp-em Ka svp
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{(h7)
{L8)
(49)
(50)
{51)

{52)

(53)

(sh)
(55

{5R)
{60)
(61)°

{62)
(63)
(6h)
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sou fart  Sh sou?  Li » w? Mo feoct

o

¥..n3 s re J " " s aaX Mt " il
nu~sx-als scrave a hide. Sq saXan "scrave Pu sax "ciear, scrape
Sh seX- “scrape"

'o s ¥ P . ’
sq° fly, jump Se Sag Li seq
. . . : L . . N
sis(s)i uncle Sq sisi? Sh sise? "mother's brother? Cd sssi? "mobher!
J v \ ¢
brother" Ui 3isqe? ‘wmmcle

. - > o\ 3 'S
sutl winter Li Sutik Se suti® Sg s0tié Cw sasatac
5 $ 9 14
suk-ta sail, %a-suk to blow  Sh suk®-t- "get blown away” (Cd suk®

*float with current"
9 . I . . ’
3 hd L () ’ Lvl. n‘;k’,-:n }ncu."t

nik-aax-m hay, cut grass Sh nik-m "to cut®

v

s - . .2 . ,
s=-Ax-usmal hail Sh s-ta%° —tgx ~1 ilse cf. BP s=-Ax tsparkh

s 3 9 N
raan® fobacco  Sg s~Aig®-m "smoke" Sh %»q"utnm “to smokeM

4 vo '0 9v° o ° . ,,vg b4 va .. ’Vo» . pos e
2ax® hard Sq isx Se Asq Li Aag”=kag®-m Cfs Be stax® *difficult®

ofe

.

. ‘ y b4
Anus, dwaas- two ( \nws, A\wns) Sq %dnus Li lewnwes
AX°~m run away  Sh A\X°-up "escave, get away" Cd 2aX®p "escape”
®
Ka 2¥°uc "escave® , AoX® "hole®  Sh AX®~ "pass sth. through a hole™
Cf. Be AX°t "go through a hole"
AX°ta  to spit  Sg \aX°~ Cw AX‘at
4 Y ' l, . -I,
Aags edible seaweed Se \agsta  Sg A5gas

i
7

nu-laX-1% clear water Sh x-15%-1iX "clean, clear (of water)", le¥ "ming®

a7 » W . . /
1x1ix "sober® L} lza}‘ax- ‘swant ' .

“
.

v 3 3
7al-1ik full Sq ys¢ Se 1s¢

KAi-  fall = Bh kii-, kA~ "come off, come avart, te released", ki-ekst-mn-
» . . » X . z '
"droo, let get  Cd éel Msenmarate, divorce, part" Ui ea¥sn 'fotake apasil
¥
klax°;’muskrat Sh s-k1éx°e?  Th skaksléx®e? Cd célex®  Kwakiutl kslik
Li s-kakléx~ , s
kikva grandnofher Sh kye®e Ca cqcpva' maternal id." Th keze
7’ g
, Gi Lz k&ze?, du‘ZL , kitkwe? ‘gtandmotion ' | c}'k\’ng7 Y uaetiey’
kma bite Sq cqm

$
k°1 hot  Sh c-k®el "warmed up" Cd kel 'be hot, sunny, warm®

kul-t borrow Sq k"wAn _ Sh k®3\en  Ka k®uin Cd k®ux , k°ul "lend"
Wi kGken "hld’, ki finmin h tamewr

o

. " N 2 . v ~ . B
k°uk®pi grandfzther Sh k®ik°p? achief! Sq k°Upic "elder sibling®

L, k&.k“‘;i 7 e £
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(82}

(83)
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?snu~k“na  to aim  Sq k°n-us
LI o o 2 ) . ? o, I
k®la belly Sqg k®al "stomach’ Se k®ala. C@/k°®31%5
. . e > 3 )
¥1i venis Cw 53ls - Sq 35l
d
v e " ¢ . .
x%aax®i light of weight Se x°{x°x®a Sq ?a%x"a , Lix~e x|
X Py » - -~ . . ' . 7 \
x°ul-x°ul-m firedriil Sh x®ul-m "rub fire" , x®ulokp "match" , x“ul-ke
“firedrill® Cd x°ul bore hole"  Sg Suy- "make holes with awl , Sayésp
"firedrill® Cf. Bc x°1-x°1-m "wrestle"  Sh x°1~ "turn, spin'
, Lixdlun T e o hele’, A 25| wate’ L 1re L st wi@Qour
x°uk- tc Wathe Sg suk°-um

gm-gu-i soft  Sh gm-gem~t "lukewarm, cooled-off, gentle"

0

5 V- s
glugs eye Se gdium Sq gqlum  Cw galam

. . By - L] . - { .
qigti Tbaby, toddler Se qa2ti "youngest -child" (= giqti) Cw geq
) ol o ’ ‘o © S (QW-?U:.‘
guluwun beaver Sg sglaw’ Sh sglew Ka sgele®u L S-S
s-a®up-uc beard Se g°Up-icin
f : ¢ .

q°uc~ wash  Sh gq°ic-m "wash laundry"

s-q°ur bee, wasp Sh s-q°u’At "wasp, yellow jacket" Ka sqi?ur

e}
FOAN

s
o uluimzi®n  strawberry Ii $c°sléo

for - 4 w

H Ty
¢gla¥ Tfence Sh gis%~ "round" Sq gid%an "fence, stockade" .Iji gleX

(&}

$ w~ #
Uw aslexsctan

¥ om s Pt ’ ¢
a°litg gull 3q q°litg Cw g am
¢ s b s
q°ay~us-m put charcoal on face Sh q°iy-, q°ey- "black" Cd g°ed "be
¥ ?
black" , q°id "blacken" Ka g°ail “"blmck"
s o .00 Th o® W ! . 13 ] ot
g°umniq® skull Th gq®umgn "“head! Li g®umgn "hezd, skull Sg s-q°uray
. s ¥, ; . !
W headhair"  Ka gomgsn "skull' Ca& gomgon "head"
v Y e R L2 . : s ?
*1q~11%° change over  Sh Xlg-em "roll®  Sq ¥3lq-m "roll/fall down"
v o7 . . ’
03 x0lg® "wind string evenly" Xa %olq® "to roll!
¥ Y
xic raw Se Xic
N » .0 [s \' ’
¥X°n¥X°nm humning bird  Sh ¥°4%°na  Ka A%°%°snf :
?aosu~ blow with mouth  Sh %épse "sneeze"
- . . . v ’
7asx® seal S5q 7asx® Cw %esx° "hair seal® L1 T@Sx® ‘seal’
3

4 ’ 14
sala river canoe , 7ala build a canoe Sh tye? "(birchbark) canoet®

¢ ? Yy ¥
Cd tede? %cance"  Ka Aiyé? "bark canoe" Li lez “canoe"
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(91)
(92)
(93)

(9h)

(95)

(56)
(57)

(98)
(99)

1c0)
(101)
(ic2)
(103)
(10h)
(103)

(106)
(107)

"2ips eat Sq 7iwn Sh ?7iin Cd ?iin Ka ?iin

~ - . #n, .
"a¥%c-m 1ie dovm  Sq ?s¥ic-s "lay dowvm™. Cw 7&¥s9 "lie down"

. ~ ’, P) »
2a¥%°ut  cough Se ?a¥°it  Sq ?A%"u’n  Sh X°eX"u?  Ka AX®u?

?ay-aw- change sth. Sh ?ey- "exchange, give in return, meet"

-y £ o
Cd ?ey- "exchange, barter" Sq nsx°-?ay "exchange® Se %ayiw-at

"change stho"
)
7gwi~ follow Sq "awht "be behind, come after, future”

Sh ?awit "to be behing"

.

valX round Sh vel-, yal- "be wound around" ., yol-p-iix "turn.
back"  Sqg hil-it "roll" Cd yar "circular cbject rolls"
Kz yal, yel "round"

4 ozl 2 P
?ip- grab, catch Sq ?iois "to hold, grab" , “*ipa¥-im *hold on to

s . 2 : . \ . ?

sh-?imc grandchild Se %imac 13 24 2met Sh ?imc  Sg 71mac
Cw 7ima®

¥y 9
- P - ’ >
?imaznta bird!'s nest Th nzsman  Se ysmanultx*

?

»

y
. 9
"eovering surface" Cd sic Yhe blanketed® ~ice? "211 around”
9
¥ 1 b
4 Py - - -
Ka sicem "blanket" , -ice? "all around" Cw s?igem "clothing"

7isut to paddle Sg ?isun "vaddle, make strokes"

..

~

ilk JIndian rice  Sh ?elk "kinnickinnick berry™ Cg ?il

. P . . . 3 . -
s?ix°ul  illegitimate child  Sg s?iz°aXk "child, oaby"
) o e . . . Ll ve
walasya lynx Se walaksya "wild cat® Fwakivtl . walasx® "Iynx"

9 . ? s i s, .

vac aog Th wacama "4o bark" vlemtu wacsa
a8
. 14 .
wa-ke who? ( wat-ks) Cw wet  Sw s~wat 5h s-wet-i , s-wet-k
2 o - ’

Cd seg®et.  Ka suwet

91 . -- Y
Tutak  vomit Sh weltkx

’ . ~ ’ . 5 . v 4 4 3
"q° Grift downstream  Sq wug® "go downstream" Li wiq®-wug®-il

¥ ’
?icamni blanket ~-lic skin, apvesrance  Sh sicm "blanket™ , -~ice?

& "kinn.b."




Regular corresoondences (a)

(108) opuux to mould Sg pug®- Yoe mouldy®

(109) maaXsa nose Se magssn  Sq magsn . Cw m3gqsan Pu bagsad See

(110) ecii%-a dig Sq ciq "get stabbed" 5h cig-m “to dig"
Se cig- "dig" Th n-cig-m "dig a oit”

Cf. Sh/Sq cig®- "dig" Cw Qiq®éls "dig"

Ka cig taig"

?
Cf.? Ka cg~em "throw" , ck-em *hew, carve, whittle" Cd cel "thunder

2 s
Be cik vocke, stab Cw @icst "stab"
(111) sn¥ sun Sg/Li snaq®em See also 118
(112) sn¥t snot 1i Bnsgs

*
(113) n-1i%° ( nu-?ii%°®) fire , 7ii

Mo
4

-suh  build a fire 3 hi®g“/ye

Cw hay?q®
Regular corresnondences (b)

(11%) puuX to mould Sq pug®- "be meuldy" (see alsc 1o8)
(115) +tixca tongue Se tix°cal  Sh tixe’ck €& tix®cd  Cw £3%°Eax
(116) cxm disappear Sg cax®

(117) c¥m drip Ii 9o%° Th c¥®ip
/
{118) snX sun  Sg/ii ;naq°am (see also 111)
(319) A\qg wet Cw dsq® Sg Xaiq "s0aked wet!
(12¢0) Xs fat Be ¥°s "oil sth." S3 X°ss "be fat"  Sh X°us~ "foam"
Cf. Be nu-¥°ski Usoapberrvy!  Southern iwakiﬁtl no¥°askan

Regular corresnondences (c)

P I4
(121) maa¥sa nose Se magsin Sg magsn  (see also 109)
3 3 . ' . ’ » - é
(122) cuca mouth Sq cicin  Se cicin  Li 383%in  Cw G4%an Sh sscinm

"to sing®

b4 ’
(123) Mmsta verson - Se Admstan "nouse" (Cf. dom-inus)
o) lma Lo RN SUNNY , o
(124} Aima muscle w Alman "tendon"  Sh temn "feather, fur, animsl




~~

125) ?ixa leg, foot Se ysB¥in Pu 348%ad
3 \
Irregular corresoorndences (d)

(126) mayas raccoon Se mdlalus Cw m3las  Klemtu mayas

oS!

- é
(127) mnamayu butterfly Se mamiawi? 'bee, wasp"

Irregular correspondences (e)

(n98) nu-iA shallow  Sg Eax

Irregular corresoondences (f)

“r - y N .’
(129) pax-vaa¥®uw cowardly Li pagpag?u?y . Sg "ipaguk "zet

Irregular corrsspondences (g)

w - ~ ’ 4 - . " .
(130) s%°a-y¥°-m wash one's head Sg x°4y-q”-m  (Bc -1(4)

44

[

9 - LI LR
(131) s-kx black Sq gi% Cw cgiX

, .
(132) k°ay-slags bluejay Sh q°iy-, gq°ey- "blue, purple”

scareg®

¢ Mheadh)

Ka gal "blue,

rreen! Cd q%l "be livid, bluish, angry® ,° g°in "be blue®
1 3 ¥ 3 b2 .

fe Be q°1t "skyblue"

(133) g°li green, yeilow Sh k°2l- , k°1é-k°le Ugrass® Cd k°ar "be yel-

- 1 14 -~ - N N
low"  Ka k°E197 “yellow"  Sh k°le?8ip , Sq k°lllay "alder®
Irregular correspondences {(n)
(i3lt) cyas¥-m take a step  Sh siX-xn-m "to step"
(135) k°tmc husband Sq k°tams i k°utémd
(136) s-k®ac-ta mname  Sh s-k®est 14 Yxeé3is  Husqueam sk’ix

(137) 7usqa go outside Sg 7ucqg Sh ?tecge  Cd Tacqe”  Ka




D

Irregular correspondences (i)
g

$,e
(138)?1-p1i thin Se piool
b4

(139) vapink snake Sh papi?se  (Be -nk "tail, rear endg")

y ? s 9 b
(1ko) vac vierce Sq pac- "sew" Cw peg "sew"  Sh s-vdc-n "Indian hemp,

y 9
twine, string" KXa spécan "Ind. hemp, hemo rove"

9

2V .

3 . .
(1h1}) “ax-%apa carry Sq XiXpiya¥a®n "earry in arms®

[4

Irregular corresovondences (k)

(1h2) car lake L1 &e

Q
B

|

[ORY

>
[¢¢]
@
Q
9]
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~
[\ 2N
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- . I > )
(143) smt mountain Sq sminit  Pu sbidet

o
Ch

) s ) 19 9 y . ’ e s
(1Lh)  sqim  scar (2 sqrim)  Sq sqix  Se sqiyf\ Xa s-qtim  Sh c-git
(3i5) gla fresh water Cw qa? Pu qo? Ui GuT Rigraid’

' e . . v A

(1h8) 7inex® morning . Li netx® "tomorrow" , ?instx’e$ "yesterday®

s

Cf. Be ka-ynux®-s "tomorrow" , *al-tunix?a “yesterday®

(117) “7ustx® enter Se 7udix” Li ?ulx® Sq %uys Th a?uix®

Among the regular corrascvondences,there are Ll cases where cognates wers

found both in Coast- and Interior Salish, Ll where only a Coast Salish cognate

e

wes noted, and 39 with cnly Interior Salish cognates. .)
Of the Be - Coast-Salish cases, (3), (25), (75), (8L), (103), (123) concern
Sechelt exclusively; of the Be - Interior Salish cases, (26), (30), (78),

{88), (112) concern Lillooet exclusively.

a2

L3

) These numbers, about even, reflect the comvarative isclation of 3c

within the Salish language-family as a whole.






