
In this report we consider similarities between Bella Coola 

(Be) root,s and roots in other Sal:i.sh (Sal) languages: Shnswan (Sh), Lillooet 

(Ii), Thomoson ('1'h), Ka.lisnel (Ka), Coeur d'Alene (Cd)r Puget Sound (Pu), 

Cowi.chan (Cw), Squa.mish (Sq) ana Seehelt (51'3)0 

, " , l ' 
The Be phoneme-a: are: p n Til t t e c. S n ), A. 1 ~ k kO 1<:" :{ 

/hl occurs rarely and is mostly found :tn loan i.erda: yanahu "turnips" (Chi-

-nook) 0 

The following data must be taken into account: 

a) in Bc /q/~ IqOI have often co:i.neided with Iy./~ Ixo/ and in some cases 

alternate vdt.h the latter: Be ma~xsa "nose " - S(:1 maqs~n idQ, ni.ixo "fire" 
oW· 

qiqinq5. !!little shoo", ( nu-?i:i.x") - Sq hi ?qU r y:::)qO id> y Be qir.x "shoe" 

• Be ?a5s-1. iqQ "crown of ht!)ad ll - C'W-ijx ll "gre:'t hai I'l' 

h) in many ;nst.ances velars and uvul~.rs have been de1ab:i.alj.zed: Be t:ixca 

"tongue" - Se t:f.xuca\ id., Bc xs "fat.'" - Sq X"8S "be fat"; 

c) * , , , 
n has usually changed to la./ in Auslaut: \msta IIpeI'sonll - Se ',amstan 
" , 

"house" (cf. Latin dO'TI-inus)" Before vowels Inl is retaj.ned: ?m\mstni IIsmaIl 

person" 0 

If we are dealing lI'Iith a-c, we consider the corrl'lspondence regumro '~(e esta~ 

b1ish irregular correspondences, if: .. 
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d) . proto-Sal III is in Bc renresented by./y/: Be nref,eryes the l-y distinc­

tion: thus, mayas "racccon" does not reguhrly corresnond to Cw ID01es ide; 
, ~ , . 

Be IAI versus ellJE~where It I : \\ "dry" does not fully correspond to 

Sq ta\ "sha.llow", since Sq distinguishes I~I from Iii, as dOBs Bc; 

r) 
,. v 

Be 1'X/p Ix"l ver.sus elsewhere Iq/, /qO/: Be nax-paax"u I/cowardly" 

* g) , '.v uvular and vice versa: Be skx "black" - Sq ql.X, Bc velar renresents 

v ...., 0" 0 • " sx"a.yxo-m n..,rash one·' s hl~ad!l - Sq x avq -m ~o.; 
*. 

h) Be lsi continues , le/ and vice Yersa.:· Be eyaax-m "take step" - 5h 

sHc-xn':'m "to st~p"; ?u.s'1a "go olltR:i.de" - Sh ?ucqe td.; 
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, ,. I 'J 

i) K has bl?en dAglottali.zerl: l·-pli "thin" - S~ "01.u::;l id.; 

id Bc lacks phoneme{ s) in the !'oots f where other Sal languages have these: 

Be S'llt "mountain" - Sq smanit. Vice versa: qla "water" - Cw qa? ide 

*.~ * 

Perfect corresponoences 

(1) p\t thick 

(2) pl-ik-m capsize 
,- , ~, 

Sh pul~n-.s "he turns it upside down" I,i palpu1 "capsize ll 

Th n-nuyitsn "caosize". 
, 

Cf. Sh -olk-'8'71 IIroll 5th. over" 
, , 

Cd pele tlturn 

nat th; ngs over" 

(3 ) 
, , 

ui~ wide Se uiq id. 

(it) 0113 grow , pus-m swell Up' Cd pu?us !!svre1l, bubbles fer'71cnt" 

'S) 
, J , 

( . uu), come 3h put-Tn "emerge fro~ woodt! Sh c-p'..lt-m "come j.n from hunting , , 
Cd put "come to an end" Ka pu~ e1; !'arri ve at the end of sth-I! . . . 

(6) ova halibut 
, , 

Sq puay "black-dotr:ed floundnr ll 
,-

Kwaldutl no?i "halibut" 

(7) 'mt sit, ?a'71at where it's been put Sq ?mut "assume sitting Dositj on" 

(8) 

2'1 c-mut "be sitting", ?mut "sit down" 

Ka ? amut ; .... ; +., be at home" 
, 

mnc\ta. pus 
» . 

Li maco"- be 
, , 

Cd macu\t 

mnk excrements Sh mnek 

, . 

, " 
mnec Ka 

~, 

So 'Tlacu.\ 
, ~ 

Cw '119C;;)A 

Kwakiutl m;::mai-:: 

(10) mna 

(11) 111an 

chilo 

fath~r 

, 
Sq ffi"JU 

Sq man Cw men 

Sq 1'llil-, mal- "be mh,:ed un'! , mal-q" JIbe mixed" 
, 

Cd m:i lx(' "smoke to'haccou Sh s-menx ."Indian. milixO Indian toba.cco 

tobacco'! Lj 'io-(,.o. c:: t:. 0 ' 

(Ia) ~u fishtrap Sh 'ilu? 

mus four Sh '7lUS Cd/Ka "'IlUS Pu has Klemt.u mt1.X(' 

mu:=;-a feel, touch Sh mus-m IIfeeiu Cd mus ufeel aboutll 

! 
. r 

!. 

I 
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(17) mul-m dive Sq );iUY "submerge, flood over" , rn8y "s:inkll 

Cd fiul l'din up II Ka fiul "go and 
~ 

w-.::"'\ - UU1. fetch water", !lidl Uto flood ll L,' 

(18) 

(19) 

(2o) 

(21) 

muko red Se kOem Sh kOmk"im Cw ckoim 'J" IA~N..4 
~' , 

nu-tnIq t.urn inside out Sh c-}:-p1e~ lIinside autl! 
, ? , 

tq go to shore 8h teq-m "to cross" ¥ t.eq··t Iiland on other sidell 
'i ~ 

ta'11-cla ma.ke a basket (cla "h.3.f>kct") Sq ta?-s Itrnake, construct" 

s-tam-ks 
, 

Ka stem 

Sq s-ta"'l, ta'1l- Sh 
. ~ 

s-tem-i.? 
, 

Cd ~-tim 

(23) s-tan mother Se tan Cw ten 

(2h) tiix" hit ta.rget Sh t.ux"·· II straight, right" , 
s-tls· high cranberry 

six 'v 
CVl txa:-n 

, , 

, 
Se t"lls 

, 
txt> m'leeo , 0' 

1i Ax eyluptn "broom" 
• "', " ,~ If r. , Sq taxm-a. A. so. I Ii Slxtyti , 

s-twin hide 8h tenwn "skin of fish" 
, t I 

s-tnvr··eye !lbe:tll (zoaL) 

pullout 

f'h ck"-um "1'111111 

Cd cek o llclrag, pulP Ka ck o lito drag" v k \ L ~ .• 00' Lie,,'" TO,...--

(30) cacta7r- 'n cedar L-_'." '( \ :) . cete'l'f-8Z Be _f,p "-tree ll , Li.· -ez id" I 

Cw cak o IIfar" 
1 

cako stra:i ght 

sleep Se ?{tuta.m 

(3h) cut say Sh cut Sq cut , , l.. ., "'c IA '\:.. . '1_ SQ....... '. Ka eu I, NB Sh cut "want II ) -w J 

(35) 

(6) 

, 
c ( )kt arrive 
, 
cIa basket Li 

, ,. 
cale? 

, , 
'l'h cJ.1a 

, , 
cima intp.stines Sh s-crn-·enk Hi:,ripe, 

9 

guts" , s-cem II flshbone l' , 

, , 
Sq s-m~c-alqn "brainll 

(39) SD:'(U aUklet 

(ho) 
, 

8D hit 
t 

Sh su-em Ka 5D 

, 
Cw s~a~'} "bone l : 

? , 

Cd s-cam lifishbonel : 



x , , 

, f~" /'J .. ,i 
I' J' 

(hl) 

Ch2) 

, , 
Li suu fart Sh snu? 

v .. 
nU-f;X-a.LS scrane a hide. 

Sh sex- Il scrane lt 

, 
sqO fly, ,jump 

)~ 1.A..1 

Sq 

T ' ..... 1 

\-\-~I 

, ... , 
" ~ci"a:oel! saxa.n 

... 
Pu sax "cleal .... , scrapt-~ll 

, 
-u-

r,is( 5 h uncle S "? , q 51S'!-
t ' 

Sh 8J.se? "mother's brother ll Cd G2;Sj,? 11 mother- t 

brother II \ A.A»-c.AA. ' 

sutk: winter 1i sutil< Sa sutic 
~ 

suk-ta sail, to blo-.11( Sh 

IInoat with current" 

C! 't'Y .... q su 1C 
, 

suk" -t- "get, blown C!.way" Cd 
, 

suka 

, v 

nik-aax-m hay, cut grass 
, " , • L _ , ,~ , 

Sh nik-m lito cut'! l..; Io'I.l ".;. i V\ Tt) ~ 

'v s-\x-usma\ hail 
~ , 
AaalJo tobRCCO 

, , 
Sq s-\:i.qo-rn "smoke" v ' Sh x-qOut-m lito smoke" 

, v 

C£'. Be stax<'> lIdifficultn 

(51) ).nus, \waas- two (\nws, ),:\'I'!ls) 
~, 

Sq ?anuS' 
" p ., 

L i 'l eo\"\. we S 

Cd \ax"p "escape" 

>..ox" "holen 5h Xxo- IIpass stho through a. hole ll 

cro Be AXl>t "go'thr:ough a hole" 

,.., \"'0 vq ':3X .-

, 
\aqs edjble seaweed 

~, . 
Se \oqsta 

(55) nu~laX-lx clear water Sh x-13x-lix "clean, (;lear (of water)n, If'!x IImind l ! 

<56 ) 

(5'7 ) 

(60) , 

(61) . 

lx1ix IIsaber" 
, 

?a\-lik full 

L. ', l" I 'a ~ ~~ 

..!, 
Sq Yge 

'~' 

k\- fall Sh ki\-, k\- "eomp. off, COl1"e ewart, 'be released", k>\-ekst-mn-

ndron, let ge ll Cn ce>.. IIse.na.rate, divorce, na:l't ll L, \&.~.\'.'" 

l<laxo. ~uskrat Sh H-klexOe? Cd celex" 
Li s:...kalc.l'-)C'" 

k:i, ~"a grandmot her Sh 
'L' .,!. L , 7' "c.1..i~' 

t '$ It.""-? ~ " , 
k~a bjte Sq c~m 

, v y , 

kye?e Cd cqceye? "maternal ido" 
k~ Ic. ... e. '1 ' __ ~ ... J.._, .., k" 7 , - __ In "'4"\ • S \ l( 1 ~ 

Kwak:tutl 
, ~ 

'l'h kexc. 
,~' 

(62) kgl het 
, 

Cd kOel libe hot. sunn~r, 'V'1aI"1l1l 

(63 ) 

(6h) 

kCul-t borrow Sq kUu\n Sh k°;:)\en Ka kOu\n 
t..i k~.\' .. V\ "h,~I,k~.t-~t\W\.i\1 '-h ~~I 

kOukopi grandfather Sh k"uk"py llchi,~flt Sq kOupi<! 

Cd kOu~ kOu1 ulendll 

"eloer sihlingli 
L; It.~k'''~i I 'cJM:..a.f' 



(66) 

(67) 

1 
?anu-kona 
, 
kOla belly 

xli nenis 

to aim Sq 

Sq 
, , 
kOel 

Cw selCl . 

• 

, , 
kOn-us 

"stomach tl 

, , . , 
S k o 1 C'.o.lk°f..J.?· ... e • ~ a. .v to. "7 

, 
Sq sal 

. (68) xOaaxoi light of weight 

(69) xOul-xOul-m firedrill Sh xQul-m "rub fire", xOUlakp IImatchU 1I x"ui-ke 

tlfiredrill" Sq suy- "make holes with awl", s8ycap 

(.." ) 
" r -, qm-qm •. i soft Sh qm-qeTI":t "luke .... mrm,· c.ooled-off, gentle ll 

r 
qluqs eye 

, 
Sq qlum Se q91um 

(13) qiqti baby; toddler 5e q~ti "youngest 'child ll (= qiqti) Ci'r qeq 

(74) 

( 7~\ If) 

(£10) 

(81) 

(Bh) 

, , L, 5 - 4st Co w -? ~I qOuluun beaver Sq sqlaw? Sh sqlew Ka sqale?u 

s-qOup-uc beard Se qOup-ucin 
, , 

qOuc- wash Sh qOic-m IIwash.laundry" 

s_qOu~, beer wasp 5h s-q"u?Xt tlwaspj yellow ,jacket" Ka SqU?UA 

st,ravrberry 
1 y 

qlax fence 
, ." 

Sh qlex- "round" 

gull 
9 

., . 'v 
Sq qJ.axan II fence, stoet:ade" 

s , 
qUam. 

, , 
qOc:y-us-m 'Out charcoal on face Sh qOiy-, qOey- "hlack" 

, 
black", qUid "blacken" 
1 1 o. • Q q U'llmq 

, 
Th q °UlTIqn "head!1 

, 
Li qOuwqn IIhe~d, skull" skull 

~ , 
qomqan II SkU.IJ-'i 

, 
Cd qomqon "hend" Ka 

1 
Cd qOed "be 

"-I' ,,"'0 X q-1.1X change over v ' Sh xlq-em "rolla I Y'.' / Sq xelq-m "roll fa 11. dovm!! .. , 
Cd xolq 0 111'r:tnd st.ring ev~nl~TlI Ka " ' xeIqO "to ro11 11 
v. t 
XlC raYT 

"'0"0 " Ka \x x e>nl 

\'86')? bl 'th aosu- · .. 01. I'll " _ '11outh 

Sq ?asx" 

(BS) ?asikaax timber 
, 

T' V 'k ,1..;1. SZJ... 

• sa.Aa river canoe , ?a~a bujld a. canoe 
r 

Cd tede? rtcance ll 
, , 

Ka\iye? "bark canoel! 

, 
Sh tye? lI(birchbark) canoe!! 

, J 

Li ),ez "canoel! 



'f , 

• 

Sq ?i\n Cd ?i\n Ka ?:i.\n 

(91) ?axc--m lie down 

cough 

?ay-aVf- change 5th. Sh 'ley_ lI exchange, give in return, meetll 

., 
Cd ?ey- lIexch.:=mge, barter" Sq nsxO-?ay lI exchange ll 

"change 6th." , 
(9h) ?aw\- fol1o~ Sq ~arrt "be behind, COl'l1E'l after, future!! 

Sh ?;:wTit lito be behind ll 

(95) yalx round Sh yel-, yal- "be wound around"·, Y81-p-l1x !ltarn. 

(96) 

(97) 

back" 5q hi.l-it "1'011" 

Ka yal, yel "round" 
, 

?ip- grab, catch 

Cw ?imeG 

Cd yar "circular ob.ject rolls ll 

Sh ?imc 

("98) ? imaanta bird I s nest 
1 , 

Th nZ9mt:m 
<:: ~) t (. ,.e yamanu \ x 

(99) 
, 

?icamni blanket 

IIcovering Burfacell 

f 
Ka s1cam tlblanket" t 

t 
, , 

5h sicm "blanket I! , -ice? 
? , 

Cd sic "be blanketed", -ice? lIe.l1 around lt 

"all around" IIclothingll 

(100) ?isut to paddle 

(101) ?ilk Indian rice 

5q ?isun "nandle, make strokes" 

Sh ? elk "ki nnic k:t nni ck berT7l' Cd ?il~ "kinn.b." 

(103) walasya lynx 

(106) 

(107) 

, . 
wac (log Th Yfacam& "to har1,11 

* wa-ks "Tho? (wat-ks ) Cwwet. 

Cd segt.Jet. 
, 

'rutak vonii t. 
J 

, 
Sh 7leti(x 

?llq 0 drift dO\,iTlstream 
, 

Sq wuqo 

. 1 ~ 

Kwaki.utl '. ~~w5.1asxa 111:ynx" 
, # J .. 

KJ.e:'!l.tu W3ca 

SW' s-\'rat 3h s-wet-i , s-wet-k 

iI GO Qmmstream" .. ' 0 '". I.i Yfuq -wuq -1.1 



.. 
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liegular corrp.s-oonoences (.a) 

(108) 
.., 

to '1Iould puux Sq puq" - "be mouldy:! 
, 

(109) v 
maaxsa nose Sq nl9qsn Pu baqsad See 111uo 121 

(110) ...... 
Cl1x-a dig Sq cig Itget stabbed" sh ciq-m Htodigt! 

. . 
Se ciq- "dig" Th n-ciq-m "dig a uit." 

Cf .. Sh/Sq ciqo- "dig" Cw Qiq Oe1s IIdig" 
, 

Cf.? Ka cq-em "thrown ck-em IIhe'lT, carve, "hit tIe" 

, . " 
Be cik ooke, stab Cl" Gl.cat "stab" 

) ., '/ V (111 SID: sun Sg 1.i snaqUam See also 118 

(112) SnA~ snot T ,,,, ., 
..... 2 sn~qs 

'* 

Ow hay?qO 

Regular correspondences (b) 

(1l1.l ) ~ puux to mould ' Sq puqu_ I!be mouldy" (see also loB) 

(115) tixca tongue 

(116) cxm disappear 

cXm drip 

v 
snx sun 

Aq wet Cw ),.aqo 

(see also Ill) 
, 

Sq >..a1q II soaked 'Ilet" 

Cd ceiS "thunder 

50_ hi'" a <;/-:r9'" 0 , .J '1. 

(117) 

(118) 

(119) 

(120) 
.., 
:leG fat Sh xOus- llfoam" 

Regular cor~~spondences (c) 

(121) maaxsa nose 
, p 

Se maqs~~ Sq m~qsn (see also 109) 

(1~2) cuca mcuth Sq cucin 'Sa cuci.n l.i cue in 

"to sing" 

(123) 
, , , 

(cr. \msta nerson Se \amstan "house" ,., . ) \.IODl-].nus 

(124) 
, , , . , 
Uma muscle C1" \lman "tendon!! Sh terrm n fea.ther', fur, ap.imal ha.:l,r" , 



v' Se yas:;m 
"'j'V :'I Pu .;asao 

Irregular corresponden~es (d) 

(126) w~yas raccoon 5c !n31alus C>T ffi31es Klemtu mayas 

(127) mamayu butterfly Se ma~tlawf.? "bee? wasp" 

.' 

Irregular correspondences (e) 

, 
nu-\X shallow 

Irregular correspondences (f) 

Irregular corresponoei'lces (g) 

. 
Li D9Qp;?lq?1.1?\ 

, t 
Sq ? i paq °u>', "get scared" 

(130) "0 Yo sx a-yx -r.l wash one's head Sq 
' , xOay-q"-m (Be '-leU>:" "head" ) 

(131) 
, , .... t , 

.v 
s-kx black Sq qlX Cr-r CqlX 

(132) 
, 

kGay-alaqs blue jay C' ...,n qOiy-, q"'ey- IIblue, purple" Ka qOai ubl'..l8, 

green" 

Cf. Be qUit lIskyblue" 

(133) q<>li green, yello'll' 

-low" 

Irregular corresnondences (h) 

(13h) cyaax-m take a step Sh six-xn-m Ht.O step" 

Sq k"ta!ns' .. , ':;) , "'. 
I.':l K uteme 

s-k<>ac-ta nar.le Sh s-k°-:::st 

(137) ?usqa go outside Sq ?ucq Sh ?ucqe Cd ?acqe? Ka '?ocqe'? 



Irregular correspondences (i) 

(138) ? I-pli thin 

(139) uapink snake 
, 

, , 
Se p:f:nal 

, I 
Sh ngp1?se 
, , 

(TIc ·-nk "tail, rear end u) 
, , 

oac uierce Sq oac- "sew" Cw ner; "sevr" 
, , 

S11 s-oec-n "Indian hemp, 

twine, string" , " Ka speC"ln "Inno hemp, hemp rODar: 

Irregular corr85Pondences (K) 

If'i C'! ")' 1i cele).., ue cal\. a,X 

(lu3) 

(lhh) 

smt mountain Sq sman:tt Pu sbadet 
t 

.. ~ .. , , ,. 9 , " , ~ 

sqim scar (t sq\im) Sq, sqH Sa Sqi.y1X Ka s-qtim 

q1a f1.'135h water Cw qa? Pu qo? Li ~",,-1 ·~'ir"ld.· 

(146) ';in<::.x" morning 

Sq ?uys 

j 

Sh c-qit 

Among the ·regula.r correspondences, there are ul cases where cognates were 

found both in Coast- and Interior Salish, 41 where only a Coast Salish cognate 

was noted, and 39 with cnlv Interior Salish cognates •. ;} 

Of the B~ - Coast-Salish cases, ()), (25), (75), (8U)f (lo3)~ (123) concern 

Sechelt exclusbrely; of the Be - Interior Salish cases: (26), (30), (78), 

(88), (l12).concern 1illooet exclusively. 

-!.} 

) Ther,e. n.umbers, about even, reflect the com'Oarat:i.ve isolation of 3c 

mthin t.he Saljsh langu:lge·-frlmily as a wholeo 
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