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Some traditions of grammatical description separate morphology (the
principles of word-construction) from syntax (the principles of phrase-,
clause-, and sentenge-construction). No doubt this makes it possible to
deseribe the grammars of some languages in a revealing way, but to insist
on its appropriaténess to Sahaptin obscures the thoroughgoing interrelated-
ness of the syntactic features of sentences and the morphological structure
of their constituent words., The pronominal prefixes of the verb, for example,
cannot be adequately described without making reference to the underlying noun
phrases of the sentence of which it is part., It also seems more revealing to
systematically discuss in a unitary section the major syntactic relations amd
categories of the language than to treat them separately in the sections on
" nominals and verbs,

Among the more prominent characteristics of its inflectional syntax,

Sahaptin exhibits a rich surface case-marking* system that recalls modern

* (Case refers to the 6ve;t marking of noun phrases for the seven nominal

cases that appear in the surface structure of Sahaptin sentences, ‘It is dis-
tinguished from such underlying relational and -eategorial notions as 'subject
of an intransitive verb', *direct object of a transitive verb', 'instrumental

phrase', and 'ablative phrase',

Finnish or Turkish., Nominal suffixes, case-endings, mark three relational
cases- nominative, objective, and possessive- and four adverbial cases-
instrumental, locative, allative, and ablative, The syntactic tefgin, however,
turns unfamiliar as one looks to the related system of pronominal cross-
reference that operates in Sahaptin sentences, To exemplify these and Eﬁ}%}?d

concepts, consider the following sentences:



Although simplified for heuristic purposes, the phrase-marker I presents
the significant syntactic information necessary to the understanding of sen-
tences 1-5, Thus, the deep constituents and their underlying relations are;
1, x"isaat ‘old man® is a third person singular human noun and the subject

¢ ,

noun phrase of the sentence,

’ & .
2, pi-f-ya in kusi ‘gave me & horse’ 1s a verb phrase and the predicate of

the sentence,

3. ni- - *gave’ 1s a di-transitive verb inflected for ihe past perfective
indicative and is the main verb of the sentence, ,

L, _i_g 'I, me' is the first person singular independent personal pronéun and
the indirect object noun phrase of the mmmtwwewyx main verb,

5. iz_\lz_t_s_i_ ‘horse’ is a third person singular nonhuman noun and the direct
object noun phrase of the main verb.

Vs Ve s, ®,
However, *X"isaat niya in kusi. 1s not a grammatical Sahaptin sentence,
[]

To carry it onto a well-formed surface structure, such as II, it must undergo

several obligatory transformational processes:

1, xw!/:saat ‘old man’ as the third person singular subject of a transitive
verb having a first and/or second person object must be inflected by
the inverse nominatlive case-ending -nin,

2, i_!}_ 'I’' as the first person singular object of a transitive verb having a
third person singular subject must be inflected for the objective case
and 8o becomes g._x_x_éx,

3. ni-é-& ‘gave' as a transitive verb having a third person singular subject
and a first and/or second person object must be inflected by the third

person singular subject pronominal verb prefix i-,



Pronominal cross-reference is exemplified in the transformational

processes 3 and 4 above, whereby the verb is indexed for the person and
number of its subject and objeect by a pronominal prefix and the first word
of the sentence is inflected by an enclitic that indicates whether a first
and/or second person singular or plural pronoun is a participant (1.e., a
subject, direct object, or indirect object).

Cross-reference by the appropriate enclitic-prefix combinations is a
feature of all grammatical Saha.prtin sentences, It introduces redundancy
into the surface structure of sentences and so makes possible the elliptical
pronominalization of underlying nouns and pronouns that characterizes most
occurring Sahaptin sentences., In most cases, the cross-referencing enclitics
provide unambiguous indication of the underlying subject @nd object) of the
sentence, Thus, in sentence 2, the third person singular nonhuman direct
object .Ig_us,_;_;_ 'horse' has been elliptically pronominalized by deletion; in 3,
the first person singular indirect object pronoun ;g_éz '‘me’' has been deleted;
in 4 the third person singular human noun subject x &saat 'old man' has been
pronominalized by the third person singular human pronouns and in 5, all the
nouns and pronouns have been deleted,

Sahaptin sentences also exhibit much freedom of word-order, which is
surely not unrelated to the extensive case-marking and pronominal cross-
reference, Thus, the words of sentemee. 1 may be °scrambled’ as ing

6. Iniya-e¥ x"kssatnim inay kisi.

7. Ind-ad x"issatninm iniys kiei,

L4 4 v L 4 7’ ’
8. Kisi-§ (or Kusi-nas) x isaatnim inlya inay.
[]

and other reordered versiomns, providing that the first person singular



Thé Northwest Saheptin dialects use the -am °'2 sng,’ alternant after a~finals;
thus Yakima Wina¥a-am, ‘You're going'. corresponds to Umatilla WinaSa-nam.,
However, the long and short forms may alternate even in a single speaker's
speech, Surface phonetic rhythm and a tendency to reduce allomorphy by sﬁp—-
pressing the short enclitic forms and using the longer, more highly character-
ized alternants may be significant considerations,
5. -pam '2 plu,' enclitic
6. -mas '2 obj,/ 1 sbj. sng.* enclitic
7. -&t_a_é '2 obj./ 1 sbj. plu.' enclitic

The eight common pronominal verdb prefixes are:
1, 1i- '3 sng, sbj,' prefix

This prefix is optional before vowel-initial (actually ?V-initial)
themes and is usually omitted in that position, e.g., kmama i'asa.~
_lgé_m; 3_5_8._. 'The old woman emtered, went in’,
2, pa- '3 plu, sbj,' prefix

Older people occasionally use ipa-, which indicates that i- was
originally just a third person subjective prefix and -pa- its pluralizer.
3. a-~ aw- '3 obj.' prefix

Aw- ocours before vowel-initial themes, a- elsewhere,
4, pa- '3 sng, sbj. obv(lative)' prefix and '2 sng, sbj./ 1 sng, obj.'
prefix
5. pata-. pataw- '3 plu, sbj./ 3 sng, obj.' prefix

The equivalent prefix in the Northeast Sahaptin dialects is pa'd-, a
sequence of 2 and 3 above, In the Northwest Sahaptin dialects, the same

subject/object configuration is marked by a unlque enclitlc -pat and—the
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Object Vert Case-merking on Case-marking cn
Nominal Yrnclitic ZPrefix Subject Fominal Cbject Nominal
1 sng. ~nas i- Inv. Nom. Cbi. snz.

1 plu. inc. -na i- Inv. Fom. Obvj. rlu.

1 plu. exc. -natad i- Inv. Nom. - 0bj. rlu.

1 sng. -nas pa- _— . 0bj. sng.

1 plu. inc. -na pa- — ’ Obj. plu.

1 plu. exc. -natas ra- —— O0tj. rlu.

2 sng. -nam i- Inv. Nom. Obj. sng.

2 plu. -pam i- Inv. Nom. Obj. rlu.

2 sng. -nan - - Obj. sngz.

2
plu. -pram ra- — Cbj. plu.
¢ T

2 ——e

3 sng. v C - pa- Cbv. Nom. Ctj. sng.
3 rlu. - i- - Obj. rlu.
3 sng. - patéa-  --- 0bj. sng.
3 plu. -—— ra- - Cvbj. rlu.



Chart 1 presents their several enclitic-prefix coﬁbinﬁtions. The second
major class comprises the iiansitive structures in their varied subject-
object configurations, Chart 2 treats their enclitlic-prefix combinations,
The third class composes the possessive copulas and the intransitives with
possessed subject, Chart 3 details their enclitic-prefix combinations;
note that only third person nominals may be possessed.

The interaction of the enclitics and verb prefixes is most complex in
the case of transitive sentences with non-identical third person subjects
and objects, as well as those with first and/or second person subjects and
third person objects, because there are several apperently grammatical con-
figurations possible; some are met included in Chart 2 to avoid further
complexity. The use of the objective case-endings is also involved,
Briefly, there are three patterns observed in these transitive structures

that may be schematized as followss



Type A.( 2
1\ 3
a1
Type B. ( 3
3
e, 1

AN
Type C, EB
3
c', 1

rd
Subject Nominal + Cbviative Nomirative - pa \ + Verh - 3 Cbject Nominal + Objective

srg,

case-ending / case-ending
plu, Subject Nominal - ggié z
and/or 2 Subject Nominal + Enclitic - é }
sng, Subject lominal o= 115 + Verb - 3 Object Nominal + Objective
‘ case-ending
plu, Subject Nominal - pa
and/or 2 Subject Nominal + Enclitic
sng, oSubject Nominal - i)} + Verb - 3 Object Nominal
plu, Subject Nominal - aJ§
and/or ? Subject Nominal + Enclitic



These are exemplified ins

Type A. Hin§§1n - pﬁﬁtumnana - yﬁama§i+na.
[J

man-obv, 3 sng, sbj.-shot mule-obj.
nonm, obv, deexr sng.,

'The man shot a mule deex’,

Type A'. In+as - a+tuxnana - yﬁamaéléna.
]

I-1 sng., 3 obj.-shot mule-obj,
deer sng,

'I shot a mule deer’,
Type A and A' sentences may have their constituent words scrambled, provided
that the enclitic is attached to the first word,

Type B, Wins - i+tuxnana - yaamaS§-na.

man 3 sng,-shot mule-obj,
sbj. deer sng.

'The man shot a mule deer’,

Type B', Intas - tufnina - yéana§!+na.

I-1 sng. shot mule-obj,
deer sng,

'T shot a mule deex*,

Type C. Wins - i+tuxnana - ysamask,
[]

man 3 sng.-shot mule
sbj, deer

'The man shot a mule deer’,

Type C', In+as - tu¥n£na - yaamask.

I-1 sng, shot mule
deer

'I shot a mule deer’.

The constituent words of Type C and C' sentences may not be scrambled,



Informants agree that Type B transitive sentences occur, but thqy say
that the Type A and C ones are proper, My older informants regarded the
highly characterized Type A ones as 'best', Types A and C are said to be
synonomous, Jacobs (1931:143) earlier suggested that they contrasted as
definite versus definite subject, while I once thought they might contrast
as definite versus indefinite object, but further data contraverted both
hypotheses, We do no more than document the variability here,

The nominative case has two forms:

-tm after n-finals)
The inverse mominative case-ending -niw/marks the fhird person singular

subject of a transitive verb with a first or second person object and always
co-ocours with the i- '3 sng. sbj.' verb prefix, Examplés ares

7’ v s I 4 7
fmama-nim-8 i-niya ina kpiktiima,

old -inv.-1 sng, 3 sng.-gave me Dpiece of
WOR&N nom, sbj. (obj.) beadwork

'The old woman gave me & piese of beadwork',

7 i ’/ v
Wins-ném-nam i-ginusa.

man-inv,-2 sng. 3 sng,-sees
nom, sbj.

*The man sees you',

-win~ -yn~ -n~ -in*
The obviative nominative case-ending XXK marks the third person

* The obviative nominative is homophonous with the personal comitative suffix
and the dual number suffix, It is probable that the comitative suffix, which
has & Nez Perce cognate (Aoki 1970:78), furnished the material as the Sahaptin
obviative nominative and dual number categories developed. An example of the

personal comitative is:



Ku kuusxi Tilayma tilaski-in pa-winaxana,
LB .

and so Tilayma woman-com, 3 plu.-used to
too sbj. go

'And 80 too Tilayma and his wife used to go'.

singular subject of a transitive verb with a non-coreferential third person
singular object, Its use is optional, although regarded as 'most correct’,
and it always co-occurs with the Eéf '3 sng, sbj, obv,' pronominal verb
prefix and the -gg}i;é; ‘obj. sng,' case-ending on the object nominal, if it
has not been deleted. The ;gighlternant occurs after u-finals, -yn after a-
finals, -n after y-finals, and -in elsewhere, Examples are:

X"isaat-in pa-tuyayea aswani-na.

old-obv, 3 sng, sbj,-lectured boy-obj.
nom, obv, sng.

'The o0ld man lectured the boy',

Huli-in pa-wilapx'sa dadx-na,
[} L)

wind-obv, 3 sng. sbj.-is8 blowing dust-obj,
non, obv, up sng.

'The wind is blowing up the dust’,
All other subjects and predicate nominatives are unmarked for case,

The objective case has singular and plural forms, The objective singu-

lar is generally -na (-nan in Northwest Sahaptin), but -a after n-finals and

-an after a-finals,* while the objective plural is always -aman, As a

* A special objective singular case-ending -pa is used only with a small sub-
class of the kinship terms. An example is:

' 4 7 v
I-ginuna assa-pa,

3 sng.-saw wife-obj,
sbj. 8sng,

'He saw his wife’',




first approximation, one may say that the objective case-endings are used
optionally to mark the direct object of a single-transitive verb and obliga-
torily to mark the indirect object of a di-transitive., However, the rﬁle for
object-marking is actually sensitive to the feature 'human' in the underlying
direct or indirect object nominal, Human indirect and direct object ncminals
do not co-occur; whichever is present receives object-marking. Some examples
ares

In-a8 a—ginusa awins-in-aman,

I-1 sng., 3 obj.-see man-dual-obj.
plu,

'T see the two men',

Caw-nam paamanay a-yksa?

neg,~2 sng, them 3 obj.-hear
(obJ.)

'Don't you hear them'?

Ku-tas awku k"na a-wagitinxana wawukya-ma-aman,
K]

and-1 plu, then there 3 obj,-would look bull-plu,-obj.
exc, for elk plu,

'And then there we would look for bull elk’,

p , P ',
x“isaat-in paanay pe-niya kusi,

old-obv, him 3 sng. sbj.-gave horse
(obj.) obv,

'The o0ld man gave him a horse',

The possessive case* also has singular and plural forms. In Unatilla,

* Possessive-marking in kinterms differs and is nbt treated here,




the possessive singular is generally -_n_n;i_ after vowel-finals and -g_i_ after
consonant-finals, but nouns in final -am drop the -m, compensatorily lengthen
the a-vowel, and add the -!_1_ ending, Other dialecte@fer slightly in the
distributions of -nmi and -mi. The possessive plural is always -ami, The
possessive marks the possessor nominal in a possessive noun phrase that may
function as a subject in independent and dependent clauses, Underlying pos-
sessed nominal object phrases are treated differently; see the sectien on the
allative case, The possessive also marks the genitive of substance and the
subjective nominals of gerundive nominalizations, Examples are: |
t1laaki-nml miyanas

woman-poss, child
sng,

‘the woman's child'

t1laaki-ma-ami miyanas-ma

woman-plu,-poss, child-plu,
plu .

‘the women's children'

WeSxaa-ni shnwi-t

Wishram-poss, speak-ger,
sng., nom,

‘the Wishram language'

.)'(_'_'gsut-mi a-wa,

old-poss, 3 obj.-be
man sng,

‘It's the 0ld man's’,

Aw awku Spil,yiyh—kkum’.ywina a.n.'/ma. ﬁml 11kwas-mil..
l

now then co:,'ort.oj 3 sng,-busied made hat wood-poss,
sbj., himself sng,

'‘Now then Coyote busied himself and made a hat out of wood'.



X"uaat-mi é—wa tuxﬁna-t.
[} [}

old-poss, 3 obj.~-be shoot-ger,
man sng, nom,

‘It was shot by the old man',
The possessive case-endings are also used as catalytic elements in
forming the adverbial case-forms of of human nouns and personal pronouns,

The instrumental case-ending is generally -ki, although there are some

marginal constructions in -kil~ -kin, It marks the underlying inanimate
instrumental nominative and other less readily labelled deep syntactic
notions; e.g., with human nominals, it best translates as ‘about’,
Examples are:

A-tuxnana-a$ yaamas-na oknki twinpas-ki,
[]

3 obj.-shot-1l sng, mule-obj, this gun-inst,
deer (inst,)

'I shot a mule deer with this gun',
wuxapkil
L T——
foot-inst,
‘on foot, by foot'
pa-nawat-ki
g%g:-belly-inst.
'belly to belly'

éuyépu-ma awins-ma k" aalistm pa-sinwisa tilaaki-ma-ami-ki,

Whiteman-plu, man-plu, always 3 plu.- are . woman-plu,-poss,-inst,
sbj. talking Plu.

'Whitemen are always talking about women',

v v ¢ g s
A-sapatwana-as wiwnu-na pakuki-ki,

3 obj.-mixed-l sng. huckleberry-obj. salmon-inst,
, sng. flour

'T mixed huckleberries with salmon flour'.



In-af a-tuxnana yaamas-na anawi-t-ki,

I-1 sng, 3 obj,-shot mule-obj., be -ger,-inst.
deer sng, hungry nom,

'I shot a mule deer out of hunger, because of my hunger’.

The locative case-ending is generally -pa, It commonly indicates
position in, at, or near some nominal referent, With some verbs, it
indicates motion into or onto, and it also mark a number of not easily
labelled deep syntactic notions, e.g., with gerundive nominalizations,
it translates as 'while, during'. Examples are:

imama i-tutise miti cna niit-pa.

old 3 sng.- 1s inside +this house-loc,
woman s8bj, standing (1oc.)

'The old woman is standing inside this house',

awiné-ma-ami—pa

man-plu,-poses,-loc,
plu,

‘among the men, at the men's place’

R 4 v s
Ku cawin asa niit-pa.

and anyway entered house-loc,
'And she entered the house anyway'.

Vi L, ?,
Niix i-wa ginu-pa.
e

good 3 sng.-be see-loc,
sbj.

'She's good-looking, nice to look at',

I-walptayksana xni-t-pa.

3 Bng.- was dig -ger,-loc,
singing roots nom,

‘She was singing while digging roots',



The allative case has two forms in Umatilla: -gggrxt-égg? are used with

* The palatalization of -kan to -égg evidences vocalic harmony at a more ab-
stract level of phonological representation; see Rigsby and Silverstein
(1969:49-51) .

a small set of nominals, while -yaw 1s the general allative case-ending., The

Sahaptin dialects differ greatly among themselves in the distributions of the
marginal -kan~ -§g§ and the productive -yaw endings., Some younger speakers
use only the -yaw form, while others retain -kan~ -can in a few 'frozen'
phrases,

The two allatives have disparate origins and once marked different deep
syntactic categories, The -kan~ ‘ééﬂ form derives from an earlier allative
case-form that indicated motion to or toward some nominal goal, while -yaw
reflects an older dative case-form that marked the deep dative goal (not to be
confused with the indirect object) or benefactive nominal and several other
not readily labelled notions, However, the contrast in case-marking of the
two categories has now been neutrallzed and -yaw has been generalized to most
environments, Nonetheless, the allative and dative-benefactive remain distinect
in underlying structure, but now evidence themselves in more subtle fashion.

Deep human dative nominals are not marked by the allative case-endingsj
rather they require that the verb theme be inflected by the benefactive suffix
and the dative nominal be marked by the objective case, which process may be
termed the 'objectivization of personal datives', Personal datives may also
develop at an intermediate stage of derivation from underlying possessed
nominal object phrases., In that case, the verb theme is inflected by the

benefactive suffix, the possessor nominal is 'objectivized', and the possessed



The ©urface Complementary Distribution of Underlying Dative znd
Allative Nominals S o

Non-Human Nominals:

Non-human Dative 4+ Ablative -
Nominal case~ending

Non-human Allative + Aplative
Nominal case-ending

Personal (Human) Nominals:

«+s Verb Theme + Benefactive ... - Personal Dative + Objective (- Direct Object)
Nominal ~case-ending Nominal

ees Verd Theme + Directional e+ - Personal Allative +. Objective
Nominal . case-endi:iz

i




direct object nominal remains in absolute form. The cross-referencing of
sentences with objectivized personal datives then folldws as though they
were true di-transitives,

The usual benefactive suffix is -ay- (-yay- after i-finals), although
a second form -ani- occurs in some dialects., My main Umatilla informant
used only the -ay- form, while my main Yakima 1nformant uses both, Evi-
dently, Jacobs' (1931:200-201) Taitnapam and Lower Snake informants also
used both, but with some indication in Lower Snake that the two realized
different deep categories, -ay- marking objectivized possessors and -ani-
objectivized personal dative-benefactives, In most dialects, however, the
occurrence of one or the other alternant is morphologically conditioned and

they are in complementary distribution.*

* The Nez Perce dlalects also differ in their use of one or the other of

the cognate benefactive morphemes (Aoki 1970: 7 ),

For their part, deep personal allative nominals require that ﬁhe verb
theme be inflected by the directive suffix -awa- (-uu- in Northeast and
Northwest Sahaptin) and the personal allative be objectivized,

The objectivizing of personal allatives seems to be optional, although
my informants considered that sentences so formed sound 'better', Younger
speakers often do not objectivize, but simply mark the personal allative
nominal with the -yaw case-ending. They likewlse often mark personal datives
by possessive-plus-objective inflection,

Thus, the -kan~ -dan and -yaw allative case-endings do not contrast
on the surface and the complex benefactive and directive constructions with

objectivized personal datives and allatives, respectively, are in complementary



distribution, Examples of allative case-marking are:
yipaxsi-kan
downriver-all,
'downriverward’
niti-dan
down-all,
'downward*

4 ’
wana-kan, Wana-yaw, Wana-w

river-all,

'to, toward the river'

TixSana-ef niit-kan, nitt-ysw, P %J/
L

was -1 8sng. house-all,
returning

M
'TI was returning to the house’, W :
Pa-winata xmaas-kan /}‘) /fﬁ/v W
3 plu,-will go camass-all, j W

sbj.

Tamdamaywisa-aé lawyala-t-yaw.

be ignorant-l sng, fish with-ger.-all,
of net nom,

'T don't know how to fish with a net',

9., w7 4 v 4
Atuk i-waca tuxiuna-t yaamas-na waybxti-t-yaw.
[] [}

difficult 3 sng,-was shoot-ger, mule-obj, run-ger.-all,
sbj, nom, sng, nom,

'It was difficult to shoot a running deer’',
The following sentences illustrate the treatment of personal datives

(which may develop also from underlying possessed object phrases), The last



sentence illustrates the different treatment of possessed object phrasef by
younger speakers in which both possessor nominal and possessed nominal xeecelve
objective case-marking,

Innl wins 1—wét§£~gy-xa—na twati-na,
[]

ny man 3 sng.-beat the-bene,-cus,-past shaman-obj,
(poss,) sbj. sticks asp, tns,  8ng.,

'My husband used to beat the sticks for the shaman',

| 4 v

./
Q;nw-ay-sa—na—mag 1man£y kusi,

see-bene,-imp.-past-2 ebj,/ 1 you horse,
asp, tns, sbj, sng, (obj.)

'I saw your horse’,

[] , ’,
A-qinugana-aé iminanay kusi-na,

3 obj.,-saw-1l sng., your horse
(obJ.)

'TI saw your horse’,

The following sentences 1llustrate the treatment éf péispnal or possessed
allatives, The last one exhibits the £raatment of personal all#tives_by
younger speakers, ‘

Wins-in tilaaki-na pé-wyanany-awa-na.

man-obv, woman-obj., 3 sng, sbj.-come-dire.-pést
nom, sng. obv, tns,

‘The man came to the woman's place’,

Wins-ném-nas i-wyanawi-yawa-na.

man-inv,-l sng, 3 sng,-come-dire,-past
nom, , sbj, tns,

'The man came to my place’,

Wing 1-qyénawiz§ 1nmi-yaw.

man 3 sng.-came ny -all,
poss. )

'The man came to my place’,



There 1s also a peripheral case-like ending -laykan that appears to
be built upon the -kan allative, although it 1s not strictly allative in

meaning, as in éﬁu§-lazkan ‘along the river, by the water?’, watém-lgykan

'by the lake®, and Etin-laxkan ‘near the brush, bushes',

The ablative case has a productive ending in -kni, but a small set of

nominals select an alternant in -ég;.* The ablative marks underlying ablative

* As with the allative -kan~ -can, the palatalization of the ablative -kni

to -cni evidences underlying vocalic harmony,

and abessive categories and is also used to form the superlative of adjectives,

Examples ares

o

xgpg¥§1—kni

downriver-abl,
'from downriver:*

Miti-¢ni i-panaytima.,

down-abl, 3 sng.-came up
sbj.

'He came up from below',

s v ’,
I-Jtupwaanicanwiya kusi-kni,

3 sng,-jumped horse-abl,
sbj., down

'He jumped down off the horse®,

’ ’ ’ v 7/ 7
Watxan—-am a-ginusana ttmay-ma-aman Wayam-kni?
K2

interrogative-2 sng. 3 obj.-saw maiden-plu.,-obj. Celilo-abl,
plu,

*Did you see the yound women from Celilo'?
2,
ncl-knl

*the biggest (one)’





