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Same traditions of grammatical description separate morphology (the 

principles of word-construction) from syntax (the principles of phrase-, 

cause-, and sentence-construction). No doubt this makes it possible to 

de.ar1be the graamars of some languages in & revealing way, but to insist 

on its appropriateness to Sahaptin obscures the thoroughgoing interrelated-

ness of the syntactic features of sentences and the morphological structure 

of their constituent words. The pronoJldnal prefixes of the verb, for exa.mple, 

cannot be adequately described without making reference to the underlying noun 

phrases of the sentence of which it is part. It also seems more revealing to 

systematically discuss in a unitary section the major syntactic relations aad 

categories of the language than to treat them separately in the sections on 

nominals and verbs. 

Among the more prominent characteristics of its inflectional syntax, 

Sahaptin exhibits a rich surface case-marking*' system that recalls modern 

* Case refers to the ove~ JII&1"king of noun phrases for the seven nOJlinal 

oases that appear in the surfaoe structure of Saha.ptin sentences. It is dis-

tinguished from such underlying relational and-eategorial notions as 'subject 

of an intransitive verb', 'direct object of a transitive verb', 'instrumental 

phrase' , and • ablati ve phrase'. 

Finnish or Turkish. Nominal suffixes, case-endings, mark three relational 

cases- nominative, objective, and p08sessive- and four adverbial cases-
I" 

instrumental, locative, allatlve, and ablative. The syntactic teraln, however, 
~ 

turns unfaailiar as one looka to the related system of pronOminal cross

related 
reference that operates in Sahaptin sentences. To exemplify these and ...... 

concepts, consider the following sentenoesl 



Although simpUfied for heuristic purposes. the phraae-u.rIIer I presents 

the significant 81J1taetic ·inforation necesa&r1 to the understanding at ... -

tences 1-5. ThWl, the deep constituents and their under111ng relationa area 

w"" 1. x ... aat • old man' is a third person singular huaan noun &Ild the subject • 
noun phrase at the sentence. 

.. "." . 
2. ni-_-ya ~!!!!1 'pve lIle a horae' i8 a verb phraae and the predicate at 

the sentellce. 

,. ni-_-ya 'gave' is a di-tranaltive verb inflected for the past pertective 

indicative and is the main verb of the sentence. 

'" 4. !a' I. .e' is the first person singular independent personal prontun and 

the indirect object noma phrase of the ......... , aain verb. 

" 5. !s!! 'horse' is a third person singular nODhUII&D noun and the direct 

object noun phrase at the main verb. 
If" "... ; 

However, *1 Hut ~ in kuai. is not a graaJlatica1 Sabaptin sentence. 
i --

To carry it onto a well-formed surface structure. such as II. it must undergo 

several obligatory transformational process_a 

w'" 1. x Hut 'old u.n' as the third person s1ngul.ar subject at a transitive • 
verb having a first ad/or second person object must be inflected by 

the inverse nom1nati ve case-ending -~ • 
.. 

2. !A' I' &8 the first person singular objeot of a transi ti ve verb having a 

third person singular subject must be lnflected for the objective case 
... 

and 80 becoJlles lnay • 
.. , . ni-_-ya.· gave' as a transl tl va verb having a third person singular subject 

and a flrst and/or second person object must be lnf1ected bY' the third 

person singular subject . pronominal verb prefix !-. 



Pronoa1na.l croaa-reference is exeapl1tied in the transfcmational 

. processes 3 and 4 above, whereby the verb is indexed fen: the person ud 

nuaber or its subject and object by a pronca1nal prefix and the first word 

of the sentenoe is inflected by an enclitic that indicates whether a first 

and/or second person alngu~ or plural pronoun 18 a participant (i.e •• a 

subject ,direct object. or indirect object). 

Cross-reference by the appropriate enclitic-prefix cOilbinationa 18 a 

feature of all grumatical Sahaptln sentences. It introduces redundancy 

into the surtaoe structure of' sentences and so makes possible the elliptical 

pronominalization of underlyiDg noUIUI and pronOUDS that characterises most 

ocourr.l.ng Sahaptin sentenoee. In most cases, the cross-referencing enclitics 

provide UDaJIlbiguoua indication at the und.erl71ng subject 4md object) at the 

.entence. Thus, in sentence 2. the third person singular noDhtDI&D direct . " object !!!!! 'horae' has been elliptically prona.1na.l1Md by deletion, in 3. 

the t1rat person singular indirect object pronoun !!!&.. 'm.' has been deleted, 

w" . 
in ~ the third person singular hUJI&D. noun subject x Hut 'old un' has been • 
pronom1nal1l1ed by the third person singular hU1ll&D pronoun, and in 5, all the 

nOUDa and pronouns have been deleted. 

Sahaptin sentences alao exhibit much freedom of word-order. which is 

surel,y not unrelated to the extenai ve caae-urking and pronominal oross

referenoe. Thus, the words of sen ..... ;. 1 _y be 'scrambled' &8 in. 

" v w' , ',-6. Inil!-a.8 x traaatnh iDloY kU8i. . -
" v wI' " ,-7. Ina.... x iaaatnt.m im:ya kuai. 

a -
• , v • / >I w" ,,~ 8. Kusi-s (or 1(USi-naa) x Haa.tnH in1;ya ina.l • • 

and other reordered versions. providing that the first person singular 



The Northwest Sahaptin dialects use the -!!, '2 sng.' alterna.nt after !.-f1nals, 

F V " v 
thus Ya.k1ma. Wina.sa-am. 'You're going'. corresponds to Umatilla. WiD8Sa-nam. 

However, the long and short forms may alternate even in a single speaker's 

speech. Surface phonetic rhythm and a tendency to reduce allomorphy by sup

pressing the short enclitic forms and using the longer. more highly chara.cter-

ized alternants may be significant considerations. 

5. -l!:! '2 plu.' enclitio 

6. -maS '2 obj./ 1 sbj. sng.' enclitic 

7. -mat~ '2 obj./ 1 sbj. pIu.' enclitic 

The eight cODlDlon pronOJll1na.l verb prefixes are I 

1. !- '3 sng. sbj.· prefix 

This prefix is optional before vowel-initial (actually ?V-in1tial) 
/ ,,>/ 

themes and is usually omitted in that position, e.g., ~ i'ua. ~ 

/ "Y 

Iaama.!!!. 'The old woman eatered, went in'. 

2. R!,- '3 plu. sbj.· prefix 

Older people occasionally use ipa-. which indicates that i- was 

originally just a third person subjective prefix and -.P!,- its plurallzer. 

3. !.- r../ aw- '3 obj.· prefix 

!!.,- occurs before vowel-initial themes, !,- elsewhere. 

4. R!,- '3 sng. sbj. obv(iative)' prefix and '2 sng. sbj./ 1 sng. obj.· 

prefix 

/,. / 5. 'p'!'!:!'-,'-J pataw- '3 plu. sbj. :3 sng. obj.' prefix 
, 

The equivalent prefix in the Northeast Sahaptin dialects is ~, a 

sequence of 2 and 3 above. In the Northwest Sahaptin dialects, the same 

subjeot/object configuration is marked by a unique enclitic -l!:i Mathe 



-.-/ 
Chart I 

Intransi ti ves and Simple Copulas: 

Subject Verb Case-marking on 
Nominal Enclitic Prefix Subject Nominal 
I 

." 
sng. -nas 

·1 plu. inc. -na 
. J plu . exc. -natas 
2 sng. -nam 
2 plu. -pam 

3 sng. i-

3 plu. .12.-

Reflexives: 
.., / 

I sng. -nas pino-
1 pILl. inc. 

/ 

-na I?ama-
" / , pIu. exc. -natas pama--L 

.-
2 snp;. -nom pina-

"-..-. 
2 plu. 

.-
-pam pama-

I' 
") 

sn~~ . pina-..J 

3 plu. 
I'. 

pama-

Reciprocals: 
I 

1 pIu. inc. -na pava-
" " 1 plu. exc. -natas ~-, 

r') plu. -pam ~-t::-

3 plu. 
, 
~-
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Chart 1 presents their sever.al enclitic-prefix combinations. The second 

major class oo.pr1aea· the transi ti va structures in their varied aubject

object contlguratlon~. Chart 2 treats their enclitic-prefix combinations. 

The third class composes the possessive copulas and the intranei ti ves with 

possessed subject. Chart:3 details their encl1tio-pref'ix coablnations, 

note that only th1rd person nClll11na.lB may be possessed. 

The interaction of the enclitics and verb prefixes is .oat complex in 

the case of transitive sentences with non-Identical th1rd person subjects 

and objects. as well as those with f1r8t and/or second person subjects and 

th1rd person objects. because there are several apparently gruuaatical con

figurations possible, some are aet included In Chart 2 to avoid further 

complex1 ty • The use of the objective case-end1ngs is also involved. 

Briefly. there are three pat-terns observed in these transi ti va structu:res 

that may be scheaatized as tollows. 



( 

'T'v~'" A f.r~ sr:"" SU"h l'eC+ F("\Ml' na1 + O"h,,'; at l' \TP Nom i nat; VP -",1:-'~ •• , t-" ·6- '.Iv - ."..", .1 ~ 'VI_ - .--". -,,-

case-endi!1G 

3 plu. Subject Nominal . 
A'. ~ 1 and/or 2 Subject ~;omina1. + Enclitic 

Type 
E. ([~ 

B'. ( : 
... 

Type C, (3 
'3 

sng. Subject nominal 

plu. Subject Nominal 

d I ') S ,. t 'r • 1 + k' l' t . an- .; or t: uOJec l',omlna__ , .. nc. 1 lC 

sng. 

T-1,· 
.i:'-'-;~. 

Subject Nominal 

Subject Nominal 

C' • land/or? Subject Nominal + Enclitic 

- ci~\ + I 
;>at3: \ 

Verb - 3 Object Nominal + 

- a ) 

+ Verb - 3 Object Nominal + 

--~~ 
+ Verb - 3 Object Nominal 

Objective 
case-ending 

Objective 
case-ending 



Theae are exemplified ina 

Type A. 

Type A'. 

, V·" , .", 

Vina+1n - :e+tuxnana - ya&!I!!8.-tna. • 
man-obv. 3 ang. abj.-ahot mule-obj. 

nom. obv. deer ang. 

'The un ahot a mule deer'. 

" , , " In .... - a+tuxnana - ya&!!!a+u& • • 
I-I ang. 3 obj.-shot mule-obj. 

deer ang. 

'I shot a mule deer'. 

Type A and A' sentencea may have their constituent words scraabled. prov1ded 

that the encll tic is attached to the first word. 

Type B. 

Type B'. 

Type O. 

Type 0'. 

/ V " '." Vins - i+tuxnana - yaaaasJ-na. - . 
man 3 ang.-ahot mule-obj. 

abj. deer ang. 

'The man shot a mule deer'. 

" , "'" In-tea - tuxnana - ya ......... . • 
I-I ang. ahot aule-obj. 

deer sng. 

'I shot a mule deer'. 
" 'v" ., /" 

Vins - i+tuxnana - yaamasl. - . 
man 3 ang.-shot mule 

sbj. deer 

'The man shot a mule deer'. 
V " I( y-

In .... - tuxnana - yauasl • • 
1-1 sng. shot mule 

deer 

'I shot a mule deer'. 

The conat1 tuent words of Type C and 0' sentences MY not be scrambled. 



Informants agree that Type B transltlve .entences. occur, but they say 

that the Type A and C ones are proper. My older lnformants regarded the 

highly characterized Type A ones as 'best'. Types A and C are said to be 

synonoJllous. Jacobe (19311143) earlier aqgeated that they contrasted as 

deflni te versus deflni te subject, while I once thought they might contrast 

as defln1 te versus indefln1 te object, but further data contravened both 

hypotheses. We do no more than document the variablli ty here. 

The nominative case has two formsl 
- (-loll after n-finals) 

The inverse .oainati va caae-end1ng -~lIIarKs the ffiird person slngular 

subject of a transitive verb with a first or second person objeot and always 

co-ocours wlth the 1- '3 sng. sbj.' verb prefix. Examples area 
, ,./;',/, ./ 

lAama-nill-S i-niY! !!!! k@tilt1ma. 

old -inv.-l sng. 3 sng.-gave 
woman nom. sbj. 

me plece of 
(obj.) beadwork 

'The old woman gave ae a pi_oe of beadJfork'. 

/ '" ',/ v 

Wins-nJrm-nam i-qinusa. 

man-inv.-2 sng. 3 sng.-sees 
nom. sbj. 

'The man sees you', 
-win N =~ -n"" -In* 

The obviative nominatlve case-ending m- ~ mi"rksthe third person 

* The obviative nonnatlve ls homophonous with the personal coaitative suffix 

and the dual number suffix. It ls probable that the comi tat 1 ve suffix. which 

has a Nez Perce cognate (Aoti 1970178). furnished the material as the Sahapt1.n 

obviative nominative and dual number categories developed. An eX8Jl.ple of the 

personal comi tati ve 1s I 



, ,. v' .," ~ 

!'!! kuuax1 T1la:re t1laak1-ln ;p&-w1naxa.na. • • 
and so T1layu. woman-co.. :3 plu.-used to 

too sbj. go 

'And so too T1layma. and his wife used tc go'. 

singular subject of a transltive verb with a non-careferentlal third person 

singular objeot. Its use is optional. although regarded as 'Blost correot'. 
~ 

and it always co-ocours with the E!- ':3 sng. sbj. obv.· pronominal verb 

prefix and the -na .~-an 'obj. ang.' caae-end1ng on the object nom1na.l, it it 
-1\ - -wln 

baa not been deleted. The ~alternant occurs after !,-finals. -l!! after !,-

finals. -~ after l-flnala, and -in elsewhere. Examples are 1 

w/ / v / 
X Haat-ln pa-tuyayca .. wani-na. 
t 

old-obv. :3 sng. sbj.-Iectured boy-obj. 
nom. obv. sng. 

'The old man lectured the boy'. 
~ , WV / 

Hull-1n pa-W1laW; sa k~-na. 

wind-obv. :3 sng. sbj.-1s blowing dust-obj. 
nOll. obv. up sng. 

'The wind 1s blow1ng up the dust'. 

All other subjects and predicate nominatives are UllJII&X'ked tor case. 

The objecti ve ~ has s1ngular and plural forms. The objective s1ngu

lar 1s generally -na (-nan 1n Northwest Sahapt1n). but -a after n-t1nals and - - - -
-!:!!. after !,-f1nals.* wh1le the objectlve plural 1s always""!:!!!!:!!. As a 

* A speoial objective Singular caae-end1ng -l!! is used only with a small sub

olass ot the kinship terms. An example 1s I . , /.", 

I-qinuna asaa-pa. 

:3 sng. -aaw wife-obj. 
sbj. sng. 

'He saw his wife', 



first approximation. one may say that the objective oase-endings are used 

optionally to aark the direct objeot or a single-traMi ti va verb and obliga

torily to mark the indirect object or a di-transitive. However. the rule tor 

objeot-marking is aotually sensitive to the feature 'hUJII8.D' in the underlying 

direct or indirect objeot nominal. Human indireot and direot object nemnals 

do not oo-ocour. whichever is present receives objeot-marking. Soae examples 

area 
.". , V ;' ~ 

In-as a-qinusa awina-in-aman. 

I-I sng. :3 obj.-see aan-dual-obj. 
plu. 

'I see tae two men'. 
V' , / " .", 

Caw-naa p!8MDay a-ykSa? 

neg.-2 .... them :3 obj .-hear 
(obj.) 

'Don't you hear thea'? 
'" .; / W" ,. ;' 

Ku-tas awku k Da &-waqitlrnxana wa1!Ukya-ma-aman • • 
and-l plu. then there :3 obj.-would look bull-plu.-obj. 

exc. for elk plu. 

'And then there we would look for bull elk'. 

w' , / " 
X lraaat-in pa.anay pa.-nll! kuai. . -
old-obv. him :3 sng. sbj.-gave horse 

(obj.) obv. 

'The old man gave him a horse'. 

The possessive case* also has Singular and plural forma. In Uutilla. 

* Possessive-marking in kinterms differs and is not treated here. 



, , 
the poes.ssi ve s1ngular is genera.l.ly -mI1 after vOirel-f1m.la and -111 after - -
consonant-finals. but nOUDS in final -!!. drop the -!,. coapeD8ator1~ lengthen 

, ~y 
the a-vow.l. and add the -!l, ending. Other dialects differ .11.gbtly in the 

, " , 
distributions of -DId. and -111. The possesaive plural is always -aa1.. The - - -
poss .. si v. u.rkII the pC88esscr DO.11 na.l in a poasessi ve noUD phrase that JI&7 

function as a subj.ct in independent and depend.at claus... Underly1!lg pea

..... d noll1nal object phras .. are treated differently, s •• the section on the 

allati v. ca.ae. Tho possessi va alao urias the gen1 t1 v. at substance ad the 

subj.ct1 ve Dom1nal.s of gerund! ve noaina.l1za.tiona. Exaaplea are I 

,/ "V 
tilaa1d-md m1.l!D!8 

WCSIll-p088. ch1ld 
SDg. 

'the woman's child' 
,/ ,/.", 

tilaak1-_-aai miyaD!!-_ 

wOIl8ll-plu. -poss. ch1ld-plu. 
plu. 

'the w~'s ch1ldren' 
.... ,/,/ 

Wkxaa-JI1. strmr1-t • 
W1ahraa-p08.. speak-ger. 

eng. nom. 

'th. Wishram language' 

:If ,/ .-
X f!aat-111 ~ • • 
old-poes. :3 obj.-be 
man eDg. 

'It's the old man's'. 

~ &lf~ ~~lIIa o.n1.a ta,....w. ilk-as-.1. 

now th.n Coyote :3 sDg.-busied -.d. hat wood-poss. 
sbj. hi .. el:r BDg. 

'Now then Coyote busi.d hi ... l:r &1Id made a hat out of wood'. 



:w ., " ., 
X aaat-mi a-wa tuxuna-t. . -. 
old.-poss. :3 obj.-be shoot-ger. 
man sng. nom. 

'It was shot by the old man', 

The possess 1 ve oase-end1ngs are also used as catalytic elements in 

forming the adverbial case-forms ot of hUJl8ll nouns and personal pronouns. 

The instrumental case-ending ls generally -ki, although there are SOlIle 

marginal constructlons In -kil {v -kin. It marks the underlying inanimate 

instrumental nominative and other less readily labelled deep syntaotic 

notIons, e.g., with hwnan nominals, It best translates as 'about'. 

Examples are I 
/ ./ V' / /"..,., 

A-tuxnana-a.s yaamas-na. cinki twlnpas-ki • • 
:3 obj.-shot-l sng. mule-obj. this gun-lnst. 

deer (Inst.) 

'I shot a mule deer with this gun'. 
, 

wuxa-kil • 
foot-inst. 

'on foot, by foot' 
/ 

pa....nawat-kl 

~~:-bellY-inst • 

'belly to belly' 
V I' I' V w,,'/ / 
Suyap!-ma awins-ma k &alisim pa-sinwisa tllaak1-ma-aai-ki. 

Whiteman-plu. man-plu. always :3 plu.- are -woman-plu.-posa.-lnst. 
abj. talking plu. 

'Whitemen are always talking about women' • 

.,. ." " t " 
A-sapatwana-as wiwnu-na pakuki-ki. 

J obj.-mixed-l ang. huckleberry-obj. salmon-lnst. 
ang. flour 

'I mixed huckleberries with salmon flour'. 



V" ., "'.'/" 

In-as a-t uxnana yaamas-na anawi-t-ki • • 
I-I eng. :3 obj .-shot Ilule-obj. be -ger.-inst. 

deer eng. hungry nom. 

'I shot a mule deer out of hunger, because of my hunger'. 

The locative case-ending is generally -E!' It commonly indicates 

position in, at, or near some nominal referent. With some verbs, it 

indicates motion into or onto, and it also mark a number of not easily 

labelled deep syntactic notions, e. g., with gerundive noll1nallzations, 

it translates as 'while, during'. Examples arel 

/ ""./'" v'" 
'-ama i-tutisa miti ~ n1it-pa. 

old :3 sng.- is inside this house-loco 
woman sbj. standing (100.) 

'The old woman is standing inside this house' • 
.I / 

aWins-ma-ami-pa 

man-plu.-p08S.-1oc. 
plu. 

'among the men, at the men's place' 
~ , ~ V " 

Ku cawin ~ nii t-pa.. 

and anyway entered house-loo. 

'And she entered the house anyway'. 

/ ' / 

~ i-wa qinu-pa. 

good :3 sng.-be see-loco 
sbj. 

'She's good-looking, nice to look at'. 

I-walptaykSana xni-t-pa • • 
3 sng.- was dig -ger.-Ioc. 

Singing roots nom. 

'She was singing while digging roots'. 



v 
The allative s:!!!!. has two forms in Umatilla. -kan.-v -can* are used with 

v * The palatallzationof -!!!!, to -~ evidences vocallc harmony at a more ab-

stract level of phonological representation; see Rigsby and Silverstein 

(1969&49-51). 

a small set of nominals, while -yaw is the general allative case-ending. The 

Sahaptin dialects differ greatly aaong themselves in the distributions of the 

v 
marginal -kan fV -£!!! and the productive -yaw endings. Some younger speakers 

.~ 

use only the -yaw fora, while others retain -kan- -~ in a few 'frozen' 

phrases. 

The two allatives have disparate origins and once marked different deep 

syntactic categories. 
v 

The _~/V -~ form derives from an earlier allative 

case-fo:rm that indicated motion to or toward some nominal goal, while -l!! 

reflects an older dative case-form that marked the deep dative goal (not to be 

confused with the indirect object) or benefactive nominal and several other 

not readily labelled notions. However, the contrast in case-marking of the 

two categories has now been neutralized and -l!;! has been generalized to most 

environments. Nonetheless, the allative and dative-benefactive remain distinct 

1n underlying structure, but now evidence the_elves in more subtle fashion. 

Deep human dat1ve nominals are not marked by the allative case-endings, 

rather they require that the verb theme be inflected by the benefactive suffix 

and the dat1 ve nominal be marked by the objective case, whioh process may be 

te:rmed the 'objectiv1zat1on of personal dat1ves'. Personal datives may also 

develop at an intermediate stage of derivation from underlying possessed 

nom1nal object phrases. In that case, the verb theme is inflected by the 

benefact1 ve suffix, the possessor nominal is 'object1 vized " and the possessed 
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direct object nominal remains in absolute form. The cross-ref'erencing of 

sentences with objectlv1zed personal datives then follows as though they 

were true di-transit1ves. 

The usual benefactive suff1x 1s -!1..- (-l!:1..- after :!.-fina1s), although 

a second form -!!!:!,- occurs in some dialects. My main Umatilla infomant 

used only the -!!:1..- form, while my main Yakima informant uses both. Evi

dently, Jacobs' (19311200-201) Ta.1tnapam and Lower Snake informants also 

used both, but with some indicat10n in Lower Snake that the two realized 

d1fferent deep categories, -y- marking object1vized possessors and -!:!!!,

objectiv1zed personal dative-benefa.ctives. In most dialects, however, the 

occurrence of one or the other alternant is morphologically conditioned and 

they are 1n complementary distribution.* 

* The Nez Perce dialects also differ in their use of one or the other of 

the copte benefactive morphemes (Aoki 1970. 7 ). 

For their part, deep personal allative nom1nala require that the verb 

theme be inflected by the directive suffix -!!:!!.- (-~- in Northeast and 

Northwest Sahaptin) and the personal allative be objectivized. 

The objectiv1z1ng of personal allat1ves seems to be optional, although 

my informants considered that sentences so formed sound 'better'. Younger 

speakers often do not objectivize, but simply mark the personal allative 

nominal with the -l!:! case-ending. They likewise often mark personal datives 

by possess1ve-plus-objective inflection. 

Thus, the -kan--v -Can and -yaw allative case-endings do not contrast 

on the surface and the complex benefactive and directive constructions with 

objecti vized personal datives and allat1 ves , respectively. are in oomplementary 



distribution. Examples at allatlve cue-mark1ng are. 

rtP¥'l-kan 

donriver-all. 

'dOWDri verward. ' 

miti"" 

down-all. 

'downward' 

:ri ver-all. 

'to, toward. the :river' 
". ...., .., ~ ; 

TuxsaDa-aB Bilt-kan, nUt-yaw. 
I 

was -1 sDg. h~e-all. 
returning 

'I was returD1ng to the houae'. 

:3 p1u.-wi11 go CU&8s-all. 
sbj. 

be 19norant-l eDg. fish w1th-ger.-all. 
of' net Dom. 

'I don't know how to flsh wlth a net'. 
'/ ~,,~ , v ;' 
~ 1-w&0& tuxuna-t l!!II!!-na wa~1-t-yaw • • 
d1f'flcult :3 SDg.-was shoot-ger. Jlule-obj. :run-ser.-all. 

sbj. nam. sng. DOlI. 

'It was diff1cult to shoot a runn1Dg deer'. 

The following sentences 11lustrate the treatment at personal datlves 

(which may develop also froJa underlying poss.sed object phrases). The last 



s sentenoe illustrates the different treatment of possessed object phrase by 
'I 

younger speakers in which both possessor nominal and possessed nominal ... eive 

objeotive ease-marking. 
'" ;' V ". v' .;-

Ina! wins l-wataa-ay-xa-na twati-na. -- . 
my 

(poss.) 
man 3 sng.-beat the-bene.-ous.-past shaman-obj. 

sbj. stioks asp. tns. sng. 

'My husband used to beat the stioks for the shl;unan '. 
" ~ ~ /.~ 
Qinw-al-S&-na-mas ima.nay !!!!!.. 

see-bene.-imp.-past-2 eJjj./ 1 you horse. 
asp. tns. sbj. sng. (obj.) 

'I saw your horse'. 
'v V / '/ A-ginusana-as im1nanay kusi-na. 

3 obj.-saw-l sng. your horse 
(obj.) 

'I saw your horse'. 

The following sentenoes illustrate the treatment of personal or possessed 

alla.tives. The last one exhibits the treatment of personal allatives .by 

younger speakers. 
" v ~ ,. 

Wins-in tilaak1-na pa-wyanawy-awa-na. 

man-obv. woman-obj. 3 sng. sbj.-oome-dire.-past 
nOlR. ang.· obv. tns. 

'The man came to the woman's plaoe'. 
, ../ V ;' :. 

Wins-~m-nas i-wyanawi~yawa-na. 

man-inv.-l sng. 3 sng.-oome-d1re.-past 
nom. sbj. tns. 

'The man came to my place'. 
~..,/" ,;' 

Wins i-wyanawiya inmi-yaw. 

man 3 sng.-came my -all. 
(poss.) 

'The man came to my place'. 

0; 



, 1/-

There is also a peripheral case-llke ending -laykan that appears to 

be built upon the -kan allative. although it is not strictly allative in 
./,/ v .,; 

meaning, as in cuus-laykan 'along the river, by the water', watam-laykan 

'by the lake'. and pt~n-laykan 'near the brush, bushes'. 

The ablative case has a productive ending in -~, but a small set of 

v 
nominals select an alternant in -~.* The ablative marks underlying ablative 

* As with the allative -~-"-' -can, the palatalization of the ablative -tn1 

to -oni evidences underlying vocallc harmony. 

and abessive categories and is also used to form the superlative of adjectives. 

Examples are I 

downriver-abl. 

'from downriver' 
;' V / 

Miti-cni i-panayt~ma. 

down-abl. 3 sng.-came up 
sbj. 

'He came up from beIQW'~ 

~).&~ V ' ,r 

I-~pwaan1canwiya kusi-kni. 

3 sng.-jumped horse-abl. 
sbj. down 

'He jumped down off the horse'. 

,; " v / ,; 
Watxan-am a-qinusana ttmay-ma-aman Wayam-kni? • 
interrogative-2 sng. 3 obj.-saw ma1den-plu.-obj. Celllo-abl. 

plu. 

'Did you see the yound women from CellIo'? 

'the biggest (one)' 




