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CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE STUDY OF THE SALISH"::~ 

INTRODUCTORY 

An a.nalysis of the Salish verb is a c:entxal requirement both from 

a descriptive a.nd from a his·t;orical point of viGwt;. If by IIverb tl W(!; un

derstand all finite, all participial ("who went, who saw men)~ and all 

fa.ctual ("tho.t he went, (for) him to st!!e men) expressions, then a very 

large part of morphology as well as syntax is involvedo From a historical 

point of viQtIl- ~ closer study of the Salish ye:=b may be ezpected to lead. 

to ,8. better insight into Sa.Jish abla.ut patters (cfo KU,i:gerS 1970:52, Kin

kade and Sloat 1972:41-44)~ whicil in 1iUL\:"Ll w,ill elucidato the' PS vowel 

system.: and its reflexos: in the individualls.nguae...es. 

In generalp the Salish languages have tl suoject-parad.j.gm for intrans

itives, an object-subject paradigm for transitivcs, tho latter m~rked by 

overt tranoitivizors. Factuals arc nominalizaticns which take, in &dditio~ 

to ob.iect- and. sometimes also sub.il!lct-affixes, affixes of the possessi Vt'i 

paradigm. Some of the lang'J,ages have a "dependent" perrwnal paradigm be-· 

sides the fini to one (e.g- She ~/i·i>l·ll-k.."l I eat vs. '''ox ge • .. i?;n-.... m I am 

eating). Somehavo in part al tej,~nativc object~·suffixas which go with dif~ 

ferent transitivizers. J;4~orms with transitivizers can be d.etra.llsitivized 

. by the suffixation of it!'o -(V)m t.o yield passive forms, the use of which 

is to a large extent a matter of focus but altJo comprises seman'j;ically 

~ctor-less oonstructionso Eesides these -m passives, somo of the languages 

have paasives with 1st and 2nd perso object-suffixes. A curious fact is 

that some of the personal tr~~s. forms are identical with passive ones, 

but that these identities are not tho Bama in different languages (e.g~ 

in Sqo the identity holds between the 38, p -- 28, P .forms, iDe. Un:! sees 

you'" = "you are seen", whereas in She it holds between the Ip -- 2" ?)s, p 

formsc
, i.e. "we see you, him." = ·Ily ou are i'!eell~ he is eeentl .) 

SOIa$ languages affix alJ. pe:csoll6il elemeniis to tho stem, o't;hers afflx 

th~ subject-elements wholly or in part to clitios .. 

The material which follows is intended to s);low th~ Ilaillf:'~atu:l'es of 

the verbal system in a. number of langtlages •. Some data arc lacking (in pa~r

ticular the participial forms, which in general ccmp:dse So subject·'centered 

(nwho sees me/you, etco") ~md. an object-centered ('~who!1!. I/yoUt etc., s&e lt ) 

8erie~ We plan to add. to this ma teria.l at fu'rure oonferences. A prime Q.t.

sidel~atum is a listing of all -verbs bdonging to a particular type (say, 

Sechel t verbs . vii th transi ti vizGI' -t (rather than ~nf -nt, -it.)) .. 
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Possessive 

Is n-

2s 
., 

-~u 

3s 
,. 

-8 

1n -(>'.)ke\ 
t 

?p -lep 

30 -i 

~~al Affixes 

Itr. sub.i. 

-( >'. )k"ln 

-(X)kexO 

-0 

-(>,)ke\ 

-(~)keiep 

-!1-wi t, 

'l'r. sub.i. 1 Tr. sub';. 2 

-(\)k~n 

-O.)kex" 

( '.) ., 
··-}1 es 

-m -urn ()s obj.) 
. ) . ~ -po keleD 

-itei (3s/0 obj.) -v{ites 

(lp.ob,i.) 

(3'fJ-p 

". 
·When -ken, _kex o , -ke\, -kelep ~ ... n rt ... _ 

, 
preceded by V, R, R O'~ ? , - a I, is 

inserted. An h 5. s inserted between -es and a. preceding vowel. 

Tr. obj. 1 Tr. 00.1. 2 'rr. ~ub.i • J.. 
-n (25 ob.i.) 

1s " ( -0 -umx 
-hen (Jp ob,j. ) 

?s 
··v. -umt -en 

35 .-¢ -¢ 
1p -umu)" 

-U'T\U (3p suhj. ) 

0 

(Is sub.i.) ?o -U1"lu\ 
, , 

(3s/p b' \ -em81e~ suo .1. I 

3D ·-cni (Is flub:i. ) 

-wi:t (2s!p sub.i· ) 
, 

subj.) -?iz (38 

Trnnsit,;vi zers 

? -Vn( +,) with verbs hflvj ng ::i tr. form '\'.'; th -xAl. Vowel of stem is 

rooa~+od h~~orn _ni+) • ~ \-.'<"_ 1.0 ,_, • ~ '.... \-; ~ J, ,\.I • 

- . , or) ,J • / 



'" - t.o blow it ** t,r. oux"un u PUx xe.L on 

i ' IV ladle f...,od !,v. nC).xxel to -i:-l tr. nC~XJn 

e cesxel to fe9l ~~"'* tr. 
v,..., 
cesen 

~ x"3]xel to saw i}i} tr. x"3lan 

Causative. This t.ra.ns'ti.yizer if' followed by tr. ob5. 

8uff1xes of t.ype 2. Verbs whose mp.an"ing is intrinstcally 

t.ran::,·j t ~ ver only. ~Y.:arrrp 1 P.f;: 

, 
qemt to get hit. 

a ~!.·t ~(t) .~;ll -,:;.1\ J to (C":1'.l.use to get) hit· 

• \iq t.o come 

~.-i q-s( t) to cause to cO!TIe :.-: +,0 hring 

- 3 

In addition, t.his trans.;tiv;zer -s(t)- jR used after stems extended 

wi th -p , to refer to a nOn-l)UT'POSe pcti on. 

u. -rnin(t)-

;;. -xit-: to do for or to sOlTJebody. 

-m / 

• 

Examples of tr. sub';_ ann oO.i. suff:ixes 

Tr. obj. and sub,i. SUff:iXf~S 1 "lre used afte!' tranr,itiyizers -nCt), 

( \ .' ) -Vn t / - , -m:mlt - , -xit- • '1'1'. oh.i. and sub:i. suffixes 2 are userl after 

-s( t) (cal1!C8.ti ve) ann -p-s( t)- (no:l-pur])ose). 
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t.O f;cald 

Is }5 "'0 ¢ ~ , g al-n- - ken 36 - 1s .'\1 ",'" 
gal-n-c-~s 

2s 38 "., ¢ >..k' 0 g<:)l-n- -' ex ?n 1s Va ...,,,' 
g e'_!1-c-kp.l~p 

35 - 35 Yu ¢ 'v g ;)1-n- -es 3'0 1s Vo y ' ... J "'. g al-n-c-e.L1t",es 

Ip 35 Yo... ¢' (passi-.re) ?s II' 
Vo 

81-nt-umu>...-kex" g a..:.-n-.-8ffi - g 

20 38 
"0 , , 

3::: 10 v" 
9] -nt-u,"nUA-es g 91-n-\ko.len - g 

3D 35 '''u ¢,.-g 81-n- -ltes 3p Ip ""u "1' v g ol-nt-umu-~)_ tes 

Is -25 "'0 vi ), ?p 10 "''' • # ' g ~n-n-CJ- ken - g al-n+-umu~-k~}ep 

3~ ?s 
"0 v,_ In ?o "'0 ,'" • - g "l1-n-c"l-I-Jp.s g 9]-nt·-emelep-esrn t 

10 ?s "u v I If; 3p v,) , , \k g ')l-n-Cl-m - g ~,_nt-enl- en 

3'0 ?s ghl-n-?:5 {. -h o.s",ri t 25 - 3p "'u ~ 't k ° g 8J.-n-?Tl - ex 

Is ?n g" "l1-nt-1jITlu"'-ken 38 3'0 "-'go 'v ,.' (sub j. ob';. ) g dl-n-es- )'1 z -
38 ;:>p Yu" ,'..., g el-nt-emelen-es Ip 30 gUa1 - nt-en-'lm-wi.t (passive) , 

(OASS). VB) 
Yu , , Ip 2p gOal-nt-emAkeleo /'0 - 3p g aJ.-n-.... ll t-k~lep 

25 Is VI) 1 ,",' 0 g '3 -n-C-Kex 3p - 3p g-;l-n-ites (= 38 -' 3s) 

"''''' '" ( J' g .3;.-P··8 t 

Is 38 "n 'Y ¢ , g "l1-p-s- -kr-m 35 Is gUal-p-st-u~~-es 

?fl 3s' "u .. ~ ¢ , 0 

1s IV 0 .... " g ,,1-D-8- -·kex ?1) - g Sl1-p-st-umx-ke1ep 

38 35 
va v ¢ # .. , Yu V , V g 61-0-8- -(~S jp - 1s g "Jl-l)-st -umx-e1 J. te s 

Ip - 35 Yo 1 g e v tj)..' -p-st- um ?s - lp "0 ~'), k 0 g al_ .... _:::t-umu .-. ex 
, ., 

20 38 .... 0 1 ~ ¢ I " 1p ""0 1 Yt ' ~ .. Y - g 3. -n-s- -K~Le'O 38 - g ~ -p-1O -UYTlU -es :'.: .. 
3D 36 "'u 1 .... t ¢ 't v g :;} -p-s - J-WJ. "-·e5 3p - 1n g°;)l~_ st-.-Ur:1U-1:l tes 

1s 26 v"] Yt"),k ?n In Vo "~ ... " #~ g 3 .-p-5 -U~J.- ~n - g 81--0-5 u-U'1lUA.-K8.1.P.D 

3s 25 g031-D-st-umi~hes 2p Yo v " v. 
30 - g el-n-5t,..8melep-esvnt 

Ip 25 "0 1 "".... ~ . g ;) -P-SiJ-UlTn-1'!\ Is 3n "0 .....,. \.' g ~1-p-st-em.-· Ken 

3p 28 Vo W', h " 't g' el-9-st-ur~!l- ASWT • ~s - 3p Vg ...... I't 1 Q g ~1-P-S·-""T1 -K6X 

1s ?n Yo ....., A g al-o-st.-Ui11U -k~n 38 - }o 
Yo v ,...,. ?,' 
g '31-1"_s'-ElD- 1 Z (subj. oh.;, ) 

.,c] v + I ' "'. Vu v t ' 't 35 - ?o g~ _-n-s.~- p.M.elpo-ps 1n - 3D g a1-0-5 ,-fm-;:l:1'.-''''' . 

10 ?n Vg V L " g "ll-p-s·,;rP"'l-), kel"ln 2p 3D "'(1 .v' .... ~' g 8J-D-s-vn v-keleo 

?s 1s Yo, v~, k " g 9_-n_"l,~-1l"'lX- .ex 3D - 30 g"81-p-st-wJt-es 
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Future 

, 
huz plus 'Oers. jntr. sUb.;. sui'f i x"3s, follovied by verb Vii. th ob.j. 

suffixes 1. When 3 sip is sub.ject, suh.i_ !'luffixes 3s/p are added to 

ob.;. suffixes. 
, 

Note 1: before -ken, .-kmco, -ke\, -kelep, 1).1 j s inserted, wh:i.ch tUrns 
, , 

huz into huy. 

Note 2: -Ake)., does not occur in 11) ?s, 1'0 - 38, Ip - Jo. 

In l~ - 2s I -nl J.. ~ placed aftl'lr ob,i. suff; x ..c:l.-
T'll heln you. 

In Is - 3'0 I-henl tc:; placed after ob5. suffix -eni-
$ , 

hUyAken nUkOent-enj.-hen 

I ']1 help the'1l. 

I -nl and I-l,p.nl a!'e tr. subj. ~uffi:xes 3. 

Pas~ive: 

2s gOal-n-c1-m (= Ip-?~) 

35 gO~1-n-9m \= 1'0-38) 

, "0 1 t I' 1 ~p g 0 -n .-U'1lu_-am 
, 

2p gDal-nt-em).kelep (= Ip-?p) 

• 

* * -:I' 

!r:1p(~rat,ive : . . 
, , 

213-3s gaal-n ( me>.} 

2s·-1'p gt.'el-nt-u'1luA (meA) 

., .... 0 1 I 20-.)8 g a -n-1 

3 "0 - I 't 2p-. p g a.L·-fl-l-Vll. 

2] V9 1 ... I' 1 e" p-.p g a -n~-umu -1 

~ 1 ~o 1 "'1' cp- s g a -n-ce -1 
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B. SECHELT' VERB FO?.MS 

POSSESSIV~ ITRo SUBJD TR. OBJ 0 (1) 1tRn OBJ~(2) TRo SuBJ c 

, ., I" " V f 
.A- n- -c-n -c-an -c- -u."llS- ~c-n/-an 

2 'I_ v 0/'" 0 -c-x -c-ax -ci- -umi.- v (.1/ 0 -c-x -ax 

3 -8 ZERO Ztmo " /' 0 -x - 8X - -as 

Ip ms- " / v -s-t -co-at -umu)..- -umUA- v / -3-t -at 

2p ?- -alap -c-a1-ap -(d .. -~lap • "'1 -Uffil··-a_ap -c\-al;-ap!-a1-ap 

Jp -s-it ZERO ZERO -x?_/-sxo- -as-it 

( ) b • • • ... t +h ~ of' t.l t" ; 0 . 
TR~ DBfT. 2 is meed aIter the tranSJ.tlvu:ers -n- ana -s '-; " e .-IS ~orms -x -, -ax -
are in co~r,nlernentary rlistribution:the former is found after transitivizer _·st-, 
t.he latter aft,er tr"Jnsitivi'7,er -n-. 
'l'11e secondary forns of the 'fRo SUBS. are used after _~xu_o 

TRANSltIVIZt:;RS 

-( v)t-

-st-

-n-

.... -mlv-

V is often the I'~ot-voV':eL -ut- is found only in combination with root
vowel -u-, but V CuG does not necessarily take -ut- as a t.ransitivizer. 

~3,t-at- to cut~ tan-at- to bend, tarnuJ.-at, .• to patch un, 
"~i t t' ' 1 xJ.s- Vl-at- '0 :\,T1st/cur 

-at- : 

-u.t- : 
, , , , 
q(luy-ut- to kill, yuA-ut- to paint., sux"-t- to catch sight. of 

~ 

nj.l-lt- to mix, hfl-:l.t to roll over, kOan-·h- to look at, 
qanam-ft=- to listen to 

-it-: 

-,-:,-: m8~9_t.- to swallow, ~okO-t- to wipe, kUana!!l~t- to hel1?, ?ix-Ji-us .. t
to neel 

Causative: ?{y-st.- to like tto cause to be good)r nIl-tit- to brinG \to 
cause to come), cu-st- take along tto cause to gO) 

Non-Durnose: taln3E-n- to cure, A;)m-n- to forget, kUan-n- to cateh 
qanam-n- to o'lerhear 

Refers t.o an object. vlhich 1.s only indirectly involved in the action 
exoressed by the stem: ? , ~ 

"t ~~ t b" .j. t ... t . ~ qa ... l r!!ll'v: 0 e.~~ev...£, vayaq-tnJ.v- .:..~oe a~bry B't" 
'1 0

- t", t P 't 't ql l~-mlv- 0 mourn ~or~ qa!!ll -ml,- to acco~Dany 

. ., i ) 
'l'1lA.NSITIV~ f)ARADIGM l qanam-~ t- to 1 gten to 

1-3 
?-3 
3-3 

Ip··3 
2-0-3 
3p-3 
l-? 
3-2 

Ip-2 

, ... 
onnam-lt-c-n 

c. t.....,., 
Q2.Dp.m-J.t·-c-x 

• I 
')anam-lt-<lS 
~ , ..... 

aanarn-:lt-s-t 
Qanam-it-c-al-ap , , 
qaqnam-lt-as-it· 

't . v qRD<>,m-J. . -c~-c-n 

q:marn-·it-ci-m \PA~S.) 
... It • " qana'Tl-lt-cl-s-t 

1-2p 
'3-?p 
lp-21) 

2-1' 
3-1 

2n-l 
3p-l 
?-lp 
3-1p 

?p-J.p 
?n-ln 

. ...., ... , 
qan~m-lt-cl-c-n-a~ap 
Qan3::ll.-it-ci-m-alaD ~ PASS.} 
q'~mrlm-i t-ci-s-t.-~iap 
.' ~ ., u > 

qanem-l. t·-c-c-x 
qanarn-it-c-as 
qanam-i t-c-~-al-.ap 
qaanam-ft-c.·as-it 

l • ~ V (J 

qanam-l t-urnuA-c-x 
, ~ , 

0anam-l c.-U,'1lUA.-B S 
"1 II. V , 

qRna'1l-it-urnUA.-c-al-au , , 
n:=.nn::lm_; 1·._nmnA-,q l":-; t. 



PASSIVE (sap-!qO-at- to club on.the 

.. 1 
, , 

sap-~qO-at-c-al-m 

2 
J , 0 • 

sap-1q -at-c1-m 
, . 

3 sap-:tqO-!tt-m 

IU.PJ:5RA'l'I V~ 

itr: V15}ili +i - ::SUo,; .. -,,' -1a 

mi come! 

\I "Q f j 

cax - ws-am wash your body; 

r..1 v..., 0 
~J..mas-c-x walk! 

, 0 1/ .., ° cax -uya-m-c-x .... rash your hands~ . -
in! o ..... 0 J q a},-·c-ax - ,n come 

qiyi-1a don"'v ~ 

en-la. I go. 

hea.d) 
• 

Ip sap-iq O-at-,uITlul-m 

2p , • Q ' 

sap-l~ -at-ei-m-alan 

3p , " sap-sap-1qO-at-m 

tr: VBRB-t,ransivo-OB.T o +/- SUBJ o +/- -la 

... ~ leave me alone ! 
yat-·e ..t • 't' t I ,: 'Te ~ l.) 0 me • 

I". V 0 qanam-l.l,-e-c:-x listen to h .. " I 

kOanam-t-umuA-c-xo help us! 

w<1it for I me: f ~ v '" Aaq-at-c-c-x -la 
• 

ya:t-umuA-la give it to US~ 
"', t k'utq-1t-e-la kisf' me I, 

mi-3t-x O-la bdng it ~ 

l'RANST'J.'IVt<.: PARr'l.J)IGM '"rith transitivizer -n- (qanam-n-. to overhear) . . 
1-3 
2.-3 
3-3 

Ip-3 
2p-3 
Jp-3 

1 .. 2 
3-2 

Ip-2 

, ° qanp..rrt-n-ax -an 
, .0 0 Qanam-n-ax -ax 

~ ~ " qanam-n-3X -·as 
, U t qanam-n-ax -2, 

aanam-n-8x n-al-ap .... * <i . 
qanam-n-ax -as-it 

, .J ." qanBrt-n-Uml.-c-n , ~ ~ 

qanam-l1-u~l·-m t PA~S ~ } 
p ..... t qa.na.m-n:-u.'11 1.--s-

1-2p 
3-2p 

Ip-2p 
2-1 
3-1 

2p-l 
3p-l 

2-1p 
3-1p 

2p-ln 
3n-lp 

• v '1 qanarn-n-um1.-e-n-a af 
qana-m-·n-umi-rn-alap PASS o.} 

qanam-n-umi-s-t-aiap·. 
, ~ y u .. 

qal'.am-n-ums-c-x , " qanam-n-u.i'1'I.r-a8 
qanam-n-ums-c-al-ap .... 

#.., • ~ q.anam-n-ums-a s-J_ II 
$I "r' 0 qanam-n-umuA-c-x 

qanam-n-umuA-a3 
qanam-n-u'11uA-c-al-ao , ~ 

qanam-n-1.lmUA-as-it 

TRA.NSI'I'H,"E PAP..ADIGM. m.th transitivizer -st- (cu-st- to take along) 
~ 

1-3 
;>:':3 
3-3 

Ip-3 
2p-J 
3p-3 
1-3p 
2-3u 
3-3p 

1?-3? 
2p-3p 
3p-Jp 

cu-st-x"-c-n 
eu-st--xO-c-x" 
cU-st-xO-as 
eu-st-xU-s-t 

o v ~, cu-st-x -c-a~-ap 
cu-st-xU-as-it 
cU"Stnvt.-x o·_c_n 

• u v (l cu-suwr ... x -c-x 
eu-S':l"'>',rt.-x 0 -a s 
e'li-suvTt-x 0 -s-t 

• <> v 'I cu-emTt-x -c-a -ap 
cu-su·wt-·x" -.':w--i t . 

1-2 
3-2 

Ip-2 
1-2p 
3-2p 

Ip-2p 
2-1' 
3-1 

2p-l 
3p-l 

2-1iJ 
3-l~ 

2p-1p 
3u-lp 

eu-st-ulni -c-n 
. ". 'PASS'\ eu-s'(.-umJ.-m \ ,. 0) 

eu-st-umi-s-t 
eu-st-umi-c-n-alap 
eu-st-umi-m-alap (PASSo) 
cu-st-urrd-s-;t-alap 
(;U-st-u:ms-c-xo .. " " eu-st-urns-as 
cu-st-ums-c-al-ap 
cu-st-ums-as-it 
cu-st-U!l1ur..-c-xo 
cu-st-U!i1U~-8S 

, v] eu-st.-ulTluA.-e-a .-ap 
cll-st.-umuA-as-it . 

'1 -
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c.· BELLA COO1A "\TERB :E'ORHg .• ~) 

Personal A.ffix~s 

Poss./Intr. Tr.obj •. 'J'r.ob,j.caus. Tr. subj. 'l'r. sub,j .caus. 

Is -c -c(a(n))- -me an( ca)}- -c/-cin- -c/-TTlin-

25 -nu -c-/-nu -lll·-/ -nu _XCI -xo 

35 -(s) -:1- -?J- -5 -5 

Ip -u ;\ -tu>..- -mUA- -\/ ... t,u\- ->J-mu;>..-

2-0 -('njap -ap -ap -p -p 

3p -(n)aw -ti- -ti- -tj-t- -t/-t-

A number of verbs are used both transii.:j.vl'::ly and intransitl.vely and can take 

the (in}transitive endings attached directly to the ste:r:l: kA-C (kt..-nu etc.) 
I , 

ItI fall", k>..-i-c (k),-i-;:o etc.) "I dron H.':; kx-c !'Ilm looktngllt kx-i-c "I 

see it, look at it":. 

A second class of verbs takes the root for t!'ansi ti ve use and forms it s 

intransitive by means of an intransitivizcr -m-/-a-: qOuA-i-c III write it", 

his hand", cp-ak-m-c liT w:toe my ha!1o". 

The third class of verbs co;nprises rootR that are used i~transi ti vely only 

and from which tran~itive forr.w are derived 'with a transitivizer -Til-: 

cn-ak-c "I'm 'vl'iuing sth. ~'1ith my hand", cp-ak-m-i-c "I vr:ine it with my han::j!1 

(cp-ak-nu etc: .. , cp-ak-m-i-x" etc.) • 
.. 

t 
Possessi vel Intransiti va narG.di g'l'l ".ao Ilgo", man Ilfa.ther", mna "child" 

, 
Is ",ao-a man-c mna-c 

, 
25 >..ap-nu man-uu -::ma-nu 

, 
ma:1-(s} mna-(s} )8 >"an-(sJ 

, 
I1J >..a-p-if. '~Cln-·>" mna-)" 

, 
2p ),ap-ap man-ap mna-nap 

, 
3'0 >""Clu-aw 'Tlan-aw '11na.-·na'i'f 

(-5 is optional, -i A. after obstruent::; only, ··nan and -naw after vowels only) 



- 9 -

'l'ransitive naradigr.l: 'law>.. ufo11owll , 'ia\ns-tu "feed lt ("cause,.to ?a>..ps tleat':lI,l 

1s-25 ?aV:A-c#nu ?a),ps-tu-m1f}nu 

15-35 ?awA-i-c ';a>..ps-tu-,V)-c 

ls-?o ( ?av;\-t1.J),.-ao) (?~>"ns-tu-mUA-ap) I ?a),:ps-t.u-min-ap 
I 

ls-3p ?aw>..-ti-c ?aAns-tu-ti-c 

25-1s ?aw\-c-xO ?aA.os-tu-m-xO 

25-35 ?aw),-i_x O ?a)\Ds-.t .... I-~-xo 

2s-10 ?awi.-tuA-XO '.la\ps-tu-mu\-x'" 

2s-3p ?a,\'I"\-ti-xO ?8.>..ps-tu-ti-x" 

35-15 ?a-.,',A.-c-S 'laApr:-tu-;n-s 

3s-25 t'awA.-c-t) {?a:\ps-tu-r.1.-t) 

35-35 ?aw\·-i-s ?a>..-os-tu-yj-s 

3s-1p ?aw\-tu:.\-s '1 a~.ps':'tU.-ll11), .. S 

35-20 t 'i av:),-t-ap) t"n:'l.pa-tu-t-ap) 

3s-3p ?avI'A-ti-s ?aA.ps-tu-tJi-s 

Ip-?s ?aw\-tu\-nu ·~a\j.)s-tu-mu)\-nu 

10-35 ?aw\-i->" ?a\ps-t.u-y,l-A 

10-20 ?aw\-tu\-an ?a\ns-tu-mu\-ao 

1p-3p ?aw'>.-ti-\ ?a\ps-tu-ti-\ 

20-15 ?avi>..-ca-p 9a\os-tu-man(ca)-p 

2p-3s ?aw\-i-p . ., a A.1)S-tu-¢-p 

2p-1p ?awA.-tu\-p ? aX os-t u-r.m\-n 

2p-3p ? aV',t.-ti-p ,?a),ps-tu-ti-p 

30-15 ?aw\-can-t ? a.A.ps-tu-r;lfln-t. 

3p··2s ?a1N~-c-t ';'aAps-tu-m-t 

Jo-Js ?awil.-j.-t ?a\ps-tu-~-t 

3p-lp '1 av;~-tuA.-t ?a\ps-tu-!nUA.-t 

)n-2p ? 13Vl~-t-a'O " a.).ps-tu-t-ao 

3p-Jo ?aw\-ti-t ?aA.uf:-tu-tt-t 
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, 
Passivp. oarad:i,g'11: x ti macko ~'by t.he frogl1, x ci stan-c "by my mother". 

1s ?a'\'{~-tinic X ti 
, 

1'l!acko ?a~os-tu....,rninic x ci stanc 

* 2s ? a','O, -c-t II tI II ?aAps-tll-m-t " II tI 

38 I) ,. . a-IT ,,-~-rn " " " ?a\?s-tu-~-!1l II tI It 

1n '1avl\-tini\ " " n ?a\ps-tu-minH ;! II 1I 

* 20 ?aw\-t-ap 11 " II ?a\pG-tu-t-ap II It II 

3p ?aw\-ti-m II " II ?a~ns-tu-ti-m II II " 

*= taken fro'!1 the transitive ")aradigr.1. 

Imnerative endings: 

The endings -nu, -xC> (2nd ners. :=;ing. sub';. j are replaced by -aD~ -"() 

(2nd ners. plure sub,j.' by -xo; -i- (3d ners .. sing. ob.i.,1 by -t-, -·ti- Od 

pel's. olur. obJ,,) by -tt-: 
, ? ., 
Aap-nu "you goll \ap-x "got ll 

'i aWA-c-x II foliovi '1lB I" , 
>..ap-a:p liyou pl. goll 

t 
),80-X ° "go!" 

?awt..-tut..-p "you nl. follow USIl ?aw>,-tu;,-x Q "1'011':)';'"\ usll1 

?a1"lA.-i-p "you ,;>1. follow' him" ?aw\-t-xO "follow him!" 

'1aw"--ti-x O lIyou follow him" ? aw)"-tt-x "follo'l' the'll1 11 

?awi\.-ti-p "you pl. follovr theTTlrl ?avT,\-tt-xO "follo,r themlll 

o 

it) See StanlelY Newman, "Bella Ooola :Para1igms t1 , IJAL 35 (1969·) pp~ 

299-306. We differ in details of morphome-divisions~ Imperative fo~ms 

aret1.dded. 

. .': ., ~ ~." n , •••. : .• J ) 
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~ The Thompson material which follows is prGsentod to allow compar

ison. with Shuswa.p, da.ta for which can be fO"U.."1d in. Kuipers 1970 and 1973 

(sect. 1;)0 We give first the personal affixos (possessive and intrans

itivd ones are added for the sake of comparison), then the tranaitivizars, 

and fin~.lly the individual verb classes are discussed«. The Tho affixes 

c10061y match tho She ones. The sa.me Iilorphophonemic mc,rgers take place 

in both It'.llgl.lagos (nn) D.f tS l to:) c). But '~h$ distribut1on: of the v€xbs 

over the bCl.sic c.lass'9s is. differ~mto 

h p e r s 0 n a. 1 A f i' i :x & G. 

rops .. ~...l Itri> II ~b,t. '11r. Subj., 

Is n- -k.:.'"l -unto -W'tl 
j- -ClSm-l-cm-~ -ene/-n(e)-3 
l-c~Y-I-ci~ 

J.p -kt · .. kt -'-"to ... t;y-!-i- I Fs.sa.i vo ) 4-\see 

28 llfll~- _lec, ·~Wt° -c1.-/-0- -evo/ .... 0 -- -.... 
2:p -op -kp ··up 

, I . 
-uymo-j -J.IDe- -Up/-I? 

;( .;8 -8: ¢ -USi ¢ .. ea.j ... ~" 
-!yxa ¢ ¢, C; -es/-s, (_:£yxs)5 31' -us· ( -iyxs -)" 

Paoaive (suff.-str,,) 

1s kn.-cey-me. 
1p~ kn;...t-ey-t 
28 •. kn-ci-t 

.J;, re.')ei vo 
hel.:e 

2n-1s' kn-c.em-e 
2s-1p kn-t-ey-e 

2p-ls kn:-c.em-oz-(t 
2p-lp ? 

2:p., krl-t-Uyme.-t 
} kn-t-em. 2s-5s kn-·t-e.t-e· 2p-3s kn-t-et-oz-e 

2o-3p kn-t-iyxs-et-e 2p-3p ~ 

~) A slash sepa~atea stressed and Q~stressed a1tenlants. 

2) .-\1 te:cnants -c~y-/ -ei- before ·19.bialo; (same al terna tion ill Sh~) .. 

3) Alternant -ne with 3rd pers. object. 

4) 1 PI ... subject forms identical with passive, as in Sh. 

5) k--ntiy-..<:s thol .help }l.!~, wiktiyxsne l...?a.-w them. l'!le fac.t that this

Buffix is common to the subj .. and obj9 De~ie8 and. :::'cquires the 1s subj. 

alt~rnant ··ne S(~ts it apart f.l~om the other su.bj~ ;and obj .. cuffi,xes. There 

is no She correlate (this also go~g for the 3p poss.). 

Apa.rt fro.m -iyx.s every Tho el~ment he,s Do Sh. cogrw,te. 

The relatioll Th. knt'~e - kntStoz~ (IIllp~) is match~d by She lXnt~ko 

- lXTttekOyc, whera labializa.tion plus' y co!'respon.cl to Th. -OZ-. 
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Thore axe slight d&viations in the 28 su'bjQ elements: Itr. I T'fh 

-kQ I ISh. -k!t Tro Thct -( e ):{" 1/ Sh. -(" )XCl 
Th. has me, no in'a number of cases where She hE'~S m. n: ls subjo 

Th. -(e)ne II She *-en, 2p objo Th. -ayne- II She -ulm.-, Is pa.ss. Th. 

-cey-me II Sho *-cel ... ,m (8..'11. starred forms imo.erly -t¢tn, -ceclm, with 

consonant reduplica.tion). The. also has itr<! -me (Sho -m) in certain 

f .f'" t ,. t 'Sh .f'" ),'..",. categories 0 cases, e.g. S:Lx-:m-me .azr.e a IJ OI! \. • 8:L.X-Xn-m , r..eyn:t-

( k' '-' ) me listen She e~n-m .• 

2~. T ran 5 i t i v. i z e r ~~ 

A -t- C -5t- E -r.;.(:i'.n}

F -nw~!-B -¢-/-n-I-e(t)- D -x(:£)t-

These parallel the ShCl transi tivi3srs. 'rhe Th. picture is more complex1 

however. In She t the root-stressed pm:a.digm has transi tivize:::: J3 in two 

not phonetically l)ree.ic·~al)lc alternants: ··n- in the 15-3, 2s-3, 3-3 fOrI:l3 

and -nt- in all othors (barring the cases 6£ tc> c) .. The Ph. underlying 

forms are the same~\ but the picture 5.6 further complicated. by ·~he vocal

ization of n. Tranoitivizer B can appear as ¢ 1ue to the merger nn» n 

(as in Sh.), as n (before ~~o, "h~'!,a *n io prescrvod), as e (b.eforE! a" 

h *. ·1' d' w.cro 11 ~s voca.1.~ze ) .sma. as c.t « *nt, with "localized n). 

l!.. V e r bel a s see .. 

The Th. verb classes are exemplified below. They arc uniquely de

fined by the ,-3. i'ornlS, which are quoted first. In parentheses we add 

the 18-31' 25-3 and 2p-3 foxIDs in order to show the f.lOrphologic.e.l a.nd 

ffiorphophonemic al ternatioIlsc 'Due to sp(ecial Th. developments class B· I 

(tro. '~-n(t)-, root-str~ssed) muet be: s'llbcliYided into thr:l9 s\l.b-claaseso 

. AI 

II 

B:Ia 

b 

c 

-II 

01 

II 

1)1 

'II 

EI 
II 

F 

v!:fk-t-s ('?1ik-t-ne, w:1:k-·t-xO, w:lk-t-p) ~ 

gec-t".e.s (gec-t-ene" gec-·t-exO, g~c-t-cp) .!!~ 

sew-e-s (sew-¢-ne~. sew-n·-xo f sew-et-p) ~1i 

kOen-s (kOenef klien-xo ~ k06n-'t-p) ta.1~ 
1' .. 0' (f, o:f t, (I' Co '-, (I f t ') I" 1 'teq -11-6 • 1.i(~<l -lle 1 1ieq -n-x ~ ii_.q -n -1) ~ 

" L (,.J t " '.,' t" o 'i~ .I.") '1 pilC-et-os. p'J..K-1l -ene, 1>:1.1':0·0 "-ax , :p K~ G-ea ~ 

zuq 0 -st-a (:,:n!q 0 -st-n'l, zuq O-st-xQ , Zllq O_st_p) Js.ill (a ..,Es:t'.son). 

tcn,~-st-tb (~-st-ene, ~o-Gt-exOf ~9:J:~-st-ep) ~eQ1; il'i ge.me"~ 
r'· t ("" ",.~ <> ... J . ) l peye-x-s p~ye-x"ti-ne, peye-x ~-~= , peye-x,;-p §.d2!. 

, '0 ~ (" 0" , , 0 't 0 "0 "4 ) • ~. CdC! -;:'..l. t-f.; ceq -j,,~ t-ne, ceq -x~ -x , C()q -7,,), \;-1' w:t'~ (.e 

pUn-m-a (plh-r'l-net pun-m.~xo, pu.n-mt-p) find 
"1_ "0' ("I J 0' J. ;J 0 _~ . c. ,.1 0 "-I-) , :o:aK -IlUn-s !l!'elc -I!ll.-ne, _9K -lU.J.n-x t :1:9lC -m::..n 11-1' .;r:eluemoer 

kOe (n)-nwefi-s (kOe-nw~A-:1.e? kOe-mv6~--x(), kOe-nw6At-p) catch 
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Class, AI is a relict·-class, as in Sho .~- wikts is ~Gho only r.!coxd-

cd c:ca:nple .. 

Class All is a major class,' whe.reas in S11. it is a :relict-class .. 

l'I9.ny Sh. verba belonging to to Ell are matched by Th .. A.lle Th .. examples, 

of All: pu.~o_ £pill (sO~id), pA- ~£, ~eq- xr~ss together, teq- touch, 

{aqo- F~~ C1 .. '>- hit, ce- nut (J.o~E ob~l, CGW- ~.L_p~J?air, 66X- ,clean? 

sak- hit C!.r. §tick~, n-sogO- illE-..~lall animals), 2.:: senti: nc-~, 

za{- rub, zew- del&1 ;e"-~, *U~)- ~~ 'i:sp- ,!lane up, kec-kec- ad-;, 
-I t ] J..' ,- h 1 ~ "" . ( .' .,. 0) '. ~ OJ. IlU 1._~~' ~..J.:.-~, .1{e'- EE£_.~"g. a sacKl, K 9S- .~~ngt!., K e_- :pour 

,£L1.tp q<)s- EE§tch, ll-~e?- bai t :;~ E.:2]!, qC\~- br1!l<ii,k .<.2;:8 stickl, qOec.

.Bhakct q 0l!;?_ ohe..!'!, (Sh" kO~.;>_), ~ Clay._ £2..1.ist, xep-pile u..:E,J as 'blanketB) ~ 

xOl- ~:i.nd~ g'ec- knot, tie, gOrry:- ligh_t.L.):~' yak- bandage, yeg- j.yati~ 

yegO- hid.e. Hot~ thi\'~ Th~ r.oots ending il~ "';', V-."llike the Sh .. ones, behave 

xe£,'1llarly; 'llh .. ycu'''- hit: cu?tes he 1:.i t~~ YSt Sh" Cll'''- : cntes. 

Class :ElI is i. m.ajoX' c1e.ss, ",,5 in Sh .. , It."ld th(') verbs belonging to it 

<l.l.'e largely the s~,me in both languQ.geso The verbs wj,th roots :l.n n st.ud. 

out in Tn .. as 0. type apG.rt becs.use tl..~ *-n( t)- merged with Z'oot-final n 

befo::::-{l the "lOcaliza tiQn of *l'l.1> Compare: 

16-3 ·r.-ko en-n··ne " 1;:°6ne 26--3 *ko en-.n-xo '- kOenxQ 
/" ,/ 

.~. , 
SOW-E..::!l,{f > sewr~e .jfr &G,v.-n-j::o > aevfnxo 

3-3 -!fk" en-n-s > kO e,!lS 2p-3 *koeE.::E,t-p > kOe,!!tp 

')<sow-E;-s > 
, .)(- sew-,£t-p > a6w~tp aew!..e 

In its glottalized fo:rm the 11 of the tranzi ti vizer ia not voclllized, 

consti tutil1.g a third subdivi,eicn of ·this 01"'8S .. Ex~mples of :B1a: p6~

~, piko- c~"U~, p-ux0_ plc:!L' pegO- .&'t"ee~, P:l~- .-e.rcss dOVIn, mUs- feol, 

meJ: ... de::J"i;x0..l, t~l- EtretcEJ_ exte!ld, t:ix- E1')re~d ~s blanke.t), tikO -

turn J.2~~' iUII- t'll:i..9t, tt±- sti,2k on, teqO- 3}G!.il, n~t"'ko- fill Wo liaVl

id~ ou2':- .1?~il1t e.t, cek- eo01 o.fl., ciko - ((1 O~) 'p..2£ll..~t (as. tooth.,: nai~)_, 

cexo- .EEl;; (pl. ooh)., lu..'ll- S1.1.o:c, 6cko- !'l!:\lrlinate, ~cq- pluck (bi,Fd), 

sew- .£:.§1s.' stl'~- puc!.!., r;1.g0 _ lO~,:!1 nck- E}1an~r n:f.fc- cut, ~ep- forg.ej:.f 

n-;6&- inE.,.:!!ri:, ±e<!- .§!trok~t...J)~t~ 16qo- .E.!:-);ch }lP, ~iy- sprinkle, key-
I ,. P h ~ ;, , .J.. ,. " , • .., • t t ' . • 'El1.:£!?.£~t j,cem- ~t xep- v2.n~.; ::nz-· ~f XJ.K- ~---Ef>"e .' :l<::UY- pJ.er~t!~ 

, 'I ., h \) " t k ~ f .<>....' 0 "', ) • .t:'t ... XJ.y- X!.£±'. as _o:r'~, x uc- .&.:6 om; \ e 'G.-.2f_.!:~b x 0_- .H ~.:.E.' gep- .suP-

l?or'~~_1?~ UE., qe6- .!!2:~, q0~- ~.!?-Y-..i, qi1- ~,vakel1;~ q:LXO- cha~ awa.2t:, 
Ii, h' 0-'" 1 0"'1 1'. ,o,p ~'ll l'd '0', • qey- s oot 7 q en- ~.£' q ~ - ~~2.' n-q (~c·· r.J.. w. s.2..:::..~' q So;'!'- .~ 

y,i te or,. huntinU~Ei.b xeq- BLf0E...2.~~ YG2- .§ique~, y&m- l)acify (a 

child'J, yt~q- hUJrb wey- ill,i, ""ep_ wi.1?.£' '~,\1S- di::-lCG.Xd, ?oz ...... Pa.y, b~, 

?ik- delousea Lor..g-er 1.).1'),i t.s (som<:9 p.-wsi bly cOl'1t~ining suffixes): p:rle:i~ 
.!. ,. 0 " , vJ.nux - aamJ.re, Q~-

,,-llr.!:.u!'- ,.,.··'t .... l~' ~ 
...... _ .. "'" 6. J:,1~. J..I"",,,,-, p.ick 
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~, keyk- delouse, kOest ~, k06n?- look at9 ~OUB- :ei1e up (as stones 1, 
~06lt_ ,c·a:rry ?P:.~~' xey6t- ~~pyitl! (to...l'eastJ, .. 

Type BIb: pazen-. meet, m~sten- try one's best, !!..e?x6::t-'" !!i, k06n

ta.ke, es-kQell- choose~ xszen- ,£ount, :pen- feel. 

Type Ble:: teqO-'~, tey- ~E.i i;a.t~, nbik- wra.p up (n- prefiXn, 

qOaqOex- scare, ne?nuko- IIghC'ls-t:.:,. In additioll, with pl&..in n: ~iqOns ~ 

bea.ts him up (misrecording, or loan from. Sh.~) 

Cla.ss BII is a minor class in Th. t a. ma.jor one in Sh. Many Sh~ :SIr 

verbs ar~ matched by Tho AlI (see above); all Th. BII verbs are matched 

by She BII .. Examples: n-piq- _turn ins_ide out, pifc- rolls eg- tear, *9g0-
stab, plb- squirt, n-:-u?:qo: (*n-wa;qO-) poil~ .. zlk- coil~. 

Classes C-F conce:rn the com.plex transitivizers. Morphologi~lly, 

Tho E I and II do not form 0. regular j?li.i;r, as they do in Sh., due to the 

absence of n in EI. Whether Th. EI and Ell should be grouped together ~t 

all d.ep"nds on whcthE;I' the type ]I as suc.h i8 semantically productive or 

at least recogniza.ble .. The f&11 excmples in our n~,terial (pu.nms f.il1~s, 

tewms sells, nGqOms robs) do not suffice to determine this. 

A few forms in our w;d;c::ial do not fi'~ th¢ above classification, 

bu·t 'their tr.. status is not v;ell-establiE:1hed and only 3rd pers. subjec'f; 

forml;! are available: llGev:nins ivh=hspers to, ~Vleys ~~ all alone~ 

tuqOse?s pe~1[, WG!k6s levers uR, nkoikoiYos insults. 

It remains to b~ determined whether tho 'I'll .. ma.jOl.' All class is 016. 

or an innovation. In Kal .. only two Ycrbo of class A are known, both AI: 

W:l.C- see and '7'66- i'ee~ (Vogt, 1940:37), matched ill Sh. by AI wik- and 

All m(t)-. CdA. has both the transitiYizers -t- and. -nt-, of. gOiats; 

he sees him, :ni.~nts he cuts it (Reichard 1938:690). More information 

on "l;ransitivizers and listings of verbs belonging to the different 016.8-

sea in other IS lang"..1.ages are necessary to settle the question .. 

The diffc::rence in distribution of the The and Sho verbs over the 

trG classes is the more striking against the baokground of the close 

parallelism b~tw~en the langu.ages in all other respects, cf. such de

tails as the verb. ~ having suffix-s'tressed Hr. ken-em. and root

str~ssed tr. kOen-s, th~ verb cut {stZ'2-l':..£L.Oi' s!-ir.U h/ii,ving alternative 

stress a.nd *:f. in Tb. .. k~l-/kil- and Sh .. fcl-/:':JI.~ (for kal- sao Kinkade 

and Thompson 1972:40), etc. 

* '* 
*) The Th. m.ate:dal' was collected during two brief stays in Lytton 

for the purpose of filling out an 1852-word list originally prepared 

by the present wxi tel.' fo::.: t~e B.. Cu Indian J.Jansuage Proj(~ct. See als~o 

in·troduction t'o these Contribut:t0t!.l!- For ref~ronces see About. Evidc:1ce 

for Proto-Salish *r p. 19. 




