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1. Introduction. 

Upper Stalo dialects of Halkomelem are spok:en along 

the Fraser River from Yale~ B.C. to Chehalis, B.C., De-

roche and Chilliwack, B.C. The Upper Stalo dialects 

share certain nhonolo~ical and morpholo~ical features 

which allow them to be considered as a unit in contrast 

to Lower Stalo dialects and Vancouver Tsl.and dialects of 

Halkomelem. Within th~ Upper Stalo area are the Tait, 

Chehalis, and Chi.ll iwack Ri.ver niB-lectR. W:i thin each of 

these are microdialects whose di.fferences are so far not 

well documented; Tait may include Yale, Hope-Katz, Seabird 

Island, IJaidlaw-Cheam, Chehal i.s may ~ ncl ud e Chehalis and 

Scowlitz; Chi11i~...r(l.ck River includes Chilliwack Landing 

(Pilal t), Sardis-rrzeachten, and possibly 80owahlie-Cul tus 

I/ake.. This paper will only differentiate between Tait, 

Chehalis, and Chi.lliwack River dialectR. In the Nooksack-

Demin~ area of WRshin~ton, some members of the Nooksack 

tribe sneak the Chilli.wack River dialect (Sardis-Tzeachten) 

and some speak a dialect of I/ower Stalo (Kilg-ard, Sumas, 

and Matsqui microdialects). 



Anatomical r.eT.'ms are numerous and form a distinct 

semantic domain. There are at least 120 independent 

words for parts of the body and nearly one quarter of 

these have lexical suffix equivalents. The independent 

words are mor'Phologically and semantically analyzable to 

a surprizing degree, and that analysis is the focus of 

this paper. Also narr. of the domain of anatomy (besides 

independent words and suffixes) is a set of insult and 

joking words called n~sqWtel" which describe pa.rts of 

the anatomy. Another part of the same domain is the· set 

of terms for the anatomy of non-human creatures: fish, 

birds, anim~ls, reptiles and inRectR~ a ~~me was even 

played with teT.'ms for fish anatomy--to see who could 

name all the parts of the fish (there are at least 35). 

A final part of this domain i.s·the RP.r. of functions and 

dysfunctions of the body (including; body functi.nns, bod.y 

products, illnesses 4 cllri.n~, and del=.lr.h) .. 

Tf each morpheme has a meanin~ or ran~e of meanings 

which are 'Pr'edictRbl~ fT'om the semanti.c enviT'onment (a110-

semes), then th~ meani_np.: of a mornheme can be called a 

sememe. As mOt'''Phemes combi.ne in deri.vation or inflection 

to form independent words, the shifts B.nd adjustments in 

m0.3anin~ and the t'esulb:mt meanin~s can be described as 

morphosememi.c (Galloway lq71). Similqr morphosememic 

shi fts occur when words ::t.T'e combined in nhrases, sent

ences and discollrse.. Meaninl2;.ful word and sentence orders 



and deliberate ambi~ities hR.ve a function there too. 

In this Pl3per spRce only pe+,mits the consideration of 

derivational morphosememics, not phrase or sentence mor

phosememics; the sememes will be taken as already estab

lished. 

2. Lp,xical Suffi.x System. 

Below are the lexical suffixes found so far refer

ring to body parts (somatic suffixes). They are present 

in many of the words of the domain of anatomy, even in 

many of the independent words equivalent to the suffixes. 

They ~re also quite productive outside of anatomical· 

words, sometimes also having a fiP.'urative meaning. A.t 

the present it is unclear whether the anatomical lexical 

suffixes developed historically from the independent words 

which have equivalent meaning or vice versa. It is im-por

tant to note here that the Upper StaIn somatic snffixes 

are usually locative in nature, bqst translated by 'on 

or in the (body part)' everywhere except in body part 

words in section 3 where they are best translated by 'of 

the (bo~y part)' and in body function words in part 6.1 

where they are best tT'anslated by '(body part)' (usually 

subject of the verb root). 

Independent word Somatic suffix (ExAmples) 

Sl~y·es, sl~y·es -(el)Aqw Ion top of the head' (k,WqW_ 

~leqWt 'hit 8-0 (someone) on top of the head (with a 

stick-like oh~e~t)', ckW.r.·meqW 'red-headed') 



Independent word 

sley-es, staY·GS 

Somatic suffix (Examples) 

-qal 'in the head' (sme9'qGI 'brain' 

(blue in the he~d)) 

-f.leqel 'in ,the head' (~e±Eleqel 'have 

a headache', teSEleqel 'bump one's head') 

-~lme] 'in the mind' (htyetel~~l 

'nauseated' « hlyet 'vomiting')) 

-we~ 'in the mind' (lexW-qel-wG~ 

'cranky, crllbby, dirty-minded' (lit. 'always bad or 

dirty in the mind') 

a-les 'hit on the eye(lid)(with stick-like object)') 

'punched in t:he face', JS=EYP'es 'scraped on the face') 

'hit on the ear (with a stick-li_ke object)') 

meqsel -e(l)qSGl, -G(llqs 'on the nose' 

'hook-nose'') 

'big mouth') 

c'emxYseySel '~aw' ) 
t 

sca~aeyge] 'unper lip' ~ 

'1-, '. l' .• 1 s~ eua ySe lower J1n : 
(no word for 'lipR'l j 

-aoveel, -8yP{1, -~yegel 'on 
the ~ip or ~IlW' (~c'aeygel 

'ellt 0'1'1 the lip or jaw') 
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Il).d,el?endent word 

the teeth') 

t~xw8e3: 

Somatic suffix (Examples) 

'wild tiger lily ("crying on t:he tongue")') 

t~psem -epsem 'on the back of the head and 

back of the neck' (teme3:epsem 'red-headed woodpecker' 

< t~me~ 'red ochre') 

-3:£1, -±e± 'on the front of the neck' 

(p'i9'±£lt 'choke someone', sxweh~mel±e± 'adam's 

apple') 

-eqel 'in the throat' (c'!°Yxweqel 

'dry in the throat') 

'hit on the chest (with stick-like object)') 

'hit on the .qrm (wi.th stick-like object)' 

-oe9 'on the hand or finger' (k,wesces 

'burned on the h.qnd or fingers') 

?aoqWelec -ew!c 'on the back' (k,wawew!c 'hit 

on the back (with stick-like object)') 

?aoqWe]ec -i·cel 'on the ba0k (of animal or 

bird especially)' (slep'!ocel 'chipmunk ("stripe or 

scratch on the back")') 

16we~ -6W8~ 'on ~ibs o~ slats' (e'6W9~ 

'cedar slat baskAt') 



Independent word Somatic suffix (Examples) 

the stomach' (~eT.E·lwes 'have a stomach ache', 

9'q,wE·lwestem 'he was punched in the stomach', 

qelalwes 'cowardly, afraid to try'("bad stomach")) 

one example: 

sxYele or swiyeqe 
(~enis') (male') 

-eya·~e 'on the stomach (1)' (only 

agyqep'ey'·~e 'lay on one's stomach') 

-€-q, -eq 'on the genitals' (9Eoq 

'big penis', qWEyleq 'pubic hair') 

~(e)leo, ~l€c 'on the bottom, on the 

rump' (k,WqWelac 'hit on the rump (with stick)',' 

sk,Wiylec 'lame', Teq'IEC 'hip' ("wide on rump")) 

s~elec, sc'elxwiowel/ '·{'wel 'on th~;inside(s); in the 

rump, in the anus' (sqWg?:!.·wel 'hollow, hole on the 

inside', c'iyxwrowel 'constipated (dry in rump)') 

Slal·a -xYel~'-xYE·l 'on the foot or leg' 

(:rek,wxYel 'trip ("hooked on foot or leg"), lekwxY€ol 

'broken leg or foot') 

slexwiows -rows, -ews 'on the body~ covering or 

skin' (~q'rows 'half the body', q'Wem!ows 'plucked 

(of a bird)', q,Wemewst 'pluck it;(of R bird)') 

3. Independent Words for Body Parts. 

In the followin~ list (s-1 nominalizer is not listed 

in the analysis after the first few examnres, and r.m.u. 

means root meaning unknown. 'T'hroup;h()ut the pAper examples 

aT'e r,z'iven in phon.p.m;~ transcrintion. Morphosemem:ic pat-

terns are deA~ribed i.n the conclusion (PRrt 7) .. 
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whole body 

'of the 'body') 

half of body =i-q'-{ows (=l:seq' 'half', loss of s unex-· 

plained, -iows 'of the body') 

head 

'of the face') 

crOl.'ll1. ')f head, top of head 

'of top of head') 

soft spot on a b~by's head 

WL W ( W s-q at-e}eq r.m.u., -alaq 

s-oa?-Aols (ne? from qtyae 'soft', -e1eqw 'of ton of 

head', -aols 'fruit; round thinp;'; +;he Chilliw:1ck 

word also means 'juicy fruit' from homophonous qe?-, 

bound form of qA:. 'water') 

scalp, top of head 

'of top of head') 

w . W 
s-t'~m-leq (t'em- 'chopped~, -eleq 

hair on head meqal (possibly me '(come) off' 4 -qel 'of 

the head') 

red headed, red hair ~'i W w c-k{om-eq (c- 'color', k {om 

'red, reddish-brown', _eqw 'of top of head')(rare 

Indians here were born with reddish-brown hair in pre

contact times) 

grey hair 

hair)' ) 

curly hair 

s-"'fA:·lem (compare )fa·1em-eet 'turn grey (of 

its own accord)', _eqw 'of top of head') 

sicieburns 



'hair', perh~ps -'IE is 'container', related to -~1~ 

'container,' ) 

a braid. s-t'EmxY-~"lc' (t'f.mexY 'to braid something', 

-lelc' 'twisting around') 

skull s-9'a em- eqw (s-e'~em 'bone', _eqw 'of top of head') 

forehead s-q,W~m'ls (r.m.u. unless q,W~m 'come out at 

roots (of hair)' and -els 'intransitive' are involved) 

back of head and back of neck t~psem (-epsem 'of back 

of head and back of neck', r.m.u. or empty morph) 

side of head 

''Oertaining to head', r.m.u. unless ?!e-le 'r:ight here') 

eyebrow 

reduplication 'plural') 

eye q~l·~m (r.m~u.) 

eyelashes ;'p-tA] (~.m.u. unless relRted to 9'ep- in 

€P~'Plaxw 'blink', -tel 'device' or '~eciprocAl') 

pupil of eye 

the eye') 

blue eyes 

q'gY'f-~elAS (o'€n: 'black', -a."lAS 'of 

c'-mA9~-aeles (c'- 'color', mee' 'blue', 

-aeles 'of the eye')(r:3,rely full-blooded TndiA.ns were 

born with blue eyes) 

freckles, spotted face 

face s-?a"Q-AR (r.rn.u. unless -?~.A 'pd~e, point', -as 

'of t:he face') 

ear Q,w6·1 



hair in ea.r 

'body hair', -~o1i'·V'E: 'of the ear') 

nose m-'qsel (r.mou~ or empty, -'gsel 'of the nose') 

bri.dge of nose 

the nose') 

point of nose s-?flqsal (r.m~u~ ?~ or ?~l, -(l)qsel 

'of the nose' (Rlso nse,d. fip.'urat:ively for 'a 'Ooi.nt') 

nostrils (llnattest:~d except by Hill-Tout 1902 who has 

what could be in"t8rnretp.d as s=t:eqW61eqsel or sleqW61-

1 b b l 1L l<1, t' ] ]. f' '1 ease., 'Oro a _y T~q we ,-e - or -.9- 1n1X p ur-

al'~ -eqsel 'of the nose') 

hair in nose 

abmre, -qsel 'of the nose') 

cheek 

tRiner', ?i']e rom.uo), cheeks sxw-?el?:!le (01e02-

'plural') 

mouth SaoSel (D~rhans 9- 'bi~', -a oeel 'of the mouth') 

upper lip s-ce~-A oyee1 (ca~ 'ebo',e, upper', ~~ e:yeal 

'of the 11.'0 or jaw') 

lo~tler lip s-~'en-~oygel (~'9p 'below, lower', -AoySel 

'of the lip or jaw') 

chin, jaw 

teeth on, put in mouth' .. pORsibly the -xV' < -exY 

'transitivi7.er', -aoyeel 'of the lip or ~~w') 

tooth, teeth 

tooth' ) 

, 
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gums 

~el!s 'of the'teeth i , e qnd i metathesized in 2nd word) 

tongue t-axwge~ (r.m.u. or empty, -axwee~ 'of the tongue') 

uvula malqW, s-malqW-eqel (malqW also means 'fish heart', 

-eqel 'of the throat') 

beard, mustache, hair on face 

'hair', -iya9al < .;:.t£°Ygel 'on the lip or jaw') 

front of neck 

say sxw-?€l-tet (qWal 'talk', q,Wal and ?€l r.m.u., 

-tet 'of front of neck') 

adam's apnle 

or 'upstream', -amal 'nart or member', -t~t 'of front 

of neck') 

throat, gullet 

too much', -f o lf 'container') 

W 'L W ( WL wjndpipe, air pass:H~:e S-q e-ha ·malAaa . s-a ~; 'hole', 

possibly -aom~l 'nart or member') 

shoulder 

shoulder', -folt 'container') 

shoulder-blade 

unless k,waC]w 'club, hit wi.th stick', -tel 'recipro

cal' or 'device" 

prm t'~o16w. ~·a]t't·'6w 'nrms' (C,8C?- 'nlural 'I 

armpit sxw-?i-l{~al (r.m.u., -al~"'fA' 'of the arm') 

elbow s-Q'em-xw-alflAl (s-Q'aom 'bone' ~ _xw meaning 

unknown, -81f,1f91 '0f +:he arm') 
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wrist joint xWee'~q,W-ces (also means 'sprained wrist') 

(r.m.u., -ces 'of the hand') 

wrist bone, lump of wrist 

-ces 'of the hand') 

hand c€l~xy 

w w w w . q ~mx -ces (q ~mx 'lump', 

right hand s?gyiw-ces (less common s?gyiws-ces)(s?gyiws 

'right (side)', -ces 'of the he.nd', s-?gy-{ws itself 

< s- nomina1i7.er, ?gy 'good', -i·ws 'of the body') 

left hand 

'of the h::md') 

knuck1es and ioints of hA.nd 

(C1eC?- 'nlu-ra'.' , qW6mxW 'lump', -CAS 'of the hand or 

fingers') 

fin~et' s-l~~-ces (1~:J 'widen', -cas 'of the hand'), 

sl~18,ces 'fin~ers' has -19- 'n1ural' infix) 

fingernail 

fingers') 

thumb 

'part or member', -ces 'of the hand') 

first finger (index fin~er) Tait: m6t'es-em6l, Chill. 

and Gheh.: m~t'les-te1 (mat'es 'point:, Ai.m', -a·m61 

'part or member', -tel 'device, thing to, instrument') 

second finger sxwf.·y-cas (sxWfoye '(in) the middle', 

-ces 'of the hand'or fingers') 

third finger mE1yf.-cas (post-contact coinage)(mElyi 

'marry, married', -cas 'of the hand or finp.-ers') 
r . . . 
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little finger Tait: saseQWt-ale-ces, Chill. + Cheh.: 

saseqW-ces (saseqWt 'youngest child', -ale possibly 

related to we?alewe 'most', -ces 'of the hand, fingers') 

palm of hand W ?'9 (w . 1 . l' sx - a es-ces sx - nom~na. 1zer rep aC1ng 

s-, s?~-ees 'face', -ces 'of the hand') 

hollow of hand 

here, t'axw 'goi.ng; downriver', -es 'on the face', -ces 

'of the hand') 

collarbone 

'go across', -roles 'of the chest', -tel 'device; 

thing to')Ct' ~ ~, in both citations) 

chest s?-{·les (s- nominalizer, ?'probably empty root 

to allow suffix to be attached and to erase locative 

meaning in suffix, -{-les 'of the chest') 

breastbone 9'x-lm~1 {r.m.ue.but related to that in -
9'l-{·les 'insidp. brisket of meat' where -{eles is 

'of the chest', -{.m41 possibly related to -a·m~l 

'part or member') 

woman's breast, nipple, milk s-qema- (qgma· 'suckle' 

< qa· Or qe('P)- 'water, liqui.d', possibly relevant 

is the slang term ma?s 'milk' C· < *? before conson-

antsY 

woman's breast 

'of the ~hest') 

stomach, belly 

to -~·I~ 'container') 
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navel, belly button melWeye, m6lWeye (r.m.u.) 

side of body Cheh.: s-~eq'-aolwe~, Tait: s-?!olwe± 

(±eq'- as in ±eq'f-t 'wide' or as in ~q'!ows 'half the 

body', -:£olwe± ... ?!·lwe± 'side') 

right side of body' s?ey{ows ?{'lwe± 

left side of body s9'!kwe ?!·lwe~ 

back 

above or Rfter', -elec 'of the rumn') 

lower back s-~eq'-owe~ (±eq' as in ~8q'~t 'wide', 

nossibly -owe; 'of p eRnos') 

~ood fi~ure, ~ood sh~ne 

... -t ome9' 'sbmrling un') 

brain 

heart 

lunp;s 

liver 

s-me9'-qel (meQ' 'blue', -qel 'of the heRd') 

9'E 0 1e (r.m.u. or emnty, -t·1E 'container') 

s-p'~lx\l.Tem (T"~mou., probably -em 'passive') 

s-c~l' em 

insides s-c'elxw-:lwe1 (c'elexw 'g;o into ~ ouieter 

slough or backwat8r', -f.·wel 'of the inside of the 

body' ) 

gall bladder, bile lelec' (lee' 'full' ~ possibly -e1-

'nJurel') 

kidney smelt-f,leqel (s-mElt 'stone', -€leqel 'in the 

head', 'heRd' is llsed in a figurative sense too, like 

'head of a river') 

intestines, gutq q'eo'fy (r.m.u.) 

stomach (inside organ) k,w e1 o E (as above in 'belly') 



bladder 

k,Wt·se1)(s6~wa 'urine', -tel 'device, thing for', 

s6~Wgtal also means 'urinal';' -~·lt 'container'; 

Harris's word is unclear unless root fs k,Wts 'burned 

(of a person)') 

flesh s_~:!qW 

blood s-9t9iyal (r.m.u.) 

fat s-16s (also means 'I2:rease, lard, o1.1')(las 'be fat') 

bone s-9'a-m 

marrow s-16s-xYel (s-las 'fat', -xYel 'of the leg') 

backbone 

wedged in', -q'les meanin~ uncertain unless 'eyes', 

-aw{c 'of the bank') 

rib l6w6'JS: (r.m.u. or empty, -6w61f 'of ribs or slats') 

cord, nerve cord, ten(lon, muscle 
J 

vein t6tg9 (r.m.u.) 

pulse ~k,W-tm-6ws (~a·k'w 'to fly', -lm 'stren~th', 

-6ws 'of the body" 

skin, hide k,w6l·~w~ k,w6l-6w 

hair on body qWil-~ws, qWgyl-~ws (qWil - qWgyl 'hair', 

-~ws 'of the body'), S-QwalqWtyl-ews 'hairs allover 

body' (C1eC?- 'plural') 

hip ;aq'-l€c (+8Q' 'wide', -ltc 'of rump or bottom') 

rump s-~-~lac (r.m.n. or emnty, -~lAc 'of the rump or 

bottom') 
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penis s-x:Y~le (possibly related to -xYel 'of the leg 

or foot', pORRibly root. .,,;T- refers to 'genitals' as 

in 'head of penis', 'have an erection' and 'vulva, 

vagina', see below) 

head of penis (Jimmy Harris 1966 ~ives S-xY~'-1.qW 

'head of nenis' and .,,;Tao~' 'have an erection'; the 

latter is obviously t.he root of S-xY~'-1·qW, while 

_eqW 'of the top of the he,sd' is probably t.he suffix) 

foreskin (Jimmy Harris 1066 gives sxw-?goO' 'foreskin' ~ 

root is relAt.ed to ?sQ'e~ 'choke on bone or somethinf2; 

sol i(l' ) 

testicles mseel (m~y be sjngular), s-memeeel (may be 

plural) (r. m • u. ) 

vulva, vagina 

-we± or -fwe; 'canoe or vessel') 

pubic hair qW{vl-eo (qW~Yl 'hair', -eq 'of t.he ~enitals') 

womb, uterus s-m~lp-t.el (m6le - m8l~ 'child', -t.el 'de

vice, thing for') 

afterbirth s-?aoqw (?6 oqw probably 'comes out above or 

after' ) 

thigh s-pet.fol~p (r.m.ult) 

leg and foot 

feet' (irre~ull=Jr re(hl'p 1 ieat.i.on 'plural') 

lower le~ 

'bone', -{'wec meanin~ unknown unless related t.o -eW1C 
v 'on the back' ~ -xe] 'of the le~ and foot') 
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knee s-q'ep'aol-ge-tel (q'ep' 'cover over', -a-I unknown, 

-Set 'itself' or 'verbalizer', -tel 'thing for, device', 

compare q'ep'f,olectel 'a cover or lid') 

kneecap S-q'ep'al-eqW-tel-xYel (q'ep' 'cover over', -a-I 
unknown, _eqw 'on top of head', -tel 'thing for', ~xYel 

'of the leg') 

shin s-S'~m-xYel (s-9'som 'bone', -xYel 'of the leg') 

calf of leg q'~~'el-xYel (r.m.u. but probably ,related 

to q'€q'e~' 'convulsions' via 'being w~ung tight' or 

some such root meaninp:, -xYel 'of the leg') 

ankle joint xWee'~q,W-xYel (also means 'sprained ankle') 

Tait: xW~'-el~c-rYel (r.m.u. in both cases, -elec 'on 

the bottom', -xY:=}l 'of the foot or leg') 

lump of ankle 

leIS or foot') 

joints in foot 

0le02- 'plural', -xYel 'of the foot') 

top of foot c3:-:!cel-xYel (ce3: 'top, above, upper',· 

-:!c:=}l 'on the back, of the back', -xYel 'of the foot') 

toe s-l~;-xYel (l~i 'widen', -xYel 'of the foot'), 

sl~le;xYel 'toes' (-le- 'plural') 

big toe 

or part', -xYel 'of the foot') 

little toes kWemkw-aomel-xYel (l'.m .. u., possibly m~kw 

, stout', 'musua~ red1ln1 i. cati. on C2:=)- 'plural' or 'dim

i.nutive', -~om~l 'T'~.rt;, member', -xYel 'of thA foot') 



toenail 

sole of foot 

ing s-, s-??·8eR 'face', -xYel 'of the foot') 

arch of foot xW-t'axw-es-xYel (xw_ meanin~ uncertain 

here, t'axw 'goi.ng downriver', -es 'on the face', 

-xYel 'of the foot'~ 
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hee] Q'-el~c-X'Ye] (r.m.uo, -elee 'on the bottom', -xYel 

'of the foot'), e'eeel~c-xYel 'heels' (r.m.u e , 'plural' 

by irregular reduplication, -elec and -xYel as above) 

No words yet obtained for: lines on the hand~ waist, 

spleen, appendix, or clitoris. 

4. P~sqWtel 'anatomical insults'. 

This categor:v contains descriptions of the anatomy 

of people which are used as insults or jokes~ P~sqWt 

means 'to insult someone by referring to his body'. The 

list below is not complete since new examples are still 

turning up. 

xWe~·qW 'big head' (xw_ prefix used only with the head 

and its parts, meaninf?; unclear, e 'big', _~oqW - _eqw 

'in top of head') 

xWea·s 'bip-; face' (xw_ ffi.U., e 'hig', -aos 'in the face') 

xWSa-Sel - SehA-veel 'big mouth' (xw_ m.u •• e and ee 'big', 

-h epenthetic intervocalic, -a-eel 'in the mouth', 

-a·ySel 'in the jaws or lips') 

sxwQ:!eqel 'loud voice' (s- or sxw- nominalizer, perhaps 

xW_ as above, 8{ - 'big', -eqel 'i n the throat') 



9:r9aqW 'big heads' (9:r· 'big', reduplicative infix -Ola

'plural', _aqw 'on top of the head') 

9!9acas 'big hands' (9{ 0 'big', -01 a- , plural', -cas 'in 

the hand') 

@iSexY al 'big feet' (9f· 'big', -01 e- 'plural', -xYel 

'in the foot') 

9igeha o las 'big eyes' (9i·, -Ole-, -h as above, -a·les 

'in the eye') 

9igeh{·ws 'big bodied people' (9{·, -Ole-, -h as above, 

-:r·ws 'in the body') 

eehiwel 'big rump, bip.; asshole' (Sa 'big', -h epenthetic, 

-{wal 'in the inside, in the anus') 

9ah~lec 'big rump' (8e, -h as Above, -61ec 'i.n the rump') 

9~·q 'big penis' (9 'bj.g', _~oq 'in the genitals' or 'in 

the male' or 'in the nenis') 

sm~qsal 'big nose' (s- usually nominalizer but here 'big', 

m~qsal 'nose') 

sk,w~l·~ 'big belly' (s- here 'big', k,w~l·t 'belly') 

qW em9':!olas 'big breast(s)' (qWaom8 ' 'large lum-p', -:!·las 

'in the chest') 

H:!kw tE sm~laweael. 'Your uvula ;s bi.g;. = You talk too 

much 0 ' 

qalaomexY N qale+~omexY 'ugly, bad-looking, sloppy in 

looks, walk or dress' (qel 'bad', -e~ m.u., -aomexY 

'in looks, -looking') 

yee~leqW 'point-ed head' (y-a o9 'noint', -~aeqW 'in the 



top of the head') 

sp'ip'e~eqW 'flat head, flattened head (as with cranial 

deformation done to babies by some Northwest Coast 

tribes)' (s~'ip'e~ 'flat, flattened' < P'1~ 'flatten' 

+ s- and -Ole- participial adjective, _eqw 'in the 

top of the head') 

c:!~eqW 'bushy and uncombed hair' (ci~ 'high, upper, 

above', _eqw 'in the top of the head') 

xW~'a·qtes 'long face, morose' (xw_ m.u., ~'E·qt 'long', 

ablaut to a· derivational, -as 'in the face') 

xWpapaos 'hair allover the face' (xw_ m.u., r.m.u e, 

-aes 'in the face') 

q6les 'bad face, crORR face, bad expression on face' 

(qel 'bad', -es 'in the face') 

c'6p~es 'dirty face' (c'6p~ 'dirty', -es 'in the face') 

skwawecaeles 'sturgeon eyes = blue eyes' (skwawec 'stur

geon', -aelas 'in the eyes') 

mapelaeles 'marble eyes = blue eyes' (mapel 'marble 

(glass-type)', -a·las 'in the eyes') 

s~al%alp'gelioy~ 'sloppy ears' (s-%alp' 'sloppy, flabby', 

0le02- 'plural', -geli·YE 'in the ear') 

s%alp'S·y9al 'sloppy lips, flabby lips' (s-%alp' as above, 

-aeyeal 'in the lip')(applies mainly to lower lip) 

c'epielqsal 'dirty nose' (C'9p~ 'dirty', -elqsal 'in the 

nose') 

i!·%k'we1qs 'hook nose' (i:!·k,w·'to hook', -Cle- 'contin-



uative', -algs 'in the nose') 

sp'6~qsel 'flat nose' (s-p'6~ 'flat', -qsel 'in the nose') 

s:ra:relW~lqsel 'snot han~ing from nose' (~elWat fto sPi.~', 

s-. + -Cle- participial adjective (thus s~a:ra~w(with 

metathesis) could be translated 'spat'), -61qsel 'in 

the nose') 

smetmateqsel N smEtmtteqsal 'snotty nose' (s-meta·qsal 

'snot', CleC?- 'plural')(s-mata·qsel < r.m.u., -qsal 

'in the nose') 

Cheh.: kWema·ygel, Tait: kWama·ySel 'round mouth' (kwam 

... kWam must mean 'round', -a-ySel 'in the lips') 

Jfwem 69al 'eats too fast' (~w6m 'hurry, be fast;', -6gel 

'in the mouth') 

SiEne9,a·yQal 'ugly grin, ugly expT'ession in mouth, 

disanpointed and angry look in mouth' (S)[tne9' 'di.s

appointed and anp:T'y looking', -a-yeel 'in the lips') 

s:r~maqel 'tooth or teeth missing; toothless' (s-~6~ 

'spray or moisture', -eael 'in the throat') 

~'~qtapsam 'lonp: neck' (~'t·qt 'lon~', 9 ablaut, -epsem 

'in the neck') 

qWe?!owepsem 'small neck, scrawny neck' (gWa?!qW 'scrawny, 

thin', -e~sam 'in the neck') 

sp!yces 'crooked hand' (s-p{y 'bAnt, crooked' « pay 

'make a bAnd or crook'), -cas 'in the hand') 

qe19ces 'dirty h~md' (qe1 'bad~ dirty', -9 rrI.u., -cas 

'i.n the hAnd') 



s~P~mlec 'ski.nny T'um'P' (s9'a em 'bone', derivational ab~. 

laut to e, -19C 'in the rump') 

sk,w{ylec 'lame (esp. hiV from birth)' (s- nominalizer, 

k'w!y 'climb', -lec 'in the rump') 

s~'ep'~lac '.tai1' (q.v.)ttnd Erpu? are both used in a 

slang sense for 'rump' 

c'ep!·wal H sc'a~l{·wal 'dirty aSRhole' (c'ep~ 'dirty', 

-{-wel 'in the anus or insides') 

E;q'e;np:ewal 'black Rsshole' (s- nominalizer, q'e:n 

, bl k ' { l' . th . . d ' ) . BC , - ewe J.n) e anus or l.nS1 es 

~aq't!w~l 'wide rump' (;eq'€t 'be wide', -i-wal 'in the 

anus' ) 

spiyp{yxYel 'c:t'oo'i{"ed leg' (sp!y 'bent, crooked', 0le02-

'plural'1, -xYel 'in the leg ' and foot') 

c'€l~l~c'xYal 'short-legged runt' (n'€lec-am'sit down', 

possibly derivational g;lottalization of c, -el- 'plu

ral', -xYel 'in the lel2;~ on the leg') 

c'~plXYel, c'~pxYel 'dirty foot' (c'6p~ 'dirty', -xYel 

'in the foot') 

5. Non-human Anatomy. 

In the following 11sts H stFmds for "also i.n human 

anatomy", A. for rr~lso i. n animal anatomy", B "also in bird 

a.natomy'!, F "a] so i.n fiE;h anatomy"" R "alE;o in reptile 

~matomy't, and I "also in in.sect anatomy't. 



Fish anatomy: 

s~~y-es, slay-es 'head' (HABRI) 
Sl~peqW 'gristle and everything else in head of fish' 
t'twleqw 'skin of fish head without gristle' 
q~l~m 'eye' (HABR) 
Sip~le 'fish cheek' 
s~eqW~le, sxw?ile 'cheek' (HABR) 
SA-Bel 'mouth' (HABR) 
sce:l:a-ySel 'upper lip or jaw' (HAR) 
s~'epa-ySel 'lower lip or jaw' (HAR) 
y~l-~s 'teeth' (HAR) 
c'em~Ya-ySel 'jaw' (HAR) 
k,w~l-~w 'skin' (HABR) 
s~{qW 'flesh' (HARR) 
xY~-y 'gills and boot shaped organ attached to gills' 
sc'tlc" 'scales' 
stixYem 'slime' 
q'~tmel 'fin, neck fi.n, possibly back fin' 
S'~tmel 'belly fin' 
Sl~~le~ 'tiny fin above tail' 
sB'a-m 'bone' (HABR) 
s9'eB'ela-m 'small bones' (HABR) 
lek'wa1es 'backbone' (HAB(R?)) 
Sl~we 'd.ried fi.t=th bp..ckbone' 
Sl~'PXY e1 'fi 8h bdl' 

setsiyel 'blood' (HABR) 
sc'elxw:rwel 'int=tides' (HABR) 
xY:rxYxweli-wE 'air blander' 
q,Way~q'W 'stomach, organ with filaments next to air 

bladder' 
m6sel 'fish ~all bladder' 
m~lqW 'fish heart' 
k,w~l·f. 'belly' (HARR) 



Fish anatomy cont.) 

q~l'~l, q€~ 'salmon eggs' 
sc'tmGxY 'dried herring eggs (obtained in trade)' 

w . 
q' u'lt 'buried fish eggs, "'stink eggs'" 
~'!ng 'eulachon oil' 
~'eq,wf.y 'fish milt' 

L ",T no word for 'brain', just Slspeq above 

Animal anatomy: 

c'!·stel 'antlers, horn(s), 
st·y 'fur, animal hair, wool, yarn' 
(Hill-Tont 1902 has c 'qtyces or c'q 'f:ycas 'paw') 
words for 'for~Jeg' and 'hind leg' are said to exist bllt 

have not been elicited yet 
q,WJfW51ces 'claw, fingernail' (HB) 
reportedly 'hind lep;' is used instead of a worci for 'rump' 
reportedly 'ribs' (J6w5l)(HB) is used 1.nstead of 'chest' 
k,w5l'~w 'hide. skin' (HFBR) 
sqWelqW~lXY9l 'tufts of hair on horse's legs (like on 

the Clydesdale)' 
s~'9p"lec 'tail' (RR) 
sp5xw 'animal trine' (used in some dialectsl 
The remaining WOT'd~ ~onfirmed in usa~e for animal anatomy 

are the same as the following words used for hu~an 
anatomy (q.v.): head, eye, ear, nose, cheek, mouth, 
upper 1ip,{jaw, lower.lip/jaw·, tooth/teeth, tongue, 
jaw, front of neck, back of head and neck, throat, 
breast, rib, belly/stomach, back, flesh, blood, bone, 
marrow, backbone, insides, o:;uts, heart, liver, cordi 
tendon/muscle, nenis, testicles, VUlva/vagina; possi
bly also (but unconfirmed): brain, gums, lun~s, 
bladder, "ein. 



Bird anatomy: 

t'~p'els 'beak, bill; to peck' 
t'at'ep'els 'beak, bill; pecking' 
sq'~yes 'real fine feathers, down' 
sxY61c' 'small feather' 
s~'p'€lqel 'long feather (from wing or tail)' . 
s~'eq'€·l, s~'q't·l 'wing' (I) 
m€meleha·l~ 'egg' 
s~'ep'~lec 'tail' (AR) 
'claw' not yet confirmed. for birds 
Also confirmed for birds are the following terms from 

human anatomy: head, eye, back of head and neck, 
chest, back, leg, skin, flesh, blood, bone, little 
bones, heart, stomach, guts; possibly also (but uncon
firmed): brain, front of neck, throat, lungs, and 
backbone. 

Reptile anatomy: 

s~'ep'6lec 'tail' (BA) 
Also confirmed for reptiles are the following terms from 

human anatomy: head, eye, ~aw. tongue, back, . leg/foot , 
fle~h, skin, bone, blood, ~nsides. stomach; possibly 
also (but unconfirmed)! upper lip/jaw, lower lip/jaw, 
cheek (esp. for frog), chest, and backbone. 

Insect anatomy; 

s;~y·es 'head' (HAFBR) 
s~'eq'€·l 'win~' (B) 
s~6lee 'leg and foot' (HABR) 
q6l e6m 'eye' (HAFER) 

6. Functions and Dysfunctions of the Body. 

This semantic erea can be subdivided into, human 

body functions, human body products, humRn body dysfunc-



tions (living' or healthy/dead or sick, symptom/statel 

illness/disability, accident/injurY, and possibly medicinel 

curing), and non-human body functions and dysfunctions_ 

The followinC!; lists and analyses are not exhaustive. For 

example, emotions are omitted though many harmful ones 

are treated by Indian doctoring. Smells, sounds, looks, 

tastes and feelin~s are omitted because it is unclear 

that they belon~ in this domain. A number of ~rammatical 

affixes recurr often ~nd can be mentioned here to avoid 

repetition: -et - -t - -Et - -at 'action on purpose on 

third nerson obiect(s), him, her, it~ them', -1 'hapPAn 

to, mana~e to, accidentally', -st 'cause to' (the /tl in 

this suffi x ann the fi J"st one listed hecomes 19/ '~Then 

the oh,j ect is f'irst 0J" second person si mmlflr), -exw 

(afteT' -1 or -st) 'third persnn obie~t', -laomot 'by one-

self', -99t 'oneself', -tel 'each other, recinrocal', 

-em 'middle-passive voice', redupl;cp.tion and ablaut of 

several types (Galloway 1973) 'continuative', 'plural', 

'diminutive', s- + -Cl~- redunlication (infjxed after 

first vowel of root) 'participial verh', and -e18 - -E-ls 

'intransitive'. 

6.1. Body functions o 

XWE s~melE 'hear q chi.Jd', Q~ cm~lE 'someone having a 
baby' (m~lE - m~l~ - mf19 'child') 

xWf. swiyeqe 'become ~ m~n' 
xW{: s;~oli 'become fl woman' 
qWtc'et 'belch' 



q'~lmat 'believe s-o. s-th ' , q's·l 'believing' 
qep'a·sem 'bend or stoop down, bow from waist' 
q'syk,Wat 'bite into it' 

c'~met - c'smat 'bite on it, put it in one's mouth or 
between the teeth' 

e'~plexw 'blink', e're'aplexw 'close one's eyes' (-l-exw), 
e'~pe'aplaxw 'blinking' (reduplicative 'plural') 

paot 'blow' 
kW amkw:rm~l~sam 'blushi.ng', kWi ·mGl tG" s?a>8as 'his face 

got red' (kwrom 'be red', -al 'get, go, come', -as 
~in) the face', Cl aC2- 'plural') 

kWal 'be born' 
spaxwa±sol~m 'breathe' ~ p8xw±£1~m 'breathe once' and 

paxWa±gl~m 'br~athing' 

qWel±€olem 'make breathy noise, grumble under the breath' 
(qWel 'talk', -±sol ~ -±a± '~n)front of throat') 

?aet,'call s-o' (s-o = someone, s-th = something) 
s?akWestexW 'carry s-o or s-th on the arm'(put'se, person, 

etc.)' 
c~mEt 'carry it on one's back, pack it' 
?iel€ernt 'carry it on one's shoulder' 
e'€m 'chew, chewing', e'Et 'chew it', 8'a8'£t 'chewing it' 
:lf€yk,wet 'chew it (s-th hard, apple, candy, pill, etc.)' 
l~pk,Wt 'gnaw it, chew s-th hard', ~ep~~pk,Wt 'chew it up' 

(,€pk,wem '~ake a crunching or cracking noise, crunch
ing, cracking (like chewing ap~le or ice breaking)' 
is related;~'frnq,Wels is synonymous with :f£pk'wern ) 

e'ie'aplexw 'close one's eyes' (compare 'bJink') 
(texYqteylt 'comb s-o's hair', taXYQ€YI~m 'comb one's 

hair', t~xYall)~Ylt 'comb s-th, card it (of wool)') 
q,W~m 'come out (of hair)(as in comb, etc.)' 
xY~lxWeet 'coo] off (of a person)' 
t'et'Eseet 'creeping along', t'at'£sxYelem 'creeping (0:£ 

more than one)' 
l€em 'cry, weep' 



?6.-? 'defecate' 
'?~liye: 'dream, have a vision, have a trance', s?~liye: 

'dream, vision, spirit dream' 
qa-qe 'drink', q~-q9t 'drink it' « qa- 'water') 
l~p'exy 'eat s-th' (-exY 'transitivizer, 3rd person obj\') 
?€;tal 'eat a meal' (perhaps -tel 'with each other') 
h6.-yAel 'finished Aattng' (blend word of ha·y 'finished' 

and -a ·ygel 'tin) lips or jaws' or -agel '(in) mouth') 
'lasget 'get fat' (-Set mqy be the verh formin~ suffix 

here instead of the reflexive) 
t~q' 'to fart' 
q~tlt 'feel 9-0 or s-th', q€t1fe1s 'feeling around' 
m€lq 'forget' 'I m~l 01 ~xw 'forget s-th or s-o', m€lqeles 

'forget, forget s-o or s-th' 
xWaxw:!l~xy 'r;et up '~ith quick motion' (xwexw prohably 

'sudden', -{., 'poo, come. get', -exY 'upri~ht') 
c'{-sam 'grow' 
k' wa ':')7l:W em 'p.;r(\~~1' in~ (of the stomach)' 
k,weml~xwas 'he's p'rown up' (-l-exw, -a8 'he (9ub;h)') 

(see also 'raise s-o or s-th') 
st'€wel, Chill.: sta?€wal 'guess', st'gw~lmet 'guess or 

thinking q,bout s-th' (ste?€, st'€ 'like, similar to' , 
-ewel '(in) the mind') 

c'ic';€-m (some dialects c'aC';€'m) 'hear, hearing', 
c';€-mat 'hear it' 

h~k'a; 'to hiccolJgh' (imitative) 
kWel€t 'hold s-th (in the hand)' 
xY€?e:t 'hold a baby in arms' 
sxwa-xwelstexW 'holding; s-th up' (xWa-xwe 'be lightweight', 

-st 'cause to', -exw '3rd person objAct') 
qelw!ls 'hug', Qelw{],st 'hup.; s-o' 
k'W~_y 'hungry', k'wak,wiy '(being) hungry' 
lWb~we?€(t) 'imitating (s-o)' (-e?€ also in ste?€ 'similar') 
e!ct 'have intercourse with s-o' (Afcem 'have intercourse') 
k ' W ~'l.' • h . +. • t:,;~ ave lnJerCOllT'Se 



c'~'€m 'jump' 
lem€et 'kick (s-o)', lemlem€et 'kick it around', 

lem€?iw~t 'kick in the rump' 
m6kwe9(t), xWm~kwe9(t) 'kiss (s-o)', (xw)m~kwegel 'kiss 

on the lips' (m~kw 'stout, thick', -egel 'an) the mouth' 
with final '::el lost before -t~ xW_ 'pertaining to head 
or its parts') 

9'q'~%i€m 'kneel down' 
~q'6leexw N ~6q'al-exw 'know' (~- meaning unknown, q'61 

'believe', -1 'happen to, manage to', _exw 's-th, s-o') 
liy6m H ley6m 'laugh', 1€ -yam 'laughing', liyliyem 'lots 

of laughing' (root ?€y 'good') 
c'i-mat 'lick s-th' (related to c'lmet 'put it in mouth 

or between teeth') 
k,wa?iyeqel 'lie on one's back' 
?€la9 'lie down' (?~ele9 'lying down') 
qEyqep'ey~.%a ~ie on one's stomach' (q~p' as in 'bend 

over, bow'from waist') 
xWlel€ - ~'listen hard' 't xWIEl€ -m 'listen', xW ~le:lg-m 

'listening', xWlgl€·met 'listen to s-o' 
k,w€cat 'look at s-o or s-th' (cp. 'see :it' and 'stare') 
16PiWamstaxW 'make a noise' (laplWam 'noise') 
"fwi"fwa?a.-s 'making a face' (cp~ 'imitate') 
wec'l-lamet 'masturbate, bring oneself to a summit (of 

a mountain)' (wec'€- 'get to top or summit of a mt~ 
< c'€ 'top, on top') 

xYixYq'aem 'mouth han~ing open' (xYaq'a-9at 'hang s-th 
up' (-get ',rerbalizer'), -m or -aem 'middle-passive', 
Cli- 'diminutive') 

sel€ylem 'move' (cp. sil-at 'move s-th')(-lyl may < -!-l 
'come, go', -am 'middle-nassive') 

IfqWesem 'nod one's head, bow once from neck', Ifleowesam 
'nodding (in ~l2:re8men-r.)' (-aR 'fAce', -am) 

l~l-eo't 'open one'R eyeR' (q' H q), 'f~l"faleq't te sxwpxwa-s 
'lightning, +:hunner(bird) o'Penin~ his eyes' (note that 
'thunder(bird)' is 'sudden' + (i n) face') 



(xWm{cesem 'pass s-th by hand') 
(p~leqW 'peek over, rise (of sun)' (_eqw 'top of head')) 
EP3:~k' W 'pinch' 

sy~myem 'pregnant' 
ge9!~w 'girl at puberty' 
k,w~met 'raise s-o or s-th' 
csF.ces 'reach with hand' (cs~t 'send it', -ces 'hand') 
t~l-exw 'realize it, learn it, understand it' (t~l 

'learn', -1 (> - after 1), _exw) 
h~k,weles 'remember, remember it' 
q~·w 'to rest;~relax' 
Y~~'q't 'rub it, rub s-th or s-o' 
~W~mxYelem 'run' (~w~m 'hurry, be fast', derivational 

ablaut to /a/, -~Yel 'feet', -ern 'middle-passive'), 
(~wemxY~lem 'running, racing (of people, animals, etc.)' 
shows 'continuative' ablaut even in suffix) 

~~yq'et 'scratch s-th (to itch)' (cp. ~Eyp'et 'scrape 
s-th, scratch s-th (leaving marks)') 

kW~cem 'scream', skWgcem 'a scream' 
k,w~clexw 'see s-th or s-o' 

s:r.w,~lm~t 'sense s-th (that will happen)' (-{-wel 'inside' 
or -~w~l 'mind, thought', -m~t 's-th (object)') 

(kweJcsE-Is 'shaking hands' (kwel 'bold in the hand', 
-ces 'hand', -f.-Is 'intransitive'), kWel~cest 'shake 
s-o's hand') 

(qWEYf~lecem 'shake or swivel one's hipR' (qWE~ 'shake', 
-elec 'rump, hips', -em) 

sk'w~c 'sight' 

?em~t 'sit, sit (lown (if standing), sit up (if lying), 
squat' 

c'~l~cem 'sit dn~m~ take A seat' (C'E 'on top', -lec 
, -rump', - em ') 

?!tet'sleep~ go to sl.eep', ?{·tet 'sleeping, Rsl~ep', 
?{tetem 'sleepy', ?itqtl~met 'fall asleep' 



( 

So 

ha·qWet 'smell it on purpose', ha·qWlexW 'smell it acci
dentally, h6·qWem 'to give off a smell' 

xWl!y~m~s 'to:smile' (xw_ 'pertaining to the head', 
l:ry~m 'lau~h', -es 'face') 

h€sem 'to sneeze' (imitative) 
;W!q,Wem 'to snore' (imitative) 
'f€YJr~·m 'to sob' (lhff:1f.s.mll, Ci{';' 'diminutive', :J6·m 

'cry, weep') 
;;wa-t 'spit it out', %~~we%CE 'spitting' (-e~cg 'unclear 

liquid' ) 
p '!€P et 'squeeze it' 
%i€yl~xY 'stand up' (~- meaning unknown, i€yl- 'feet', 

-ex! 'upright') 
k,wak,wec{ls 'staring', k,wacest 'stare or look 'at s-o's 

face') 
?{met t step 'on' it '( Cl)" ?(mexY 'walk') (cp .. 'take a step') 
(st'~qsel 'stick out, protrude' (st't 'like, similar to', 

-'qsel 'nose') (included as it shows one Stalo concep
tion of the function of the nose) 

?at'eget 'stretch oneself' (?at' 'stretched') 
p'{.qwt ,'stroke it, pet it' 
9'aq,Wet 'suck it' 
qems· 'suckle' « qa· 'water' or its bound allomorph qe-) 
m~q'et 'swallow it' (m~q' 'full with food (in belly)') 
ys·q,Wem 'to sweat' 
t':rec(')em 'swim', t'{t'ec(')em ... xY{xYk,wsem 'swimming 

(of human)' (Cl {- 'diminutive', xY6·k,wem 'bathe') 
tiqxY€l~m 'take a step' (-xY€l is stressed version of 

-xYel) 
qW~·l 'talk'~ speak' (qWaqWel 'talking, speaking') 
t'€t 'taste, taste it, try, try it' 
tat{lt 'thinking on it, pondering, studying, training' 

(t~elt 'leArn it', -<11e- 'continuatbre', -(·l 'go, 
come, get', -t '3rd person ob~ect purposive') 



3\ 

s!-t't 'tickle s-o', s~t'xYt 'tickle s-o's feet' (-xYal 
loses the al before -t 'purposive, 3rd person objet) 

t~salaxw 'touch or bump s-o accidentally', taset 'touch 
s-o on purpose' 

t'~c'laxw 'turn or snap the eyes away (from s-o?) in 
disgust' 

tal-a-met 'understand' (tal- 'learn', -l~-mat 'by oneself') 
(cp~ 'thinking', 'realize') 

s~~wa 'urinate; urine' 
q,w{q,Wel~mqel 'Ca boy's) voice is changing' Cq,W~q,Wel 

'tame', derivational ablaut to Iii, -~m 'middle-passive' 
or possibly 'Rtrength', -eoel 'throat') 

xW{y 'wake', xW{y~et 'wake up', sxwaxw!.y 'awake' (the 
root is /lxW~yll), xWiylaemat 'wake oneRelf', xW{yx:"Vat 
'wake s-o up' 

?!mexY' 'walk' (?{rn 'step', -axY 'upright') 
3!lqat 'whisper' 
xYaepem 'whistle', x:"VrxYnaem 'whistling' 
9'ik,w~-st 'wink at s-o', 9'ik,waestal 'wink at each 

other', 9'{f1'ik·wa esam 'winking', e'ik,wa·l~sem 'to 
wink' (-a e S 'face', -a -las 'eye', -tal 'reciprocal') 

(9'~lw 'wa~h', takes many somatic suffixes) 
w!.qas 'yawn' (w{qet 'spread or widen it (of a canoe for 

example)', -as 'face') 
t~·rnO)'t)'yell,·s:q.out, holler' (-et is apparently not 

the purposive suffix here), stl·~ 'a shout or yell' 
q'EyxYallm 'to yell' (meaning may be too general) 

6.2. Body Products. 

lel~c' 'bile; gall-bladder' (l~c' 'full') 
s9~9iyel 'blood' (s- + reduplication) 
s;€qWem 'breath' (8-) 
s?a·? 'excrement' (s-) 
st~q' 'a fart' 



sl€yltel 'footprints, tracks' (s-, ~€yl 'mark, write', 
~tel 'device, thing for') 

slas 'grease, fat, oil, lard' (s-) 
sqem~· 'milk; breast' (8-, qem'· 'suckle') 
m'?s'milk (slang term)' 
sqiqew 'menstrual blood' (s-, qiqew 'menstruating') 
m69'e:l: 'pus' 
qlyqey.JelAo 'shadow' (q'€~ 'be black', derivational 

deglottalization, reduplication, -elA" unknown unless 
related to -€ ·ll, -ele 'contai.ner') 

smeteqsel 'snot' (s-, r.m.u., -eqsel 'in the nose') 
s~'elehlolqs91 'dried-up snot' (s-, r.m.u., -qsel 'in 

the nose') 
s:l:e;we:l:ce(s) 'spit' (-s optional, s-) 
sy'oq,Wem 'sweat' (s-) 
qe?'oles 'teRri (qe(?)- N q'. 'water', -a·les 'in the eye') 
sqWt.lewel 'thoughts, feelings' (s-, qWg • l 'talk', sqWg •l 

'words', -ewel 'in the mind') 
se~we 'urine; to urinate' (s- disappears before s) 
syl·t 'vomit' (s-) 
(no word. yet obtain~d·ror: 'sperm') 

6.3. Body Dysfunctions. 

6.3.1. Living or healthy/dead or sick: 

?l·yelexW 'alive, in good health' (?€.y 'keep on going') 
me ?l·yelexW 'come alive, come back to life (lit. and 

figuratively'~ get better, get well' (me 'come') 
me ?l·yelexWstexW 'keep s-o alive' (-st, -exw) 
me ?l.yelexWlexw 'bring 8-0 back to life, save 8-0'S life' 

(-1, _exw) 
s~aleqWi9'E 'cor~8e; ghost' (8-, r.ffi.u., -i9'e 'clothing', 

perhaps spaI eqW T'epT'esents a '..rt:'lT"d for 'soul' or ' spirit' ) 
q".y 'die, de~d' 
w~ w ~ , d' d . ( . . d" ) ; I::;.y N l a..y .. 1 e ,.n a. group . 1n ep~emlC, f:tre, etc •. ' 
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xWf.-lqcel 'I almost died' (xWg-Iq 'almost, nearly', -eel 
'T (subject)') 

h:!-qsel 'drop dead' (possibly root related to that in 
h:!l.em': .ito fall from a height', suffix probably -qsel 
'on the nose') 

w6q'W 'drown' 
l:!cxw we?~y (?)a(l) 'how are you feeling?, are you doing 

good?', l:!cxw wetu?~ya 'are you feeling a little bet
ter?', eel tu ?~ya 'I'm fine' 

q '~y~'eet ' it healed up' (q '~y~' 'heal', -eet 'itself') 
q'~-yt 'kill s-th or s-o' 
s?{-k'W 'lost (and presumed dea~' (s-, ?:!_k'w 'get lost') 
Ie q'€p' 'he passed on a disease, he got addicted (to 

anything)' (Ie '3rd person subject, past tense') 
q'~p'lexw 'pass on a disease to s-o, get s-o addicted' 
k,wemla-met 'pull through (an illness), pull through or 

raise oneself (from childhood through puberty to mat
urity)' (k,w~met 'raise s-o', -la-met 'oneself') 

(me) ?i ?~yel 'recover,· g~t better' (me 'come' optional, 
reduplication prefix function unclear, ?gy 'good') 

q'~q'ey 'sick; dying' (q'a-y 'die', -Ole- 'continuative') 
sq'aq'ey 'sickness; dead for awhile' (s- nominalizer or 

participializer) 
me q'aq'eystexW 'make 8-0 sick' (-st, -exw) 
q'aq'eyxYel 'sick foot or leg' (-xYel 'in foot or leg', 

just one example of many) 
xw~ 'starve (and die)' 

6.3.2_ Symptom/ statel illness/ di'sB.bili ty: 
(A common suffix is -(e)tem which seems to mean 

'state of (verb)' though it derives ultimately from the 
-et transitivizer plus -em 'middle-passive'.) 

s~·yem 'to ache, be sore, to pain' 
i~·p'qWtem tel s~"a·m 'my bones are aching' 



i~~ tel 9'~·l~ 'my heart is aching' 
s!· si 'afraid, ner,rous' 
se'~.qWeleqW 'bald' (s-, r.m.u., -eleqw 'on top of head') 
sc!yel~iel 'strawberry birthmark on arm' (sc!ys 'straw-

berry', -al€'fel 'on arm') 
cal6,wem 'bleed', ca·l,~~m' 'bleeding' 
q€Yies 'blind' (q'€YJ 'be black', derivational deglottal-

ization, -as 'in the face') 
q~·c'·m 'a blister', q~cem 'be blistered' 
sq,Wec6m 'a boil' 
?ew6ts s;€k,wam (k'w N q'w) 'breathless, no breath' 
st'~W 'brooding' (symptom of spirit sickness) 
t'!qel 'be bruised', t'!qel te q6l·~ms 'his eye is bruised', 

st'!t'eqel 'a bruise', st'it'aq~·les 'black eye, brui
sed eye' 

q'ew€m 'walk with a cane', sqtew€ 'person with a cane' 
(q'6we 'cane', s-, -€ unclear, -(e)m or -€m 'middle
passive') 

sk'W~y 'can't, unable, impossible' 
kWel~xwes te s9'~;em 'he caught a cold', kWel~xwes te 

sta·q,Wem 'he caught a cough' (kwel 'get', -1 'happen 
to, accidentally', _exw 'it', te 'a, the', see below 
for 'cold' and 'cough') 

sp~l·exw 'chickenpox' 
e'~~em 'chilled', 9'~9'e:l-em 'being chilled' 
(s)9',t;ell sq'~q'ey 'a cold' (lit. "chill sicknel:ls") 
q,W6m 'come out (of hair)' 
:Jsiek'''!wel 'constipated' (l€lek'w 'wedged in tight' , 

-{·wal 'in the Rnus or insides') 
c'i;yrw{wel 'consti'ORted' (c'!yxw 'rl:l'Y', -!.wel) 
t'ekw{wel 'constipated' (t'ekw 'mired', -!·wel) 
q' €q' e~' 'convul sions, fi.ts' 
t~·q,Wem 'to cOllQ;h', st~·q,Wem 'a cough' (s-) 
qt~lptem 'to cramp, have cramps', qt€·lptem 'cramped', 
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q'€q'elptem 'cramping' (p ... p' in each case)(compare 
q'6lp't 'shrink it', q'6lp'get 'shrink', and q'elq'elp' 
'tangled on its own (of net, hair, etc.)') 

s~~·lc'iyegel 'to have a crooked jaw (from birth, injury, 
or from getting bumped by a ghost)' (s-, ~€-lc' 'tur
ned the wrong way, twisted', -iyegel < -a-ySel 'in 
the jaw') 

~'6kwel.e: (kw ... qW ... k'w) 'deaf' (r.m.u.) 
~'€xYtem 'diarrhea' (possibly < ~'6xY 'ripped apart'), 

h'r~€tem 'continuing diarrhea' 
s€-19'tem or s€-lc'tem 'dizzy' 
s6les 'dizzy~ drunk' (sal 'spin around', -es 'in face') 
c,!yxweqe1 'dry in the throat', c,!yxweq9~I~m 'my throat 

is dry' 
s±a±ek,w!-wel 'dumbfounded, speechless, stupified, sur

prized' (s- + -Ole- participial verb, ±aok'w 'to fly', 
-:!-wel 'in t;he insides, in t;he anus~ in the rump') 

s€-yem tel q,W6-1 'T have an earache, my ear aches' 
scel€·l te sk'w€c 'eyesight is fadin~' 
melq:!-wsem 'to faint' (malq 'forget' ,-!·ws 'in the body', 

-am 'middle-nessi.ve') 
rt'9€·mtam 'for~etful, absent-minded' (q'9€'m 'short (of 

memory, of reach, of food, etc'.)') 
lexwm€lqawa± 'forgetful; passed out if drunk' (lexw-

'always' 'I m€lq ( ... m~lq) 'forget', -ewe~ 'in the mind') 
palaqw:!Q'etam 'he got ghosted' ('ghost' minus s- ~ palaqW

{9'e: 'to ghost'. -et 'someone, he. etc_', -em 'passive') 
sm6ce: 'goiter, lump on person or tree (burl)' 
~g~elc'el:{sem 'grinding one's teeth' (l€lc' 'twist, turn 

a1:'ound' , -el:!s 'teeth' or 't:n the teeth', -am) 
?~-1get 'to gT'o~m', ?i?~·1get 'p.;roaning' (compare ?e--t 

'call s-o', -Ret 'oneself') 
~s6q' q'a-y 'half dead, hAlf paralyzed' 
~3:~-16qel 'hea~qche' (' ,. ')(lA± 'ach.~, hurt', -£·l~qel 

'in the head') 



tsa-s 'heartbroken, poor, destitute' 
yeqw-rles 'heartburn' (yaqW 'burn'. -i-las 'in the chest') 
S'k,wiwel 'hemmorhoids, open sores in rump or genitals' 

W . 
(compare s-S'eS'ik' 'open sore', -{-wal 'in the rump, 
anus, insides, genitals')(loss of vowel length seems 
to be due to speed of pronunciation and dialect; Tait 
dialect speakers seldom omit length even in rapid 
speech while Chehalis d~alect speakers do much more 
readily, sometimes even in slow speech) 

t'lmiYE, t'imiYE 'hermaphrodite baby' 
k,w!k'wes 'hot' (k'wes 'get burned (of a person)') 
sqW~m~cal 'hunchback, lump on the back' (s-qwa-m 'lump', 

-~cel < -i-cel 'on the back') 
l~% 'to hurt, ache (of head, ear, stomach, etc.)' 
sxw'-xwS' 'to be insane, crazy', sxwixwaexwS' 'a little 

crazy, stupid' 
sk'w€y kWs ?i-tat 'have insomnia, can't sleep' 
:J€Yfec' em 'to itch', lEYl=ec' 6mSat 'tlreal itching'" 
lel~c' 'jaundice, bile trouble; bile; gall-bladder' (16c' 

'full' ) 
sk,Wiylec 'lame (of hip, esp. from birth)' (s-, k,Wiy 

'climbs', -lec 'on the rump (or hip)') 
sl6kwelec 'lame hip or leg; to limp; cripple(d)'(s-, 

16kw 'broken (bone)', -alec 'in the rump (or hip)') 
qW'-m9' 'lump', sqWamqWaem'Jfw 'lots of lumps (any size), 

anthills') 
q{ Iwl'l·menstruate' , I qiqe", 'menstruating', sk' wxY 6 -s sq' aq' ey 

'menstruation' (sk,wxY6es 'moon', sq'~q'ey 'sickness') 
sk'w€y kWs qW~els 'mute, he can't talk' 
h€YEt~lm~1 'nauseated' (h€YEt or hlyat 'vomiting', -~lm~l 

'in the mind') 
si-si 'nervous, afraid' 
xW'k,Weltem 'numb' (xw~k,wal 'get numb' (-el < -iel 'get, 

go, come')), xW~k,welxYel 'numb in the foot, one's 
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foot is asleep' 
pqw!·les 'out of breath, overtired and overhungry (sim

ultfmeously), (peqW 'split in half by handl(like of 
an apple)', -!·les iin the chest') 

t'~q'W te s;}:€k,wem (k'w ... qW) 'run out of breath, break 
one' s breath' (t' ~q'W • break (of a. rope)') 

'k:,wes€ 'ove'r'heated' (k'wes 'burned (of a person)') 
t'eq,W~~e~ 'pass out, faint' (t'eq'W 'break or split 

(of a rope)', -~e~ 'in the throat')(see also 'faint' 
and 'forgetful') 

q"-y • paralyzed , dead, die' 
sy~letem 'poisoned' (s-, y~19 'to poison', -t-am) 
'fl.'P'qwtem '1:'henmAti.sm, aching (of bones)' 
9'aq,Wem 'to 1:'ot' 
. ~lw 51qsel 'runny nose ~ (;elw , to spit', -51qse1 'nose" 

or 'in the nose') 
sq'€y~' 'a. scar' (s- nominalizer, q'€y~' 'heal') 
~€tlt em 'to Rhb,rer, shivering, trembling' ( see ' tremble' ) • 

~€ti9€·lam 'I'm shivering' 
'xY'·l!·s 'fatal shock (with vomiting)' (upon seeing a 

supernatural s~'€'-leqem creature) 
sxYiy!.ws 'smallpox' (s-, root possibly xy~.y 'fish scales', 

-{-ws 'on the body') 
p'~~. me p'~~ 'to sober up', sp'ep'!~ 'sober, sobered up' 

(s- + -Ole- participial verb) 
s9'e9'{k'w 'open sore', s9'ek,w9 '{k'w 'open sores' 
It'€ls • put/cast/throw a spell', Jt'~t 'put or cast a 

spell on s-o' 
yew!·lt 'cast an evil spell on s-o', syew!·l 'an evil 

spell, power to do witchcraft and predict future', 
sy6·we 'witch, seer' (s-, yew'" y6·w 'supernatural 
power', -{·1 '~et, go, come') 

sy~w91 sq' 'q 'ey 'spj_ri t sickness' . (s-y~wel 'guardian 
spirit, spirit power, possession by spirit')(symptoms 



of spirit sickness ares depression, insomnia, hearing 
songs and drumming not physically present, pain in the 
chest, and some others) 

l~ysel 'get spooked, fear something behind one' 
sp':!q' 'white spotted skin' (s-, p'~q' 'white', + ablaut 

for derivation), sp'eq'p':!q' 'many white spots on skin' 
t'~ 'to sprain', t'at'~ tel s?:!-lwe~ 'sprain my side' 
C'~~q,wxYel 'sprain one's ankle' (r.m.u.) 
xWe9'~q,w:xYel 'ankle joint, spra:i.ned ankle', xWee'~q,Wces 

'wrist, hand joint; sprained wrist' (r.m.u.) 
t~lstem 'get staggered', (yi)t~elstem and ,we~wela·ystem 

'staggering' (r.m.u., -t-am) 
xw~ 'to starve, starving' 
x.a~~-lwes 'have a stomach-ache' (la~ 'hurt', -€·lwes 

'in the stomach') 
q'~.y te ~q':!·ws 'a stroke, half the body paralyzed' 
s?~c?ec 'stuttering', ?~c?ec 'to stutter' (compare 

?€c-l-exw 'hear about it')(imitative reduplication) 
cxW~tem 'swelling (of infented sore, of balloon, etc.)', 

cec:!xw 'swollen' 
Cheh.: ~qa-le, Chill_: cqa·la 'thirsty' (±- N c- verb

forming, qa e 'water', -la unknown) 
k,wem~get 'throw a tantrum, throw oneself on ground in a 

tantrum, drop oneself into a seat angrily' (k,wqwem 
'to club', -9at 'oneself') 

t~xWem tel 9'~-1~ 'my heart is thumping' 
~c:!·ws, ~±~m 'tired' (-{-ws taro the body', te~ 'hurt', 

-~m 'strength'), q'ay:!-ws 'tired' (q'aey 'dead or 
paralyzed', -{-ws 'in the body') 

mem~ (or me m€) te y~l·~s 'the tooth came out' Cm€ 'come 
out, come off', me- reduplication or rna 'come') 

y~lyelesem 'a steady toothache' (reduplication is 'plural' 
or 'continuative', y~1-6s 'tooth', -em verb-forming) 

s~~meqel 'tooth/teeth missing, toothless' (s-, ±em"rain 
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or spray' as in ;~m~xw 'to rain', ;em;~mexw 'rain
showering off and on', and s;~mxYel 'dew'~(.ltfa:in on 
the·feet"), -eqel 'in the throat', "rain in the throatlt 
would refer to the juicier sound of speech by people 
with missing teeth) 

~~titem 'to tremble', ;~tJtem 'trembling, shivering' 
C'shiver{ing)' is to tremble more than once) 

q,Wel~qel 'trenchmouth' (q,W~l 'cooked; ripe', -~qel 
'in the throat') 

tateq,Waemestem 'tuberculosis' (tateq,Wem 'coughing', 
ablaut or -aemes (meaning unknown) or -es '(in) the 
face', -t-em) 

y~et 'to vomit', h~YEt or h~yet 'vomiting' 
sc'~pxwel 'wart' (s-, c'~PJf'dirty', 'f > XW derivational?, 

-el unknown) 
qel~em 'weak' (Qel 'bad', -~'m 'strength', ?£y~m 'strong' 

< trgood strength") 
p'eq'~yl te s?a eges 'the face got white' (p'eq' 'white', 

-~yl < -{'I 'go, come, get') 
sp'!q' 'white spotted skin' as above 

6e3~31 Accident/injury: 

Most of the verb roots below can be used with most of 

the somatic suffixes. What follows is merely a cross

sectione Analysis is evident from suffixes already listed 

previously. 

sq'~yk'W 'a bite' (s-) 
lekWat 'break a bone', sl!·kw 'broken (of a bone)', 

l~kwIQkw 'all broken u~ (of all or many bones, also 
of sticks)', lQkwel~lQl 'break an arm', lekwxy~·l 
'broke a leg', lekw~psem 'break one's neck', lekwew{c 
'break one's spine or back~ have a hunchback' 

k'w~s 'get burned, got burned', k'ws!'ws 'singe hairs off 
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skin', k,Wes~-yeel 'burned on lips', k,w~s(e)qel 
'burned in the mouth'(it appears from this that -aqel 
'in the throat' includes the inside of the mouth too), 
k,w~sces 'burned on the hand', etc. 

?~q'e~ 'choke on bone or s-th'solid' 
t'kw!.l~s H t'ekw!les 'choke on food~, t'~kweles 'choking 

on food' (t'ekW 'mired', -!-les 'in the chest') 
lexws~~m 'choke on water or liquid' (lexws- 'always', 

~~m < ~em 'to rain or spray') 
ptie'~~lt 'choke s-o' (p'i9' 'squeeze', -~~l - -~e~ 'in 

the front of the neck', -t IS-Of) 

t'~mxYel 'chop one's foot' (as with an ax), similarly 
t'~mces, t'~mqsel, etc. 

k'WeqWel~iel 'club on the arm', many others (see exx-. of 
somatic suffixes) 

~!c'et 'cut s-th or s-o', l~c'lexw 'cut s-o accidentally', 
l~c'ces 'cut a hand or finger', sxw~~c'ces 'a cut on 
the hand or finger', ~ec'el~~el 'cut one's arm' 

c'~q'W 'hit (with bullet, arrow, s-th shot); wounded, 
poked', c'eq,Wl~xW 'hit (with arrow, etc.) accident
ally' , 

xWm~lk,wes 'get hit in the face by s-th falling' 
t~~ces 'hit on the hand with a hammer, hammered on hand' 
l~-met 'hit s-th with s-th thrown', ls·m Ii te t~psem 

'hit in the neck with s-th thrown' 
m€·kw~ 'to get hurt, be hurt' 
9q'~t 'poke, prick, or stab 8-0, spear s-th (for ex. 

fish), pierce s-th' 
9'!q,West 'punch s-o in the face' 
~':!q' 'run over (by car, train, etc,,), get wedged (by 

falling tree), stuck in a trap' 
i€yp'et 'scrape 8-0 or s-th, scratch it (and leave mark)' 
?!t te meqsel 'scratchea on the nose, the nose is scratched' 
kWel~xYt 'shoot a-o or s-th, sting s-o' 



c'~·l tel c~lexY 'skin my hand, peel the skin on my hand' 
sxY6c'xYel 'splinter or sliver in the foot', sxY~c'ces 

'splinter or sliver in the hand or finger' 
t" 'to sprain' 
B.J6~ 'a wound' (s-) 

6.3.4. Medicine/curing: 

q'€p'et 'bandage it up, tie it up' (the latter meaning 
is the basic one--there is no specific word just mean
ing 'to bandage') 

q'6we 'a cane' 
~€·w 'cured, healed', ~€·wat 'cure s-o by Indian doctor

ing, chase s-th aw~y from s-o', ~€·watam 'cured by 
Indian doctoring', ~~;ewels 'curing by Indian doctor
ing, a medicine man "working U ' 

sxwl€·m 'Indian doctor, medicine man, shaman' 
k,wak,w:CyeQet 'training oneself to be an Tndian doctor 

or spirit dancer' (k'wek,w{y 'climbing', -eQet 'one
self' ) 

t~kte 'non-Indian doctor' 
q'€y~'eet 'it healed up' (q'ly~' 'heal', -Qet 'itself') 
c'~lx!etel 'looking for lice in s-o's head' (perhaps r 

'looking for lice in each other's head')(m6xYc'el 
'louse' + mets.t:hesis (derivationa.l) > c' 61xY ,-tel 
'reci-procal') 

cel i€·yles 'I made it (if laxative finally works)'(r.m.u.) 
st'6lmexw 'medicine' (rem.ue, unless st':r elam 'song') 
st'elmexw~·les 'eye medicine' 
st'elmexwr·wel 'love medicine' (~:C·wel 'in p.;enitals or 

insides') 
XWeq,Wele?~lt,el. 'h""o m d'c' '( 'bl w ,w~l ~an5 ver e 1 lne nOSS1 y x eq e e 

'scouring rUAh, horsetail', -?~ltel 'medicine' (incl. 
-tel 'device ~ t:hi.l'lf:; foT")) 

Q'9l ?€-lte1 'he~lT·t medicine, jun:!.-per' (9'€le 'heart', 



-?~·lta1 'medicine') 
sy~·tta1 'throw-up medicine' (s-y~·t 'vomit', -tal 'device 

or thing to') 
xY~xYa~mat 9a cm~lg 'looking after s-o having a baby, 

midwifing' (also without the reduplication) 
n~rs 'nurse' « English) 
sq!qame1 'puberty hut' (sqam~l 'pit house', 61!- 'diminu

tive') 
mE7~1·~sem 'pulled out (of a tooth or teeth)' (mE 'take 

out, come out', -?~l·~s 'tooth', -em 'passive') 
m~xYes ta y~l·~s 'he took out or pulled the tooth' (m~ 

'take out', -eTY '3rd person object', -es '3rd person 
subject') 

Taitt mt ck'w€c, Ohil1.T m! sk'w~c 'recover sight, sight 
came' (m! 'come') 

s&k,wam 'outer cedar bark splint! (the-word may-also mean 
'outer bark') 

qat{·wsam 'take a sweatbath' (qa"water', -t unknown here, 
-(·ws '(on) the body', -am 'middle-passive') 

X'YE:xYt'~·las 'trillium' ~cataract medicine, possibly < 
xY~t'-am 'swim (of a fish)', -Ole- 'continuative', 
-~·les 'in the eyes'~ this may also be the word for 
'cataracts') 

6.4. Non-human Body Functions and Dysfunctions. 

Fish: 

c'~'€m 'jump' (HABRI) 
t'i1~qe1 'a spawning salmon with eggs loose and dangling' 
kW'mexw 'salmon after spawning (no eggs left)' 
l~yqEYE 'old salmon ready to die' 
cew6~em 'spawning' 
xY~t'em 'swimmin~ (of fish)' 
probably plus some verbs also used for humans like 

k,w6clexw 'see it', l6p'exY 'eat it', etc. 



Animals, 

-~lac 'animal or bird droppings' « -~lac 'in the rump') 
kw~·eat 'to gallop' 
i€yl~m 'to growl (of an animal)' (cp. ~€ytam 'to growl 

, (of humans, under the breath)') 
q'€'w 'howl' 
qW~'l 'talk' (HB and perhaps of frog also) 

. q,w'~q ,wal 'tame' 

~'Ep'~lecam (€ mRY N e) 'wagging its tail' (s~'ap'~leo 
'tail', possible ablaut may be ' continuative', -em 
is verb forming suffix or 'middle voice') 

skw!kweX'Y 'wild' 
plus many verbs also uRed for humans such as q'~yk,Wet 

'bite into it', c'€met 'bite on it, put in mouth', 
l~p'eX'Y 'eat s-th', k,w~clexw 'see it', ,tel·~·met 
'understand', q'~'Y 'die', etc. 

Birds, 

-~lec 'animal or bird droppings' 
~a'k'w 'to fly' 
~'xw€.y~em 'hatch eggs, brood, incubate or sit on eggs' 

(~'exw 'cover over', -€'y~ unknown unless related to 
-?~'l~ 'young', -em 'm:i.ddle-passive') 

qWe1ay9!'lem 'make music' (qWel 'talk', -a·yeal 'in lips', 
-!'l 'go, come, get', -am 'middle-passive') 

sm!meleha'l~€'l€ 'little bird's nest' (s-, Cl !- 'diminu
tive', mErneleha'l~ 'egg' « m€male 'children', -ha'l~ 
'young'), -€'l~ 'container (of)') 

t'ap'els 'to neck' 
t'!'lem 'sing' 
qW~'1 'talk' 
pluR many verbs a.lso used for humans such as l~p'exY, 

1t,w~clexw, etc. 



Insects: 

q'€yk,Wet 'bite 8-0' (HAFBR) 
~a·k'W 'to fly' (B) 
c'~'lm 'to jump' (HAFBR) 
t':r·lem 'to sing (used in place of 9. word 'to buzz') 
kW9l~xYt 'sting s-o, Ahoot 8-0 or s~th' (kwel~xY 'shoot 

(with arrow, gun, etc~)' < kWel- 'hold in hand', 
-e,;l 'upright') 

probably plus other verbs also used for humans like 
k'w ~clex~"'T, l~p' e,;l, etc. 

Reptiless 

sq'ell·w 'coiled (of snRke)' (s-, q'el as in q'elq'~l-p' 
'tm\gled.- (on itself)' 'or q'elq'~l-q"tanglea 6n s-th, 
snagged', -"'·w nnknowri), sq'elo'elf.·w 'coiling (of a 
snake), ready to strike' (reduplicAtion 'plural/cont
inuative' ) 

c'~'lm 'jump' (HAFBI) 
probably plus other verbs also used for humans like 

k,w~clexw, l~p'exy, etc. 

7. Conclusion. 

In section 2 the somatic suffixes were presented, 

showing that about a third of them have 8. suppletive 

relationship to their equivalent independent words; the 

remainder are etymologically related to the independent 

word equivalents. The somatic suffix system is extensive 

in that about a quarter of all the independent words for 

body partA have somatic suffix equivalentsi. The system

atic morphosememic feature shared by these somatic suf

fixes is that they are morphosememically locative ('on 



or in the (body part)') except when used in independent 

body part words; in the latter case the meaning shifts 

to become partitive ('of the (body part)'). 

In section 3 the independent words for body parts 

were presented and morphosememically analyzed. There are 

several systematic features that can be seen in the ana

lysis. 1. As with somatic suffixes (for ex. -cas 'on the 

hand or finger', -xYal 'on the' foot or leg'), the divi

sion of the body by the Halkomelem words is sometim&s 

different from English divisions (t6psam 'back of the 

head and back of the neck', slel·a 'leg and foot', etc.). 

2. The independent words are extremely analyzable 

compared to the English equivalents. 

3. There is marked morphosememic parallelism in the 

treatment of the parts of the hands and feet, of the 

knu.ckles, ankles and wrists, of the elbow and shin, of 

the hair (other than on top of the head), and of the 

genitals. Thus in both hands and feet: the fingers and 

toes 'widen' the limb, the thumb and big toe are the 

'stout member' or 'stout part' of the limb, the palm and 

the sole are the 'face' of the limb, the hollow of the 

. hand and arch of the foot are 'goinp: downriver on the face' 

of the limb, and the nails of both hands and feet have the 

same root~ q,w"!"w61_. The knuckles" B.nkles and wrists are 

'lumps' and the ,ioints of the ankle and wrist can both 



be named by a root that ~lso means they are sprained. 

The elbow and shin are both called the 'bone' of their 

limbs (arm and leg), while the penis, head of ,the penis, 

and vagina/vUlva all begin with the same root, x!',and 

prefix s-. The hair other than on the top of the head 

is differentiated by the somatic suffixes and pluralized 

by reduplication. 

4-. All th~ independent body nart words can be fit 

within ten derivational types: 8. unanalyzable at pres

ent (no suffixes detectable, about ?? cases), b. root 

meaning unknown (suffixes segmentable, A.bout ~2 cases), 

c. root -semanticall y emnty ( with somatic suffixes \oThose 

locative meaning is cancelled out; eXP,mples include the 

nose, mouth, tooth, tongue, back of he~d and neck~ chest, 

b'elly, rib, rump, and possibly heart and he~l--with roots 
w m-, 9-, Y-, t-, t-, ?-, k' -, 1-, 3:=-., and possibly 9'-

and 9'-, respectively), d. verb roots describing an 

action or function of the body nart (about 21 examples 

includingt 'chop, mark, braid, come out (of hair), bite 

on, talk, greedy/eat too much, carryon shoulders, club, 

widen (2 cases), point/aim, marry, suckle, come out above 

(~ cases), go into quieter backwater, wedged in, fly 

strength, have an erection, and cover over), e. adject

ival verb roots of descriptive nature (about 15 examples 

including including: 'soft, red, tangled, black, blue 

(2 cases), spotted, wet, stout (3 cases), wide (3 cases), 



good, full), f. adverbial verb roots (nine examples: 

'above (2 examples), below, right, left, middle. down

river (2 cases), across'), g. body part roots (16 exam

ples including only multiple examples of 'bone~,'ha:i:.r', 

'flesh', arid 'fAce'), h. descriptive noun roots (about 

nine examples including five of 'lump', and one each of 

'hole', 'half', 'stone' and 'fat'), i. noun kinterm root 

(one or two examples include 'youngest child' in 'little 

finger' and 'child' in 'womb'; if s-m~l€ is 'have a child' 

then this latter example ('womb') belongs in group d.), 

and j. noun root to describe function (one example 

'bladder' < 'urine container' < 'urine' r00t). 

5. The suffixes used in the independent body part words 

are mostly somatic; the few that· are not include: -a-Is 

'round thing; f~lit', -~l€ N -€-l€ 'container', -€-lc' 

'twisting around', -tel 'device, thi.ng to' or 'recipro

cal', -~6l 'part, member', -owe~ N -Ewe~ 'canoe', -€-mec' 

'standing upright', -€m 'strength', possibly -Set 'itself'. 

In section 4 we examined the p6sqWtel, the anatomi

cal insult, and discovered 50 examples. These consist of 

an adjectival ve~b, a verb of another type or a noun, 

followed by a somatic suffix, with three exceptions (wbig 

nose' and 'big belly' have prefixes on the independent 

body part word instead, and 'ugly' uses the suffix -a-mexY' 
'-looking, in looks, in appearance' which is not somatic 

but is close). The verb and noun roots have a morpho-



sememic pattern: they describe size and shape (32 exam

ples including: 'big, sloppy, pointed, high, flat, long, 

hooking, round, scrawny, crooked, boney, wide, and short'), 

looks (nine examples including 'bad', 'cross' « 'bad'), 

'ugly' « 'disappointed and angry looking'), 'dirty', 

and 'black'), anatomy (two examples, 'h.!::liry' and 'snotty'); 

four examples use analogies (stur~eon eyes, marble eyes, 

climbing rump, Rnd tai1 (> 'rump')), end three examples 

describe miscel1aneou~ actions (fest mouth, spray or 

moisture in thp mouth (> ,toothles~: teeth missing'), 

and somethin~ sp:tt out of the nose). The largest number 

of examples founn ~ri.t.h one root have th0 bound -root S:!· 

'hip;', modified in several ways ~ 9" geh 'big' sometimes 

appears (redu~ed ablaut grades l , sometimes prefixed with 

xW_ 'pertaining to the head or -part of the head', some

time~ redllplicated for 'plural', elee .. e!eeh. e!- only 

apnears once (in 'loud voi~e') and is prefixed by xW_ 

'pertaining to the head or part of the head' and then by 

s- 'nominRli?:er'. Still another ~Tariant exists for 'bi~' 

within the p6sqWtel , shifting the meaning of s- nominal

izer to 'big' and prefixing it tf' two independent body 

part words (m6qsel and k,w6l·g)~ this could be like call

ing someone 'The Nose' or 'The Belly' with the implica

tion of huge dimensions. A final variant uses the normal 

word for 'big' ~ h{kw, and applies it in a sentence to 

someone's uvula, the implicati0r1 is that the person's 
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mouth is open S('l much that his uvula appears huge;i 

Section 5 listed terms of non-human anatomy, along 

with some words that apply to human as well as non-human. 

For the fish there are 21 terms that apply only to fish 

plus 17 which can also refer to other living creatures~ 

The 17 words have already been analyzed under human ana

tomy; the 21 words of exclusively fish anatomy contain 

two parallels: s-~~p-eqW 'soft gristle and insides of 

fish head' and s-l~p-X'"Yel 'fish tail (including soft 

gristle)' both have the root s-~~p- which apparently 

means 'soft edible gristle of fish', q'~tmel 'fin, neck 

fin, possibly back fin' and 9'~tmel 'belly fin' both have 

a rare lexical suffix which may mean 'fin'. The other 

thing to note about the set of 38 words is that they in

clude the following somatic SUffixes, all semantically 

extended to apply to the fishs _eqw 'of the top of the 

head', -'.yQel 'of the jaw or li.p', -xYel 'of the foot 

or leg', and p6ssibly -es 'of the face' (in 'head'). 
I 

Of animal body terms 32 apply to humans as well, while 

only eight or so do not: 'tuft of hair on horse's leg', 

'fur, animal hair', 'horn, antler', 'animal tripe', 'tail', 

'paw', 'hind leg', 'foreleg'. The total 40 words include 

the followin~ somatic suffixes, -xYel 'of the foot or 

leg', -ces 'of the hand or fingers', -{weI 'of the insides', 

-elec 'of the rump', -e,..,.:(o 'of the back', -aJyQel 'of the 

jaw or lip', -~l·~s 'of the tooth or teeth', -~xwee~ 'of 



the tongue', -±a± 'of the front of the neck', and -6wa~ 

'of the ribs'--all extended semantically to apply to 

animals. 

There are about 24 words found so far for bird anatomy, 

eight of which do not also apply to human anatomy: 'egg', 

'down, real fine feathers', 'small feather', 'long fea

ther (of win~ or tail)', 'wing', 'tail', and two words 

for 'beak, bill'. The sizing of feathers is a morpho

sememic feature of interest, as is the analysis of 'egg' 

as 'children' + 'young'. The somatic suffixes used in 

the set of 24 words are: -alac' of the rump', -!wel·· 

'of the insides', -~psem 'of the back of head and neck', 

-{·las 'of the chest', and possibly -Elqel which could 

mean 'of the wing' or just 'feather'_ 

Terms for reptiles found so far include 12 terms also 

applicable to humans and just one that is not, s~'ap'~lac 

'tail' (applicable to humans howe1.rer aE a slang term). 

Somatic suffixes used are: -alac 'of the rump', -a-yeal 

'of the jaw', _~xwQe± 'of the tongue', and -{wel 'of the 

insides'. Confirmed parts of insects incJ.ude only three 

wOt'ds, of which only s~'aq'f·l 'wing' cannot also apply 

to humans. Neither the reptile nor the insect sets show 

anything systematic in semantic design. 

In non-human anatomy there are a few interesting 

omissionsl no word for brain of fish (just sl~paqW 

'gristle and insides of head' is used), no word for rump 
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of an animal (just the word for 'hind leg' is used), and 

there is probably no word for chest of an animal (just 

the word for 'ribs' is used)~ 

Section 6 covers functions and dysfunctions of the 

body. Most of these words are verbs; the main exceptions 

are body products, some illnesses and some medicines-

these and a few other body dysfunctions are nominals. 

Body products include those resulting from both functions 

and dysfunctions.. Body dysfunctions include the follow

in~ subdivisions: living or healthy/dead or sick, 

symptom/state/illness/disability, accident/injury, and 

medicine/curing. One interesting semantic featl1re of 

these subdivisions is that words relating to livinp: and 

healthy are semantically linked (?€.yelexW 'alive, in 

good health', m8 ?{..yelexW 'p;et better, g~t well, come 

alive, come back to life'), as are words relating to 

dying and sick (q'6q'ey 'dying, sick', sq'BQ'ey 'sickness; 

dead for awhi.le'). Another interesting feature is that 

what non-Indian doctors might regard as symptoms, dys

functiona.l body states and even psychological stA-tes 

are usually regarded ~s illnesses by the Upper Stalo 

and are treated by Indian doctors I'md by Indian medicines. 

Some of the psy~hological sbJtes are also treated by 

i.nitiation into spirit dancing. The subdivisions of 

accident/injury and medicine/curing have been only sket

ched in outline here by very incomplete liRts of words. 



With the extensive use of somatic suffixes elsewhere 

one would expect much heavier use of them in the body 

function words than one finds. It seems there are a 

goodly. number of body function roots which do not need 

(and do not allow) somatic suffixation. Those body func

tion words which do use somatic suffixes show a clear 

morphosememic shift in the meanings of the somatic suf

fixes. The suffixes lose their locative meaning and 

become very nearly subjects of the verb root (for example, 

c'€lecem 'sit down, take a seat' < c'€- 'be on'.top"+ 

-l~c 'rump' + -em 'middle-passive'). In:soDie'cases it~· 

i's difficult to tell whether"the somatic suf'fix has :a 

subject or an object function (for example, m~kwee"'~iss'" 

--is"it <' I:the'mouth gets thick' or 'get the mouth thick' 1). 

With body dysfunctions this same shifting occurs except 

when the somatic suffixes are attached to roots that can 

also be used without. somatic suffixes; this latter set 

needs the locativeness to specify the lOCation of the 

dysfunction (for ex., qtaqteyxYel 'sick in the foot', 

qtaqtey 'sick', lekw~psem 'break one's neck'. s-l!kw 

'broken (of a bone)'). Somatic suffixes are used with 

almost all the accident/injury words and are there dis

tinctly loc~tive. 

Morphosememic analysis of analyzable body function. 

words shows several types of morphosememic derivationl 

1. imitative, as in 'hiccough', 'sneeze', 'snore' and 



possibly in 'blow', 'call s-o', 'cry, weep', 'defecate' ," 

'growl, (of stomach)', 'spit', 'whisper' and 'yawn'. 

2. descriptive of appearance, as in 'stand up' < 'legs 

upright', 'walk' < 'step upright', 'yawn' < 'widen or 

spread face', 'kiss' < 'fn6uththickens' or 'thicken the 

mouth', 'shake hands' < 'hold a hand (in one's hand)', 

'smile' < 'laugh on face', 'stick out, protrude' < 'like 

a nose', 'make breathy noise' < 'talk in breath or throat', 

'finished eating' < 'finish in lips or jaws', 'get up 

with quick motion' < 'suddenly go or come upright', and 

'blushing' < 'getting red in face'. 

3. description of function, 8S in 'swallow' < 'fill it 

with food', 'run' < 'feet hurry' or 'hurry the feet', 

'thinking or pondering s-th' < 'go learning it on purpose' , 

'understand' < 'learn (by) oneself', 'realize it' < 'hap

pen to learn it', 'know it' < 'happen or manage to believe 

it', 'sit down, take 8 seat' < '(put) rump on top, rump 

is on top', 'masturbate' < 'bring oneself to a summit', 

'guess' < 'similar i.n the mind', 'one's voice is changing' 

< -the throat is tamed' or 'tame the throat'. 

4. diminutive, as in 'swimming' < 'little bathing', 'sob' 

< 'little cry(ing) or weep(ing)'. 

5. pluralizing, as in 'expect' < 'look a number of times'. 

Body products are mostly body function words nomin

alized with s- (at least eight and possibly 14 of the 19 

words fit this description)l The rest are mostly descrip-



tive of the product's function: 'thoughts, feelings' < 

'talk.in the mind' ,(incidentally a nice confirmation of 

the Whorf hypothesis), 'footprint' < 'thing that marks', 

'milk., breast' < 'suckled thing'; three are descriptive: 

'tear' < 'water of the eye', 'bile; gall-bladder' < 'full' 

(+ unknown affix)', 'shadow' < 'black (+ unknown affix)'.· 

In the a~ea of body dysfunctions, little other th~ 

anecdotal can be said a.bout words relating to life/ death/ 

sickness/health: 'corose, ghost' < 'clothing of (the 

soul~)', 'almost died' < 'almost' (verbal taboo~),·'drop 

. dead' < '( fall 1) on one's nose'. 

Words rela.tin~ to symptom/ state/ illness/ disability, 

however, do contain some systematic mor'Phosememic organi

zationl 

1. Fifteen of these words are formed wi.th -tam 'state of 

(verb)', which derives morphosememically from the-t 

'third person object. on purpose' + -am 'middle-passive 

voice'; all are descriptive of physical appearance or 

feeling and can be inflected for first or second person 

subject by changin~ the passive ending (1 sg. -9~1~m, 

2 sg. -9a·m, 1 pl. -t~lxw~s? 2 pl. -tal~m, 3 -tam). 

Thus ;~t~em is '(third person) is/are trembling or shiv

ering' and !~ttsF.l~m is 'I'm shivering 01.' trembling'. 

2e. Related to this is the l.arr.e number of words ending in 

-em 'midd1e-'P8ssi.ve' without the -t; there are 14 or 15 

of these words (which seem to be conjugated with active 



subjects)'. 

3. Words descriptive of feelings: 'weak' < 'bad strength' , 

'rheumatism' < 'aching', 'di~zy, drunk' < 'face spins 

around', 'dumbfounded, speechless' < 'rump or i.nsides 

flying up', 'tired' < 'hurt strength' and also < 'dead 

in the body', 'nauseated' < 'vomiting in the mind', 

'blind' < 'black in the face', 'headache' < 'hurt in the 

head', 'stomach ache' < 'hurt in the stomach', 'to cramp' 

< either 'tanp;1.ed on its own accord' or 'shrunk', 'con

stipated' (three words) < 'wedged or tight in the anu,?', 

< 'dry in the anus' and < 'mired :ion the anus', 'heartburn' 

< 'burn (of afire) -in the chest', 'trenchmouth' < 'cooked 

in the throat', 'faint' < 'the body is forgotten', 'passed 

. out drunk; forgetful' < 'always forgetful in the mind', 

'pass out, faint (probably due to lack of air)' < 'break 

or split rope in throat', 'run out of breath' < 'break or 

split rope of breath', and 'simultaneously out of breath, 

overtired and overhungry' < 'split (in) the chest' (as 

to split apple by hand). The last five show two subsys

tems at work: 'faint' and 'pass out (if drunk)' are 

derived from the root 'to forget', and three 'out of 

breath' words are derived from 'break or split rope' or 

.' split (by hand)' • 

4. Words descriptive of appearance: 'black eye' < 

'bruised on eye', 'tuberculosis' < 'coughing face', 

'jaundice' < 'bile' < 'gall-bladder' < 'full', 'lame' 
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< 'climbing rump', 'hunchback' < 'lump on the back', 

'hemmorhoids' < 'open sores in rump', 'strawberry birth

mark on arm' < 'strawberry on arm', 'wart' < 'dirty (+ 

unknown affix)', 'diarrhea' < 'ripped up', 'have a crooked 

jaw' < 'jaw twisted or turned wrong way', 'smallpox' < 

'gills on the body'. 

5. Words descriptive of actions: 'grinding one's teeth' 

< 'twisting or turning the teeth the wrong way', 'throw 

a tantrum' < 'club oneself', 'scar' < 'something healed', 

'toothless, teeth missing' < 'moisture or spray in throat' 

(referring to the sound of spittle during talking), and 

'runny nose' < 'to spit from nose'. 

6. Words descriptive of functionss 'paralyzed' < 'dead t , 

'stroke' < 'half of body dead or paralyzed', 'cripple, 

to limp' < 'broken rump or hip' • 

7. Plural-continuative derivations 'shiver' < 'trembling' 

because a shiver is multiple trembles, 'steady toothache' 

< 'have a plural or continous tooth', and • stutter' has 

'plural' redunlication because a stutter is a repetition. 

8. Words requiring: the word 'sickness': 'menstruation' < 

'moon sickn~ss', 'a cold' < 'chill sickness', and 'spirit 

sickness' < 'spirit power or possession sickness'. 

9. Words requiring 'cFl-n't, imnossible to': 'mute' < 

'can't talk' and 'i.nsomn:i.q' < 'can't sleep'. 

Words relRtin~ to accident/in~u~y show no morpho

sememic system~ ~xcept that th~ ~o0tS qre nearly all 



verbs which can each be inflected with most of the soma

tic suffixes (the latter retaining their locative mean

ing as a set). A few anecdotal things are a]l that can 

be noted otherwise: 'choke on food' < 'mired in the 

chest' and 'hi.t ("lith arrow, bullet, etc.) ~ wounded' < 

'poked' .'- - .-

Words relating to medicine/curing show several ways 

of expressi.ng the semema 'medicine': st'~lmexw, -"~·lte1, 

and -tel; the first is used "Ti th somatic suffixes to spe

cify where the medicine is to work, the second is used 

with roots for body paJ"ts or roots showing functl.ons of 

the medicine, the third is only attested with a root 

showing the medicine's function ('vomit medicine'). An

other way of specifying medicines is by naming a plant 

for the disease it cures: 'swamp gooseberry' < 'hemmo

rhoid plant', 'trillium' < 'cataracts (?)' < 'swimming 

like a fish in the eyes'.. The wo'rd for curing is also 

interesting Aince it refers only to an Indian doctor's 

curing and is related to or derived from the word 'chase 

something away'. I have not yet had access to much of 

the vocabulary of Indian doctoring, but another inter

esting word from that aJ"ea is k,wek ,w{yeget 'training 

oneself to be an Indian doctor or spirit dancer' < 

'climbing oneself'. The training involves fasting, 

purification, and long hikes into the wilderness and so 

involves both physical and spirit11s1 climbing of oneself. 



.. 

Finally there is the area of non-human body functions 

and dysfunctions. This area shows ~ number of words spe

cialized and generalized in different ways than in English. 

Greater specialization: three stages of spawnin~ have 

distinct terms; 'swim (of a fish)' is a·different word 

from 'swim (of a human)'; -61eo with animals and birds 

means 'droppings' as distinct from human feces, s?a·?, 

and from the human suffix -alec., -(a)19c 'on the rump'; 

an animal 'growls' with a different word than a human 

(though the roots appear related). Greater generaliza

tion: animals and birds can qW~·l:C'talk') like humans; 

the word t'!·19m 'sing' can be used of birds and insects 

as well as of people and with insects refers to buzzing; 

an insect uses the same word 'to sting' as a person uses 

'to shoot (an arrow, ~ln, etc.)'; the vocabulary of bird 

eggs ('eggs', 'nest', 'sit on eg~s') treats all three 

words by referring to the eggs as 'young children'. ~he 

corpus of words referring to non-human body functions and 

dysfunctions still is ra"ther incomplete, but it shows 

some generalization of terms in the direction of consid

erin~ fauna to have more human attributes than we do in 

English. This anthropomorphic trend. is born out in leg

ends, stories, and folk beliefs as well (for example in 

the legend of the Wealick brothers, the elder of whom 

became a bear ~ ~nd i.n the refll sRI of some Stalo people 

to k1.1l bears because ~hey believe them to be people who 



can take off their coats and become human, and in stor

ies of. wolves understanding and responding to human lan

guage). 
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