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P.rono~inal paradigrr$ in Sli~~~on 

John H. Davis 

This paper contains a presentation of the paru'iiu,:s 

and pho~101ogy of the pronor;inal l'1arl:ers in Slia!:rr.on. 

!To atternpt is ma,ie to descri be their usa.ge full.~,,", s:Lnce 

an aCCOtUlt of the syntax of t~e le_~gu~ge is beyond the 

scope of this paper. 

I ,lish to thank 11. Dale Kinxad'3 and Y. ~. H6ocyt­

I Stenger for reading an earlier and sherter version of 

this paper a..'1d offering their corr.r:ents. 'Jithout then, 

tids paper l-Jould be even more incornpyehen3i ble than it 

probably is. 
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The purpose of this paper is to present the object, 
subject, and possessive pronominal markers that occur in 
Sliammon. Because objeot pronominal suffixes oocur only 
with transitive predicates and not with intransitive ones, 

a uiscussion of the tbree most commonly occurri.r..g tra...'1si­
tivising sui'fixes is included. In addition, beoause there 
are no third person independent prono~'1s, mention is made 
ef the deictics that oceur in Sliammon. 

The tTanseription of words herein assumes two levels: 
the morphophonemic and the phonernic. The capital letters 
I lsi I, I I,-il I, I Iyl I, and I ILl I represent morphophonf3tH'ls. 
The morphophoneme Ilsll combines 10Iith a preceding II-til 
a...'1d the two together are pronounced as lei. The other -
three capital letters are cover symbols for alternatior~. 
The symbcl I /:rl I stands for the al ternati on lui ~ Ixw I _ 
Igl in transitiv:i.sing sui'fixes and /.11/ _ Igl else.:here. 
The symbol IILII represents the alternations III _ fy/, 
/3=1 - Iii, and Ixl _ IVTI. Most segr;ents of a I'lOrphe!ll9 are 
not written with capital letters at the morphophonemic level 
because they are not assimilated nor do they alternate. 

There are four vOHel phonemes: Ii u a a/. 7Lese 
are tho symbols that a=e used for cognate vOli'ols in other 
Salish languages, The reader is caution8d that Iii and 
lui are underlying mid vOHols that are raised to [i J a..'1d 
[u] only next to a nonglot~alised high (palatal or velar) 
consonant in the same syllable. The sequences layl a.~d 
la1oI1 are pronounced [iJ and [uJ except when lowered to 
(e] and [0] next to a low (postvelar) consonant in the 
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82:", syllc.c13. ::16 sYr.l':Jol 191 represents a glcttaliseo. 

interdental affricate. 

~ Y.ccdica-tes in Slia=on are intransi'l;ive unless they 

~:.._~::~~~~~!~~_::~~_e~.,=_!:.=~~L~~::.ns~_ti vis.fng 
s~;i'::ix. Such a suffix is present only if the sentence 

descri bes a situation in 1Ihich an agent acts upon ~'1other 

«bent (causati vo) or upon a patient (noncausati ve ) • If 

t:-,8 sji;uc:::;ion described involves only a patient and an 

inst:c'urr.:mt, theYl the predicate is intr~'1Sitive. In the 

follcHi.:!b pnirs of sentences, the first r::enbcr is intran­
sit"ive o.nd the seco21d is tr2Jlsitiv8, involving an agent$ 

10.) 
, 

CJ'S 

die 

25.) 
, 

So;:: 

club 

2b) 
, 

sap 

k1.J e Jruries ?a ta 5am~am 

repor- prep. art. cold 
"tedly 

'James died from the cold.' 

"!.."Tfl..'1.- he 
si ti vc 

SarllUel James ?a t" xapay 

club 

';'2.l'",uel kill"lQ James .,ith the club.' 

rt{ 
1: 0 James ?" to yaf1aJa~a 

br~'1ch 

tT~:e branch hit James. ' 

~ k ... ·Ta Samuel Ja:mes ?" t" ;'(apay - " - as 

'Sam.uel hit James with the club.' 
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Before presenting the object suffixes it is neces­

sary to discuss the allomorphs of the transitivisi~ 

suffixes. 

The three most COIn.'1lonly occurring transi ti vising 

suffixcs are II-til. II-nil/I, and II-st:[II. These c~'1 
be glossed as "control or intent". "res1:Jonsibili ty or 

success", and "causative". For a note on one of the 

many parameters coni;rasting II-til and II-n"lll see the 

appendix to this paper. A good discussion of all 

three suffixes is contained in 3ea~'1lont 1977. 

Tj:o Gui'tix II-til combines ,lith a follo,ling II -sll 
to form lei; for an explanation of the sound change 

that has produced this see section ~ below. Some roots 

have a second vowel before II-til that they do not have 
elsewhere. Examples of these are: 

30.) p6q"Ts 'to fall into the water' 

3b) peqWsa - t 'to push someone into the water' 

4a) itt'; _ axw 'to (successfully) shoot (something) , 

4b) iu';u - t 'to (intend to) shoot (scllIeth1ng) I 

5a) t~y _ ax,r 'to hear' 

5b) ~!jya - t 'to listen (to) t 

The suffix II-nill/ bas six allomorphs. It is 
l_anxw_I before the reciprocal suffix ligas/: 

6) 'to shoot each other' 

5 



Iv is /-n-/ before /-anapi/ 'you(pl.)': 

7) ';U9 - n - anapi 'to shoot you (pI. ) , 

It is /-nu-/ before /-ms/ 'nle',/-rrJ./ 'you(sg.)', 

/-rr.ul/ 'us', and /-mut/ reflexive: 

8) tu9 - nu - rna 'to shoot me' 

q\ 
~ } -t119 - nu - mi 'to shoot you (sg. ), 

10) -hl 9 - nu - mul 'to shoot us' 

ll} -b~l9 - nu - mut 'to sheot oneself" 

Fhsn -c:::; GOj0ct suffix is zero, //-n1:// is realised as 

/-nay?'/ ai1;er a vowel and as /-ax"/ after a consonant 
i.!!' the ac"i;i ve par[-'..digm: 

12) 

13 ) 

'to see him/her/it/them' 

'to shoot him/hcr/it/them' 

~';}"!en t~f'lC o"oj eat sl..l.fj:'ix is zero, //-n\-r/ / is roalised as 

/-~~u-/ on a. passive predicate in a l~lain clause and as 
/ -neg-/ O!l a passive ~;Jr8dicate in a s:.ibordinate clause: 

1 fl. ) "j'!r.1i6 - m:. - m 'someone secs him/her/it/them' 

2.5 ) 
I , 
tU9 - llU - m , someone shoots 

him/hcr/1t/them' 

16) 
,. .. .,. 
k"~ - neg - it ' (tnat) someone sees 

him/her/it/them' 

17) 1, ' it '(that) shoots 1;119 - neg - SOJ:leone 
hirr./her/it/them' 
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The suffix //-stH// has five allolTlorphs. It is 

/-3t-/ before /-a'Il/ reciprocal and /_anapi/'you(pI.)I: 

18} l~x - st - awl 'they dislike each other' 

19) lax - st - anapi 'to dislike you(pl.}' 

It is /-stu-/ beIore /-res/ 'me', /-~J./ 'you(sg.)', ~~d 

/-mrtt/ 'us': 

20) 

21) 

22) 

lex - stu - rr.s 

Hx - stu - mi 

lox - stu - ;mB: 

I to dislike me 1 

'to dinllke you(sg.)' 

'to cJ.isli}·:e us' 

lilien the object suffi:;.: is zero, //-;:,t\·;// is realised as 

/-stox"/ after a vo,Tel and as /_SX,T/ after a consona.'1t 

in the active parac.igm: 

23) 'to think him/her/it/t:ler'! 
strange.' 

'to feed him/her/i t/the:l' 

I,'hen the object su:ffix is zero, //-st':l/ / is realised as 
/-stu-/ on a passive predioate in a main clause and as 

/-stag-/ on a passive predicate i!'l a subor::'inate olause: 

25 ) ?i~t3n - stu - m 

26) ?ixten - stag - it 

7 

'someone feeds him/nsr/it/ther'!' 

'(if) someone feeds 
him/her/it/them' 



h :;:he object su:ffixos that occur in Sliaru.oil aro: 

r­
( 

-5 

r act~:e passive 

1-;, :O:J:;=':'~=1' -- para~gm 
-t i -n:'; -stll -t I -nW 

I - I - I -st~·C I 
I !' II l 
I I 

-:al i -3 ! -1".5 -Say-,' -r.lay- I 
,'" ii, 

r--~--·i~-----;--------- -1--_. 
! ~\1.'".ul 1 -tu.lu3:: I -.nul . -m;- I -mtL'l-l-
! I, I 1----.-;--.. --:-t--·---- --+-. ----I 
1 -~a=-:L. -,9,.:_S.;::',1 -ana.~i -al1.api- I -a.."'1api-
I : 

r-=~_~'~r~=~ .~-L --,-,-~,--,,-,- ._~~:_ .. _L_~~~ __ .J 
I -':ut 1 -Sut i -~ut " -- I 

1. i I 
I --"1----+ i ~ 
: -",',:::.: I I' ! 
i ".... ! -aii?': . -i.gas -al-11 i 
L--=-':::::~_.j ... _____ I j 

Zl7 

1s. 

2s. 

lp. 

210. 

3. 

ref'. 

reo. 

!n tlns chaxt of 0 bj ect suffixes, the first column 
su.."",Jn<.'.rises the features that are ccm:llon across each row. 
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Thore are thxe~ sou.'1d cha:.'l.ges that have occta-red 

in the history of the Sliarnr10n language which are rele­

vant to the analysis of Slial'Umon suffixation. 

In one sound change, the affricate Ic/ has 'oecome 

the fricative lei and the affricate I~/ has becorlc the 

interdental affricate 19/. Compare the following 

Sechel t (from Beaur.lon-I; 1977) a..'ld Sliarr.rnon forr..s; 

Secholt Sliarullon 

27) cu eu 'to go' 

28) ?imac ' ?imae 'grandchild' 

29) tu~ut tU9ut 'to shoot' 

This change has resulted in the I/sil of the suffixes 

II-sil 'me', II-Sill 'you(sg.)', and II-Sutll cOr.lJinin; 
with the preceding II-til to form lei. However, I/-sll 
'his/her/its/their' does not do this. 

30) II'f..ana-t-S/I If.fmasl 'to give to ne' 

31) lis 'f..ana-t-S-sll Is xfmaesl 'that he gives it to 

32) lis xana-t-sll Is xfmatsl 'that he gives it to 

In a S000nd sound change, the sonorants Iwl and Iyl 
have become the voiced stops Igl and I~I before a vowel. 

Compare the following ~entlatch (fro~Boas InS.} and 

Sliarnmon forms: 

9' 

," 

ne' 

l:im. • 

, 



pr;l1tl£.!~tch Sli!:lr.l:"!on 

33) ,Ii ?il{S gi ?iws 'body' 

34) rQv;us higus 'chief' 

35) n:n·]i n~gi 'you(sg.}' 

36) .laqa9 gaqa9 'husband' 

37) yu? ju? 'home (waxd) , 

38) -uya -u;ja 'hand' 

35) fi~:raqviu:P 8GJuqWup 'hat t 

40) yfll:83 Janas 'toot11, 

41) jrux"] at ~ux"at 'to voxr.i t' 

.12) yu8ut Jt1eut 'to push' 

:his SOilllC. change has resulted in the alternations 

/.:/ _ /g/ a.!lU /y/ _ /J/. Examplas are: 

43a) te\~ 'ice/to freeze' 

430 ) ta ?git 'frozen' 

4~a) hl1~{ tto end' 

.{40 ) r..u:Jit 'ready' 

~·~~C t:lird SOll...'1cl change ca:r~e after an earlier cha...~ge 

oI' t!-.G vcicc:d so~~orant /1/ to th3 voicelsss fricative /3:/ 
i,_ ;-:02"6. :':'.:nl position. In this third sOlmd Chal'lge, /1/ 

bcc2.1':e /l:r/ 1.)C~o:rG clr C).Iter lui and beca.:te /y/ elsewh8To. 

C'O:".j&.r8 ·::;1 ..... 0 :ollOl ... -i:''1g relltlatch (:from. Boas IllS.) and 

Slia.."':.::on i'onliS: 

10 
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Pentlatch Sliallllwn 

45 ) ?ula~ ?tn'Ta3: 'to get aboard' 

46 } qalu:."l qa1ilUm 'eye' 

47} s~"Ulaxw k""ul.ax" , dried salmon' 

48} yUlaJcw JUl-Takw ' •• ave' 

49) -ul:nix" _Ul,mixW 'land/ground' 

50) nulap nUHap 'you(pl.)' 

51) stfllrniXw tGyrnixW 'l'ledicine' 

52} H~ . YG~ 'full' 

53 } -als -ays 'stone' 

54) sqil.lmix~" q a;y'1llix" 'parson' 

This third sound change has resulted in the al.ter­
nations /3:/ _ /w/.and /3:/ _ /y/. One eXaffiple of this 

result is the first person plural object suffix; other 
examples are: 

55a) ma9u3: 'pus' 

55b} ma9uwl):n 'pus forming' 

56a) l"Q ?ul 'he (etc.) was there' 

56b) s ni ?mls 'that he(etc.) was there' 

57a) tixweaf 'tor:gue' 

57b) tix·Teays 'his (etc. ) tong1.:..e' 

58a) itGm3:a'l: 'wet throat' 

58b) Mm3:ayam 'to wet one's tr,roat! 

59a) xaxga3: 'shaman' 

59b) xaXgaya:"l.an 'poVler of a SrJ2.111an' 

11 



1.1. Object scL~fixcs in active paradigms. 

"~-pr the 1;:t'2.l1sith-e suffix II-til the object Guffixcs are; 

-3 -ur.m3: 

-Si -anapi 

-Ii 
-Sut 

-aw3: 

6J) I/::wa-t-Sll li,1{{;el 

61) l/tueu-t-3ill Itugu9il 

62) I lit<lS-i;-U:1ull/ lit3StUo"Uut/ 

(3) I I~t,eu-t-=G.pil I IJuGutanapil 

61) 119asa-t-IY/ Iqasatl 

65) I Ih1i-t-S"tl I /X{~But/ 

6':0) / /b9u-t-$:.;:±:1 / l-tu;utm(l:1 

12 

lto look at r.:e' 

'to knew/recognize you' 

'to p'tlnch us' 

'to pusrl you (pl. ) r 

'to ta1ce hirr. (etc. ) 
out of' the vIator' 

'to scratch onGs0lf' 

'to shoot (at) 
each other' 

After the transitive suffix II-nll/I the object suffixes 

are: 
-ms -nul 

-roi -anapi 

-mut 

-igas 

3xamples of these are: 

67 ) I /i~1-1 G-n~i-msl I Ik-"I~numSl 'to see me' 

68) 11~<ly-n1:1-roill A~y.numil 'to hear you{sg.)' 

69) I lir]' a-n~{-nlU3:1 I If': ~nurr.u3:1 'to see us' 

70) 11~<ly-nvJ-anapill Aaynallapil 'to hear you(pl. ) I 

71) I ltu9-nvr-J61 I Itu9GXv11 'to shoot (at) hi1l1(etc.)' 

72) I ;fe" g-nlf-fmtl I Ikl'lgnu.\'Tlutl 'to see oneself' 

73 ) lliu9-nW-igasll ItuggnxHigasl 'to shoot (at) 
each othGr' 

The reCiprocal looks as though it could be cerived from 

a combination of the explicitly collective plural suffix 

II-iWII and Ilasll third person subject of a transitive 

predicate. Compare: 

73) I It ug-nl-J-igasl I 1-h19<Jl'Lxv1igasl 'to shoot (at) each 
othar' 

74a) l;tu9-nVl-.0-1W-asll ;tu99xW1gasl 'they shoot (at) 

II' , 'I , 11 him (etc. ) I 

74b) i;uq-nW-¢-asl I /r;uqax' asl 'he (etc. ) 
shoots (at) him(etc.}' 

13 
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After the "traIlsitive su:ffix //-sti·J// the object suffixes 

arc: 
-ms -mu3: 

-mi -an.api 

:?:,x;J,r::p:"es cf ·t;l:ese are: 

75) //"i",tGll-stH-rr.s// /?iH0nstum~/ 

76) //q;?ay-st;'~-rni// /q1·'6.ystUl'U/ 

77) //q"Gi-st:';-rm1:// /qW~istumu1:/ 

78) / /Su-st:'J-anapj! / /el,stanapi/ 

79) //C81:::'rr'.-StH-;5// /C,B:9~SXW/ 

14 

'to feed me' 

'to talk to you' 

'to bring us' 

'to tal{e you' 

'to dance ,lith 
him/her/it/them' 

'to like each other' 

1.2. Object suffixes in passive paradigms. 

After the transitive suffix //-t// the object suffixes are: 

-Say- -U\oT-

-Si- -al1api-

-¢-

Examples of these in main clauses are: 

81) //xana-t-Say-am// /xfma9ayam/ 'someone gives it to roe' 

82) //kwa-t-Si-am// /kw{.6im/ 'someone sees you(sg.)' 

83 ) //tiXi-t-uw-am// /tiXi tuwalT'/ tsomeone wa..'"ll1s us' 

84) //yaia-t-a~api-am///y~atanapiF/'someone calls you(pl,)' 

85 ) //qall-t-¢-am// /qalltam/ 'someone lifts him (etc. ), 

Examples of these in subordinate clauses are: 

86) //icwa-t-SaY-it// /icwG6ayit/ ' (if) someone sees me' 

87 ) //xana-t-Si-it// /xa.na6it/ ' (if) someone gives 
it to you' 

88) //Ya1:a-t-~N-it// /ya1:atmli t/ ' (if) someone calls us' 

89) / /f'r a-t-anapi-i t/ / jkw atanapi t/ ' (if) someone sees you' 

90) / /qrffl-t-¢-i t/ / /qa.lJ.tit/ ' (if") someone lifts 
hir.:(etc.)' 

The suffix / / -am/ / occurs often in Slia!'h'1lon and in other 

Salish languages. It has been glos~ "mediopass~ though 

'it 4aS:=~.:t::.t~~:~E.:~g~ .. of meanings. The suHix l/-it/! seems 
to be the same as the stative suffix. Compare: 

91a} 

9lb} 

hUy 

hUJit 

15 

'to eome to an end' 

'ready' 



;,£7;61' the tra:lsitivG suHixos //-n'l// and //-st~I// the 
object suffixes are: 

-:nay- -mml-

-mi- -anapi-

-;6-

Exanples of these in main clauses are: 

32) //~8y-n·I'f-r:.ay-ar// /~ayY!umayam/ 

93) / /!<:lJ a-n',;-;-d.-am/ / /pi enUJ1lim/ 

911) / /58y-n:'i-nuw-a~j / /~GynlLlr.uwam/ 

S5) //l~1·:a-n':-a.Yjalli-Gm/ / t::''' linanapirrj 

/xaklLln/ 

'someone hears I~e' 

'someone sees you' 

'someone hears us' 

'someone sees you' 

'someone lO'Tes 
him/her/it/tnem l 

'someone talks to you' 

'someone takes us I 

lC<)} //xHa?-st;:<,:-ans.pi-ar/l/x1{a?sta.l'lspirrJ 'someone 
rejects you(pl.)' 

1:)2) / /t:~; 8-n',,'-r:.ay-i t/ / /2' ~n211ayi t/ 
Ie)) //~8y-r..'I;-r,i-it// . /~aynurait/ 

1:;';') //:'i:2J-':,:,;-:r .. ..l~J-i t/ / /xt.,;\nv-,nUl:i t/ 

lG5) / /h9-n';l-anapi-i t/ / /tu9nanapi t/ 

186) / /xait-nl-l-i t/ / /x{.!tnagit/ 

16 

'sor:.eonG likes 
him/her/it/them ' 

'(if) someone sees me' 

'(if) someone hears 
you(sg. ), 

t(if) someo:ie loves us' 

'(if) someone shoots 
you(pl.) , 

'(if) someone loves 
him/her/it/them' 

107) / /eu-stvi-may-i t/ / /efu3tumayi t/ 

108) //qVTay_stvi_mi_it// /qWayst>:!Y.it/ 

'(if) someone takes me' 

'(if) someone talks 
to you' 

109) / /ce3:am-st~l-muw-i t/ / /ce:i:emstumUlfi t/ 
'(if) someone dances with us' 

110) / /?ey-sW-anapi-i t/ / /?()ystar.api t/ 
'(if) someone likes you(pl.)' 

111) //hlif..:..sW-f6-it// /Uxst8git/ 

17 

'(if) someone dislikes 
hi~/her/it/them' 



~ Thtl other prO!1O:1inal f,lsxkers in Slimr.mon includ::J: 

I'----~;~ject - l ! 
L- f'----------- possessive I 
!de~endent independent I ;=--- I----;~~l '----T--~~~ I 
.. I I ! 

~~·----t·~~· ca~~ ___ ~_~ __ · __ ·_l_· -~---J 
: _a..,-w ! caxW.I exw ; e I 
~-: -'-'t'- ·--r-·"-:-t-·--·-·I--~t---·-t·? I 
f"--'::-~--'--+'''-' c~ __ .. __ + ____ ~_ .. ___ ._+ ___ .:~:._~ 
~"P_--~---'-~---c .. ---l-_ -a~ I 
L.....::!:S---____ L ... ___ .~!_::~ _______ L -£ 

~:-~(! :first :r::erscn s:i~cu.l8.1'" /91 'I, my' is tt.e oY'..ly instanci3 

of the plain ir.t·Jrde.!1tal affricate occurring in Sliar..rrlon. 
It; is ~:'l-vi;,2.l)la ti1at it CO::03 fro!'! an earlier 1'0/ plus lsi. 
In the j~nJ.eJ::.'end.ent sUbject series, the /s/ would come ~rom 
the enel! tic /sanl "future" (see below) an<l. in the posses­
si ye seri,,:; ti:0 Is/ ~·;ou~<l. b(l the pan-Salish "norr.i.!1aliser" 
\·:;:iC!l has DCI'm 103:- as a pra:fix in Slialm'!lon. If this is 
so, then the historical change c:mld be fOrl!:alised as . 
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2.1. Subject suffixes in dependent clauses. 

In dependent clauses there is no distinction 
made between the subject of a tr~~sitive predicate .and 
the subject of an intransitive predicate. 
The dependent subject suffixes are: 

-an -at 

_axw -ap 

-as 

Exarnplez of ""haoo subordinated by tho particle Iga/ 'ii": 
'if I come' 

113) //ga Il:wa-nW-mi-ani/ /ga kW~nUIllin/ 'if I see yeu' 

114) //ga q"'Tai_axw// /ga qWaiaxw/ 'if you come' 

115} / lea 'f..wa_nW_rns_axw // lea Il:w~nu.'lI§axw / 'if you see me' 

116) //ga qWai_at// /ga qvl~iat/ 'if we'come' 

117} //ga tu~u-t-¢-at// Iga tU9utati 

118} //ga qWai_apl/ /ga qW~iap/ 

1l9} //ga eu-stil-mS-ap// /ga eustumsap/ 

120} /Iga qWai_as// . /ga qWaias/ 

121} //ga b~u-t-s-as/I /ga tu9ueas/· 
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'if we shoot (at) 
h:i.m/her /i t/ti''!<,n' 

'1f you cOMe' 

'if you talee Il'.e' 

'if r.e/sha/it/ 
they cone (s)' 

'if he/she/it/ 
they shoct (at) 

mel 

, 



pr86,icn:~0. In the .first and second p.srson, they con.sist 

o:f tho e;,cli tic Ile-i/ (from Proto Salish -:<k) plus the 

depond:mt SL~b,i()ct sllii'ixes. In the third person tho 

1~.:?rLer is zero it' tl,,, :pre:licatcl is intrw,si tivo, 'out if 

t::.c r::..~e'::'i0:·ltG j.s t-ra!13i tive t: .. a sUJJect I::arker is the 

Gt:.i'':ix I-b.;:'/. It is only in ~he third, person that a dis­

';;inC!tior.. is ~"!ar3.3 OCt1;OC:tl tranSitive fu'1Q ir..t:t."(3 . .l1sitive prc-

,iic.:::.t.Js; :1C .::;ucL (lis'ci~ction is IT.:.acie in the ~first or 

seccn~l ye:rs0~3. 2:m'1~)er i~ not an obligator .. v category in 

~:ll~ fir~t 2~nd. second. person indDpendcnJe subject 

r-.~"~.Y:·:0.:Cs CC(;l.:.T j,':'J. ti-:o pho:::ologically con:ii tioncd :forr.:s: 

1':,.11 21.:1:! red,:ccQ. Tl'Cl reduccd forms occur ".-£'ter a yowel, 

ful2. fo:;::,,::'"~s c~o not G'~G;': ~o. Both IOl"r:;,S can occur ai'tar a 

cOl:sonant, but if t}}e predicate consists of r:lore than one 

:A.S2C.... I~: "[;1-:'3 i:·:_":;J!_'.~~ti \T(; 1 onlj' tne reduced fOl'r,~s have been 

T,,:.:! orde ~l. 'r;:,::; :'::;,~J. 7'or:"'~s 2.'Pp2aJ. ... to 1;8 used moye fr<3 quently 

t~~'<1 th~3 rs::uC8-:l O:!1es are for d8scrijing an action or state 

ci' a sO.Jcr::i I>~!\30!l, although th'.JYO is not a great deal of 

d.u~9. (;:;1. t~~i.s 18.st roi:l"!;o Ti;.Bse rules contraiict each 

other, UL .. t ttat 3'3C~:.:s to be t!-::.e Cl.ctuul si tuui:iion. ~'herc 

i.3 sera ~~"GJ:.~::..C:.tiOll ~.Y1 cl:oice of i't:ll B-Yld reducad for~ns for 

9. :1~~,r:je:;: of ~r~:::icat0s, both by the saJ"'.e spea.."'t.cer and 

tet-...'OS'l S?ocJ:urs, Hhich is further evidence tho.t conflicting 

T'J.len a::;tually do exist .. 
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1.30 

In the full forms, 'I' is usually ICdnl but occa­

sionally is lean/, whic~ is a case of free variation and 
is not conditioned. 

The :full forms are: 

cen [cIn], can [cenl 

cax'W [c€.x'W] 

cat [iSet] 

cap [l$ep] 

-1;, -as 

Examples of those are: 

122) I/maq is-ani/ 'I'm satiated' 

123) l/qaYam c-an sam// A~yam can sam/ 'I ,lill carr.p' 

124) Ilqwai c_ax'W saml/ Iqwai cax"r sGrr) 'you Hill corle' 

'you will put it 
oyer there' 

126) IlkWe-t-S c_axw samll Ifwae caxw saml 'you will 
see I'!8 I 

127) Ilqaymix" c-at// Iqa:ynix'd catl 

128) Ilg"ai c-ap semll Iq'Wai cap semi 
129) I/f,io_tc_ap sa't'///l~Wat cap sal'll 

130) I/kwe-t-S-asll 

'we are I~dians ' .. 

'you will C Olne ' 

'you Hill see 
him(her/it/them' 

'he/she/it/they 
look(s) at me' 

131) //tata:ml/ IUtaml 'l?hat is I.e/she/i tl 
they doing?' 
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The reduc03d forms of the independent subject 
markers arc given below. In the first person singular 
twoforF.s are given. The forM /9/ occurs with the future 
//sen//, the forn /e/ occurs in the noni'uture. After the 
reduced forr.1s of'!', 'we'; and 'you(sg.)', the future 
tenss enclitic //sam// is reduced to /-alli/. 
The reduced forms of the subject markers are: 

at 

cap [aIp] 

15, -as 

:2xa!'!ples of these are: 

132) /AdsOllll c-,jf/ 

133) I/~a=sam a-p SOl~j/ /~a~salll gem/ 

13.£ i /Il:'"a-n;:-r:-.i '0-)6// /kH an:.ut'.i 0/ 

1]6) //r:aq a e-x"// 

/k"T €Ie exw / 

/maq a cxw/ 

'I'm strong' 

'I will be strong' 

'I see you' 

'look at lUe!' 

'are you satiated?' 

2.37) 1/3:8.qa-t-S a a_x'! sGrrj / /3:aqa9 a cx·-lGrrj 'are you 
gcing to wait for ~e?t 

138) //hu c'-t// tflU 5t/ 'we are going' 

139) //b c-t sam// /nu stem! '\ve .lill go' 

14C) //~aqa-t-S a e-ep sam// /3:aqae a cap sarr! 'are you 
foing to wait for me?' 

142) //kw ca ¢// f:;.w cal 
(a.ri;icle - .There zero) 
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'he/sheli, t/they 
seers) you.' 

'where is/are 
he/she/it/they?' 

i 

~ The possessive markers are: 

9 '>ams 

e -ap' 

-s 

First person sjngular and plural and second person sin­
gular are proc.li tics. Second person plural and third 
person are suffixes. 

EXamples of these are: 

143) 

144) 

145) 

146) 

147) 

148) 

149) 

150) 

151) 

152) 

/9 naxwe?r./ 

/9 9aya/ . 

/e naxwe:l:/ 

/e 9aya/ 

/9ams nax,vai/ 

/9ams ?ayel 

/naxwaiap/ 

/9aya 9 ap/ 

/naxways/ 
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'my boat' 

"my house' 

'your boa.t' 

'your house' 

'our boat' 

'our house' 

.' your boat' 

'your house' 

'his/her/its/their 
boat' 

Ihis/her/its/their 
house' 



~ ?or tr.e first and second persons there is a set 
of indepenco!->.t prollClu ... "YlS. These arc: 

153 ) 

15+) 

155 ) 

156) 

/Mmi./ 
/nfJgi/ 

or /09n33:/ 

or /naGa3:/ 

/niulU3::/ 

/nu'-lap/ 

, r/me/Iny' 

'you/you/your (3g.)' 

'we/us/our' 

'you/you/your (pl.) I 

IE the firs""!; ar..d. second :person Singular there is an 
/-z./ "" li/ al t0l"nation. First persoil 3i~-:g).llar looks 
si;:ilar -;;0 tiD for:nthat ,~cwrnan (1977) gives :for Proto-
2a.l':.sL ~c~iir6. ,P-aYson, out it also resen(oles the first 

"p3rson singular /con/ independent subject marker. 

:rir.3"G .;;:;r.3o:l pLu'"l is the same· as 1111at Newman (1977). 
L~i\"DS Ioy Prc<;o ·c:..:;,l::'s~J... SGcond person singular and 

plLlX'~il s·);::;:: to :-;8.VC an lui _ lsi alternation: 

/ /n8:~-L/ / =cl / !f'.:I-:ap/ /. 

37.a:~.plcs of "t:-;'8 iYl,:"epaY" .. dent pronolLy)'s in predicate positj on: 

153) /coni 302 ?o eu/ 

l55 ) /nGt;8I ?a 80/ 

156) /x"! a nagayas ?.J eu! 

157) /x'fa ni"uias Qa kW;,tas/ 
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'I'm the one to go f 

'I'm the one nc(etc.} 
is loo}::i1l5 at' 

'you're the one who's 
Going' 

'you're not tr.e cne 
Hho's going' 

'we're not the ones 
he(etc.·) is looxing at' 

'you're the ono3s he(etc,) 
is .,atching' 

> 

Examples as subjects: 

159a) 

159b) 

160a) 

160b) 

/Msei <fam e{)m/ 

/MS8i <fam Mn.}:1:/ 

/xfmat ex" nagi/ 

/.U.nat ex" n~ga3::/ 

'1 will slug you' 

'I will slug you' 

'.L2£ gi ve it to hirr,!! 

'~ give i"t to him!' 

Bxalnples as objects: 

161a) /Msei 9am negi/ 'I will slug .ys!.!:!:' 

162b) /Ms6i 9&m ngga3:/ 'I will slug .I£!! f 

163a) /xf4Yla6 cxw c8m/ 'you give it to rr,e! ' 

163b) /xfma6 cxw Mne3:/ 'you give it to ~!' 

Examples as possessives: 

164a) 

164b) 

165a) 

/?i3:tansxW cxw ta ~ ~anu cam/ 'feed ~ dog!' 

/?13:tansxw oxw to 9 ~ar:u cana:!:/ 'feed & oog! I 

(eat-causative you the my dog cenL) 

/e ~anu n6gi ?aqatas ~a 9 lamatU/'Youx dog chased 
J11..y sneep! t 

165b) /e ~anu nag33: ?aqatas ~a ~ lamatU/'Your dcg ChaSBQ 
my s.'<leep! I 

(your dog naW-L chase the my sheep) 
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h J:.st as there is no third person object sui'fix and 
there is no third person subject marker of anintransi-: 
tiV"e p:::-eaicnto in 11 main olause, so there are no third 
person indcpeDd811t pronouns. 

Pnr8.l1el to the first and seoond person independent 
pronouns there is a large nrunber of deictics, at least 
SOI'":o of which can act as modifiers wi thin an If.p or as an 
N1' by thenselv'es. SOl".e of these are: 

1:::6) //t11-'I;;// /ta?a/ 'that/there' 

lE7 ) //ti-?;:;// /ti?i/ 'this/hero' 

IGS) //ai- 98// /a1"i/ 'this/that' 

169) //ta-n// /ta~/ 'that one' 

170) //?r:a-n// /3:.211/ Jthis/t!1at one' 

171) //kwa_n// /kT,'ia..~/ 'that one' 

lri2 ) /h"y-n// /t~y;.V 'this/here' 

173) //Sf,y-n// /M~/ 'that/thore' 

174) //'u3y-te// /teyte/ ffiajor topiC 
klso: F..ale as op:;;o.s cd 

to fenala) 

1'75 ) / /;;,i-&e// /e1ee/ r.inor topic 
(also; femalG as 
opposed to male) 

CnG can ::'1-"t"1::l1~;'S0 thC30 doictics :'Ln:--t;her, but such an anal;ysis 

is ~ cYC/:'1(l, -'-eft(J 3CO~-L..C o:f this -;Jap~~r. I"t HO~lld l"Clquire COI!1-

;.;::"'isor: i:i t~·~ tl:e D.r~:icle 3,YStG f! of Slic.r.l!:1.0n, coml,)8.l~ison wj. th 

otY.e: Salish lan.5U8.Ges, and analysiS of ~lonologucs and con­

".?"c::-S:-lt:::..ons to c.ctormine their r8....'r}.ge OI use. 
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Examples of the deictics are: 

176) /hi± t!Jyte 9 s&'±tx.w / 

(deict~c deictio ~~ woman) 

(oome reportedly deietic 6an) 

178) /niS ge ti?i/ 

(be-here preposition deictic) 

179) /tatam tayte/ 

(doing-l,hat deiotic) 

180). /?(jymut kvTalt/ 

(good-vary deictio) 

'~'s my wife' 

'this man came' 

'right here' 

'what's he doing?' 

'it's o.k. like th&t' 

_~ This concludes the presentation of data in tr~s 
paper. Yuture papers on the syntax of Sliamr.lon l'lill 
explore tha uses of these pronominal markers. 

For the present, it is hoped -that this oo(ly cf 
data l.]ill be of usc to other stu<len:ts of Salish .lan.guae;os ... 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
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Appcn1ix: a note 0; II-til transitive 

The sentences quoted herein are taken from texts 

gi 'an by lru-'-6~aGe consultants weo are members of the 

Homs.lco ~.Ia.lld.. EOl~s.lco and Sliwnr.lOn are two dialects 

o~ tbJ sa;~ie language, '1hich is called "?ay?aJ'u9am" 

by i ts s:?o&~ars. 

.!n other Snlis:'l l~~nr;t!::.gcs, COt~natos of tl:o ?ay?a­

:!M;3lll II-til tTnnsitivising suffix have been called 
"I':.;]l eorr~T~l1! ani cOg!lates of the ?ay?aJuSilm II-n\~/1 

trrcl:si ti',isiEg s:.1ffix have been called "limited control". 

?!i·')s:: 1a'o318 also a!)ply in ?~Jr9ajU .. a9n, so long as ltcon-

7 .. cc·l~' ~::jC3 r..o"t :·:8.s.....~ "success n. In ?&"y?uJuGa!:'., /1 -t/ / 
has ·.1:Lth~.r.. its ra!:g~~ of meaning It"try toll. The suff'ix 

//-"!;// :L .... ;.::.i.i..1!.l :':'ntent, i·:ith or \.;itho!:rt success, and tho 

s~::-.::·D: II-n41 ir.lrlies an accomplish;:d action, with or 

~t:i thcut i:ltent. ~.r..e follo~.J'ing quotes :'rolil throe different 

J.f.:.ne.:;~>s.ge consul tarit.::; illkstrate tht.: meaning Btrylt. ~ach 

.,":,:,":' --:l:J ::e;~-~;;'.~l:L~C3 qu0.J...;:;d cO.:~L::.J. ns e. ViO...:\:l with tho 

:3;;t;~:·i.x li-t// in OP}";O:Jit:1.0!1 to another form of the same 

"!-!ori ~.;3. ::1: "thi.~ su.:efix / / -n'tl/ / • 

(1) ITerl "cluj J (~[;l\nd I>".icl: telln l,ow tho birds lcilled 

'~lli} :1~m Hill> ri:\~L t.:lll i?i!lCi blOl, , told by Uocl Goorgc Harry. 

w - ax - as pa.}1}:!·1[J. - -I; - as ?;:)y p{ili:1i 

l·!a :,c::-.:.' or -t- he Clld sec -nli- he 

"(Rav0n) \-las watching :for it a1'ld he saw it. It 
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(2) Prom tho story about the historical personage, 

Techuwahancm, told by Ambrose lIilson. 

then look -t- passive the p'Jople nothing 

no ·way and see -nif you 

IIThen the people looked at it. Ther~ was nothing. 

You couldn't see (the scar)." 

(3) From an expl=tion of the constellations a."ld 

shoo,ting stars, by Tommy Paul. 

6u ma? - t - as, xW{)kiVt k W tam rna? - Xw - u% 

go get -t- he nothing the thing get -nl-l past 

- "He went to get it and he got nothing. " 

In stori~s told in ?ay?a~ueam, this opposition of 

stem-plus-t and stem-plus-nW seems to be fairly CC~4~on. 

It is a statement of intent followed by a statet;rmt of 

succeS3 or lack of nucce:)s. 
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