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Several individuals faailiar with ay publications dealing with Nez 
Perce syntax have expressed a desire to see a aore purely structural 
description of the fundaaentals of the systea -- the Nez Perce subject 
and direct object. That is the purpose of this paper. 

While ay purpose here is not a description within any currently 
popular theoretical fra.ework, it is nevertheless hoped that those of 
any persuasion viII find this paper valuable. Nez Perce is s language, 
it would see., just aade for syntactic theoreticians. 

Relational Graaaar (Perlautter (1983-1984) considers subject and 
object as syntactic priaitives coapletely definable on a non-seaantie, 
non-functional basis. Hopper and Thoapson (1980), on the other hsnd, 
propose seversr seaantie/pragaatic criteria involved in the aorphology 
and syntax of transitivity. 

Let us asSuae that languages develop transitive structures, as 
opposed to intransitive structures, in order to encode propositions with 
both agent and patient. And then let us also recognize that this 
encoding alaost never operates on a purely logical basis (see Giv6n 
(1982). The prototypical transitive event involves not only sn agent 
and a patient, it involves a high degree of volitionality and 
affectedness, as veIl as participants which have soae relevance in a 
discourse. Quite often in the world's languages, transitivity aarking 
is predicated aore on these pragaatic factors than on the aere logical 
presense of an agent and a patient. 

Now while there is probably no way to separate these syntactic 
units (S and 0) froa the semantic/pragaatic functions they serve. a 
purely structural description of thea and their interaction within a 
larger syntactic context is nevertheless interesting. 

Nez Perce is a highly inflected language. NPs are case aarked, and 
there is verbal agreeaent with both subject and direct object for both 
person and nuaber. In addition, Nez Perce possesses an elaborate 
voicing systea for which this inflectional aorphology is highly 
sensitive. These Nez Perce inflectional aorphemes, in other words, are 
not mere seaantic or pragaatic aarkers. They are all part of an 
interconnected whole in which a aodification in one part will have 
consequences throughout the system. There is a difference between 
graaaatical aorpheaes like, for exaaple, aost prepositions in English 
for vhich there is a aore independent existence thsn, say, the direct 
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object NP suffix -~ in Nez Perce. In Nez Perce the ergative NP Buffix 
-nim, and the verbal prefixeB ~-, ~-, and ~- (as well as other 
morphology) are all dependent on the existence of a Byntactic direct 
object which, if coded by an NP, will be case marked with ~. 

Such a situation provides sn excellent opportunity to invetigate 
the aeaning of grammaticalization, Byntacticization, syntactic proceses 
and/or rules. 

1. Three way aystea. 

Subjects and objects are claBBified within a three way system in 
Nez Perce.2 The BubjectB of tranBitive verbB are not treated the same 
aB the subjects of intransitive verbs, and in addition Nez Perce 
uniquely catagorizes itB direct object. The sYBtem iB aB defined by HP 
case aarking, verbal agreement for person, and certain behavioral 
characteristics.3 This three way systea includes 

1.1. NP caae aarking. 

Nez Perce case marks NPs within a three way sYBtem such that the 
subject of an intransitive verb is unaarked, as in the following. 

1) hitn'6xne hla .. 
he died 'iiBi\"" 
'.!!!!...!!!!!. died' 

The subject NPs of intransitive verbs are always unmarked, even when 
highly volitional, as in example 2 below. 

2) hipiayna hia .. 
he arrived ;an-
'The man arrived' 

In a transitive clause, however, both agent and patient HPB are caBe 
marked. In eX,ample 3 below the ergative marker -nm is Buffixed to the 
Bgent HP, while the direct object mBrker -ne is Buffixed to the patient 
HP. -

3) wew6kiye-~ ph'wiye hia .. -.!!!! 
elk-DO he Bhot it man-ERG 
'The man Bhot an elk' 

The Buffh: -nm (and itB allomorphs -nim, -illl, -III) is not purely an agent 
marker. Thi~iB because it is only ~nd rn-tranBitive elauseB, never 
in intranBitive clauseB no matter how agentive or volitional the 
Bubject. The suffix -nim thus lIIarks the ergative case in Hez Perce. 
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1.2. SubJect-verb alree .. nt for pereon. 

Now, io .dditioo to t~ di.tioction in NP c ..... rk1na. t~ v.rb 10 
N.z Perce .gree. with t~ .ubj.ct of tr.n.itiv. v.rb. via a diff.rent 
.et of .arph •• e. than tho •• which function in v.rb.l .,re ••• nt witb an 
intr.n.itlv •• ubj.ct. The v.rb.l pr.fi ••• ,- (for i.t/2nd p.r.on) .nd 
hi- (for 3rd p.r.on) •• rk aubJ.ct .'r •••• nt in intr.n.ltlv. cl.u ...... 
in e ••• pl •• 4-6. The prooouo MP. .r. ..ploy.d ooly for •• pb •• l. or 
contr.et. 

4) '-pi.y-na ('110) 
i/lMON-.rriv.-ASP 1 
'! .rriv.d' 

$) '-pi.y~n. ('II.) 
1/2NOH-.rriv.-ASP you 
'~ .rrived' 

~) ht-pi.y-n. ('ipl) 
3MOH-.rriv.-ASE be/.he/lt 
'He/ahe/it .rrlved' 

In tranaitive clau.ea, .. illustrated in e ••• ple. 7-9 •• ubJect-verb 
.Iree.ent 18 .cco.pU.h.d by pretixi • .!!,- (tor 1.tl2nd p.raoo) .nd J!!!.
(for lrd penon). 

7) ' • .ees-ne 'e-'wl-y. ('110) 
deer-DO i[7lTR-.hoot-ASP 1 
'! shot. deer' 

8) 'l.ee8-n. 'e-'wl-ye ('Ii.) 
deer-DO !ri2TR-.boot-ASP you 
'~ 8hot a d •• r· 

9) 'l.ee8-ne ~-'wl-y. qlewn-i. 
de ... -DO 3TR-8hoot-ASP old .an-ERG 
'The old .. 0 8hot • d.er' 

2. NODin.tive 8ubiect. 

On the b.aia of wb.t we b.ve 8een 80 f ... , Nez P.rce baa not JU8t 
one but two c.tego .. ie. of aynt.ctlc aubject: an iotr.ooitlve S .nd .0 
ergative S. However, other f.ctora in M.z P.rc. define. broader 
cotelory of no.ln.tive 8ubJect. 

2.1. MuDber .Iree.-nt. 

Subject-verb .Iree.ent for nu.ber ia .cco.p11.hed vi. three 
different ayate.. in Nez Perce, depend1na on verb.l •• pect or .ood. 
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l.l.l. The ou~r .. rk.ro -e. ond -il. 

10 tba pro,reoolv. and babltu.l .opeeto, .. v.ll .. i. vb.t ARki 
(1~701114-115) c.llo ·coA4iUo .. lo- (wUb .. eat.o ·c •• , cou14, vould.' 
etc.), .ubj.ct-v ... b .. r .... ot for au .... r i. eacocl.d via tlle _fU ... ~ 
(oiocular) .04 -!!. (plur.l). 10 clle pr._c procr ••• h. clle .. take tlle 
for. ""!. (-~ "y vow. 1 banlo.,) and -lli/-:!!.- a. •• ple. 10 ... 11 
111u.tr.t. tbi. cootr .. t wlcb lrd per.on .ubJtcC .. 

10) bl-pia,-c-~ bi_ 
lNON-.rrlv.-PIOG-SGNON .. 0 
'The .!!!a.!!. ardvlq' 

11) bt-pi.,-c-.!!. bibaa 
lNOH-arrlv.-PaoG-PLNOH ... 
'The !!!..!£!. ardvlq' 

Th.t Nea P.rc •• ubJ.ct-v.rb .. re ... ot for au ...... i. DOt .... Uive to 
p.r.on c.n be ••• 0 io tlle follow.q cwo .... pl •• wller. clle .... COllC .... t 
(-~ v.reu .... !!) I ..... witb lac p .... 011 aubJeec .. 

lZ) '-pi.y-c-~ ("10) 
I/ZNDK-... riv.-PaoG-SGNDK 1 
'! aD .rrhlq' 

13) '-pi.y-c-.!!. (06un) 
1/2MOH-.rrlv.-PaoG-PLMOK va 
'~ .r •• rrivlq· 

Subj.ct-v.rb ........ ot for au.b.r op.r.t •• 011 • DO.ln.tive baal. where 
t~ ••• otiv •• ubJect. of tr ... ltl •• v.r" •• r. tr •• ted tlle ...... tlle 
8ubJ.ct. of iotr.o.ltlv. v.rb.. Thl. i. 111u.tr.ted 10 the followlDi 
four .... pl •• witb tlle tr.oa1t1ve v ..... tia.y. 'btc'. 1. 14 and 15 the 
.u"Ject. are lat par.OD, vbtle I. 16 and 17 tlle, are lrel par.oa 8OUD8. 

14) '.-ti • .,.-c-. (·li.) 
1/2TR-hlt-PIOG-SGNDK 1 
'!~ btttiq btalher/it' 

IS) '.-ti_y.-c-.!!. (06un) 
l/lTR-bit-PaoG-PLMOK va 
'~.!£!. btttlDl btalher/it' 

16) pi.-t •• .,.-c-~ biaaa-... 
lTR-hit-PIOG-SGNDK .. o-Ile 
'The .!!!a.!!. bitUDI btalbar/U' 

17) pi.-t._,.-c-.!!. balli_I. 
lTR-blt-P&OG-PLMOK .. o-IIG 
'TlIe !!!..!£!. bttUDI btailler/'" 
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2.1.2. The plural prefl. pe-. 

In ~he perfective, the perfect (presen~ relevance), and future 
a.pec~. plural .ubj.ct-verb alr ... en~ ia .ncoded via the prefix ~- (~
by vovel har.ony). The ab .. nca of ~- indicat .. a einluler .ubject. 
Exa.pl •• 18 and 19 illu.trat. thi. contr •• t in the parf.ctlve a.pact 
vith l.t p.r.on .ubjectl. 

18) '-p'ay-na ('lin) 
1/2HOH-arrive-PEar 1 
'.1 arrived' 

(9) '-e.-pby-na (..Gun) 
1/2MOM-PLNON-arriv.-PEar va 
.~ arrived' 

Once ... in nu.b.r .Ir .... nt vi.~- il co.pletely "pirate fro. per·un 
.arkina, •• ex •• plal 20 .Dd 21 (contr •• tad with 18 .Dd 19 .bov.).lhow. 
In the ~wo e" •• pl •• below the subjact II the 3rd parlon noun .!.!!L!!. 
·horle'. Mon-hu.an _na, in contra.t vlth hu •• n nouna .1 in 16 and 17 
above, nor .. lly have 00 plural for •• , their plur.lity beina .. rked only 
In the v~rb. 

20) hl-piay-na Ilk·e. 
3MOM-arrive-PEar hor.e 
'The ~ arrived' 

21) hl-~-P'ay-na .lk·e. 
lNOH-PLHOH-arrive-PEar hor.1 
• The .l!!!!!!. arrl ved' 

Subject-verb alree.ent for nu.ber vlth~- also operatel on. no.inative 
b.sls. Exa.plel 22 sod 2l Illustrste thll contralt with third perlon 
.ubject. and the tunalth. verb hipl 'eat' in the perfective .Ipect. 

22) p'e-p-e Ilk·e. 
3TR-eat-PEar hor.e 
'The !l!!!!!. ate it' 

23) "e~-ep-e slk·e. 
3TR-PLHOH-eat-PEIF hor .. 
• The .!!!!!!!!. a te it' 

2.1.3. The i!perative plural luffix -tx. 

In the i.perative • plural lubject il .. rked by the verb.l luffi. 
-tIo The l.perative vith a linaul.r lubject i •• arked by various 
luffixes, -t, ~, ~ ~, .11 pr.dict.bl. on the balis of phonololY Ind 
verb .te. type. The follovina providel • contr .. t between IlftlUl.r aod 
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plural 8ubjectl with the verb k6u. ·co •• •• Structurall" 24 is 
identical to k6u. '1/you have CQiNi, whUe 25 11 una.biluoualy an 
iaper.tlve bec.ule of the luffix -~. 

24) '-k6u-tl-1J 
1/2NOH-a0-hither-SGIKP 
·Co .. I· 

25) '-k6u-tl-tx 
1/2MOM-go-hlther-PLIKP 
'(You all) co .. l· 

Mu.ber •• rkina with the verbal suffix -t •• 1.0 operatel on a no.instlve 
b.sis, .s the followina tvo e.a.pl.s (c~tr.sted with 24 snd 25 above) 
shov. In exa.ple 25 -~ .ark. plural the lubject of an.intran.i~ive 
verb, vhlle in e ••• pl. 27 the .... suffix -t •• arkl plurll the subject 
of a tr.neitive verb. -

26) ·.-·ni.p.yk-i.-1J 
1/2Tt-clrry-hither-SGIMP 
'Irlna itl' 

27) 'a-'nlxpa,k-Ia-tx 
1/2TI-carry-hithar-PLIMP 
'(You all) brina itl' 

2.2 Firat and 2nd perlon MPa. 

One .ore .tructural criterion definel a no.inative 8ubject In Nez 
Perce. and that i. the for. of I.t aod 2nd person independent pronouna. 4 
Third per.on MP. in Nez Perce are ca.e .arked within a three v., syste. 
(as described in II above). and this three wa, distinction hold. for 3rd 
per.on independent pronouns, as can be .een in table I. Table I, 
hovever. lives no erlative for •• for any of the non-lrd per.on 
independent pronounL Thi. i. becau.e 1st and 2nd person MP. are never 
c.se •• rked erlatlv. in Nez Perc.. With the. the contrast i. no.lnstive 
accusative. a. illu.tra~ed in the follovina ~hree e.a.ples. In 28 'lin 
'1' i. the lubject of an lntrsnsitive verb and In 29 the subject of a 
transitive verb, while in 30 the .cculatlve for • ..l!!!. ·.e· occurl. 

28) 'lin '-tol'y-na 
-1-- 1/2MotI-ao dovnl~re..-PEar 
'.1 Vlnt down.trea.· 

29) 'Iin 'e-'wl-,a looy'apoo-o. 
-1-- 1/2Tt-shoot -PERF whi te .. n-DO 
'.1 Ihot the whita .. n· 
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Singular 
let person 
2nd p .. rson 
lrd penon 

Plural 
lat person 
2nd penon 
lrd person 

'Un 
'U. 
'ipl 

n6un 
'illi 
'ioo6 

Table I. Independent pronouns. 

'ipnl. 

30) 'Un-e he-'vl-ye &ooyi.poo-. 
I-DO 3NOH-shoot-PERF white.an-EIG 
'The vhlte .. n ahot ~' 

Dir.ct ObJ'I.,t 

'line 
'i .. ni 
'ipoi 

.wune 
'i.uuni 
'i_un' 

The "un.arked" independent pronouns of the flrst colu.n of table 1 
(i.e. tho •• for.a without a caae suffix) all functioA a. tbe aubJ.ct of 
intranaitiv. verb.. Those for 1st and 2nd peraoa alao functioA aa 
aubJecta of tl'ansitlv. verb •• 

Table I rev.ala the 2nd and 3rd p.raun plural lnd.p.ndent pronoun 
to have the .a.e for.; 'iI8Ii .eana either 'you' (PL) or ·they'. Note, 
however, that it h only for the 3rd person 'th.y' that the eraat i v. 
for. 'i.ee .. 111 .ver ua.d. ThLa" "ontraat betwe.n un •• rk.d 2nd p.non 
.ubJe.,t pronoun and .. eked lrd peraon aubj • .,t pronoun i. illuatrated ln 
exa.pl.a II and 32. 

31) 'i.e '''-pe-'wl-ye hiama-na 
youPL 1/2TR-'LHOH-ahoot-'EKF .. n-DO 
.~ shot the .. n· 

32) ~ p'e-pe-'wl-ye hia ....... a 
they-ERG lTR-PLNOH-ahoot-PERF .. n-DO 
'They shot tbe un' 

l. Direct oblect. 

In thi. s .. ctlon the structural description of the Nez Per.,e dire.,t 
object 1. divided lnto a .,onsideration of .orphologl.,al and behavlurlal 
chara.,teristl.,a. In addition, thia section also .,onsiders the ae.snti., 

.nd clau •• l .cop. of tbe dir.ct obJ.ct. 

l.l. Morphological char.ct.ristic!. 

Th •• xi.tenc. of • dir.ct object 1 ... rked bJ .fflx .. iA v.riou. 
parta of the cl.u .. ; on tbe NP (both .ubJect .nd direct object). ia tbe 
verb and on cert.in adverbiel •• 

l.I.I. The NP .uffix -ne. 

Tbe direct obJ.ct MP. DOun or pronoun. I.t, 2nd, or led per.oA, 
eingulac or plul''', hu •• n Or Aoo-hu_. i. c ... urkecl v"ll tbe auftix -
.!1!. (.o.eti ... '".!. .fta&" .!!. 01' 1>- So .. eu.pl." 

l3) pit'liai-ne '.-bix-a8 
airl-DO - 1/2TK-.. e-ASP 
'1 •• v • lirl' 

l4) 'liA-. h.-'iwi-. tivilqe-. 
1 SG-OO lllOlt-aboot-ASP .aell)'-&IG 
'The .nell)' be •• Ilot _' 

l5) 'ew-'nikl-.-. .60,-~ btplnvi •• -pe 
1/2TK-put-ASP-SGMOK 'pooA-DO t.bl.-LaC 
'1 a. putting tbe 'pGOA on tbe table' 

Th. only .xceptioA to c ..... rking MP ... dir.ct obJ.ct involve. tbe 
ind.cl1A.~le proAouA' ~ 'you' (SG). ~ 'you' (PL), k{y. ·""./u.·. 
.nd kly .. x 1/.... Th .... uAlik. tbe otber proAouu U.ted 1A t.ble 1. 
aru nev.1' c.a •• arked .t .11. Uau.llJ otber NP. ( •• iA .u.,le36 
b.low) or .ubJ.ct-v.rb .'r •••• nt ( .. iA .... pl •• 37 end 38) 
di¥ •• biau.tes tbe .ubJ • .,t or dlr.ct obJ • .,t .tetua of tbe .. indeclinable 
proDoun •• 

lll) • Un'".!. ~ ,,-·.wl-yu' 
I SG-DO JOU 1/2eKIH-ahoot-ASP 
'12!!. wl11 ahoot _. 

l7) " .. he-'vl-yu' 
y.;u lNOH-.hoot-AS' 
'He/she v11l .hoot l.!!.!!.' 

l~) 'ee '.-'vl-yu' 
you i72TR-ahoot-ASP 
'!2! vlll ahoot hi./bar/it· 

So.eti •••• hovav.r, tbar. ia atructural •• blauitJ ... iA .x •• pl. 39. 
Thl. of couraa i. tJPlc.llJ r.aolved bJ cont.xt. 
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19) 'fe ~-'evl-yu' 
'YoU 1/211OH-ahoot-ASP 
'1 vill ahoot ~. or 'You vlll ahoot .' 

3.1.2. The Nr auffl. -nl •• 

The eraatlye NP auffi. -ni. aervea tvo funetiona. One la to 
Identify the NP aubJect of a ~naitive verb. For e.a.ple. in 40 belov 
-ni •• arlta 'iatvay 'old "o.an· aa the aubject. Iy contraat, in 41 !!!. 
.. rita the aa. noun .. direct object. 

40) ple-'vi-ye ·latvay-ni. 
lTR-ahoot-ASP old vo.an~RG 
'The old voaan ahot hl./her/it· 

41) ph-'vl-ye 'latway-na 
lTR-.hoot-ASP old vo .. n-DO 
'Me/ahe .hot the old _n' 

The other function of -nl. (the one vhlch .oat concerna u. here) la to 
.arlt tranaltlvity. In ;X;-.ple 43 belov, the oaly .arker of tranaitivlty 
- and thua the only indic.tion that there i. a di rect obJ.ct - ia 
~. Thia ia becau .. the intranaitiv. hi- (b.aidea 3rd p.non aubJ.ct 
aaree .. nt) indicat.a ODe of tvo thlnaa when pr.fl.ed to a tr.n.Itiv. 
Yerb: either that there i. no i.plied dir.ct object, aa in e.a.ple 42 
belov, or that the direct object la lat or 2nd per.on (which viII be 
conaidered in are.ter detaU in 13.2.1. belov). In e.a.pl. 43, the 
eraative NP auffi. -~ la the oaly ov.rt indicator of the fact that 
there ia • di r.ct object. 

42) hi-.e'U-ya hla .. 
3NOM-liaten/bear-ASP .. n 
'The .. n liatened/heard' 

43) ht-.e'U-ya hia .. "".!!!. 
lNOH-liaten/hear-ASP .. n-ERG 
'The _n heard/liatened to ./you' 

The ergativeNP auffi. -ni./-~ i. a ayntactic .arker in N.z P.rce, on. 
of the eorpholoaical .. rlter. of tranaitivity. 

1.1.3. The .erbal pr.fi ••• '.- and p'e-. 

We have already encountered the verbal preflxea ~ and ~-, 
bealnnina vith II above. They are here preaented In table 2, vhere they 
are contraated vith the intran.iti.e .erbal p.r.on .arker •• - and hi-. 
Suffice it to .a, that ~- and ~- are .arkeu of tran.ithity, -
.o.eti.ea the only ov.rt Indicator. of tra.itivity in a clauae, a. i. 
illuatrated by the follovina tvo e.a.plea vith the tranaitive verb 
.!!s.l! 'hear/liaten'. In 44 the intranaithe preU • .!!!,- can i.ply the 
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Tabl. 2. SubJ.ct-verb peraon .. rltera. 

INTlWISITIYE TlWISITIYE 

ht12nd penon .- 'e-

3rd penon hi- p'e-

total auppruaion of the patient, vhUe in loS .p!!,- (thevo.,.l .!!. ia due 
to vovel har.ony) overtly indlcatea that there la a petlent direct 
object. 

44) hl-.e'{-ya 
liON-hear/llsten-ASP 
'He/ahe heard/llat.ned' 

4S) .p!!,-.e' l-ya 
3TR-hear/l1at.n-ASP 
'He/ah. heard/ll.tened to hl./her/It' 

3.1.4. The plur.l direct object •• rb.l prefl. n'ea-. S 

The nuaber .arltlna atrat.,Ies deacribed .bove (in 12.t> .u 
indicate a no.lnatlv. aubJ.ct. Plural direct obJecta, on the other 
h.nd, .re .. rlted b, the yuba! preU • .!!!!!.-. In e ... ple 46 belov, .!!!!!.
i. one of thr •••• rker. of tran.Itivlty, toaether vith the tr.n.itive 
aubJect-v.rb per.on alree.ent •• rlt.r ~-, and the direct object NP 
.uffiX -ne. Al.o, in this •••• pl. n'e.- la the onl, .arlter of the 
plural .Tatua of the dir.ct obj.ct:---The NP alk'e./aik'fe.- 'hone' ia 
i ueU not .arked plural. 

46) !!.-.!!!!!.-hex-ne aik' 'e.-ne 
1/2TI-PLDO-aee-ASP horae-DO
'I/,ou sav the hor ••• • 

So.eti.es n'es- .1.0 i. the onl, .arlter of tranaitivity in a clause. 
For exa.pl;;-COn.ider the follovlna: in 47 there is no .arlter of 
tranaltivity, vhich indicatea the auppresaion of the patient, while in 
48 the only indicstor of the fact that there i. a direct object ia the 
verbal prefix .!!!!!.-. It ahould alao be noted that n'ea- .arlta only 
the plurality of a direct object, not pereon. The re.aon for the 2nd 
peraon dlract object in 48 viiI be diacua •• d in '3.2.1. belovo 
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Table 3. The peoooaioal clitica. 

SINGULAR PLUIlAL 

t;xcluaive 

Adeleeasee ooly -pea 

Ioclueive .... a 

41) ~-h~x-c-e 'lio 
1/2NOH-aee-ASP-SGNOH I 
'I .ee' 

48) ~-nee~-hex-c-e 'lio 
1/2NOH-PLDO-see-ASP-SGNOH I 
'I aee you all' 

3.1.5. The peono.ioal suffixes. 

In Nez Peece, the 8uborelinatiog particle ~ aDel variou. aelverbial. 
ioflect foe agreeaeot with both .ubject aDel direct obj.ct within the 
clause. There i8 agreeaent ooly with 1.t aDel 2nd peraoo. o.ver 3rd 
p~reoo arguaeots. and ooly 2De1 per.oo (the hearer) haa a ap.cial plural 
foea (for lat peeaon. plurality i. iodicated only io the verb~ The 
aorpheaes are preaented in table 1 (for other detaila. aee alao Aoki 
(1910:121-131J. aod Ilude /l985:114-119J~ The lnelu.tv. auUh -2 no 
eloubt elecoapo.e. ioto the proooaind foraaUve. -.!!, 'I' ancl -.!. 'you'. 
Theae suffix •• agree with either .ubject or elirect obj.ct ... tbe 
following cootraat ahow.. Note how it i. tbe ~ prefix tbat 
elieaabluates. Alao. Dote that io exaaple 50 th. proooatoal .ufftx -.!. ta 
tbe ooly aarker of tranaltivity. 10 exaapl. 51 the ab •• oc. of -.!. (or 
other pronoainal .ufflx) tndicatea no elir.ct obj.ct. 

49) 'eetee-a 'e-hex-ne 
surely-you 172TIl-see-ASP 
'Surely ~ .ee hia/her/it' 

50) 'eetee-. he-~x-ne 
aurelY-You lNOH-.ee-ASP 
'Surely he/ahe .eea ~' 
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51) 'iete be-bix-ne 
aur.ly 3NOK-... -ASP 
'Sur.ly be/abe ••••• 

3.2. Behav10ral charact.ristic •• 

10 th1a .. ctiOA .r. cli.cu ••• eI tbe v.riou. behavioral 
charact.rl.tic. of tbe dir.ct obj.ct ta Mea P.rc •• r.tber tbaa tbe 
ap.cific aorpbea •• tbat .. rk tra08ttivity. 

3.2.1. Oetraneitivtxation by lat/2De1 per.oa clir.ct ob1.ct •• 

Ae wa. abown ia 12.2. abov., ht .ad 2nc1 peraoa eubject lIP. of 
tean.itiv. v.rb •• r. nev.r aaeked .rgattv.. Coav.r .. ly. clirect obj.ct 
NP .. are ca •• aarked with ~ ao .. tt.r wbat tbdr per.on. How.v.r. wbea 
a dir.ct obj.ct h lat or 2ad p.noa. tbe ~ h treated ... tboUCh 
inteanaitiv.. That i ••• ubject-v.rb a.r .... at i •• ceoapll.bed via tbe 
•• a •• et of pr.fix •• ('- for l.t/2ad p.r.oa). ~- tor 3rd per.on) a. ia 
intean.itlv. cl.u.... la .x.apl. 52 below tbe verb.l pr.fix hl- .. r ••• 
witb a 3ed p.r.on .ubj.ct la aa latranaitlv. cl.u ... wbtl. ·i ...... pl. 53 
the v.rbal pr.fix ~- .. rk. a 3rcl per.on .ubject la • tranaltlv. 
clau... Now.v.r. la .,..apl. 54 wber. tbe dir.ct obj.ct i. l.t p.r.on. 
tba v.rb.l pr.fix hi- (tbe ...... i. pr.flxed to tbe l.tr ... itlve verb 
in .,. •• pl. 52) aark; • 3rd p.r.on .ubjact. 

52) .!!! -piay-na Iii ... 
3NOH-arrlv.-ASP aaa 
'Tba ua .rrived· 

53) ~-t .. aya-aa biaaa-!!, 
lTR-hit-ASP un-DO 
'1Ie/.be btt tbe aaa' 

54) bl-tiaay.-na 'Ua-e 
)NOH-hit-ASP ISG-oO 
'1Ie/.b. hit .. ' 

Fro. oow oa ia tbi. aetlcl.~- will be .10.&ed·l/2.3 aocI R!!- 3'3. tbu. 
iodlcating tbe fact tbat botb v.rb.l pr.fl,. •• aot only .ark tbe p.raoa 
of tbe aubj.ct. tbey .1.0 aark tbe 3rd per.oa .t.tu. of tbe clir.ct 
obj.ct. Mev.rtbel.... it au.t be aoted tbat tbe ... re tbe only v.rb.l 
aarken of the par.oa of tbe dir.ct obJ.ct. Ioth'~.ad ~-. which in a 
tran.itiv. cl.u •• can ladicat. a lat or 2ad p.r.on clirect object. are 
al.o p.r.oo .. rk.r. la iatranaltiv. cl.u.... A8 Hopp.r aocI Tboapaon 
(1980) bav. noted. tbe prototypic.lly tra08lttv •• v.at lnvolvea a lrd 
p"raoa paU.at obj.ct. 

3.2.2. Detran81tivixat10n by plural direct obJ.cte. 

According to Hopper aad Tboapeoa (1980) tbe prototypically 
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trMnaitive event alao involvea an "individu.ted", that ia a ain.ul.r, 
objeet. Thi. f.etor .. y be refleeted in Nez P.ree by the f.et that the 
v~rbal prefixes ~- .nd nie.- eannot eo-oeeur. when both aubj.et .nd 
dir.ct objeet .r. lrd per.On, • plur.l direet objeet detr.naltiviz.a the 
verb in that the tr.n.itiv. ~- .u.t be repl.eed by the intr.n.itiv. 
hi-. The reault ia the •• bi.uity of exa.ple S7. In SS .nd S6 the 
per.Oft of the direet obJeet 1a indieated by the preft ... !- verau. ~-, 
but in 57 vhere the ... bJeet 1a lrd per.on and the dir.et i. plural, the 
p.nOft of the di reet obJ.et C.lUlOt be indie.ted i. the v.rb. 

S5) !!!!!!.-hex__ 'U. 
1/2NOH-PLOO-.ee-ASP 1 
'I .. v YOU .U' 

56) 'e-ni •• -hex-ne 'tin 
17i;'3-pLDO-... -ASP I 
'I .aw !!!!!!' 

57) hi-..i •• -hex ..... 
lNOii=Pi:OO-.ee-ASP 
'Re/.he HV the.' or 'H./.be HW.!!!.' 

1.2.1. The •• tlp ••• lv. of eoreferenti.l po ••••• ion. 

The Nez P.ree .ntip ••• iv. has bee. deaeribed in Rude (1982, 1985, 
ete.), where it. pri •• ry DOtlv.tion i. di.eour •• /pr •••• tie. Tbia 
funetion i •• pplie.bl. here, aince one of the beh.vior.l eh.r.et.risties 
of the dir.et objeet i. that it be prsl •• tle.lly aalient. A patient 
objeet .uat h.ve .o.e de.ree of i.portanee in di.cour •• b.fore the 
.orpholo.y of tr.nsitivity diacua •• d in 11.1. vlll occnr. The •• nt.nc. 
below la ••• x •• pl. of the Nea Peree antipa •• ive .olc. conatruction. 
Not. that, .v.n thoulh e ... pl. 58 eneod ••• proposition vith both .gent 
and p.tient, neither NP ta ca.e •• rked and the .erb.l per.on pr.fix i. 
the intr .... 1tlv • .!!!-. 

S8) t'ewt •• hi-'nlxpayk-a hi a .. 
rope lNOH-brins-ASP .. n 
'The .. n broulbt rope' 

The .. in point of thia aub •• etion, hov.ver, ia on. partieul.r funetion 
of the Nez P.rce antip ••• i •• which ia not apecific.lly deter.ined by 
di.cour.e/pr .... tic factor.. In Nez Perc., when. po •• e •• or of the 
direct object i. corefer.ntial vith the .ubject, the .ntip •• siv. t. 
u.ed. For .a •• ple, the tran.itivity of S9 belov pr.elude. the 
interpr.tatioo that the child belons. to the .an. If the child doea 
belon. to the .. n, this can only b. coded by the antip ••• iv., •• ln 
.x •• pl. 60.6 See Ne.th (1976) for • typololY of .ntlp ••• lve 
con.truction •• 
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T.bl. 4. Reflexive verb.l preflxe •• 

SINGULAR 

lat p.r.on 'lnie-

2nd p.raon 'i_e-

lrd p ... on 'lpnh-

59) .iya' Ie":!!!. .I!!!.-' n.xp.yk-. hi ........ 
chlld-DO )')-brlns-ASP .. n-Eac
'Th .... broUlht • chlld' 

60) .lyl'c hl-'nlxp.yk-. hi ... 
cbild lNOH-briDl-ASP .. n 
'The .. n broulht ~ child' 

1.2.4. Refl.xiviz.tion. 

PLURAL 

ne_e-

Reflexiviz.tion la •• rked ln Hea Perc. by the verb.l prefixea live. 
in table 4. Theae .re, for the .oat p.rt, the objective for •• of the 
independent. pronoun. of t.ble I. Unlike the reflextv. HPa of Ensll.h 
(.y.elf, younelf, hi •• elf, etc.), the r.flextv. verbal pr.Uxe. of Nez 
Perce function only to encode direct objeet. cor.fer.nti.l vith the 
.ubject. Thu. one of the behavlor.l ch.r.cterl.tic. of the Hez Perce 
direct object la th.t lt i •• lv.y. non-corefer.ntial vith the .ubject. 
And the Hez P.r~reflexl.e i. u •• d only vhen a direct object vould be 
coref.rentl.l .Ith the .ubject. The folloviRi are tvo exa.plea of the 
Nez Perce Reflexive. Note that the reflexive 1 •• n intr.n.itiv. 
con.truction, •• the un .. rked HP 'I.y.t 'wo .. n' in ex •• ple 62 .hov •• 

61) 'lnie-'wi-ye 
~FL-8hoot-ASP 
'I .hot .Y8eU' 

62) 'ipnh-a-ne 'byat 
3SGkEFL-8ee-ASP wanan 
'The va .. n •• v.!l!!!!!!.' 

3.2.5. Reciproc.l •• 

The ••• e that va •• aid above of the Nez Perce reflexive c.n .Iao be 
•• id of the reciproc.l, vhich in Nez Perc. i ••• rked by the v.rb.l 
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prefix ill-. l'h" reciprocal prefix ill-, which conveya the notion 'ellch 
other', ia indifferent to person and never co-occUrS with any of the Nez 
Perce peraon .arkera. While Eniliah per.ita each other aM an oblique 
object (e.i. with/for/by each other), Nez Perce allowa ill- to _rk 
reciprocal action only betw •• n a aubject ao4 what would otherwiae be a 
direct object. Thue one of the b.havioral charact.ri.tica of the Nez 
Perce direct object ia that if there ia reciprocal action between it ao4 
the subject, thera ia a detransitivization (.a with the r.fl.xiv.) ao4 
the verb ia .arked by the pr.tix ill-. Hu.ao aubj.ct .. of r.ciprocals 
have plural aire ••• nt io the verb, but only in those a .. pecta where it ia 
.arked by -il(x). aa In .xa.ples 63 ao4 64 below. In exa.plea 64 ao4 65 
are lat peraon reciprocals. ao4 65 illuatratea the leck of plural 
ear •••• nt la the p.rf.ctiv. ..p.ct. 

6) ill-v.apci'y.w-c-tx bih .. 
kECIP-kill-PMOG-PLNOH .en 
'The .. a are killina each other' 

64) n6un ill-x-c-ix 
we RECIP-a.e-PROG-PLNOK 
'W. s.e each other' 

65) 06un ill-x-ne 
we RECIP-aee-PERF 
'W. aaw e.ch other' 

3.2.6. Pasaiviaation. 

Another behavior.l characteriatic of the Nez Perce direct obj.ct ia 
that it beco.ea a aubject In Ita counterpart paaaive conatruction. The 
followl ni two .. entencea illuatr.te this contraat. Exa.pla 6& ia a baaic 
transitive construction in which both NPa .re caae .arked. and the verb 
contatna ao.e tranatttve .0rpholoiY, whtch here ia the plural direct 
object .arker nees- (~- before the ilottal etop). Exa.ple &1 1a the 
pasaive counterpart of 66. The Nez P.rc. paa.ive happena to be very 
at.ilar to the Ena1ish paaaiv. in that the verb occura In •• tatlvized 
for. with airee.ent .nd tenae/ •• pect .arked in the copula. There ia In 
Nez Perce, however. nO equivalant to the EnaUah aienUv. "by-phraae". 
While the ... antic pattent in 66 la • direct obj.ct with ita NP caae 
.arked by -~ ao4 plurality .arked by the varbal prefix ~-, the NP of 
the se.antic patient in 61 ia un.arked and ita plural AU.b.r ia .lIrked 
by the verbal prefix ~-. all of which ar. f.aturea of the aubj.ct of an 
intranaithe v.rb. 

66) leplti~ wew6kiye-~ hl-~-'wl-ye bia_-na 
two-DO elk-DO 3NOH-PLDO-ahoot-ASP •• n-E~ 
'The un ahot ~' 

,02 .. 1 
67) leplt wewUy. '.wy-.!!.! bt-~""'ek ... 

two ellt ahoot-STAT lNOlt-PLIIOH-be-ASP 
'~wer. abot' 

3.3. Se_ntic acoea of the direct obleet. 

The Nez P.re. dir.et obj.et la .ueb anr. a .yntectie tbaa a 
ae •• ntie entity. P.ti.at obj.et •• r. DOt .lw.ya dir.ct obJecta (for 
whieb r.f.r to 1).2.3 •• bov.). and .0 •• U ... otber .... nUc col •• are 
dh.ct obj.et. (the topic ot 1).3. of tbia p.per). Altbouall tllia paper 
will not dw.ll on it, it ia diaeour .. /prea .. tie. thet ia tbe det.r.iai.., 
factor in the .. l.etioa of tbe Nea P.re. direct object. 

3.3.1. Mitr.n.itiv ••• 

la Nez P.rc. tbe d.tiv. 10.1 of • bitran.itiv. v.rb i •• lv.y. tbe 
direct obj.ct. Tbe pati.nt Dev.r i.; it. NP i. Dev.r c ..... raed, it 
a.ver controla v.rb.l •• r •••• nt. and it baa noa. of tbe bebavior.l 
prop.rtie. of tbe dir.et obJ.ct. Siae. i •• 11 bltr.aaitiv. cleu ... tbe 
d.tiv. inal he •• U the propertl •• of tbe direct object it ia tbe 
.ynt.etic dir.ct obj.et. ADd tber.tore Mea P.rc. b •• DO .yat.etie 
d.tiv. (iadir.et obj.ct).7 Tbe folloviDi i. an ..... 1 •• 

68) hia .. -,2 .e!!.-'ai.,.. 'i.y.to-na tli ' •• 
.. n-EII.G l'3 ... iv.-ASP lIO_a-OO- book 
'Tbe ..... v. the book to tbe IIQUD' 

For .11 y.rb. of ap.altiDi oaly tbe eddc ••••• (tbe d.tiv •• oal) i. 
c.ndid.te toe direct object. Ju.t .. tbe patieat ia tbe bitr.aaitiv. 
cl.u.e 1n 68 .bov. baa DO .c .... Ueal •• r .... r. 80 1a tbe bltreadU .. 
c1.ua. io 69 belov tber. i. DO .r •••• tic.l .. ra.e. Nea '.rc. II .. DO 
indir.ct quot.tioa. 

69) bi"'-,2.e!!.-f-ne 'i.y.t~, -ti'c ".yvi.-
_n-EII.G )'3-•• y/t.ll-AS. lIO .. a-DO .nod aorn1Dl 
'Tbe _n told tbe wo .. a. -Good Koral..,.-· 

3.3.2. Non-p.ti.nt/d.tiv. dir.ct obl.ct •• 

In N •• P.re.. non-p.ti.nt .eiu •• nta (benef.ctive.. aaaoci.tlvea, 
v.eioua io.1., .te.) b.eo .. dir.et object. wllea of auff1e1.nt dlacouea.
pr.i •• tie i.port.ac. ( .. outliaed. for •••• pl •• ia Mud. 11985.1 Chapt.r 
VI). Both of the fo110wina .. nt.ac •• cODt.ia tbe iatr.aaitiv. verb 
piay/pay ·.eeiv.' plu •••••• atie.11y oblique locativ. object. 10 tbe 
firat •••• p1. the loc.tiv. Nt i. c ..... rlted by tbe auffix ~ tbe 
aubject NP in un •• rlted •• nd tbe v.rb acr.e. witb it vi. tbe iatr ... ltiv. 
prdfix hl-. lut ia the .. eond •••• pl. botll NP •• e. c ..... rlted: tbe 
loc.tiv'-with the dir.ct object .uffi. -ne and tbe .ubJ.ct v1tb tbe 
eriativ. auffl. -~. Th. v.rb acr ••• witll botb aubj.et .nd dicect 
object vi. the tr.a.itiv. pr.Ua .e!!.- (ber. ,2!.- due to vow.l har.ony .04 
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loaa of ~t~e.a), while the ae.sntic role of the non-pstlent direct 
object ia .. rked In the verb by the auffl. -n60. 

10) 'Inlit-~ hi-P'sy-ns h .... 
lodle-LOC 3NOH-srrive-ASP .. n 
'The .. n srrived .t • Indle' 

71) 'Inll;!! pa-p.y-n60~. hlaaa-n. 
Indle-DO 303-srrlve-LOC-ASP .. n-K~ 
'The ... arrived at a Indle' 

The followlnl eontraattva pair of e ••• plea .re liven to liluatrate the 
a ... pheno.enon of direct object aelection, but In thl. case with the 
transithe verb 'inupayk 'brl",'. In the flnt e.a.ple the paUent 
kaap60 'coat' h the direct object, but in the aecond e.a.ple the 
locathe .:!!!!!!. 'lndle' .. the dlreet obJeet and tha patte.t kaap60 haa 
l ... t all auch atatua. 

72) p'a-'na.payk-a k .. p~ 'lnflt~ 
303-bri,,,-ASP coat-DO Indle-LOC 
' ... /ahe brouaht the coat to the Indle' 

13) .pa-'na.payk-60~a kaap60 'Inll-ne 
30 3-brt ... -LOC-ASP coat lndse-iiO 
'He/ahe broulht the eoat to the lodse' 

Nez Perce non-p.tlent direct obJecta have all the eharaeterlatle. (both 
atructural .od behavioral) of patl.nt direct obJecta. The aelectlon of 
a non-patient direct objeet ean be thOUJht to feed aueh atructure. aa 
refle.lvea, reclproc.la, the co-referential antlpa.aive, the paaalve, 
ete. lut, alnce the eeleetion of • non-patient arlu.ent for direct 
object .arka dlacouree/pr.s.atie l.portanee, and aince the .ntip •• alve 
typleally .. rka the unl.portance of .n obJeet, then one would not expect 
the eelection of • non-patlent arlu.ent for direct object to feed the 
antlp.aalve. However, the flrat eentence below la an e ••• ple of the Nez 
Perce antlp.aalve coaatructlon, .nd o~ where the verbal aufflx -60 
•• rka • loc.tlve direct object. Thla aentence, therefore, haa to~e .n 
e ••• ple of the coreferentl.l antip.aalve. (Hote that the ~ of 'Iw'epne 
'wUe' ...... t the direct object NP eufU .. ) 

74) 'lw6epna hl-'naxpeyk-60~a kaap60 
vife lNOH-brlna-LOC-ASP coat 
.... brouaht the coat to hla vlfe' 

The follovi", .. ntence la an exa.ple of the eelectlon of a non-patient 
direct object feedi", the paaal.e coaatructlon. 

7~) k .. p60 'In •• p.yk-60~lin hi-wiek-e "ay.t 
co.t bri",-LOC-STAT 3HOM-be-ASP voaan 
'The woaan vaa brOUlht a coat' 
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Thua another of the behavioral characterl.tlca of the Nez Perce 

direct object la thst if it I. not a patient or dative loal, Ita 
aeaantlc role will be coded by • verbal aufflx. And for all auch 
e.aaplee there la poaaible a aeDantically eqUivalent (.t leaat rouahly 
ao) atructure where the non-p.tlent la not a direct object. 

3.3.4. Genitive direct objecta. 

Whenever the direct object controla a lenitt.e arlu.e.t, the 
senltlve arluaent beco.ea the direct object. The ooly v.y to avoid thla 
ia by v.y of the .ntlpaaatve, .. io e.a.ple 76 below. Otherviae, if • 
tranaitive conatruction la ueed, the lenitive becoaea the direct object, 
a. In e.a.ple 77. Ita lenitive caae role ia .. rked in the verb by the 
aa.e auffi. that .lao .arka benefactive direct obJecta, and thua exa.ple 
71 c.n alao .ean 'He/ahe brouaht the coat for the vo.ao'. Hote that 
e •• aple 76 doea not ahare thia .. ani",. 

16) hl-'n'.payk-a "ayato;! kaap60 
3NOH-brios-ASP woaan-GEN coat 
'He/ahe brousht the voaa.·a coat' 

71) p'a-'na.payk-a'n~a "ayato-na kaap60 
303-brina-IEN/GEN-ASP voaan-DO coat 
'He/.he brouaht the vo.an'a coat' 
or 'He/ahe brousht the coat for the vo •• n' 

The eelection of non-patient direct obJecta feeds thia oblilstory 
objectification of a lenitive. For e.aaple, in the firat aentence belov 
there is a lenitive arlu.ent in the oblique locative NP. Vere thl. 
locative NP to aelected .. direct object, aa ia the caae I. the eecond 
exaapl., then the lenitive In turn beco ... the direct obJeet. 

78) hi-p'ay-oa ".yato;! 'inflt~ 
3NOH-arrlve-ASP voaan-GEN lndse-LOC 
'He/ahe arrived .t the voaan'. Indl.' 

19) ~-pay-n60-' an-ya 'layato-na 'tnB t 
lo3-arrlve-LOC-IEN/GEN-ASP woaan-OO-- lndle 
'He/ahe arrived at the voaan'a lndle' 

Thus another characteri.tlc of the Nez Perce direct object ia that It 
cannot lovern a lenitive arsuaent. Such a genitive arlu.ent .uat Iteelf 
be aade the direct object, or el.e the antlpa.alve la e.ployed. For 
further detail., .ee Ruda (1986). 

3.1.4. Causatlvea. 

There i. no paraphraatic cau •• tlve In Nee Perce. There i8 In.tead 
a cauaatlve conatructlon .arked by the verbal prefix aep6e-. In it 
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there ls complete clause aerg"r, the subject of the ".bedded predtcate 
being the dtrect object.8 In the c.usattve construction in e ••• ple 80 
the direct object ptt'untne ',id' 18 alao the aubJect of the ... bedded 
intranattive verb lli ',0'. 

80) 'iatway-~ pee-sepee-ku-ye pit'ltnt-ne 'tnftt-x 
old woaan-EIIG 301-CAUSE-go-ASP girl-DO -- lodge-to 
'The old wo .. n ... de the ,irl 10 to the lodle' 

The eabedded predic.te in exa.ple 81 contains the transitive verb ~ 
'eat'. Its subject 18 .ho the direct object (ptc'Untne 'Iirl') in the 
causative conatruction. Note th.t the p.tient ~ 'bread' of the 
eabedded predtcate la not the dlrect object: ita NP la not caae •• rked, 
.nd it hea non. of the char.cteristic. of the N.z P.rc. direct object. 

81) 'i.tv.y-~ pee-sepee-p-e pit'ftnt-ne 'lpee, 
old woun-ERG 3·3-c4USE-eat-ASP lid-DO -- br •• d 
'The old woaan .. d. the ,irl eat the bread' 

The seaanttc r.nge of the Nez Perce dtrect object thus tnclud.s the 
eabeddecl aubJect ln • caus.tlv. coostructtoo. 

3.3.~. Subject to object raislng. 

Verba of cOlnltlon with object comple.ents .re optionally treated 
as transitive in Nez Perce. 10 the fir.t ex •• ple below the verb c6ukwe 
'know' h treated as though it were intransitive, even thou,h it ~ 
object co.pleaent. Nez Perce haa DO indirect diacoura. (for which refer 
to B.3.1. above), .nd this extenda to object co.ple.enU. All lona ae 
object co.pleaenta are aeparate cl.uae. in Nez Perce, they er. tre.ted 
aa direct di.courae, .a in e ••• ple 82 below. 

82) hiaaa hi-c6ukw,,-c-e 'iayat hi-piay-n 
ean lNOH-know-ASP-SGNOH woean 3NOH-arrlve-ASP 
'The aan knowa, "The woean hea arrived'" 

In the followinll: tientence the aaae verb cC.ukwe 'know' occura with the 
same obj"ct coaple.ent as in 82 above. In 83, however, thia .ain verb 
treated as trsnal t1"e (as aarked by the verbal preftx J!!!.- end the NP 
erll:ative suffix -~). Thoulh I have tried to e.ulate the Nez Perce 
structure 1n the transia[lona of 82. etc •• I •• not aware of 801 

sea.ntic difference between the., and consider their contexta to be 
deter.ined by discourse/prai.atic factors. 

113) ha.aa-~~-cukwe-c-e 'iayat hi-pi.y-n 
ean-ERG 3'3-know-AS~-SGNOH voaan lNOH-arrive-ASP 
'The ... n knows her, "The wo.an has arrl ved'" 

When the aain verb in a coaplex aentence with sn object co.pleaent 
happena to be transitive, as 1n 83 above, the verb sireea with the 
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subject ln the co.pl ••• nt. Thla la 111ustrst.d by tbe follov1Di •• s.pl. 
In whlch the "1n v.rb •• pr ••••• d1r.ct object ear •••• ot (v1. tbe plur.l 
prefl. nees-) vlth the plursl aubj.ct tlt§oq.n 'peopl.' 10 tbe 
co.pl ••• nt. And In the dlr.ct dl.cour •• co.pl.aeot tbe v.rb ear •• a vlth 
lta plur.l .ubj.ct by tbe noatnativ. plur.l pr.fl. ~-. 

84) hia ... -.!!!. hl-.!!!!:!.-cukw-c-e ttt6o<jan hi-n-piay-n 
•• n-EIIG 3I1OK-PLD<Hr.DOv-4SP-SGIIOH people lMOtt-PUIOtI-arrlv.-4SP 
'The un knova~, "the people have .rrived·' 

In Nez Perc., aubJ.ct r.laina to dlr.ct object la optional .Dd poa.lbl. 
by de,r.e.. Althou,h the .. In cl.u •• 1. tr.o.itlv. io .... '1 •• 82-84 
.bove, the subject alP in the dir.ct d18cour .. co.pl ••• ot nev.rebel ••• i. 
not c.s ••• rk.d ••• dlr.ct obJ.ct. Thi., bov.ver, poe.ibl. io Mez 
Perce. For •••• pl., the folloviDi •• ot.ac. i. id.otic.l to 83 .bov. 
except for the f.ct that the alP vbich i. tbe .ubj.ct of tbe v.rb ia the 
direct dhcour •• coapl •• eot i. tbere c ..... rked .. tbe direct object of 
the .. 10 v.rb. 

85) hi .... -n. pi.-cukve-c-e 'l.yeto~ bi-piay-o 
uo-EIIG 101-tt_ASP-SGIIOK _uo-l)O 1NOH-arri ve-ASP 
'Tbe uo ko_ tbe WOUD, ·Sbe baa .rrived'" 

With obj.ct co.ple •• ota of v.rba of perc.ptlon tot.l cl.u .. aer,.r 1 • 
• lao .0 option. The •• 10 varb of ,.rc.ptlon, bovever, ia .lv.y. 
tr.n.itlv.. The follovlDi .x •• pl.a lilustr.t •• thi. reDi. of poeslble 
conatructioo.. 10 86 tbe alP 'l.y.t 'vo.an' 1. uHl tr •• ted .. tbe 
.ubJ.ct vlthln tbe dir.ct di.cour.e co.pl.aeot, vbll. io 87 lt i. caee 
aarked •• the dlr.ct of the v.rb io the •• io cuu... 4nd io e ••• pl. 18 
the verb io tbe co.pl.aeot baa beeo no.loaUzed (by -.) aDd tbu. no 
lona.r carr led tao.a nor earea. vlth lta aubject. Ex"pl. 18 1. one 
.yot.ctic cl.u.e. 

86) pee-x-ne 'iey.t hi-pley-c-. 
lo3-aee-4SP wouo lNOH-.rriYe-4SP-SGHOH 
'lle/ahe •• v her, "Tbe __ n 'a errlviDi'" 

111) pie-x-ne ".yato~ hi-pi.y-c-e 
303-aee-ASP _o-DO 1HOH-.rrive-4SP-SGHOH 
'lle/ahe •• w tbe _uo, ·She i •• rriyi ... '" 

118) pie-x-ne 'l.yeto~ piey-o 
1·3-aee-4SP _un-l)O .rriv.-aI 
'1Ie/.he •• v the woaan .rrive'" 

Nez Perce also h.a constructions vhere the sr,uaeots of no.inalizeci 
verbs •• y be ienitiyes. 10 tbe followiac i. an •• a.ple tbe .ubJect of 
the noainaUzed verb .P!!.t 'arrive' i. a ,eoitive .r,uaeot. lut .ioce it 
ia alao the direct object of tbe •• io verb it. MP .uat be c ..... rked •• 
• direct object with It. ,enitlv. at.tu ... rked 10 the .. 10 verb via the 
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aufflx ~ (He U.3.4. above). 

8') pie-x-ne'o-ye 'I.yato-n. pl.y-n 
3o]-aee-GEH-ASP vo .. n-OO-- .rrive-N 
'1Ie/.he •• " the vo .. n' •• rriv.l'" 

Although the.e .t.,e. of cl.u.e .er,er .nd eubject to direct object 
r.i.inc •• y be "optional" in the .en.e that the context i. not entirely 
expl.n.ble by .yot.x/ae .. ntic •• that i. not to aey th.t there 1. no 
deter.inlne context. It i •• ho"ever. not co.pletely cle.r .t thi. ti.e 
exactly "hat di.courae/pr., .. tic p.r •• eter. are involved. 

For Ire.ter detail on the aubJect of co.ple •• ot.tlon 10 Naa Perce. 
lude (l985b) ahould be coaeultad. 

4. Concluaion •• 

Gr .... tic.liz.tion/.ynt.cticia.tion involve •• ore than the creation 
of .ffixes, .ore th.n a chanee fro. lexic.l to Ir .... tic.l 
.eaning/functioo. Of teo. a. io this psper. 'r .... tlc.li •• tioo involve. 
• network of relatlon.hips .nd dependeoei .... ong affixes (and/or "ord 
orden. proeodie., etc.). And thu. the Unsulet i. faced "lth t"u 
proble.s. One i. the de.cription of theae .ynt., •• tic rel.tion.hipa .nd 
dependencie •• the other 1. to aeek .o.e expl.n.tion. In lude (1985 •• 
1'86, etc.) the explan.tion. involve diacour.e/pr.seatlc context. In 
thi. paper I have ende.vored to anre fully deacribe the .ynt.g •• tic 
rel.tion.hlp. that accrue bet"een the Naz Perce direct object .nd it. 
.cco.p.ny1ns Inflection.l .orpholo,y. It ia hoped the reader "ill be 
able to tr.nalate thi. infor •• tion into hi./her o"n preferrad .tructural 
BOdel or for .. li ••• 
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lRe.e.rch for thi. p.per ".a funded in p.rt by • di.sert.tion grant 
fro. the N.tion.l Science Foundetion, INS-83l060. to T. Giv6n .t the 
Univer.ity of Oregon. For the d.t. u.ed in thi. p.per •• peci.l th.nks 
.re due to the Nez Perce .pe.kin, C.yuae eldera of the U •• till. Indi.n 
reserv.tion ne.r Pendleton. Oregon •• nd to "r •• Zel .. "inthorn fro. 
Lap".y, Id.ho. For det.il. of phonetic •• nd phooology .ee &oki (1966. 
1970:Chapter II) .nd lude (1985:13-22). 

2Uixon (1979) coo.ider. three fund •• ent.l kinda of .ubject/object 
arlu.eota: the .ubject of an iotr.naitive verb (S). the aubject of • 
trenaitive verb (A). and the object of • trenetUve verb (0). The Nez 
Perce evidence doe. not .rlue .,.in.t thia. Por et one level of 
structure. n •• ely HP c.ae •• rkine .nd verbel .gree.ent for peraon. Nea 
Perce requirea thia three "ay diatinction. lut •• a "e .h.ll aee. on 
.nother level of .o.ly.i. Hez Perce cl ••• ifie. b •• ic .rgu.ent. on • t"o 
".y -- noein.tive-.ccua.tive ba.ia. 

Also .ee Co.rie (1978). the v.riou. studi •• in Pl.nk (1978). and 
Coore •• n. Fox. and Giv6n (1984) for further di.cua.ion. of er,.tivity • 
The anre .e.entic b •• ed .ctive-.t.tive ,typolo,y is di.cuased in lIianv 
(1976 ). 

3Thi. di.tlnctlon bet"een Intr.naitlve end tr.o.itlve eubjecta i • 
• lso •• intaioed by sever.l beh.vior.l ch.r.cteriatica in Nez Perce 
.ynt.x. For exs.ple. it is .. int.ined in the beh.vior of subjects that 
,overn lenitive .rlu.ent.. The genitive .r,u.eDt i. optioo.lly •• de 
subject in Nea Perce (c.lled "poe.e •• or .. cen.ioo" in the liter.ture of 
Rel.tion.l Gr •••• r). but only in intr.nsitive cl.u.e •• ' In the first 
ex •• ple belo". the verb .sree. "ith pl.t 'f.ther' vi. the 3rd per.oo 
preUx hi-. 10 the next ex •• ple. ho"ever. the verb .sree. "ith ~ 
'our' vi. the 1.t/2nd peraon prefla .- and the plural prefix J!!.- (.ee 
12.1.2.). For further infor •• tioD on Naa Perce geDitive •• aee lude 
(1986 ) • 

• ) hi-pl.y-na n6un-l. pl.t 
lNOH-.rrive-ASP "e-GEN f.ther 
'Our.!!!.!!!!. .rrived' 

b) ~-J!!.-pl.y-na n6uo-i. pl.t 
1/2-PLNOH-.rrive-ASP ve-GEN f.ther 
'~ f.ther .rrived· 

.For thi. per.on .plit in Nea Perce er,.tivity .nd the hier.rchie. 
whIch predict it, .ee Ha"kin.on .nd Hy •• n (1974). Giv6n (1976). 
Sllverateio (1976) •• nd Delancey (1981). 

SA plural direct object .arker like n'ea- i. evidently quite r.re 
In the world'. lansu.,e.. Fr.Jayneier (1985:96). for exe.ple. proposea 
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t"'at ''It t"'e Ilueber of t"'e patient ia .. ncoded in t"'e verbal lIy~te., t"'en 
t ..... ~ubject of t"'e Intranattive will alao b .. encoded by th .... a.e 
device." Nez Perce nees- clearly violatea thia propoaal, a .. it ~ 
encodes subject asr~nt of any kind. In addition, accord ins to 
Frajzynsier ne .. s- should alao .ark plural adjectives. Which, It doesn't. 
Nuaber ... rHIlI in seneral in Nez Perce violatea Frajzynsier a propo.ala 
In that, althoush It I. aarked prl.arily by verbal afflxe., It alao 
happen. to provide the principal .orpholosical distinction for the 
no.lnatlve-.ccuaatlve ba.ls of Nez Perce ayntax. On tbla aubj.ct, .e. 
• 1.0 Durie (198b). 

bWord order never di ••• bisuatea the .sent/p.ti.llt .tatus of 
argu.enta in Nez Perc.. Ill •• entence like 58, thi. i. acco.pll.bed by 
the he.rer'. knowl.dlle of the .... ture of the "oeld. A aelltsnc. Uke 'The 
rope brousht the .an' would not be expre.aed by the sntip ••• lv.. And ill 
• sentence like bO "her. both .rsu.ent •• re equ.lly c.p.bl. of 
• gentlvity. it is cle.r th.t the .Iltip ••• ive con.tructloll 1. due, not to 
the lack of pr.g •• tlc '.port.nc. of the p.tiellt, but ita poe •••• lOIl by 
the aubject. And here asaill, Oil.'. kllo"ledS. of the "orld 
die •• blguatea: 'hi. child' la • aore Ilatur.l .n Int.rpret.tlon than 
'h1& aan'. A senitlve pronoun c.n .lao function to .ho., .,hlcb .r,u."llt 
is possessed .nd thu. the p.tient ill .n .ntlp ••• lv. cOllatructioll, •• ill 
the fo11o"lnl. 

'Ipnl. pl.t hi-'nixpayk-a .1yi'c 
his/her f.tber 3NOK-brinl-ASP child 
'The child brousht bia/her f.ther' 

7The "1", "2", and "3" relation. of Reletlollal Gea ••• r beltn a8 
abstract synt"cttc pri.itives (see Perl.utter (1983-19841). It 1a thu. 
worth noting here th.t the univeraaUty of the "1" relation 1.. not 
supported by the Nez Perce evidence • .,bere • Meparate surfece dative is 
co.plet .. ly lacking. There it .,ould see. re •• on.ble not to pOlltulst .... 
underlying Mtructure for .,hich there i. never any aurf.c ... nlfe.t.tioll. 

aLanguagea which have a syntactic dati ve typically use it to encode 
the subject of the e.bedded predlc.te in cauaative constructions of one 
syntactic clau.e (.ee eoarie (1916). In Tzotzil, juat •• in Nez 'erce, 
there is no oyntactic dative. Nevertheles. the .a.e verbal affill th.t 
occurs in dative/benefactive. ln Tzotzil al~o occur. tn caus.tives (sOle 
Aissen (19al). However, no .uch feature of d.tive/benefactive. c.n be 
found in the Ne& Pe~c:e causative conatruct1on. 
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