
Towards a Salish Etymological Dictionary IV' 
Aert H. Kuipers 

This paper consists oJ> three parts. The first continues "Towards ... 1-1lI,,2 The 
second contains stems limited to CS. The third gives a brief comment on comparative Salish. 

I. 

The PS reconstructions which follow are given in alphabetic order, disregarding 
vowels. Roots beginning with ? are placed at the beginning. 

*?upal to eat. Tw ?upal (mi?upal~:KI I'm eating) Ch ?upAI_ Ti (?~)hal-, hal- -
Th ?upi-. 

·?AlIWa? dam, mussel. Sq s?AlIWa? medium-sized dam, horseclam Cw s?allWa? 
Ck s?axWa Sn s?allW~? Sm s?axWa? Ld s?SXWu? butter clam, dam (generic) - Sh 
s~t'yellWc? Cb s?axWu? 

·cak mother-in-law. Tw ca~ Sh Ic~cck Cb eak (id. of woman) [eaka? 
older sister (of man)) Cv Icick Cr nelci~ m.-in-I. (of man). 

*cuk" to be all there is (left). Ld cukw, cugW_ it is only Tw cuqW only - Li 
cukw be finisbed, stop, quit Sh cukw. 

*c"q' to throw, hit, discard. (cr. also 41.2 'c'''<)') Sq c'aq' get hit Ti cq'- throw, 
cq'~win- discard, throwaway - Sh cq'- throw, hit, c~q'min- throw, discard, cq'cln­
shoal (the Sh forms can reflcct either alternative) [Cb c'q'al'''n shoot, bullet] Cv cq'am 
hit by throwing, cq'minm throw (a rock) Ka cq' hit (of' lightning) [Sp c'q'min throw) 

'cill" waterf'a/l, mountain stream. [Be cal/wm to wade] Sq scal/Wm Waterfafl -
Th nc~xwc~xWpAqs have nose continually running Sh k'w~lcaxwcil/w waterfaII Cr hm­
cexut stream, river. 

·c'i? loot from raid, game bagged. Sq sc'i? loot from raid Cw Ms c'i? id. Ck 
c'i id. - Sh c'i? deer, meat Ka c'u?ulixW deer Sp c'?ulix' id. Cr c'i? id. The root 
may be prescnt in the suffixes '-alc'a? game, meat, '-ic'a? hide (the main products 
of hunting) and in "tix" -e'i kill game. 

'c'ikw (NCS ·c'iwq') elderberry. Cx c'iwq' Se sc'iwq' red e. Sq sc'iw?q' Ck 
s~'iwaq' red e. Sn ~'iw"<)' id. Ld c'ikwikw blue e. Tw c'iqW,qW id. Ch e'kwikw id. [Ti 
sc'ukwanasu thimbleberry] - Sh c'k"ikw red e. Cb Cv Sp c'k"ikW blue e. Cr c'ekw~k". 

'c'al (red.) cricket, grasshopper. Ch c'alasc'alas a small cricket - Sh cilc'l 
cricket Cb c'<:m'c'~n' grasshopper Cr c'{m'c',m' id. Note Ch and NIS I vs. SIS nand cf. 
no. 103.2.1. 

·c'm sharp pointed. Be c'm forefinger Cx c'amal~/c'amAI" id. [Sc sc'umals 
whetstone Sq c'm?al? arrow, [c'm?il thin, flat] Sn ~'m'een arrow, ~'''m'aq~n scissors, 
~'~I)sistaI) get pinched by crab Tw ?asc'am?axWaqs sharp-nose, ?asc'amaxWqad pointed 
head - Li c'am'qsan' sharpen a point Sh c'meqsn- id. Cv c'mc'mipa?txn sharp-heeled 
shoes, [c'mtus sturgeon] Cr c'am be nearly pointed (as footba/l or lemon). 

"c'ay to resound. Cx c'ayc'ay? loud SI ~'aya?na frapper l'oreille (bruit) [Ch 
c'iqi- scream] Ti c'ay- call sb. - Sh c'eyt echo, c'cyqn haye a ringing in one's ears. 

·c'yaqw/c'qWay/c'k-y sapsu<*er, tUcker, woodpecker. Be c'yaaxW Sq c'k-i?qs Ld 
c'~3aq" Tw c'ayaqW Ch sc'~yaqW, sc'~y"<)-, sc'ayaqW - Li c'ak'Wy~qslc\\k-z~qs Th 
c'ck'w:lz'aqs Sh c'qWeqWy"<)s. 
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·hu/any unid. fish. [Cx ?a?ha?nis blueback salmon] Ck huliya humpback 
salmon Sm h:ln,,"' id. Tw h:KIlqW id. (in Ch h. salm. is panc:kw/xwane:k") Sh 
sheny' unid. fish Cb ~anuw' humpback s. 

"kic to reach, arrive. Ti ~c- - Li kicac land (somewhere) Th Sh Cb Cv kic­
Ka Sp Cr ~ic. 

*kalk to delouse. [Cx c'ayft Se c'alft) Sq ~a?/!n - Li kal'kn Sh kelk-. 
'kaw 1\1 far (out on the waterlprairie). Ck cakw be distant Sm ~akw far Ti 

yi~aw (far out all the) ocean Sh k~kcw far, xtkcwltk far out in the wafc'r. 
xkewlx/xkew'lx go where the water is deep Ka ~u?c?u they went far away (-Jl':eu 
open space) Cr ~cgW extend, /!igW go out onto prairie. A conncction with .kaw 11 (no. 
n.O) down is quite possible. 

·k':.c' I to cross, put across e.o. Tw fac\\d crosswise, fac'usad crossbeam, 
?ask':.c'at:.w:.1 hugging e.o. - Li -Jk'ac' put across Sh kc'- put two things crosswise 
[Sp fic'(i) long obj. lies Cr fec' id.J. 

·k'"c' n mosquito, gnat, bug. Cx c'afus mosquito Sc c'..rus id. [Sq f~u~ sand 
flies, no-sce-um] Ld fic'qs mosquito Tw ~ific' id. Ch c'ocqs id., gnat Sh 
kack"cec'wl whirligig beetle Cv kakc'nxk~n woodtick. 

·k'iA' sbort. Be kA'ii Cx flfiA' Ms c'ac'IA' Sn f..r"y'~A' CI fa?yi:?aA.'. 
"s-k'lnk"'u snake. Sq ~Ink"'u a mythical serpent Cw sc'ink'wa lightning monster 

Cb sk'ink'" rattlesnake. 
"k'is bad. [Sq f:$sp'i ugly] Ti fis-/fi~- bad, ha(n)n:\~~'is rain - Li nk'san'k 

mean-spirited (borr. fro Sh) Sh k'ist bad, k'scsq't (heavy) rain Cb k'ast bad Cv k'ast id. 
Ka ~'es id. Sp fs- (c'es-). 

*kwlx spirit power. Be tukwala student of supernatural power, shaman-ta-be [Se 
syaykW! Indian doctor] Ch suff. -ikwlasi/-ikwli~i, .kwls spirit power, "Iakwillix" id.­
Sh t'akwilx shaman Cb Cv ).,'a?kWlIx id. Sp A'c?k"'n~ id. Cr t'e?k"'n~ id. Cf. HE! 
MgWala person with supernatural powers (as ego a sbaman). 

·s-kWayu squirrel. Sce Kinkade 1991:238, 1995:42f 
*k-"I(c'), k-~' to bend, twist. Cx k "Qyic twisted [also c'ayi/!') [Se sc':>\iC') Sq 

k"'uc'un bend in several directions, make crooked Sm sk'wac'al/sk"'a~'t crooked, 
sk'w'll'k'w~'/c' real crooked Tw ?ask'''al bent - Li k'wulc'ilx turn around a bend Sh 
ckwloc' crooked Cv ck"'arc' id. . .. 

"Ik' to tic, bind. Tw Iif-, l..r- - Sh Ik'- wind (string) around Cb I:lk'an tie 
up, I:lk'am arrest Ka If Cv Ik'- Cr lef. 

·Ik- to pluck, pUJ/ out. Tw ?aslik"" it's plucked, y"k'"Qd pu/l/unplug it, 
?asy:.k-anis tooth is pulled out - Cr (uk'" puJ/, pick off strings, fuzz. If one starts 
from an original meaning remove (by plucking or rubbing) then here belong also Cx 
~ak'Wt rub Se y~k"'t id. Sq ?iq'" id. - Sh lk'" - rub off dirt. Cf. also Ld ~"3q'w:KI rub 
about (as two pieces of cloth rubbed together), see also "yu)"'. 

"liq' to bury. Tw ?asliq' buried Ti Jiq'- - Sh Iiq'- Cb Jiq'h:.m:may' tuneral Cv 
IIq'- Ka laq' Sp lsq'- Cr leq'. 

·lixw descend. Sq Iixw faJJ down Ch lixwl_ descend, dismount Sh yx"'-
(yux"') descend Cr dex'" lower, deseend, dismount. 

*1"<) to patch up. Ck t:.qw:\wal patch a canoe - Sh Iq- paste/tack on Cv laq 
mend, patch. 

*laq to land somewhere, *laq-i1x to sit down. Ti teq-, (sqlCqiJ) sb. is sitting 
down - Li 1,,<)- get stuck, land somewhere Sh tcqlx sit down, pl. Cb taqlx sit, get 
up ('asJume a sitting position 'J Ka laq sit down. 



*taq' instruction, knowlcdge. Sq tq'i?s be acquainted with, know how to do Ms 
t\q':>l:>xw know Ck shlq':>laxw/lq'al::>xw id. - Sh t:>q'mntcs instruct. 

*A.'apat cedarbark basla .. t. Cx A.'apat Se A.'apatt Sq A.'pat Cb A.'pat burlap 
sack. 

*A.'aqW/kW spotted. Tw?asA.'~I~w spotted Sh st'uqW spot, stktaqWtut'qW 
spotted, fawn Cb (A.')A.'~k·A.'ak· fawn (spotted) Cv A.'ak·~'akw early fawn. Tw -1- as 
in Ck A.':>l~w under 25.1 t'aqw/kw explode. 

~.':lX fast, quick, swift. Ch A.'QX- - Cb A.':lxt, ~'xatkW rapids Cv Ka Sp A.'axt 
Cr t'al1. Here may belong words for hail: Ch A.'axilqs Ti SA.'cx:>w', with secondary 
labialization due to the suffix Be sA,'xwusmat Sh staxwt'awxlul'se (deviant forms in Ld 
A.':lbxwila Tw A.':>b:lw?iyax). 

"A.'ax-ilx to go upstream. Ti A.'ex-ll- [Li A.'aXil attack] Sh xt'cxlx run 
upstream (of salmon), [t'el11xmns charge at]. 

*m~c'ap bee, wasp. Tw m~'ap bee, ycJlowjacket Sh mac'pe? wasp, 
black jacket Cb m~'p bee. The Sh form contains the suffix -(u)pe? (;Jil, so that an 
alternative reconstruction is 'm~c'-up(-a?), 

'm:ll- hcmloek/balsam tree. Ck m:>l:>mQtp westcrn hemloek Li m~!fntp 
balsam tr~ Sh mlentp id. Cb m~rlmtp id Cv m~ritp id. 

*m~lkw/qW to twist, tangle, spraill. Tw ?asbul?uqW tangled up, pinched 
bibul?uqW twist, bul?uq~:>d his foot is caught on st. - Li m\l!-. m!ukW- sprained, 
disloeated Sh (c)mlokW out of joillt, mlkw_ disloeate, sprain (w. retracted suff.) Cb 
m:lr'kw id Deviating forms for sprain in Sq I.d p':>tq'W_ Ch p'ay~-- Cv mlq-. 

"mall1w/x" naked. Ch m:ll;\xW_ undress, mahll1w naked Cr milx·. (Cb 
ktmalxw source not found). 

's-mutac woman. Ti swiMc, dim. swuwilutee - Li smulae. 
"mat'ay/t'amay horse clam (is>snaii) sec Kinkade 1990:201 (+So st'amyeeq). 
*m:lx(-ay'a) ccdarbark baskct. Sm mahay' loose-weave basket - Sh mim'x 

large ccdarbark basket, mxexye? (smaller) basket [Cv mxitp cedar] Cr mimslmins 
box. 

°naqas one. Tw naqas; naq:lnaqs alone - Cb naqs one. 
*naw-ilx to run. Ti nenegil (;'neg) - Sh newlx Cb naw'alx, Here probably 

belongs IS *naw wind blows. 
'paqw/kw to spi/I, pour (ef. 3.4 paq'j. Se p:lqWs fall overboard Ch p:>qW spill -

Li p;\kWan id., (p'ukwun pour solids into st.] Th pakWtcne dump out Sh pkw_ pour dry 
substances, seatter Cv pkw_ drop pL obi, pile up, p/p'kwmin pour solids Ka pkw_, pukw 
pile, sow, etc. 

"s-pl-uein mouth, edge. Tw sp:>lucad edge of canoe or tub Ti sh:>lucfn mouth 
- Sh splucn id. [Ka splim'c:m id.j 

'pal thin, flat (cf. 5.5 ·p'i/al). Be Iplii thin Se spatxan tidcflats, prairie Sq 
spalxn f7ats, flatland Cw spalxan id. Ld spalxad tide/marsh f7ats [p'flid t7attenj Tw 
sp:>lxad marsh, swamp Ch patl1n swamp, vallcy Li. spal:>m prairie, flat land, 
palan spread berrics to dry Th pey'es spread (eg. berries to dry), ;'peyaq' spread out 
Sh pcl- id, spclm prairie Cb p:>1 flat Cv piJ flat, spilm flat country Sp pil thin Cr 
spflem level land. 

'pul to tip ovcr. Cx palm fall down Sq paym fall overboard Tw pula\, ?aspu\ 
tipped over Ti ..Jhul: chu?li I tip over - Sh pul- put upside down, xpulkwe capsize 
Cb oapulkw:>n tum st. upside down, napul'lkw capsize, 

"s-palan skunk. See Kinkade 1991:238. 

"pisa? small animal (bird, insect). Ch pc:sao bug, insect, worm, pc'sa, liale 
birds, psayqs mosquito, pasao monster (FB evil spint, gnat) [Sh pap'l?se snake, 
p"plp'?csc worm, caterpillar] Cv p:>p~asp:>s baby chicks. 

"pat to arrange, line up, splice, spread. Tw ?aspat it's all in a row, 'Iasptpat it's 
all spread Ollt (eg. haylelothes in a neld), patayas- look, paHya?iq" gr. gr. 
grandparent/child, p:>t- tic, wrap Ch patak W cover, wrap, pat- stick on Sh pt­
spread out (as blanket), pet- splice (rope), take after (parent). 

'px/xp to comb (out). Be px/xp run wet string between thumb Ilnd fordlngcr 
to squeeze the water out Ld ~pac~pa3 a comb Tw p~:>n id. Ch Mpayi- comb hair -
Sh pix- unravel Cv pixm wool combing. 

*p':10 besides, para lie!, straight. Sc p'anqi\t put parallel Sn "anesat straight, 
e':>n'c?s:>t steer (car. boat) Ch p'~n- ncar, beside - Sp "p'in long objects lying on Ihe 
ground, hcnp'ncw's planked bridge Cr p'en pl. long objects lie. 

'p'as flat. Tw ?asp'as it's flat, thc swelling has gOlle, p';\sas id. - Sh cp'es 
nat, p'ases id. [Cb pas flat, low). 

*p'uq" unid. plant. Ch p'uqWa? red-flowcring currant, wild blue currallt - Sh 
sp'uqWy' ullid. shrub (silvery, small white berries). 

'qal spring (salmon). Cf. 12.6. Ti qe(?)I~w' Chinook salmon - Th sqcycytn 
salmon sp. Sh sqle\tn salmon (gen.), sxqel'qltmx summer, pasxqel'qltmx June. 

'qa?t/qaht ofI'spring. Ti ;'qehat: isqehat your (adult) children - [Sh qalm!n 
parent] Cv qa?t- children of, qa?tilmixwam children of the chief 

'qas 10 scratch, tickle. Tw qas~d scralch iI' Ti "qas scratch Sh q:lsqis-
tickle, q:>sqsep itch Cb q~san scratch (an itch) Cr qes scratch with nails. 

*qasa/i? uncle. Ld qsi? Tw qasi Ch qasi? Sh mcqsc? woman's fathcr?s 
brother Cb qasa? mother's brother. 

*qayl1 to err, fancy, be drunk, crazy. Sm qay:>xq:m to lie, tell a made-up story 
- Sh qyex drunk, eqyl1qin crazy, qyey'x make a mistake. 

"q':lp firewood. Cx ?itq':>p gather firewood Se ?it'q'p id. Ch ?ite' id. Ti q':>/ep 
(fire)wood - Sh tq'cpm gather flrewood. 

"qWtat animal fat, grease. Tw qWtal deer or elk fat [Ti q";;qWtin fat, grease) -
Sh qWtet id. 

*(s-)q'·su? bundle. Ld q'Wsu? gathered at waist Sh sq'Wsu? bundle [Cv 
q~:>sq'was meadow hay (gathered in sheaves? AK) Sp q'Wus bunched, gathercd, 
puckered Cr q'Wesu bunch. 

'q'Wax• skinny. Ti q~axW_ - Li sq~axW Sh q'·exwt. 
*sa/it' to sniff. Ld sit'qs:lb - Sh sat'ns. 
"saw to whisper. Sn sakWaqsa, saw'q~I)' Ld s~gWq_ Ch sakw_ - Cb suw'suw'ilx 

Cv sw'ncut Sp sw'(i). 
·six to move (from one place to another). Ck six- [Ch sayx- replace) - Sh 

sfx- Cv slxlx. 
*tum-a? mother, aunt. Ti duw:> mother (of female) - Sh tum'e, t:>tum aunt 

(mother's sister) Cb Cv Ka Sp tum' mother (of female). 
*stinws cedar rope used for sewing up baskets. Tw stldawas - Sh stin:>stn. 
*!axwae chest. CI) taxWc - Li !:lx·ac, suff. -axwac Cv -axwek Ka Sp -axwe~. 

(Haeberlin 277 quotes Sh tk'mexWck collarbolle, tk'melas brcastbo4(:; for the former I 
recorded c'cwe, for c/lest, breast only suff. -(e)las). For IS final k cf. 21.2. 

*t'ik'W/q'W muddy (water). Tw ?ast'ik- muddy, bit'iY:lk'w (water) gets dirty -
Sh xtiq'Wns make muddy, xtaqwtiq~ dirty, muddy (of water) Cv nt'iq'W muddy water. 

's-t'ul mule deer. See Kinkade 1991235. 



"t'3m (in name of) gooseberry. Cx t'am?x" Se st'amx' Sq t'am?x·' Ld t'~bx" 
Tw t':lb?:lx" Ch t'am:lx" - Cv nt'it'mlps (-Ips neck) Sp nt'et'ml'ps. 

"t'ana? ear. Ti t'3n! - Li ~::\na? Th ~:cn'i Sh t'cne Cb !'Iina? Cv t'lna? Ka Sp 
t'cne? Cr t'lnc? 

"t'ap to tip over. fal/. Tw ?ast'3p its upside down, ?ax' t':lp3S laying down on 
stomacb, face down, upside down, [t'ap:ldltp'3d sleep] - Cv t'ppusnt fal/ on one:~ 
face, nt'pqsam tip ones bead [Cr t'ap jump aside]. 

"t'aqa? salal/grouseberry. See Ki 1995:37. 
"t'uq'" down featbers. Ld st'u?q'" Ch st'uq'" - Sh stuq'''. 
*s-t'3wi skin. Be st'winlic' any trcebark Ti st'c!gi - ESh st'wi? (WSh t'en'wn, 

a possiblc inversion). 
*waC?) to sing loud. hol/er. SI w"wam chanter d'unc voix forte, Ld wa?a 

sound of a baby crying - Sh wewm hollcr [Cb wwaw:llx speak, talk] Ka Sp we? 
holler Cr wi? cry out, maul. 

*wa/ina1w hom, antler. Sc sW:lna?:lw Nk wc!new Ld gWada?kw Tw wooa?w Ch 
winaw' (also wedge) - Th Sh Ok w:maw cbisel (Boas). 

*wis high., abovc. Tw (?)wis higb Ti gis up, above - Sh wist high [Cb Cv 
wlsxan long Ka wis long] Sp wi~- stand up, nwist it's up bigh Cr g"is be bigb. 

*s-xanx rock, stone. Ti ~cn~ - Th Sh sxenx Ka Sp s~enl. 
*x/bw dry. Sq sbw? dried salmon backbone [Ld ~ab(a) dry] Ch bpi (get) 

dry Ti ~ag" dried (preserved) food - Sh l1cwt dry, sl1wum dried meat [Ka l1am' 
dry]. 

*x:lyt fore, front, first. Sc ~:lyt bow of boat Ld ~:l3t id., front - Sh x:lx?lt 
scout, spy, sx?itmx elder ,.ibling Cb scx?it first, xi?tus ahead. forward. lead. be in 
charge, SX:I?It:.x· oldest Cv x?it first, best, top, xa?tus leader Ka ~i?lt be first Sp ~it 
first, ahead. before Cr ~i?t be tlrst, oldest. 

*xwa light of weight. Be x"aaxwi Cx Se x"ix"x"a Sq ?a?x"a Ck xWax"c Sn 
x""x"ew"?xW,,? Ld x"a?a?xWa? Tw sx"ak"k" breath, nisx"ak"kw lungs (x" corr. fro k"') 
Ch x"e?k'" (vx"lk"') Ti cx"a?x":I? [Li sx"ak":lk" heart, feelings, mindj Sh 
x":lk"x"ck" Iigh.t(weigbt), sx"ek":.k" lungs. cr. QUI x"6?w Iight(weight). 

*l1an to get hurt. Tw ?asl1:\daq" sore, its hurt Sh l1ene be hurt Cb 
l1a1numt gct burt. 

*lfat (red.) duck. See Kinkade 1995:38. 
*jf"/x"y(l) debt. Ch 11"1- owe, be in debt Sh x":lx"yeywt (red. of 

x""xwyewt) a loan, credit Cv x"lx"i1t debt Ka xulx"lIt ill. 
*lI'''ay/lal1'' to laugh. Ch lalI"a- - Sh jf"y"l1eye (pI.) Ka l/"a:"l1e?ci (pl.) Sp 

l1"a?ll"?cy (pl.) Cr l1"ad be comieal, be amused laugh. 
*jf"iA' to ~ver, break (as branches, wood). Cx l1"aA't cut off (as branches), 

l/"ul/"aA' cedar makes, [l1"aA'igao half full] Se s"lI'ul/":lA' plank, make [Sq l1"IA'wit be 
half full] - Sh l1"lt'- crack (branches, wood) Cv l/"iA'- break Sp l1"iA'A'A' sound of 
cracking sticks. 

*\'yu an edible root. Ti sl1cyu/:lw camas root (vl1ay sharp edge/point) - Sh 
I'yu chocolate tips (v\'y stinging, hot, angry). 

*yuA' to rub. Sq yaA'q'an rub, paint Ck y"A'q't rub Nk y6A'on id. - Sh yt'­
rub, serub, ylit'- make smooth ESh xy!'el:lstn a brum [Cb yaA'Usn marpcn (blade)J. CS 
also has forms with I: Sq yulk"- Ld 1!:l3q'W Ch y:ll'l!-. 

*y:lm infirm, sad Cx 1im~in lame Se syamiw8n sad. sorry, lonesome, sY:lmlt 
hardly able to [fw yab:lq'-/y"b:lt'- entangled, tied up Ch Y:lmt'- twisted. wrapped 
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arollndj Sh ymtnem sing a lovesong, ESh "sing the blues" Cb y:\m:lm old 
(person), y,sm'yam't difficult Cr dem be very old 

*yman bird's nest. Be ?imanta - Li z:lman eagle:. nest, aerie Cr dlmfne? 
*yax long. Tw yaJ- - Sh yext [Cb Y:lxy6xlps sage hen]. 

II 

Thc etymologies which follow arc limited to CS. Two lists are given, the first 
eontaining items that are all-CS, the second items limited to Central Salish but 
occurring both in Ti and in languages from Sq (inclusivc) northward. In list I forms 
with I!, I!' for which no cognates with k, k' are availablc are listed in the alphabetic 
place of k, k'. 

List L 

*?alix sibling/cousin of opposite sex. Se ?ali~ bro., si.. first cousin Sq ?6yi~ 
sibl./cous. of opp. sex Cw ?C!I:I~ sibling [Ck lxW?c!I:lx sl-in-Iaw Sn ~x"?C!las woman?s 
id.] Ld ?alJ sibl./cous. of opp. sex Tw ?ali~ younger sibl. of opp. sex Ti ?C!Ii~ man's 
sister. Cf. QUI ?a:lis "cousin" (term used by women for all relatives). 

*?atlfan downstream (area). [Be ?aalft upsream area, cf. ?ull1t go upriveij Sq 
?atl1an Ld ?6tlfad Tw ?atlf8d [fi ?etlfc!nnc!tbn Garibaldi, north, ?c!tlfan good wind. 
blowing io the south from Columbia r.]. 

·?asx" seal. See Kinkade 1991 :238, 
·?itk'/q'''P to gather firewood Cx ?itq':lp Sc ?it'q'p Ch ?itl!'. Cf. *q':lp in list I. 

Initial ?i- is limited to CS. 
*?alfic to lie down. Be slficta bed Cx ?lilfis Se ?6lfic Sq ?al1lc Ck ?C!:lf:l~ Tw 

?alficn:lx· (imp.). 
*?:lY good ex ?ay? Se ?iy Sq Cw ?:lY Sn ?ay' Ld ?i?ab wealth Tw ?ay Ch 'lay 

Ti ?iy:\?iya allright. 
·cu to go. Cx su Sc cu Ti cukw_, cuye-. 
*cak" to put, place. Cx s:lk"anal!:lm sit down Se cak~:\n:lm go and 'stand on 

sf. high Ch cak"l- lie down, alilo in derivatives for dim, pan, cradle, cupboard. 
·cal'at lake. Be cat Cx sa?yat Se cal'at SLd cal:lt (caIat Big Lake) CI cay?,,' 

Ch cala?t Ti ce?la/et-. Cf. KW A 3:I?18:I (? V3t spread out'). 
*cam two. Cx sama twice Se cama ill., camlc'a two (animals, pieces of cloth) 

Sq cam?a twice, camyas two days, cam?il! two hundred Ck ~c! twice, s$:lm:$lts 
7'uesday Sm S:lgC twice CI c:lr.ptnat Tuesday Ld c» Tw cab- Ch cam- Ti cuw-!caw-; 
cuwx" twice. 

·cum eyebrow. ex sUman Se cacuman Sq cumn Cw §lim:ln Sn ~r.pn Ld' 
cuOOd Ch cumay'is. 

*ciq" to dig. Sq ciq"- Cw ~iq"- Ck ,fyaq"- Sn $i?q"-/$:Iy'aq"- Ld ciq" Tw cfq"­
Ch elq"i-. Cf. no.33 *ciq; forms with q are found in Be Cx Se and in Sq ciq stab. 

*cataw red cedar. Be cactawtp Ch catawi [I'i datagi]. 
*cax" to poke. ex S:lX"t stab Se cax" poke, stab Sq cax" get hit Ch clx"i-. ?Cf. 

W AK c'ax" poke, stick into. 
*s-(c)lfal-m sword fem. See Kinkade 1990:202. 
·c'o? (in words for) seven (poss. to point). Cx c'u?l!is (?cf. c':lmal:!lc'amAl:l 

index fingef') Se c'Ul!is Cw Sn ~'a?k":IS CI c'u?k"s (deriv. base c'a?kWs-) Ld c'u?k"s Ch 
c'ups-. 



.c'ikW/c'iwq' elderberry. Cx c'iwq' Se sc'iwq' Sq sc'iw?q' Cw ~'fw<K!' red elderb., 
~'fk":lkw blue e. Sn c'iwaq'Ld c'fkwikw blue e. Tw c'iqWfq" id. Ch c'k"ikw id. Cf. no. 41 
• c'ik"-a? Icf't side, where only Ch has c'fwq'-. Cf. QUI c'iw6:k" elderberry. 

·c'ak"a? an edible root. See Kinkade 1990:202. . 
·c'al to twist, spin. Cx c'~yi~ Se c'al~at Tw bic':1lapi?as dizzy Ch c'al:1p. 
*c'ap' to insult, derange, interrupt. [Be c'p stuck, blocked] Sq c'ap'- derange, 

interrupt CI c'apt bother Ld c'ap'(a) ill-bred, insulting Ch c'ap'ac disgrace. disgust, hurt 
feelings, elC. 

·c·ixw five. Be' c'ix" Tw Ti c·x"as. 
*c'ill sand, gravel(bcach}. Be sc'il1 sand, gravel. [sqc' id.] Sq c'al1t gravel beach 

Cw C'lfat id. Sn ~'lIit beach, ~'~'l1it beads Tw c'allat sand Ch c'alfc?s id. 
• haq" to smell. Cx Se Sq Ck Sn Ld haqW Tw saq" Ti ta?qW_ stink. 
·kape uncle, aunt. Cx l!aps Se l!ape Ck xca~ Sn sel!s CI cal!c Tw l!ap Ti l!ec 

aunt. '[be word probably contains the a-form of *kwup- no. 77, add cognates Be 
kuk"pi grandfather, kuuk"pi grcat-grf. Cx k"upa? grf. Tw k"upic master Ch l!up'a 
gr.f. Cz k"upa? id, Li k"uk"pay' chief Th kWupay'/z' manage Sh kWupy master (of 
dog). Ch has the addresss form ca?pa grandfather, thesc forms may be connected 
with Sh wl-k"upy/wl-ke?pe, a 2nd pers. pI. address form (used in stories only) where 
wl- cxpresses the collective plural. The suffix -c may be hypocoristic, cf. its use in 
words for husband derived from words for man, eg. Ch swtiqa§ (§<c) besides swf:qa, 
also in *k"tame (see below). 

·l!iJ?ut to stcal. Cx l!~w?ut SI l!awt Se l!al'u! Tw l!f1a?uI, bil!fl!a1ud breaking 
into the house [Ti da ~al:l?at he stole it, Boas CV "sl!a1aot"~ 

*l!am' to cover, fold, close (mouth). Sq l!:lm?us come together, mcct; double Sn 
x"l!am'snak"al meet Tw ?asl!abus folded, l!:lbUsad fold/double it Ch l!~ml(it)n cover, 
l!am'!nalm close mouth. 

*l!an three. ex Se l!an- Sq l!anat Tw Ch l!an- Ti l!encit. 
*l!it older close relative. Se l!i~t older sibling Sq !!i?!!t father, parent's sibling 

Ch l!it'u- older brother. 
*s-katx"n black bear. See Kinkade 1991:233. 
*kawax wife. Sq l!ua! Nk !!(a)wax Ld !!ag"as/l Tw !!u?wal Ti l!ag"al. The 

root ·kaw is all-Salish (no. 72) but the extension -ax and the meaning wife are CS. 
Poss. the same extension in brother-in-law Cx Se ~gmal Sq ~mal I.d ~abas. 

*(s-)k"'ut-a?I-ui leaf of tree. Sq s~uta? Cw sc'ale? Sn ~'a~'la? Ld ~utay, 
~u?tac maple leaf Tw q"'itu?ay Ch k~toy', k"'ulwi'l- maple tree Ti ~it:lw', ~il:l?:IS. 

*k'am beaver. Be k'manwaslk'amwas young beaver Sc sk'aml (borr.) Ch ~am­
aq beaver castorium. 

·k'an shake, tremble, shiver. Be k'nm Ld ~:ldab Tw ~ad- Ch ~an·-. 
*k'ipt red elderberry. See Kinkade 1990:202. Besides the WAK forms quoted (ibid. 

203 fil.) QUI c'iba:? elderberry is reminiscent of the Salish word. 
·~say'l fir/cedar wood, log, stick. Sq ~say? Douglas fir Cw c'sey'l fir, log, 

wood Sn ~sey' D. fir Ld ~say'l spearpole. stick of firewood Tw ~~si cedar wood 
Ti y:1~si fir tree. 

~ayuya twins. Se ~iy~iyuya Sq (s)l!'iuy Cw sc'iyaya Sn ~ayaya? Ld 
~fyuya'l Tw Ifl'luyab Ch ~iyuya'l [Ti Ifiyuc son, male offspring]. 

·k"ac name. Be skwac- (to) name, sk"acta name Ch kWaclli- be named, called, 
skWact name. Cf. 78.2; in IS a form with c only in Li. 

·kWal to divide, split. Be k"l crack, split Sq kWal!! split open Ld sk"ait fishtail 
Ch kWal_ divide. 

·k"im blood, red. Be mukw red Cx k"amiws red cod/snapper Sc kW:lmim red 
Sq kWamkwim id. Ck ckwi:m id. Sn nakwim id. Ti gukfw blood (redupl.) . 

·kw -tam-c husband. Be kWtmc Sq kWtams Tw kWatabac. Cf. no. 17.1. 
*k -utll halibut. Se s~utll Sq si!a?tll Sn §atll Sm sa(?)tlf Ld sl!utll Tw s!!utall 

Tenino Ch "sk otxa". 
*k"'uk'" skunk cabbage. See Kinkade 1995:36. Cf HEI k"'k"'ukow HAl k'k·uk .... 
*k"'al to spill. Be Cx Sc Sq HI k"'al Sn Sm kWal' (kW sic) Ld k"':l1 Tw ?ask"':il 

Ch k"';\I-. 
*kowax to count. ex Se k"'aSt Sq k"'Jat Ck k"'xe(:)m Sn k"'salJ Ld kOW:l! Tw 

k":ll- [Ch k""an-] Ti "k"'ax". 
*k"'u/axWani? clam sp. See Kinkade 1990:202 . 
*Iak' full, to fill. Be ?allik' Cx y~ Se 1~/la~ Sq y~/yilf- Ck lac'-Ilic'- Sn 

1~'/le~'- Ld I~ Ch 1~lIalf- (pl. Iilf-). 
*Iam to thump. CX yamt kick Se lamt id. Sq lami?n make bumping noise Ch 

lam:lkw- hum, rumble. thump. 
*Iaq to buy. Cx yaqt Se sliq what one buys Sq liq receive at potlatch Ck 

'Ielqels. ?i1aqat Sn laq sell, ?i1aqat buy Tw ?asl~ bought Ch laq. 
·liq easy. Cx yiyqit cheap Se lillq easy, cheap Sq liI'1q id. Ck lilaq Sn Iilaq 

Tw liq Ch Iiq-
*liq" calm, no wind. Se IIqWil [Sq yaq"'] Cw sJiq"al' Sn sliqwal Ld IIq"iJ Ch 

*tik' to cut, sharp. [Se lac'-] Sq li~ be cut, falftn knife Ck tlc'at cut Ld ti~(i) 
cut w. knife Tw I~ cut Ch I~ sharp. 

*s-Ian-ay? woman. [Cx lan?am weave] Se sianay. [Ian'- weave] Sq slanay'l, 
[I:ln?t weave] Cw stenay? [Ck li:lt weave] Sn slcni? [Ian'at weave] Ld sf:iday' Tw 
sladay Ch lanay'-, suff. -In'. 

*Iall- to spit. Be IlfWta Cx Mlf"t spit out Se lallWt spit on/out, lallWat stick out 
tongue Sq lall"n spit at, tlfWut spit out Cw !lIwat Sn lalf":;)t remove from mouth [Tw 
Ipix W ab] Ch Iall" a- vomit. 

*l'al I. to crackle, pop, 2. a plant providing berries or seeds. Sq l'ikWn? 
bearberry Ck sl':1laq'" chocolate lily, l'jk'l kinnikinnick berry, also pea. bean Sn 
l'liqWatp yarrow Ld l'alll pop, crack, l'alllull! cranberry (ealled so because they pop) 
Tw l'alll- pop, crack. sl'aillulas cranberry, sl'alllu?alsi cranberry/Labrador tea plant 
Ch l':lI:lqw_ crackle, pop, burst, l':1ll1in red elderberry. 

*s-l'lu'lm cockle. See Kinkade 1990:202 (corr. Cx lfY?:lm). 
·l'at bitter, salt. Cx Se Sq l'alm Cw l'e!am Sn l'cl:llJ Ld Mlab Ch l'al bitter. 

sour, salt Ti l'a?(:l)1 bitter. 
*l'amaq' yew. Sq l':lmq'ay'l red hardwood Sn l'alJ'q'il~ Tw l'abaqay (q sic) 

Ch l'amq'l Cf. KW A l·amq'. 
·l·uk'" high. Be l'uk' Ch l·uk .... 
*l'ap deep, under. Cx Se l'ap Sq l·p-. l'apat lower st. Sn l':li! Ld Tw Ch l'"p 

Ti l·ah. Of IS only Li and Th have this root. 
*l'aq to go outside. Se l'<K! Ch ~'<K!f. 
·l·aq·an sec *q·(y)al·an. 
*makan testicle. Be maka Sq ma!!n Ck metal (and suff. -Cc:ll) Ld Tw bal!ad 

Ch ma~ini-. ? Cf Sh mck'p id. 
*mak- to eat. ex mak"t Ch m:ikwa- put in mouth. chew. 
*mak'" corpse. ex mak"'a grave Se smak"'a Sq smak"'a?al graveyard Cw 

lmak"'ela id., cmemak"'e funeral Ch mak"'t, sa?ak""t funeral, suff. -ak"'t. 



*mik'WI salalberry. See Kinkade 1990202 
*ma/ulqW to mix. Be maliix Cx miq'~l1x"igast mix up Sq malq", [mlmilc get 

mixed up Ck mamfl~e' be mixed uP. eonfused] Sn malak'at, [milecat] Ld baluq"(u) 
mi.n'd/messed uP. entangled Tw bul?uqW~"d foot is tangled in st. Ch muluk"i- go 
crazy. get drunk, etc. 

·m<ll(al)us raccoon. See Kinkade 1991237 IS only Li, Th. Cf HEI mayas. 
·man fathcr, *mana child (offspring). Be man, mna Cx man, ma?na Se man, 

m:\na Sq man, man? Cw mcn, man'a Sn men, rpnao I.d bad, bada/b;ld,,?, Tw bad, 
b:\da Ch man'!m:m' (both:) offspring Ti wuwa father of female, muman boy between 
2 and 14. 

"s-man(i) stone, mountain. Be smt mountain Se smanit id. Sq smanit id., 
smant stone Cw sment id. Sn sl)enat Ld sbMii/t mountain Tw sbadid id. Ch manici­
id. 

°maqin hair (on head). Cx Se maqin Ms me<pn Ti waleqin. IS only Li. 
*maqsn nose. Be maaxsa Cx m5qsan Se mags:\n Sq Cw magsn Sn I)ags::m Ld 

b:\qsad Tw baqs:\d Ch m:\qsin Ti w:lqs:\n. IS only Cb. 
*mu?« waterfowl. HI (Chehalis) ma:qW Sn ma?aq" CI muOagW Ld bu?qW Tw 

bu?qW, buqwula Dixon white-winged scoter Ti na~wu?qW a sea duck (ilOt eaten) (the 
latter not to the etymon loon Kinkade 1995:32). 

*maqWam NCS swamp. SCS fic/d, meadow. prairie. Se maq"am swamp Sq 
maqWam id., moss Cw maqWam id. (for moss cf. *qWaym) Sn maq"a!) swamp Ld 
x"baqWus prairie, fiC/d. xWbaqWabus meadow Tw baqWab prairie, ficld Ch maqWam­
prairie. 

*m:lq'W to swallow. Cx mag'Wt Se maqMt, m"q~:\m Ch maq". The all-Salish 
root *q'm/mq' is used in Sq HI Sn Ld. 

"m-?us face, head. Be musa [ace Cx m5?us Se ma?us head. m<l?ustn face Sq 
sm?us face Tw bus id. Ch emus (Tenino Ch samus) id. Ti wus. id. 

*maskum' mink. See Kinkade 1991236. 
"m:ls:ln gall. Cx molsan gall-bladder Se mas;m Sq masn Cw m:\san Ch mas:\ntn. 
*mu?tlmut'lhum' blue grouse. [Be muxwmukWt] Se hum hum Sq mum?tm Cw 

mi:t' Sn I)i?at' [Ld Tw sb5k"'bak'"] Ch mo?m. Cf. QUI hibhib grouse. IS only Li Th. 
'Ibis sound-imitative name has various forms in CS;' the reduplication type is no 
reason to regard the Sq word as a borrowing from Li (thus Ki 1995:34) as it is 
found in CS as well (Sq t'ut'lm flea, sk'"uk"'c tail Sn ~'a~'ja leaf. etc.); the IS name 
of the bird is *S:lsuq'" (no. 50.1, see also Ki 1995:3~f.). 

*m<lxk'/kn (head}louse. Sec Kinkade 199532. 
"(s-)mayac meal. Cx m:\~as Sq smic Cw smaya~ Ck smcya~ deer Sn sm~y:l~ 

meat, deer Sm smal<lyis/~ id. Ld bayae/biae Tw bayac, suff. -abac body, skin Ti 
wiyee belly. Cf. HEl mias meat, flesh. 

*I1am to throw. Cx na?mas throwaway Se n:lm?as id. Ch nam- throw(?). 
*s-P:l1!u? watertight basket. Cx pQC'u? Se sp;\cu? Sn spea? Ld spacu? Tw spQC'u 

Ch spQC'u? cooking basket. Cf. QUI pikW6? watertight basket, KW A pku? id., pku?s~m 
cedar root hat (-s~m round obj.). 

*Pk'/p'k mosquito. Be pk'm Ch p'aec:wqs. 
"pal crane. Cx pal? Ch pOllwe:-. The comparison is doubtful; ef. also Cw spOlIa I 

crow (one Ck alternative is spa:I). 
*pall to be split, come apart. Cx pax to tear Se p:lX burst, pall'at tear up Sq 

?:lspxatm tight, not reaching (around) Ld pall' spread apart (of things untied) Ch polXC 
split, LCh pall'cn id. [Ch p:Sx- pierce, go through]. 
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"p'ak" to float. Cx p'ak"s noat up Se p'ak"tn t70ater Sq p'akw_ Cw sp'ap'ckw 
Sn sp'ak"OlI Ch p'uk"'-. 

*p'al conscious, sober. Sq p'aj sober(ed up} Tw p'alil regain consciousness, 
p'alildaxw he's sober now, ?asp':\t smart, wisc Ch p'aluxw come back to life, come to. 
Here may belong Sn p'at hatch, come out o[ egg Ld p'jus<lb fix/comb hair. 

"p'an (w. suff. tree) vine maple (?).' Bc p'anilp green/mountain alder Sn 
p'eyna?etp vine maple Ch p'anin" id. The Sn form is borrowed from an unknown 
source. 

·p'a/uqW gray (not of hair), [aded. [Cx p'uq"') Sc p'uqWum Tw ?asp'aqW faded. 
pale color, light brown (horse) Ch p'aq" gray, light color. 

"p':lsq>W/k'" to squeeze. Se p':>sq'Wat crush Sq p':lsk"'- squeeze, [p';\lq'w_/p'alq'W_ 
sprain] [ Ld p'asq'"/k"'- joint, P'<ljq'W_ sprain] Ch p'"sq"'- sprain. 

·p':lway' flounder, (halibut). Be p'wi halibut. Cx p':\gay? id. Sq p'uay? black­
dotted flounder Ck p'Olwi flounder, halibut Sn p'''wi? flounder Ld p'uay?/p'uway? id. 
Tw p'away id. Ch p'away. Cf. KW A p'o:?i. 

*q<ll bad. [ex qay? die] Se qOllqOllmut weak, qalatilm be sick Sq Cw qay Sn 
q:lla?~ blunt-edged, q:lliima untidy Ld Tw q:ll:Sb Ch q:l(;\m. In IS only Li ·lb. 

"qal water. Be qia, smqla be thirsty Cx qfy?awus tears Se q:Slus id. [Sq 
sqWuqWI? small quantity of water (pond, bucket), qWulacf?m scoop up water w. hand.~l 
Cw c/tqa:l<I bc thirsty Ch qa:?, qal- Cz qal? Thc Sq forms with u may be due to 
,Iqwu (as in Sq nqWu?us fears). 

"qiw?lI' steC/head. Cx qiw?lI' Sc sqiwll' Sq sqiw?lI' Ms qe?wll' Ld Ch qiw'lL Cf. 
KW A gl/wa, gyull'w NOO qe:'waH (Sapir). 

°qax much, many. ex Se Sq HI qall' Tw qall'- Ch q:lll'. 
*q:lYx to swish around. sway. [Sc qill'it slide down, tr.] Sq qil/it sway, tr. Ch 

qiyl1- swish around. 
"qayall'n shadow. Sq qln?qn?xni Ck q:>yqayll':lla Ch qaqayaxn. 
"q'al to believe, convince, fool sb. Cx q'aq'iya?naq fool sb. Sc q'aq'lnaqt id., 

sq'allt believe Sq q'al? be convinccd, agree, nq'iq'\s to fool sb. Ck q'a:1 believe, 
q'<llstaxW deeeive, fool Sn q'el' belicve Ld q'al convince, fool Tw ?ask'al believe, sk'al 
faith, biq'i?qlt fool sb. Ch q'al get "hoodooed". 

*q'aj sweet. Se Ch q'Olt. 
"q'a)..' cloud. Sq sqa)..' Ld sq'a>"'ab Tw sqa>..' Ch q'a>..'-. Sq and Tw have 

deglottalized C, before a glottalie C2, as is obligatory in Sh, common in Be and 
occasionally occurs elsewhere. 

°q'a?may? maiden. Sq q'a?may Cw q'cm<lY? Sn q'c?lJi? Ld q'abay? Tw q'a?bi 
Ch q'amayaj girl. 

*q'atll' to rattle. Cx q'atxim Se q'atixim Sq q'atXan? rap, make clattcr Sn q't<lx 
a rattle, q'Oltxt shake a rattle Ch q'5tl1i- hit w. projectile, q':)txmi- bump, [>"'at)(- rattle]. 

"q'ax" to freeze, harden. Sq q'axW harden (as snowcrust), become callous Ld 
q'axW(a) freeze Tw ?asq'axW frozen Ch q'axWa_ freeze. 

*q'(y)a>"'an snail, slug. Be )..'aq'an Se >"'iyaq'an Sq q'ia>..'an Ck q'ayc>"'iye/a Sn 
q'aya>..'an' CI q'ayu>"'Oln Ld q'iya>"'oo Tw sq'a)..'ad Ti sleq'en. 

*q'yal< guts. Se q'ayax Sq q'iall' [Cw q'ag'ey? Sn q'aq'i?] Ld q'<l3ax Tw q'ay?:llI' 
Ch q'ayax. 

.q"i1 blood, to bleed. Cx qWit blood Se sqWit id. [Tw s?aqWil a skin blcmish] Ch 
qWili(m)- bleed, sqwij blood. 

*q"alit pitch. Cx qWa?wit Sc qW<ll'it, qWaqWaUtm chew gum Ld qWllliI Ch qWal'lI. 



*qWu/ax" gray, to fade. Cx q·ux· f"ade Se qWuxWum grey(ish) Tw qWaxW grey(­
headed) Ch q"ax W gray, qWuxW_ white. 

*qWaym moss, lichen. Cx qWa?3im Se qWaym Ck q~e:m Ld q"a3ab Ch q"i/aym. 
Cf. *maqWam. 

*q'WiI(a) salmonberry. See Kinkade 1990:202. 
*q'Wal-an'a car. Cx q~uwa?a?na Se q'Walana Sq q'W;lla?n Cw q'wi:n Ck q~;lwal 

phonet. [q~o:l] Sn q'Walan' Ld q"'"ladi? Tw q"'ah\di Ch q>Walan'. 
*q'Wan pubic hair. Be q~na Sq q'W"q'Wm\?m Ch q"'an-, k-ans. 
*q'waiuy to wilt, be sick, die. Se q"'uy die Sq q"'uy id., sq'Wuy sickness Cw 

q'ay dic Ck q'aq'ay sick Sn q>Way die Ch q~aya- wilt. 
*suli?/! (cattail wall-)mat. Se sulic Sq suyi?c Cw sa:lec Sn sala?ae Sm salec Ld 

s?ul("7)ic/sulic (7ulal cattail) Tw sul?ae Ch sula~ (also cala~-). 
·sin large, huge; eldest of"fspring. Cx Se sinkwu ocean, sea Sq sinA' senior-line 

children Ck s;lIA'a eldest child [Sn sine?c big salmon going upstream] Tw sisid big, 
large, hugc. sldak· bay, salt water, sca, sid?li eldest brother Ti sisin old, [sisin~?ag 

blue-neck clam (a large clam)]. 
·sa?q bracken fern (root). See Kinkade 1990:202. In IS only Li. 
"~"Ikw (a type of) clam. Sq ~"ykW clam, dig clams [Ld ~il(l) come/dig out 

from under] Ch s:llk" butter clam. 
~am dry (land). Cx sam? dry Se sam run aground, s:lm?as hang st. to dry Sq 

sam low tide, be in shallow water, emerge/stick out from the water, run aground Sn 
Sm sem low tide Ld sab(a) dry Ch l1am'- go inland. 

*saq (high) up. [Sq sag be linished, completed, over Sn ~ag id.] Ld high, up in 
the air Tw saq- up (no example) Ch sag clouds. The Sq Sn meaning may show the 
development of Eng!. up in cat up, etc. 

·saw? bone. Sc saw Sq saw? Ld saw' Tw sa?w Ch saw? 
*sawal to grow. Sq s;lway [Ld sagWa?ac salmonberry sprouts Tw suwa?1c id.] 

Ch sawal. The root *xaw may be all-Salish, cf. 89.1. 
*Sayu rival. Sq sa?yu co-wife Cw sa?ye id. Sn say'a? rival for spouse, s"P 

co-wife Sm saye? id. Ld saYll? rival, second wit'e Tw sayu jealous Ch sayuw­
sideways, on one's side. 

'\a(!ta(!ni hummingbird. Sq t:lcta(!n!s [Ld tatl?:>d] Ch t;lct:lcni. 
*tam! red paint (ochre, Indian paint fungus). Be ttmas Se Sq t:lm! Cw Sn 

tQmat Ld tab! Tw tabat ochre Ch suff. -tumt paint Ti t~w:;,n paint/rub st. 
*tan mother. Be stan Cx Se tan Cw ten Sn ten 'Ld s/cahadab stepmother, 

uncle's wife Ch tan'- Ti d:lntcna parents. 
*tqaci? eight. Sq tqac Ms tqccc? Ld t(:l )qaci? Tw tagaci Ti tqeci. 
*stiqiw horse. Se stayqiw SI ti:qiw Sq staqiw Ck Sn Ld Tw stiq!w Ch stiqlw'. 
*tQwix" nine. ex t;lgix" Se t~wix· Cw tu:xw Sn takwax· Ch t;lwixw-. 
*t'ak~us seven. Sq t'ak"'usac (t'ak"'us to point) Tw t:lk"'us Ti t(!':;,ws. 
*t'al to slice. See 23.3; the CS Ka Sp forms point to *8. The meaning slice is CS (vs. 

IS rip, tear, plough). Cf. HEI, HAl t'at- KWA t'ls- slice {ish/meat. 
·t':llqay to soak (dried f"ood). Sq t'1?qi [Ck 1:llqi] Sn t'"lagit Ld t'alqay Ch t'lqi-. 
*t'"mue wild rhubarb. Ck t':lmase Sn t':;,m'aS::l Ld t'abasa Tw st':lbUc Ch t'"mc­
*t'am(x) to braid. Se 7umt'at Sq t':lms Ck t'emax Sn t':llJsen'at Ld t'abs Tw 

fab?fI:>d rope Ch t'''ms- two/three etc. together, t'am'ftin- rope. 
*t'amaxw gooseberry. See *t'"m in list I; the extension _XW is CS. Cf. KWA 

t\\mxwm':ls gooseberry bush. 

·t'ana/im(i) to measure. Sq fanam?n measure, weigh, t'anamtn a measure, time 
[Ti t'cnawin moon]. 

*t'ap thick (of liquid). Cx t';\pit Ch ('''p. 
*t'ap' -us to close the eyes, IX' blind. Cx Se fap'us blind [l'w t'ap:;,d!tp'ad sleep] 

Ch ?aet'aps be blind. 
*t':lq' down, under. Sc fag' to trip, t'aq'iS sit down Sq t'q'ax Fall backward Ch 

fag' down, under(neath). 
*t'''x(m) six. Be ('xul Cx t';>x"m Sc r"x"m Sq t'axmalS;l? ,J\ty Cw t'x"m Sn 

t'xalJ Ch t':ll1Qm-. Cf. no. 27; the use in six is CS. 
*(s-)t'ix"/l1w(l)m huckleberry. See Kinkade 1990:202 (corr. Cx t';\xW7am). 
*w"q'lq' (a type of) frog. Sq wag';>q' Sn waq'aq' tree toad Ld waq'waq' Tw Ch 

waq'iq' Ti wayeq'. Cf. QUI waq'al frog. 
*wuq'W to drift with stream. Cx giq~ drift Sq wuq~ go downstream Ck 

wawq'Wayl:lm Sn kW:lq~al downstream area [Ld p'"q~(u)l Tw wuq'Watab it drifted 
away, w"q'"wlt canoe drifted away Ti vgWaq'w. 

*x":lI(i)tn white person. Se Sq xWalitn Cw Ms xW:;,nit:lm Ck xWalit:lm Sn 
x":lnitam Ld Tw xW;lltab Ch x·Wntam. 

*l1ic' raw. Be Cx Se Sn Ld Tw Ch xie'. 
*l1ak'w tight. Cx xak'Wit Sc sxak'Wit Ck xak'w Ch xak'w_. 
·51:>1' write. Cx l1alas Se xal';lm Sq xal? Ck xa!'e:ls Sn x:>l'ala7 Ld xlil(a) Tw 

7asx:l1 written Ti t"'xel'aw, xiwxe!,itan pencil. 
*l1a?liw horn spoon. Sq xa?lu Cw xel"w Sn Sm xel':.w Ch xa:liwa? dish made 

of buJIalo horn. 
*xawas new. Cx xaw?s Se Xaws Sq xaw?s Cw Jiew?s Sn xaw'"s Ld l1aw's Ch 

xawaslxawas begin with, first time. at first. 
*l1/xay' (w. final red.) gills. Sq saryyay Cw se:y Sn sc?i? Ld sxay'ay' Ch vxay', 

Tenino Ch xay' fishhead, gills, "xay i" whole head. 
·xwac open-eyed. Sq xWaexWacayus "big eye" Tw ?asxWac awake Ti xWac 

awaken, wake. 
*l1wal to lose (control), give up, fail. Sq xWay become senseless, paralyzed, 

faint Ld xWa!' lack control Ch xWal_ lose, give (it) up. 
*l1wum (with somatic suffixes in:) Cx l1wumtat windpipe Se (s)l1wumtat Adam's 

apple and thereabouts Sq xWumlnal windpipe, throat Ch sxwumaea elbow, sx·umnc 
buttocks, pelvis (hips). 

*l{"aqWy/q"il1" (inversion) to miss (a shot), gucss wrong. etc. Ck q"'il1w Sn 
qWil1w:lt Ch xWaqWy_ miss, make a mistake. 

*yalup Indian rhubarb, cow parsnip. Se yalup [Sq Yllla? Ck yula] Ch yalp. 
*y:mis tooth. [Be ?ica, ?icn-, poss. inversion of *yns; the suff. is -alicj Cx 

3anis Se yanis Sq yanis Cw yanas Sn c"nas Ld 3"dis Tw yadis Ch yanfs-. IS has the 
root as a lexical suffix only. 

*yaq' to f"all (as tree). Cx 3aq' Se Sq yaq' Ck yeq'"t Sn ceq' f"all down while 
walking Ld 3aq'(a) Ch yaq'a-. 

*yatawan salmonberry. See Kinkade 1990202. 
*yaw spirit power (to cure, predict, etc.). Be syut supernatural being/phenom­

enon; song Cx 3;lg:;,n song Se syawn id Sq 7:;,sy:iw7 secr, siw?in? witchcrai't, syawan 
song, Y:lw?lnryc understand Cw syawrya seer Ck syuwal spirit power, song, syuwil to 
do witchcraf"t (for good or evil) Sn syaw':I seer, predict Sm sY;lwan spirit song (and 
its dance) Ld 3:;,g"8? expert, proFessional, "a great one for" Tw yawada?b diagnosis, 
doctoring, curing Ch yuw- wonderful person, gives good luck, great hunter, y6?oli-



shoot w. spirit power. 
*Y:ll( (in word for lizard, orig. rock?) Sq si?{l1illasls?ay?il(yil(as mountain lizard 

(sY:ll16s large rock) Ch y:\l1m'c lizard. 
*yal(w to melt. Be l(way (inv.) Cx ~al(" Se yal(w Sq yalfw_ Cw yal(w thaw Sn 

~al1w id. Ld yil1W(a) [ Tw 7asyalf mc:JtC'd] Ch yax"-. 

List 2 

*7al be inside, at home: house. ex ?aya? house, home, ?aitx" inside Se ?"Iwim 
house, home, 7altx" inside of house Sq ?aytx· be at home Sn ?e?lag house Ld ?al?al 
id. Tw ?altxW he's in the house. Cf. 149.1. 

*7isaw to chew. Sq ?{saw?n Tw 7isawac. IS only Li. 
*7ut' to stretch. Sq ?ut' Ck ?lIt'- Sn ?at' slingshot Tw ?ut·. 
*?axWalmix" settlement, village. Sq ?ux"umixw Tw 7axwalbix" one-house 

permanent settlement. 
·s-caqay sockeye salmon. Cx s~ay? Se sc~ay Sq sc"qi Cw ~ey Sn ~qay' 

Ld sc3qi?/sc:lq{ Tw sc~ay. 
·s-c':lk'"' worm. Cx ~'i~·ik .. (ICSNL 1994:329) Se sc'ic'k'" Sq sc'ak"' Cw ~':lk" 

. worm, bug Ck ~':lk'/Jc:'" id. Sn ~':lk"' Ld Tw sc·:lk .... 
·c'aq' to drip, leak (as roof). Sc c':lq'na~attxW rainwater (coming through/from 

roof) Ck ~'(:l)q'''m, ~'aq':lm dripping, leaking Sn ~'(a)q'alJ Tw c'aq'. 
*c'is to peck, nail. Se c'{sit to nail Sq c'[sin? id .. c'istn horn, antler, nail Ck Sn 

~'(S:lt to nail Ld C':lS to peck, nail. c'is(i) to nail CI c'as hit Tw c'"stlld nail [Ch cusi­
to/a nai~. Cf. 38.2; the meaning peck, nail is CS 

'c':ll[-tn poison. Cx Pe c\Sl[tan (Boas CV) Sq c'al1tn (also rattlesnake) Ck 
~'/c'''l1t31 rattlesnake (Boas CV also poison) Sn ~':"1t:ln, ~':ll(tan' bad medicine Tw 
c'''l1tad. NIS has *c'l'tin rattlesnake, but this is not likely to be the origin,1 meaning 
(against Kuipers 1982:79, Kinkadc 199537), especially not if the Salish spread from 
thc coast to the interior. Thc root can be tentatively connected with Sq c'al[ be gone, 
consumed (burnt, worn out, ete./ 

·hak'w to remember. ex hak-at Se hak"'at Ck hc.\k"':ll:ls Sn hck'" Tw hak"':IC. 
·h:lli/?:lli life, spirit. Sq s?:\1i dream, vision, guardian spirit Cw hcll? live, 

s?:\\yc lay spirit power, sx'ali life, soul Sn h"Jj alive Ld h:lll? id. Tw h:>1f (be) alive, 
shalf soul, vitality. 

~:lwat clever, in good shape. Se ~:\wat able to, good at Sq (?as~oc:lw?at 
clever, able Ck ~:lwat smart, intelligent Sn ~:lwet clever, resourceful Ld ~awa(?)t 

know how to, be good at Tw ~u?wat it's o.k., ~u?watab get well. 
*~am'-ay-iqW great-grandparent/child. Cx ~aram?i?qW Se sramiqw Sq sram7iq" 

Cw sc'a7maq" Sn ~am'aq· Cd s~abiq· Tw rab?iq". 
*Jc:"am (w. suff. bottom or earth) root. Cx Sc k"a?:\mna~ [Sq t'k"'amY:lx·j Cw 

Sn k""mlax" I..d q":loolax· Tw kWaool:lx" cedar root [Ti k"'ag":\?(:l)sJ 
·s-tawin bedmat. Sq staw?ln Cw stcw:m Sn ste/awan Ld stag"id Tw stawad. 

IS in Li only; the root is all-Salish (no. 60.3), thc extension ·-in is CS. 
·A'u/ae' to tic, tight(en). Sq A'uC'- be packed tightly Sn A'~'al:lS tight weave I..d 

A'ac' cinch, A'UC'(U) tie, knot Tw A'ulac'- id. 
·mut to carry/lift on arms/hands. ex Sc mutut Tw butUd (imp.). 
·palaq" to boil. SI pa:loq" [Cx paluq"'j Tw pal?~"ad (imp.). 
·p:ln to bury. Cx p:\naJ Se panaJ Sq pant Ck pi:lt Sn ~an:lt Ld p:Id Tw ?asp:\d 

buried. 
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·q'aw to howl. Cx q'"gim Se q':lw[m Sq q'awm Ck q'e:w/q'a:w:l1 Ld 
q':lwablq':>wahab Tw biq':\wab it's howling. 

*s-q"may dog. Sq sq"may? Cw sq"mey Ld sq"a/ubay Tw sq"ab?ay. 
·q"in body hair, whiskers. Sq Cw Sn q"in- Sm q"lnaq pubic hair Ld q"id- Tw 

?asq"ld he has whiskers, q"iducad whiskers, beard. 
·s-q"3(t)xm fog. Sq sq":It~m Ck sq"3txam Ld sqw:lJ:lb (also smoke) Tw 

sq"aJ:lb. 
·s-q-um-ay? head, brain. Sq sq-umay? head Sn sq"'alJi? id. Tw sq-ubay 

brain. The root is all-Salish (no. 109), the extension with -ay? Central Salish. 
*s-tal-ikn back, spine. Sq stayn back Tw st31i~ad spine, S:lx"ta?li!!ad spinc. 
·s-tayat nephew, niece. Sq stayat Tw sta?yit deceased sibling's child, nephew. 
*I'al to put st. across. ex t'ay?J blanket Sc t'atat put across, st'alJ blanket Sq 

t'at'at loom, t'lItiq" raft Ck t'"tcast:ll loom Ld t'at'at id., t'at(a) put crossway.!', t'ati?q"ab 
across (two) canoes Tw t'Btik" id. watertruck. 

*I'aq-t'q vine maple. Sq t':lqt'qay? Ld t':I<\.~'qac Tw t'aqt'qay. 
·x~uy to sell. Cx x"u~um (act.-itr.), x"a?3is (tr.) Se x~uyum, x~aylJ Sq x~uyum 

Ck x":\y"m Sn x"ay:tm Ld x"uyub Tw l("uyub. 
*l(:lt hUJ1, sick, angry. Se l(at hurt Sq 7asbl(lt extremely Sn l(:1I hurt Ld ht 

sick Tw l[at angry . 
*jf"ilm string, twine, thread. Cx wl(I?I:lm Sc l(wfjf"glm Sq It:"'iI?m Ck jf""yl:>m 

Sn jf"iI'amll("iI':am'/l[w:ay'l:am Ld Tw l{"flgb. The word has been recorded as Chinook 
Jargon (J. Powell), the sourcc may be Salish. 

*s-l(wi!(J)n deer. Sq sl(wi7"n Tw sl1"IJJIld. 
·s-l["ayam myth. Cx l("ajf~a?~m? Se sl{"alI":lyam Sq sl(":ll(wi?am? Cw 

sl1~ay?cm7 Sn sl["i?em' Ld sl{wi?ab Tw sl1":ll("i7ab. 
*yac to tell, report. Sq Y:lCm Ck y:\~st Sn Y:l§llS:lll Ld Y:IC- Tw biy:\c:>b he's 

preaching. 
*yaq-i1x to crawl. [Be ?ix?aal{lxj ex ~~iJ Se y:lqf~ Sq y:lqay Ck ?aq3yl3m, 

h:lqllm crawl undemeath Ld 3:lqll Tw biy~jJ he's crawling. 
*yaJ to carry on the back. Cx ~~in backpack Se syaJn id. Tw vyaJ, 

7asyaJn:lm packing st. 
*ygl(":lla? cagle. See Kinkade 1995:32. 

In 

Comparative Salish is faced with tbe difficulties presented by language 
families the members of which have remained in elose contact with each other. In 
phonology we find multiple correspondences, in lexicon isoglosses not corresponding 
to language- and evcn language-branch or -family bordcrs. The reason is not 
borrowing in the narrow sense but interpenetration of languages resulting from bi­
and even trilingualism in contact areas (and where groups are small and mobile, any 
area can be a contact area). On the other hand, in the case of similar but non­
contiguous phenomena (such as the shift of "1 to y in Cx Sq So CI Th) it is 
difficult to determine whether they are due to influcnce of onc dialect on another or 
represent parallel developments. Of prehistoric migrations and fusions of Salish (and 
possibly non-Salish) groups we know nothing beyond what the languages themselves 
may eventually tell us. 

It is now generally accepted that Salish falls into five main groups: Bella 
Coola, Central Salish, Tsamosan, Tillamook and Interior Salish, but there is as yet no 



agreement on the relative status of these five. Some oppose Be to all the rest, wh ile 
others (including this writer and S. Newman) accord IS a special status. To the 
earlier arguments (the retraction distinction and the absence of gender in IS) 
Newman (1980:165) adds innovations in the Be pronominal system shared with the 
northern Coast languages, and non-participation of Be in any of the pronominal 
changes of the Interior. There is also some lexical evidence. The CS etyma given in 
II List I include the numerals two, three, five, seven (two terms), eight and the 
relationship terms father, mother, child (offspring), husband, wife, cross-sex 
sibling/cousin, eIder relative. Of these, the items ·c'ixw five, ·tan mother, ·man 
father, -mana child and *\c"tamc husband are found in Be (all except husband also 
in Ti). This is a small but central part of the lexicon, and as such adds to the non­
lexical evidence ranging Be with the Coast languages. 
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Footnotes 

1. Abbreviations of Salish language names are the standerd ones (see Kinkade 1990:201), 
except Cb for Columbian. Non-Salish languages are referred to by three initial letters in 
capitals: HAI(sla), HEI(ltsuk), KW A(kiutl), QUI(leute); CJ stands for Chinook Jargon. The 
interdental fiicatives and affiicates are written ~ ~ ~', the voiceless lateral fricative I. 
Literal citations from older sources are placed between double parentheses. A slash 
separates alternatives. Items treated by Kinkade (1990, 1991b, 1995) are listed with a 

reference to the source; for these, lists of cognates are given only in two cases where I disagree 
as to the direction of borrowing. 

I thank Albert Starreveld for making a Salish font and Martijn Coppoolse for computer 
assistance. 

2. See Lingua 26(1970)46-72,57(1982)71-92, Papers 30th lCSNL(1995)46-54. 

3. The Cw and Sn forms "'ith i ('5. u in Sc Sq Chi arc not without parallels in 
CS, cf. Ch -alus/-alisi- eye, Tw ?assuq'W!?assfq~ peeled, Ld p~pis (CJ puspus) cat, Cx 
gi- < wu- in giq'· drif~ giy?giy cougar. In Ti unstressed i often corresponds to 
stressed U. Other cases of iotacism: Ms Ck s,'i:m vs Cw s,'~wm berry, Cw Ms q'wi:m 
Vs. Ck q'W;\wal (phonet. q"o:l) ear, Sm sl1w~ysam/sxwesam soapberry, Ck sciwte:t/scutel 
child'slsister's spouse. 

4. The rare stressed form of the instrumental suffix is -tan, but a form with f 
occurs in Sq p'~kWtin floatcr, cork (line) (Cw Ms p'~k'tcn, Sn sp'~k·ten). IS has a '<'nil 
referring to contagion as well as poison (Sh tnUmn false hellebore Sp cnilmn poison). 
'lbe Se form eaq'tn for rattlesnake may result from folk-etymology or error; for 
poison the English word was given (paysn). 




