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Stem in Nootka-N:i.tlnat 
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the fact that in -che languages stem~> 

two or three forms'.l with and \·11 thout an extra consonant or 

t·vlO t or vii th differing c In 

these Hatem extenders"~ as I propose to call 

cussed in some detail 

Nitinat together for a 
, 1 are ~l J the latl.guages s 

'Y partly, no doubt.~ 

in the recording situation'll 

in the two hmgu-ages'e again 

serve {:l or 

m.OB t C OIi'.lL1.on 

helpful to 

reasons, 

occur with 

of ace 

1ffct'kted 

our 

stem ext en(Le:e 

stop or spi:r.·ant bel 

q~ x, 
3 

rare 

an 

pres 

, are 

'~nl 

c::' 

as 



different extenders, whose meaning is at the same time suf­

ficiently close to warrant the positing of such a relation­

shipe The following examples have been selected to illustrate 

this 0 Some are taken from Nootka only, some from Nitinat 

only, and others from botho4 

N tu- small round things are strewn about; N tuk.- ~o 

3 

N Ci-, -yu" to cut; N cikw_, -ao to clip off (hair .. twigs,,-~tic,o)<) 

N ~ic-, _au to squeak, crea~; Nt ~ick, -aD to creak. 

N ~ac- to fold, double up; Nt ~ac- Fa roll bed blankets; 

U ~ack-" -ak collapsed; very i!Y,qgry, Nt ~uck-9) -ao collapse 

( e. g ..bla.dder ) .. 

N ~ic- ~ise-, -uk ~~; ~isk-, m~ -Si(h) to flas~ white, 

-ak white spot. 

N, Nt hic-~ -ao illuminate; N hick-~ -ak jtlowing with a br~;~ 

glaring l;;ight .. 

N wac- ,:to move the. head tg one side.; wack- ~ -ak twisted, berfP., 

to.one slde ~ 
j .' . " .. 

spu;t'kss glow; emery.2~" 

N ditkW-" c!inkw-, -ao .:!z!Lroll qY§.£~ 1tt-.::,Ls],; Nt ~itk-~ -a" to ,rol) .. '!! 

-ak to twi~t .. 

N ~uck-,,-ak 12F~t;ru~.2B.!L.hi.11t Nt ~uck-, -ak lUIn!?" pi;t;~4 rr~ 

l!1?; N ~ucx-, -ak lump .. 
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N pito- Einioned down, Nt pit-, me -si~ to fit, fit in, fit 

proEerly; N pitq-, -ak -ao j~~d., Eacked tight; full .. 

N ma~- dir~z; N ma~q-, -ak ~o 

N ~uc.- covered with fabric; rilucq- ~o 
N tii-, -a~ ~o se~; N ~iq-, -ac ~6~ Nt diq- 1£0 
N qat-, -ale to cut, sIlt 11 break.... -a" to get cut $ .!?:r:qJ(~p'- t 

N qatq W -, -a" :to amJ2utate t get ampt~iateqo 

N hupk-, -ak roundish_thin~, Nt hupk- ide, N hupq-, -ak 1Bm~t 

~, Nt hupq-, -ao to plug. 

N ~u·tq-, -ak in a confused bunch~ clump; N ~u·t~- i£c 

-x, 'Vol -x 

N nUiot-, -B.O to roll, rotate; nu .. tx- to circle.abouj; .. 

4 

II kWi_~ rep .. kWioi\kwi"ya shal;Pening .. grinding, whe.t::p,1.nf~' fil-ing; 

N kWix-~ -a" Iubbi.Z!S .. 

N mit-, -ao to t\'!~!3t :rar:q; N mitxw .. -, -ao j!o :r;otatie, turp. a~, 

circle abo.:u~., Nt bitxW--, -ao to tu:rn rq1Y!.,d and roun~, revolve .. 
, , , w '. w 

N ~ic- ~tis ,,-, -uk white 9 N ~icx -, -ak fadet\, Nt ~l.cX -, .... ak 

dull-q91g~~d SF5l .. 

N :1:ic-, -ak ~bric-l~!f~ o'9..ii2.g1i_ spre,?;d out ~.x,~~;,:qg ~s..2:meth!!1tU, 

Ut 3:ic- 2.over, Eq,,!!~£. .. _QY..~£; II 3.:i~-c -ak (same as :1:ic-), 

Nt *i~w_ go 
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-(3." a!3ham!t<!; Nt YUPJ}- in YUP:!pl"; ~, ~lums~ .. 

N :6.us- t9 get ta;g.t5~led_up (arch,l; Nt dus~- !.9 ar.sue .. 

n ~a*"-, -a" :tSL..w.:t. s121i.:t.1.~Fgthwise (fl~t ob.ject" e~,..J2.2f:£:;lL; 
, 

N 1) " !i2._~.~it~ cu~ with aIL <1~, Nt c~-, m .. -si~ !£!: .. 

-ao J.;9 • .Q.J2ply ;E,?:wde;:", 

N~ Nt ci· ~o Eul!; N ,. -ao to pu~l o~ .. 

N ~ise-~ -ak d~k~colqr:ed~,d!~tl; N aisx-~ -ak ~,., 
Nt ~iSxw-, -ak ~~ 

lit 

N hu-, hu" 

to throw round. ob~ct 9-9.1IJ! .. 
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N ;,yu, yu?i -a,-~ 

b;J.m·m ,by; the winq .. 

kix- 9! -ak -=;.-.-.::;;;;;.;o;;-o;~~ ___ ...,."...;;;......;.;..;;;,..,;;.~; Nt kix:!::- \) -uk ="'~~ .. 
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N ~'il 

N ~icx-, -ak 
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The isolation of these stem extenders adds new dimen-

sions '(:;0 the analysis of Nootka-Ni tinat stems", We are able, 

in many instances, to discover families of related stems, 

of'lien '3nough based on a simple CV root.. Some of the more re-

vealing sets are shown below~ 

II N ma- holding in the t~e!h, in the mouth; Nt ba- 10 bit!. 

Nt bak- close teeth. , 
, .., .., 

N mac 0 - to close the teeth; Nt bac- ~o b~~, ~nap shut~ 

, " N mack-, -ak -aD having the jaws clos~. 

g 
pa I!!ass of small ob;~cts, particle! 

, 
Nt pa- to han.(r1e mass of s!'1all obje..Q.t.~; :to powder, sprinkle li~ 

• powder; N pa- to make ce~~~nial aiit in potlatc~~ 
II N pax-, -ao ~p apply powder. 

(J , , 
N pac-, -ak -a" ,!oruwz:; Nt pac- t -ak .2..u.s.~. 

Perhaps also~ N patqW_, -(q)uk .f!i.9.29§., freight, load; Nt patq_ukW 

stuff. i.a 

Andt N path-, -ak ~ec~e~ (perhaps = ~isintegrated into small .. 
particles). Cf. Nt padax- (having reference to rotten wood) .. 

I) 

yu- buoyant, movi;A€i of air:" wind 

N YU-, yu?1 wind blowin~; Nt yu- ~ind blo~in~, -?ak graft com-

ing in(i 

Nt Nt yuxw_ to.flo~~; N yux(w_) l~5!t Nt yuxW 1d~ 

N yuxw_, _a o <tire! stove} h~ati~~! givin~ of! hot air; Nt 

yuxW _, -a. hot· (as sta,!!) .. 

N yuxl-, _a o to get bloyn bZ the win~o 
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, -ale ;t2undlsl1 thing; 

Perhaps go hupt~tf ~aif 

Ii ·&tun.,. ( .. 
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N Si o q-9 -a~ ~t~ck getting shov9d along Rointwise G 

N simt-" -a" to roast d:r;ied .fish to :QI:epare it for. eatins~ 

Nt sibit-, -a· ~a 

11 

N sipi"" q- to insert stigk throu311 p.errine; when using i t~ 

bait in trolling; Nt si·piq-" -a· Rutting bait on ho~. 

N siYu°-q-" siYu·p fishing .for devilfish; Nt sieyu-p ~ 

\,li th pole for devilfis1J." 

N sink- t -a" SRear sticking in t~3 

~a- E!tand!ng, upright. ~rect, r:\£i~ 

N 4a-, -?ak (stick-like object) st:!;ckine; p-,n, m .. -ci~ ~-m. 

wedge; Nt ~a-, m. -ciA~ .. 

Nt 4ab house post, po~:!L in gener~!. 

N A.a-piq-, m. -8iA: to drive nails; Nt ~apiqab §l2i~~ _;:;~1" 

wooden pess of Douslas fir .. 

N ).at-" ~anat !edge; Nt ~adit ~ .. 

Nt ~at-apt zew w~o£ .. 

N ~a.t~·{) ... -alt. rigid of body (person, f'r9zen rOEc, f'ro.!~l! 

raf5, animal LeU!!:) .. 
N 4atek-, -ak.. Same as Aatc-. 

N ~ast-, m. -si~ ~o get stiff (a.g o by cold,_4~a~~). 

N ).8." s .... maq-,. 48.· smapt .~l:..ing; slf!8.11 w"y.se_.P..9 .. s,!; J:lt ~8.. a-apt 

~~g tree, s~,..llp..£i'l! p1J_~~ :22s~ .. 

N ~akis-, ).aki"s .!l~!!.?.:l-nfL!f001t,; Nt Aak:ts-s m" -s14 .EL.!r.~.ru!s 

.!t.~d URI. 

IiI A:a;A.asic ~uatic _bi!"d_.2.;tJ:~.§tr't¥.lt 2:2.. (probably !~~q, 8.S in 

Nt); ~a~aaA !~al1 sn1p~~th long leS!~ 
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~'1- . b i .... popp~ng, ang ng 

N ~'i-9 mG -ci~ to shoot. Nt to shoqt suns 
~, v 

N .... 1c-, _aD :ru> squeak" creak 

N ~'14k-. -ak !nflated, explodeq; Nt 4'i~-, -ak distended (bell;rlG 

N ).' 14q-. -a· to explode. crackle, make _ ! • a popping sounS!; Nt 

sparking (ase1ectricitys burn~~g wood). 

N ~'1mq-t -ao to ~ake a noise by beating, banging on boardsl 

Nt A'ubuqW_, _aD ~o keep time with sti~ko 

~'a- ~fat, flat against. 
, 

Cf. ~ u-. 

N ).' ah- 9 -ak f'latwise; .flatlfise against, alongside; Nt ), II ax-
e ~ 

flatw~se against, m. -aiA 19 patqho 

If 4'ax- vertically flat@ ., 
N ).' aph- t -a· to slam brqad objE!~ji a£ia.inJ!.1i; Nt ).' apx- to sla12 . ~ 

with the hand. 

N ).' atxw-. -ak level".E-wot hilly. nO~._~~m'."eE:.. b;r bumEs, swellinS~.Jl_~'t!.g", 
• 

N ~'axw-t -ak ~ntaslio ea~ed~ cut in, hql~Q~ed.2~ cut off fl~~o 

N ).' a~-, m. -s1().) to rol,~ doubl.! ... Y1H Nt to roll bed blankercs. 
~.. t '111." 

,\' .. ,\' .., N ..... ack- t -ak collapsed; very hungrz; Nt ,&;) aek-, _aD ~o!laRE!.~ 

~'u- ~lat surta~!. Ct. ~'a-o 

N, Nt ~'UOP-t -ao ~orinfLP;Y; lanaI?:; q!'Asl~ ... QE. bel:;t.z. 

N ),'ul-\? -ao to fee.tf!! ~2E~ wit!! han4.§~ Nt i/ul-!} -a­

tor cause ot 11lnesBe ,. .... . . .... 

to teel IN.'" ._ .... ;a. 

to alaR; Nt )./uxw_, m", -si~. a.~fJs~. the hand a€is.inst ~_~ur:(ac_~0 

N A'Uq !!i~, broad; Nt ~'uqW_~" 



N ,111" 

N 

And:,; N , -a" 
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~a- line with objectes) attached L eSRI at o~e~~~ 

N -6a-, m. -ei(),) to thpow out line with bait, sink~~J R:t!Ql; 

Nt ia-, m. -ci~ to throw ou~ line with anchor, hooks, bait_ 

N ~a?at-, d. (it. in form) ~a~a·ts fishin~ w~~fl a piece of bone 

shgrpened at both e~ds and ~~~ac~~d to line at the mid~!! 

(old \,l~rd). 

Nt te?is q,rab trsE se!. .. 

N tayu"-, tayu-s anchor.~<!; Nt !ayu.- anchored, !ayu·?sib !!A?horo 

N !ap- Sireed. tied ab<2.11~; Nt ~ap- id, Nt -6apa~ad girded, ~!ea.x:ine;. 

belt. -
N tapq- ide -
Ii t'amuq-, -ak tied in knot; Nt !abuqW_, -a- ... 1!.. ... o_t.-1;;;.e ___ .kn=o;..;t;.;;s __ i=n 

rOR!, ~ piec~~ of ke~E tosether to make a lons rope. 

N .t;a·k~" m. ia·kst~ in a row, strpng along (~n a t?prinsJt ~ 

a.sing1e file. 

N ianup-, -a to carl;il .. on tp-a ba91£, pack 

Nt ta" di 1:, ts· dul: !leal:'ing..nSE]!l~~2. (-eli 3: t -ad 1: [L] ~~ .1:he n~2!); 

ta-dib nec.klac2,. 

N -&awack-, -ak ha~:tn.Si 9:r:!".f'~2.t: 8!.ong obj~ct (eanoe,see-s~:V!).,.;..ltJ), 

-a !Jong objee!l..~~. sqe-saw.t:ash10n .. 

N~a\V'a-:lt(\'.r~), mil tawukwi(A) (h~!ing_qnees) veh!~le 10tf.2·e9-• ..f.£1!,; 
Nt ~m1]a·kwAs overloaded ("too much loadtt ) (; 

..... Lf:'6 



4@1@ There are difficulties in the way or getting an 

adequate understanding the meaning particular form 

languages like Nootkn 

can IndlC4"1 languages go), 

Nitinat (which are not atypical as Ameri-

the of which is the fact -that 

the English language so to rendering the meaning 

in a reasolla.ble equivalent. :L .. e"!i one does not include more 

than should be included 

should be included~ Add 

excluding an important part 

this "t;he that, as a general rule 

the better the informant knows 01;vn lan.guage, the poorer 

command of English.. And English 

course, many of which native 

own triel~ points~ 

(even lingllists) 

without being aware of them~ These and many other problems make 

it difficult to arrive at the basic meaning of a stem or root and 

even after a meaning has been assigned~ an inadequate or awln~ard 

translation of a derivative ce..n make i<t; difficult este.blish as 

such$ In the published Nootka 

file Swadesh has translated 

1llent, hOli6ver, even as for the Nootka and Nitinat 

momentaneous 

specific 

(or Nt ...... 

\ie run 
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problem, however, when we try to decide whether N !amuq-, -ak 

tied in knot belongs here or not o In the Nitinat file the defini­

tion is given as to tie kno~in r2R! and when we look at what was 

said by the informant in the field it is to tie pieces of kelp to­

gether to make a long rORe. Both of the Ifi tinat translations fit 

in better with the basic meaning of the root than the Nootka defin­

ition and therefore help to determine that this derivative does in­

deed belong here. A similar problem is faced when one tries to de­

cide whether N ~awa:k(w-) (having one's) vehicle loaded full is 

based on our root !a- as already defined. Again Nitinat helps with 

the problem for there the translation is overloaded--the informant 

said "too much load." Now .Qverloaded elicits, among other things, 

the picture of being weighted do~~ at one end, like a canoe or a 

wagon, and then we can see the similarity to a line with anchor or 

buoy attached o If we then emend the meaning of ~a- by adding 

esp. at one end, so that it reads in ~111 ~~~ wit4 qbject(~2-~­

tached, esp. at one end we have no difficulty in bringing in 

N ~awa:k(w_) as one of the derivatives of ta-o We can identify the 

imagery invoked by N ~a*-aq~ (' -aqA ins~.9:!), which means (ani~~ .. !.q 
12regt!ant.., in much the same 'ils::! (j> The English translation is probably 

too inclusive, since :R~@~t: in t,he clinical sense is probably not 

implied; ra.ther it is (ani,,,l!.a:.ll.J:.§. . .aear .term of pr~Enanc;r (i. e., 

~th objec~~attache~, hence y~ighted.4qwn !~~id~). 

Similar di.tficul ties are me-t in deciding the best translation 

of. all the other roots that have been set up in section 3. Doubtless 
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some errors have been made, both of inclusion and ot exclusion.,. 

The possibility ot homonyms also exists together with the pos­

sibility that homonyms will contaminate each other. Thus, 

N muq-, _(qw)a o steami!}S, Nt buqw_, m. -81).- §team comes ma:y 

be a homonym with N muq- ~n3 liquid in m9uth, Nt buqw_, 

m. -si~ to putt water ~om moutqd It is also conceivable that 

a better understanding ot the ba.sj.c meaning of mu- will also 

allow us to include both derivatives in the same family. In 

Nootka the two forms are treated separately, in' the Nitinat 

files they were not. 

4.2. Most of the torms included in the stem families 

shown in section 3 are derived by means of the stem extenders 

illustrated in section 2, '\'l]hile the rest are derived by means 

ot known formative suffixes and a. fe'T,'i, doubtless, by unique 

'formative J3u.tf'ixes. Th.e meaning of mos·i:; formative suffixes 

is generally quite concrete, e.g .. .2,n th~_.!!~c.~~ !ns::tg,~., ;~~ (or 

bu~), etc., but the meaning ot stem extenders j.s at best; ex-· 

tremely vague. Certainly the stem extenders are semantically 

entirely distinct from formative suffixes$ 

In some instances a stem extender seems to add an inten­

sive meaning. Note the use of -k. -q, _qW, and -x in the fo1-
q • 

lowing: 

N nas-uk ~.t:ronPi$- +:;~ 

N nask-, -ak hard.l-p'ac~e9- tif5h~.; Nt dask-, -uk Li.~11a hro;-i!.e,E. 



, 
N "', -a" 

N l!t-, -a· ~~ twi~whale~~~,~~~h h~oqp in_h~o 

N tltk-, -a- ~o jerk, pul~ fast; Nt ~~ 

l:ft Ii tq- ~q. ~ri;gge f~~m Ill!l-E..., ~J!!:tc~ .. 

There are also many instances in which -q and -x appear to be 

interchangeable without e:ny appreciable differen.ce in meaning, 

e .. g" N luotq-, -ak !!! a cont:Y~~Lby.:g.c1t,"'A cl~'lH !II 1:u .. tx- !S!G .. 

Jacol)sen8 has poin"ted out that many instances of 1lootka 

I8 

-x, _x''i "seem to have a pejorative au.ra abou.t theml) II This feature .. 
may very well be related to the 

Abnormal 1types of Speech in Nootka" 9 

Sapir discussed in 

The large number of sYD.onym~~ 

if/hlah vary only in the },)resence or absence or m'1i tehing of. stem ex-

tenders is probably also associa:ted 'lilith this in some 

For eXa.Il1ple, Sapir tells Uf; that Nootka II 

in 1:i11e habit of inserting a meaningless :x after the first vOir:el 

. of a word .. tv The Nootka we!;'€! also fond of imi.t&ting the speech 

other closely related d:talects., a~d mmly other facts will 

need to fully explored we can come up with any final an-

swers to the meaning 
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Footnotes 

1 
William H. Jacobsen, Jr., Origin ot the Nootka Pharyngeals~ 

IJAL 55,,125-153 (1969), especiall,. sections 6G11-6~16;· Mary R. Haas, 

Internal Reconstruction of the Nootka-Nitinate Pronominal Suttixes, 

IJAL 35 e l08-124 (1969), especially section 6 0 21$ 

2Nootka forms are taken from Edward Sapir and Morris Swadesh. 

~ootka Texts: Tales and Ethnological Narratives with Grammat~cal 

Notes and Lexical Ma:terials t Spec:i.al Publication of the Linguistic 

Society of J\m.erica, Philadelphia" 1939, 

3Nitirw.t. forms are taken from the Nitinat Lexical File pre­

pared by Haas and Swadesh and based on field work carried out in 

193Xa The material is on loan from the Boas Collection of the 

American Philosophical Societyo 

4 
The labialized and nonlabialized varities of each dorsal a~e 

treated together sinee it is very difficult to separate them and 

Nootka and Nitinat often disagree on this point; see Haas, op. cit.~ 

sec. 6.22 and also Jaeobsen~s paper, I~bialization in Nootkan, 

pre:pared tor the Fourth International Oonference on Salish LaD.t,"71lages c 

5 
In quoting Nootka fo:ms some modifications have been intro-

duced which differ slightly f'rom the conven-tions used in Sapir and. 

Swadesh~ op. cit" Instead of repea.ting each stem in .tull w:i:th its 

durative SU£.tix or SUf'f'iX9i3 (e.g .. hic-, hicao il11!m.inat~)~ the 
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durative suffix alone is shown after the comma (eog. hic-, -a­

i11um.iI!a·Ii,~). A similar device is used for the momentaneous ex­

cept that it is preceded by the abbreviation mOIl, e.g. A'isk-, 

m. -si(~) to flash whitso __ . "11_ 

6The normal Nitinat correspondence for Nootka h, hW is ., . 
x, XW; Bee Haas, op. clt~, section 6.12. Nootka x, XW is an 
• • It • 

innovatton, but it too sometimes corresponds to Nitinat x, xW. . ., 
These may be remnants of old doublets in Nootka (see Jacobsen's 

discussion of this, OPe cit., sections 6 aO, 6 8 10). Some are 

probably the product of a type of intensity symbolization, e.ge 

N ~'ih-" -uk red (normal) VS. N ~'ix-, -ak and A'ixw-, -ak ., -- ., . 
red-hot, red, brown (intensive). 

?See .footnote 2. 

8 
Jacobsen, OPe clt.~ sec. 6.16. 

9Reprinted in Selected Writings of Edward Sapir, David 

G. Mandelbaum~ ed.~ pp. 179-196. Berkeley and Los Angeles: 

University of Cal1fornla. Press (19.49) .. 




