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1 Introduction

In a number of Salish languages, the same morpheme that is used to indi-
cate the past on verbs also occurs on nouns (e.g., Burton 1997, Wiltschko
2003, Matthewson 2005). On nouns, the past marker typically indicates
that the referent of the DP is dead or destroyed, and for possessed nouns,
the past marker can indicate that the possession relation no longer holds.
The past marker on nouns is therefore frequently translated into English
using adjectives like ‘late’, ‘former’, or ‘ex-’.

Prior analyses differ in whether they treat the past marker as actu-
ally marking nominal tense. Burton (1997) proposes that the past marker
on nouns in Halkomelem encodes past tense on nouns, while Wiltschko
(2003) argues that it realizes an interpretable tense feature on D. In con-
trast, Matthewson (2005) argues that the ‘past tense’morphemes found on
nouns in St’át’imcets and Halkomelem are really temporal modifiers that
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optionally attach to nouns and verbs. Under this analysis, tense is not part
of the functional architecture of DPs in St’át’imcets and Halkomelem.

A similar debate exists for past markers in Guaraní languages.
Thomas (2012, 2014) argues that a past marker that occurs on nouns in
Mbyá is a nominal tense, while Tonhauser (2006, 2007) argues that its
cognate in Paraguayan Guaraní is a predicate modifier that is not a true
nominal tense.

In this paper, I examine the cross-category use of the past marker
in another Salish language, ʔayʔaǰuθәm (a.k.a. Comox-Sliammon; ISO:
coo). I argue that the past marker -oɬ in ʔayʔaǰuθәm does not occupy T
in either clausal or nominal contexts, presenting novel data that shows
that -oɬ does not have a fixed syntactic position and can apply to different
constituents. I therefore argue that in both clausal and nominal environ-
ments, -oɬ acts as a temporal modifier and provide a preliminary seman-
tics where it combines with a predicate to add a presupposition restricting
the reference time for the predicate to the past.

My analysis of -oɬ therefore supports Matthewson’s (2005) position
that the past markers in Halkomelem and St’át’imcets are temporal modi-
fiers rather than tense. Crucially, following Matthewson’s argumentation
for these other languages, since -oɬ is not a morphological realization of T
in ʔayʔaǰuθәm, its presence on nouns cannot be used to argue for a tense
projection in nominal environments or a tense feature on D.

This paper is organized as follows: In Section 2, I provide language
background, and in Section 3, I provide theoretical background. In Sec-
tion 4, I briefly discuss ʔayʔaǰuθәm tense and the temporal interpretation
of DPs. In Section 5, I discuss the interpretation of -oɬ on verbs, nouns,
and adjectives. In Section 6, I present arguments that -oɬ is not a past
tense but rather a temporal modifier. In Section 7, I provide a prelimi-
nary analysis of -oɬ.

2 Language background

ʔayʔaǰuθәm is a Central Salish language, the ancestral language of the
Tla’amin, Homalco, Klahoose, and K’ómoks Nations,1 whose traditional
territory lies along the northernGeorgia Strait. Due to the impacts of colo-
nialism, especially the residential school system (TRC 2015), only 3% of
the traditionally ʔayʔaǰuθәm-speaking population are now first-language
speakers, while 10% are second-language learners (FPCC 2022). There
1 Pentlatch and Kwak’wala are also ancestral languages of the K’ómoks Nation.
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is currently an active and determined push for reclamation of language
and culture among the four nations.

I consulted with five Elders from Tla’amin, Klahoose, and Homalco
at different points during the background research for this paper but have
worked especially closely with one speaker from Tla’amin in the later
stages of this research.

3 Theoretical background

I follow much previous literature (Klein 1994, et seq.) in assuming that
tense provides the evaluation time for a proposition, known as the ref-
erence time (RT). Tense relates this RT to a temporal anchor. In matrix
clauses, the temporal anchor is typically the utterance time (UT). If the
tense is present, the RT for the proposition is the same as the temporal
anchor, while if the tense is past, the RT for the proposition precedes the
temporal anchor.

(1) a. The sky is blue. (RT = UT)

b. The sky was blue. (RT < UT)

Enç (1981, 1986) points out that the temporal interpretation of DPs
is at least partly independent of the temporal interpretation of the clause
they appear in. A classic example is given in (2):

(2) Every fugitive is now in jail. (Enç 1986:409)

Although the sentence has present tense, the sentence is not about individ-
uals who are fugitives now (or it would be contradictory), but rather about
individuals who were fugitives before but are now in jail. To capture this,
Enç proposes that each noun must have its own temporal argument or NP
evaluation time. However, the temporal argument of a noun need not be
syntactically represented as a nominal tense but may be rather supplied
by the context (Enç 1986:422).

The question that this paper aims to address is whether the presence
of the past marker on nouns in ʔayʔaǰuθәm should be taken as evidence
that ʔayʔaǰuθәm nouns contain tense in their syntax.2

2 Burton’s (1997) analysis of the past marker on nouns in Halkomelem as the
morphological realization of nominal tense seems to imply a tense projection,
although he does not explicitly claim a T projection in nominal environments.
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4 ʔayʔaǰuθәm tense

Following Matthewson (2006) for St’át’imcets, I analyze ʔayʔaǰuθәm as
having a null nonfuture tense (see Huijsmans 2022). Unmarked predi-
cates may be interpreted as holding of a past or present time, as illustrated
in (3), depending on the context (and subject to aspectual restrictions that
will not concern us here; see Huijsmans 2022:30–34 for discussion).3

(3) a. Context: Talking about a cat in the room.
k̓ʷʊt gi
k̓ʷә[n]-t=gi
c33AΫАЁ5βϿЁА

Patlɩk.
Patlik.
T�jaC,G

ʔɛʔɛɬtәn.
ʔi∼ʔiɬtәn.
ϿЁϱό∼3�j

‘Look at Patrick. He’s eating.’ [ϿЁζЅζϩА] (vf | JF.2018/05/01)

b. t̓ᶿәt̓ᶿχʷtәs
t̓ᶿә∼t̓ᶿx̌ʷ-t-as
ϿЁϱό∼s�c@AΫАЁAkζЁό

tә cars
tә=car-s
βζА5,�aAkϿϱЅЅ

skʷiǰoɬ
skʷiǰuɬ
j@CcYLRaNCN<

ʔi
ʔiy
Ϋϱϩϟ

hɛwtәm
hiwt-әm
�@3�0AϨβ

sč̓ɩɬʔos.
s=č̓әɬ-ʔu+s
ϩϨϣв5a�CNAϿЅАAkϿϱЅЅ

‘He was washing his car this morning before it rained. [ϿΞЅА]
(vf | PD.2019/04/10)

The future is obligatorily marked with the future clitic sәm (Huijs-
mans and Mellesmoen 2021, Huijsmans 2022:28). In (4), for example,
it is not possible to interpret the cooking event in the future of the UT
without the future clitic.

3 The abbreviations used in this paper follow Leipzig glossing conventions
with some additions: ΞΫАYϔϩАЁ ‘active intransitive’, Ϋϣβ ‘clausal demonstrative’,
ΫϣυYϿЁА ‘clefting particle’, ΫАЁ ‘control transitivizer’, βϿЁА ‘discourse particle’,
ζϿζϩ ‘epenthetic segment’, ϔϩυζЁ ‘inferential’, ϔϩА ‘intensifier’, Ϩβ ‘middle’,
ϩΫАЁ ‘non-control transitivizer’, ЁϿА ‘reportative’, ЅΪЁβ ‘subordinate’. The top
line of each examples is an orthographic representation, and the second line is a
roughly phonemic representation using NAPA. ‘vf’ stands for volunteered form,
a form provided by the speaker, while ‘sf’ stands for suggested form, a form sug-
gested to the speaker by the researcher.
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(4) Context: I’m making a plan for dinner since someone gave me a
fish.
a. # č̓ɛχatč

č̓әx̌-at=č
,RRGAΫАЁ5SЅόYЅΪϟ

tә ǰɛnxʷ
tә=ǰanxʷ
βζА5~c@

snanat.
s=nanat
ϩϨϣв53q3NCN<

‘I’ll cook the fish tonight.’

b. č̓ɛχattᶿәm
č̓әx̌-at=tᶿ+әm
,RRGAΫАЁ5SЅόYЅΪϟZυЛА

tә ǰɛnxʷ
tә=ǰanxʷ
βζА5~c@

snanat.
s=nanat
ϩϨϣв53q3NCN<

‘I’ll cook the fish tonight.’
(Huijsmans and Mellesmoen 2021:106)

Formally, I analyze the null non-future tense as in (5) (Huijsmans
2022:28, originally from Matthewson 2006:680 for St’át’imcets). It is a
pronominal tense, bearing an index i interpreted by the assignment func-
tion g. It is restricted to non-future times by a presupposition that no part
of the RT interval g(i) follows the UT t0.

(5) ! NON-FUTi "g,c = g(i); defined only if no part of g(i) is after t0

As in English, the temporal interpretation of DPs in ʔayʔaǰuθәm is at
least partly independent of the temporal interpretation of the clause as a
whole. For instance, in (6), the RT for the clause is a past time when the
speaker’s father was a child. However, the referent of the DP was not yet
a father at that past reference time. The evaluation time for tθ man ‘my
father’ is rather the present.

(6) Context: I’m telling you about one of the neat things my dad did as
a boy.
hiyʔaʔmoɬ
hәy-ʔәm-uɬ
L�G3AΞΫАYϔϩАЁAϿЅА

tᶿ man
tᶿ=man
SЅόYϿϱЅЅ58�j@3a

kʷ nәnxʷiʔәm
kʷ=nәnxʷiʔәm
βζА5cL�IIY$R�j

sčuy̓os.
s=čuy̓-ʔu+s
ϩϨϣв5,@CI0AϿЅАZkϿϱЅЅ

‘My dad made a little boat when he was a kid.’
(sf | BW.2023/08/03)
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5 Cross-category use of the ʔayʔaǰuθәm past marker

There is an optional past suffix -oɬ, which is the focus of this paper. It
occurs on verbs, nouns, and adjectives, as shown in (7) (see Watanabe
2003:483–484 for a brief discussion of the use of -oɬ on nouns and verbs
and Huijsmans 2023 for arguments that nouns, verbs, and adjectives are
syntactically and morphologically distinct categories). The adjective in
(7c) is serving as the main predicate; predicative nouns and adjectives are
not accompanied by a copula (see Huijsmans 2023).

(7) a. k̓ʷʊnɛtoɬč
k̓ʷәn-í-t-uɬ=č
c33AЅАΞАAΫАЁAϿЅА5SЅόYЅΪϟ

šɛ xʷipomɩxʷtәn
šә=xʷip-umixʷ-tәn
βζА5cs33UA<aRnN0AϔϩЅ

sǰɛsoɬ
sǰasuɬ
w3cj3a0�w

nɛʔ
niʔ
$3Yj@3a3

tә shed.
tә=shed
βζА5c@30

‘I saw the broom yesterday in the shed.’
[ЦζЁΪ] (vf | EP.2021/07/24)

b. čkʷa k̓ʷʊnʊxʷ
čkʷa=k̓ʷәn-әxʷ
SЅόYЅΪϟ5Ϋϣβ5c33AϩΫАЁ

šɛ totχʷɬaɬ
šә=tutx̌ʷɬaɬ
βζА5N3,GI�,3

noʔos č̓ɛ
naʔ-ʔu+s=č̓a
RsNAϿЅАZkϿϱЅЅ5ϔϩυζЁ

tᶿ čičiyɛʔoɬ
tᶿ=č<ič>iya<ʔ>-uɬ
SЅόYϿϱЅЅ5<a�N0LRj@3aJβϔϨ>AϿЅА

χanatɛtoɬ k̓ʷa
χan-at-it-uɬ=k̓ʷa
<Cq3AΫАЁAЅΪЁβYϿΞЅЅ5ЁϿА

ʔә šɛtᶿ kʷukʷpaʔoɬ.
ʔә=šә=tᶿ=kʷu<kʷ>pa<ʔ>-uɬ
ϱΪϣ5βζА5<a�N08�j@3aJβϔϨ>AϿЅА

‘I found a necklace that must have belonged to my late grand-
mother that was given to her by my late grandfather.’ [ϩϱЛϩ]

(vf | EP.2021/04/02)
c. pәqoɬ

pәq-uɬ
s@Cj3AϿЅА

tɛʔɛ
tiʔi
βζϨ

q̓әsnay.
q̓әsnay
c@Caj

‘This shirt used to be white.’ [ΞβϟζΫАϔЦζ] (sf | EP.2023/06/29)
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In clausal contexts, the past marker is used to unambiguously estab-
lish a past RT. It therefore frequently shows up on verbs at the beginning
of a narrative or discourse about a past time. For instance, in the Hawaii
Trip storyboard (Underhill and Cable 2015), Bill answers Mary’s ques-
tion about his summer. The speaker uses -oɬ in (8b) when Bill begins to
talk about his trip, but not on the subsequent predicates in (8c–d).

(8) a. haʔačxʷ
ha=a=čxʷ
<R5Ѐ5lЅόYЅΪϟ

taʔačiš
taʔačiš
ja�q3I

this summer?
this summer
j@Cc cnLL3a

‘Did you travel this summer?’

b. hoʔoɬč
hu-ʔuɬ=č
<RAϿЅА5SЅόYЅΪϟ

kʷ Hawaii.
kʷ=Hawaii
βζА5?�s�CC

‘I went to Hawaii.’

c. ʔowuɬč
ʔuwuɬ=č
<3jYRN5SЅόYЅΪϟ

plane
plane
UI�N3

eight
eight
3C<@j

qәǰias
qәǰi=as
cjCII5kЅΪϟЦ

kʷi.
kʷәy
3�aIw

‘I got on the plane at eight in the morning.’

d. hoč
hu=č
<R5SЅόYЅΪϟ

tәs
tәs
�aaCq3

kʷ Hawaii
kʷ=Hawaii
βζА5?�s�CC

kʷ nat.
kʷ=nat
βζА5NC<@j

‘I arrived in Hawaii at night.’ (vf | PD.2019/04/10)

In nominal environments, that is, when the past occurs within an NP
that is sister to a D,4 the past marker is typically used to indicate that the
referent of the DP is dead, as in (7b), or destroyed, as in (9a); however,
when the noun names a stage-level predicate, as in (9b), use of -oɬ can
also indicate that the referent no longer has the nominal property, while
still continuing to exist. On a possessed noun phrase, the interpretation
can also be that the possession relation no longer holds (9c-d).

(9) a. k̓ʷakʷa q̓әtxʷ
k̓ʷa=kʷa=q̓әtxʷ
ЁϿА5Ϋϣβ5$naN

kʷ ʔayɛʔos.
kʷ=ʔayaʔ-ʔu+s.
βζА5@Rnc3AϿЅАZkϿϱЅЅ

‘His has house burnt down (I heard).’ (vf | EP.2019/06/29)
4 The presence of D differentiates these environments from cases where the past
marker occurs on nominal predicates, which are clausal environments.
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b. Context: I talk to a former teacher at my highschool who is
now retired. I never had him as a teacher myself. After, I tell
my husband:
k̓ʷʊnʊxʷoɬč
k̓ʷәn-әxʷ-uɬ=č
c33AϩΫАЁAϿЅА5SЅόYЅΪϟ

šɛ tičɛhoɬ
šә=tiča-h-uɬ
βζА5j3�,@3aAζϿζϩAϿЅА

tuwa
tuwa
8aRL

ʔәtᶿ kʷulawtxʷuɬ.
ʔәtᶿ=kʷul-awtxʷ-uɬ
SЅόYϿϱЅЅ5c,@RRIA$nCI0CN<AϿЅА

‘I saw a former teacher from my school.’ (sf | EP.2021/11/20)
c. Context: Two friends are talking about a party this evening.

They heard a mutual friend is coming. One of them realizes that
their friend’s ex-wife may also come and says to her friend:
čɩm sa ga
čәm̓=sa+ga
s@�jYCcYsCj@5υЛАZβϿЁА

qʷol̓әs
qʷәl̓=as
,RL35kЅΪϟЦ

šɛ saɬtuʔos?
šә=saɬtu-ʔu+s
βζА5sC83AϿЅАZkϿϱЅЅ

‘What if his ex-wife comes?’ (vf | EP.2021/05/21)
d. Context: When I get home from visiting my in-laws in Chile,

I realize I left my sweater behind somewhere. It’s not at my
husband’s parents’ place, so I don’t think I’ll find it again. I tell
you:
čkʷa xʷaʔaguxʷ
č=kʷa=xʷaʔag-әxʷ
SЅόYЅΪϟ5Ϋϣβ5IRc3AϩΫАЁ

šɛtᶿ tɛkɩnukʷtoɬ.
šә=tᶿ=takinukʷt-uɬ
βζА5SЅόYϿϱЅЅ5cs3�j3aAϿЅА

‘I lost my sweater.’ (vf | EP.2022/01/21)

When the past marker is attached to adjectives, the resulting interpre-
tation is either that the adjective property has ceased to hold, as in (7c),
or that the referent has ceased to exist (10B).

(10) Context: My husband and I have a multi-colored set of glasses.
My favourite was the red one but it broke, and we threw it away.
You’re putting glasses on the table before a meal and admire the
remaining glasses in the set.
A: hɛhɛw

hihiw
a3�IIw

ʔaǰumɩšmot
ʔaǰ-umiš-mut
<RR0A�UU3�a�N,3AϔϩА

θ k̓ʷʊsk̓ʷasta.
θ=k̓ʷәs∼k̓ʷaʔsta
lЅόYϿϱЅЅ5Ͽϣ∼,nU

‘Your cups are really beautiful.’
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B: hɛɬ
hiɬ
ΫϱϿ

šɛ t̓at̓ᶿɛmoɬ
šә=t̓at̓ᶿim-uɬ
βζА5a30AϿЅА

ʔә k̓ʷɛhɛt
ʔә=k̓ʷih-ít
ΫϣυYϿЁА5CN,a3�c3AЅАΞА

ʔisxʷanoɬ
ʔәy-sxʷ-an-uɬ
<RR0AΫΞЛЅASЅόYζЁόAϿЅА

ʔi
ʔiy
Ϋϱϩϟ

kʷa yɩp̓.
kʷa=yәp̓
Ϋϣβ5<3jY$aRG3N

‘The red one was my favourite but it broke.’
(sf | EP.2023/06/29)

The use of the past marker on stative predicates (including nouns,
adjectives, and stative verbs) in both clausal and nominal environments
triggers an inference that the predicate bearing the past marker does not
hold of its subject at the UT. For instance, the most natural interpretation
of (7c) is that the dress is not white at the UT, while the referent of (9a)
is understood to no longer be a house (and therefore no longer to exist).
Following Thomas (2014) (who in turn takes the term from Altshuler and
Schwarzschild 2012), I label this the cessation inference.

While it is beyond the scope of this paper to provide a full account of
how this inference arises, I will sketch the analysis proposed in Thomas
(2014). Briefly and informally, the idea is that a tensed proposition is in-
terpreted in relation to contextually-relevant tensed alternatives: the as-
sertion of the proposition is strengthened to mean that other contextually-
relevant tensed alternatives do not hold (provided they are not entailed
by the proposition). If a past tense proposition is asserted, the alterna-
tive present tense proposition is understood not to hold, so long as it is
contextually relevant.5

The cessation inference does not arise when the context sets up a past
topic time that does not include the present, as in (11). Here, the past topic
time is the time of the speaker moving into the area. Note that (11) is a
cleft and hegus ‘chief’ is the main predicate in the remnant clause.
5 See Altshuler and Schwarzschild (2012) for an alternative account of how the
cessation inference arises.
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(11) Context: Peter has been chief for a long time. I remember that he
was chief when I moved into the area many years ago, and he still
is today. I’m telling someone newer to the area.
hɛɬ ʔot
hiɬ=ʔut
ΫϱϿ5ζЬΫϣ

Peter
Peter
T3j3a

ʔә hegusoɬ
ʔә=higus-uɬ
ΫϣυYϿЁА5,@C38AϿЅА

šɛtᶿ ʔot
šә=tᶿ=ʔut
βζА5SЅόYϿϱЅЅ5�jY~acj

qʷol̓
qʷәl̓
,RL3

tayqitoɬ
tayq-iyt-uɬ
LRq3AϿЁυAϿЅА

ʔә tɛʔɛ.
ʔә=tiʔi
ϱΪϣ5βζϨ

‘Peter was chief when I first moved here.’ (vf | EP.2023/07/07)

When the past suffix is used in nominal environments, however, ces-
sation of the nominal property is entailed. The past suffix is infelicitous
on tičɛ ‘teacher’ in (12a) and laplEt ‘priest’ in (12b) because in each case,
the nominal predicate still holds of the DP’s referent.

(12) a. Context: There’s a teacher that’s been at the school as long as
we can remember, and he still hasn’t retired.
hɛhɛw
hihiw
a3�IIw

χʷoχʷmot
x̌ʷux̌ʷ-mut
IRN<AϔϩА

ʔәɬ nišәs
ʔәɬ=niš=as
ΫϱϨϿ5$3Y@3a35kЅΪϟЦ

šɛn̓
šan̓
βζϨ

tičɛh(#oɬ)
tiča-h-(#uɬ)
j3�,@3aAζϿζϩAVPϿЅАW

ʔi
ʔiy
Ϋϱϩϟ

qәǰi ʔot
qәǰi=ʔut
cjCII5ζЬΫϣ

niš.
niš
$3Y@3a3

‘That teacher has been here a long time, and he’s still (teach-
ing) here.’ (sf | EP.2023/07/07)

b. Context: I see a news article about a parish priest in a small
town where I used to live.
nɛʔoɬ
niʔ-uɬ
$3Yj@3a3AϿЅА

tan̓
tan̓
βζϨ

laplɛt(#oɬ)
laplit-(#uɬ)
UaC3cjAVPϿЅАW

ʔәkʷ Duncan
ʔә=kʷ=Duncan
ϱΪϣ5βζА5/nN,�N

šɛtᶿ nɛʔoɬ
šә=tᶿ=niʔ-uɬ
βζА5SЅόYϿϱЅЅ5$3Yj@3a3AϿЅА

χʷoχʷmotoɬ.
x̌ʷux̌ʷ-mut-uɬ.
IRN<YjCL3AϔϩАAϿЅА

hɛhɛw
hihiw
a3�IIw

χʷoχʷmotoɬ
x̌ʷux̌ʷ-mut-uɬ
IRN<YjCL3AϿЅА

ʔәɬ nɛʔәs.
ʔәɬ=niʔ=as.
ΫϱϨϿ5$3Yj@3a35kЅΪϟЦ

‘That priest was in Duncan when I lived there long ago. He
has been there a long time.’ (sf | EP.2023/08/31)
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While this could be taken to indicate that the past marker in nomi-
nal environments is a distinct morpheme from the past marker in clausal
environments, I do not pursue this approach. Tonhauser (2006, 2007)
and Thomas (2012, 2014) observe a similar asymmetry for the past mor-
pheme in Paraguayan Guaraní and Mbyá, but Thomas argues that this
asymmetry arises due to different pragmatic factors in the interpretation
of clauses and DPs, rather than to semantically distinct but homophonous
past morphemes (one applying in nominalized clausal environments and
one to nouns).

Briefly, Thomas analyzes the past marker on a noun as placing the
RT for the nominal property in the past of the NP evaluation time. So,
for instance, in (9b), the RT for tičɛ ‘teacher’ is placed in the past of the
evaluation time for the NP tičɛhoɬ ‘former teacher’, which in this case is
the same as the RT of the clause: the time of the seeing event.

Thomas proposes that the NP evaluation time is always relevant to
the interpretation of the NP (i.e., it is always topical), and therefore the
past marker on a noun always gives rise to the cessation inference: it is
understood that the nominal property cannot be claimed to hold at the NP
evaluation time.6 In (9b), this means that the referent of the DP šɛ tičɛhoɬ
‘a former teacher’ is understood not to be a teacher any longer at the NP
evaluation time, the time of the seeing event.

Given the availability of a plausible pragmatic account, I believe a
unified analysis of the past tense marker in nominal and clausal envi-
ronments is preferable. At the very least, the presence of the same past
marker applying across different environments with parallel interpretive
differences in unrelated languages suggests that there should be a more
general explanation than accidental homophony of nominal and clausal
temporal markers.

If we adopt Thomas’s account, the different interpretations that arise
when the past occurs in nominal environments can be understood in terms
of the obligatory cessation inference. The following discussion follows
Burton (1997) very closely, who also derives the various readings in terms
of a cessation inference (though he does not use this term).

When the past occurs on an individual-level nominal predicate in a
DP, the individual-level predicate is interpreted as ceasing to hold of the
referent of the DP by the NP evaluation time. The resulting interpretation
6 Cable (2017) also shows that cessation inferences that arise for clausal uses
of the optional past tense morpheme in Tlingít should be derived pragmatically,
though they are often not cancellable.
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is that the referent of the DP has ceased to exist by the time the NP is
evaluated, as in (9a), since this is the only plausible way for the permanent
property (being a house) to cease to hold of the referent (see also (7) and
(10)).

When the past occurs on a stage-level noun like an occupation, the
interpretation is that this temporary property no longer holds of the ref-
erent at the NP evaluation time. In this case, the meaning is compatible
with the individual leaving the occupation, as for the retired teacher in
(9b).

Finally, when the past occurs on a possessed noun, the RT for the
possession relation and nominal property are placed in the past of the
NP evaluation time. Following Burton (1997), the possession relation
can be represented as a predicate R which is conjoined with the nominal
predicate and has a possessum, possessor, and time argument: ... N(x,t)
∧ R(x,possessor,t)...7 It is the conjoined possession relation and nominal
property that ceases to hold by the NP evaluation time. The cessation
inference is met so long as one or both of the conjuncts cease to hold,
resulting in both interpretations where the possession relation no longer
holds and where the entity has ceased to exist, depending on context and
plausibility.

If it is the possession relation that ceases to hold, the interpretation
may be that the possession has been lost, as for the sweater in (9c), sold,
or stolen. In contrast, since my grandparents will always stand in a grand-
parent relation to me, the past marker on tθ čičiyɛʔ ‘my grandmother’ and
tθ kʷukʷpaʔ ‘my grandfather’ in (7b) results in the interpretation that these
individuals are deceased.

6 The past marker -oɬ is not a tense

So far, the discussion of -oɬ leaves it plausible that it is a canonical past
tense, placing the RT for the (verbal, nominal, or adjectival) predicate
preceding a temporal anchor, and giving rise to cessation inferences in
pragmatically determined contexts. However, there is one major differ-
ence between -oɬ and a morpheme that specifically occupies T: -oɬ does
not have a fixed syntactic position and does not apply at a fixed point in
the semantic derivation.

This is seen in complex nominal predicates (CNPs). CNPs consist
7 Burton (1997) has a separate possession time and nominal RT but I do without
an extra possession RT here.
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of a head noun preceded by one or more modifiers which together form
the main predicate of the clause. The past marker can be found attaching
both to an adjectival modifier and the main predicate, but the position of
the past marker affects the interpretation.

When the adjectival property no longer holds, -oɬ attaches to the ad-
jective. For instance, in (13a) and (14a), -oɬ attaches to the adjective
titol̓mot ‘very small’. Because the lake and house still exist, -oɬ cannot
felicitously attach to the head noun: (13b) and (14b) are infelicitous.8

(13) Context: Daniel is pointing on a map to a little pond that used to
be a big lake but was drained a while back for farmland.
a. tihmotoɬ

tih-mut-uɬ
$C<AϔϩАAϿЅА

θay̓ɛɬ
θay̓aɬ
I�G3

tan̓
tin̓
βζϨ

sχʷoχʷoɬ
sχʷuχʷ-uɬ
IRN<YjCL3AϿЅА

ʔi
ʔiy
Ϋϱϩϟ

gaʔq̓oθɛtәm.
gәq̓-uθi[n]-t-әm
RU3NALRnj@AΫАЁAϿΞЅЅ

‘This used to be a big lake a long time ago but they drained it.’

b. #tihmot
tih-mut
$C<AϔϩА

θay̓ɛɬoɬ
θay̓aɬ-uɬ
I�G3AϿЅА

tan̓
tin̓
βζϨ

sχʷoχʷoɬ
sχʷuχʷ-uɬ
IRN<YjCL3AϿЅА

ʔi
ʔiy
Ϋϱϩϟ

gaʔq̓oθɛtәm.
gәq̓-uθi[n]-t-әm
RU3NALRnj@AΫАЁAϿΞЅЅ

‘This used to be a big lake a long time ago but they drained it.’
(sf | EP.2023/07/23)

(14) Context: We’re looking at my neighbour’s house that used to be
small but has had a lot of additions and renovations and is now
quite big. I tell you:
a. titolmotoɬ

titul̓-mut-uɬ
cL�IIAϔϩАAϿЅА

ʔaʔyɛʔ
ʔa<ʔ>yɛʔ
@Rnc3JβϔϨ>

tan̓
tan̓
βζϨ

ʔi
ʔiy
Ϋϱϩϟ

p̓ašɛtәm.
p̓aš-at-әm
�00YRNAΫАЁAϿΞЅЅ

‘That used to be a small house, but they’ve added onto it.’

8 The fact that -oɬ is felicitous only on the adjective and not on the diminutive
noun in (14) suggests that the contribution of the diminutive reduplication is not
at-issue.
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b. #titolmot
titul̓-mut
cL�IIAϔϩА

ʔaʔyɛʔoɬ
ʔa<ʔ>yɛʔ-uɬ
@Rnc3JβϔϨ>AϿЅА

tan̓
tan̓
βζϨ

ʔi
ʔiy
Ϋϱϩϟ

p̓ašɛtәm.
p̓aš-at-әm
�00YRNAΫАЁAϿΞЅЅ

‘That used to be a small house, but they’ve added onto it.’
(sf | EP.2023/07/16)

When the described entity no longer exists (and therefore both the
nominal and adjectival properties no longer hold of it), the past marker
can appear on either the adjective or the noun (15)–(17). My consultant
sometimes preferred -oɬ on the adjective, but also accepted placement on
the noun, unlike for (13)–(14); this preference is indicated with a question
mark for (15b) and (16b).

(15) Context: I point out an empty building in town to Daniel and
Gloria:
a. ʔimotoɬ

ʔәy-mut-uɬ
<RR0AϔϩАAϿЅА

ʔɛɬtәnawtxʷ
ʔiɬtәn-awtxʷ
3�jA$nCI0CN<

tita
tәy̓ta
βζϨ

sχʷoχʷoɬ.
sx̌ʷux̌ʷ-uɬ
IRN<YjCL3AϿЅА

‘That used to be a good restaurant a long time ago.’

b. ?ʔimot
ʔәy-mut
<RR0AϔϩА

ʔɛɬtәnawtxʷoɬ
ʔiɬtәn-awtxʷ-uɬ
3�jA$nCI0CN<AϿЅА

tita
tәy̓ta
βζϨ

sχʷoχʷoɬ.
sx̌ʷux̌ʷuɬ
IRN<YjCL3AϿЅА

‘That used to be a good restaurant a long time ago.’
(sf | EP.2023/07/23)

(16) Context: I’m showing you my yard and point out a stump.
a. hɛhɛw

hihiw
a3�IIw

tihmotoɬ
tih-mut-uɬ
$C<AϔϩАAϿЅА

ǰɛʔǰɛ
ǰaʔǰa
ja33

tiʔta
tәy̓ta
βζϨ

ʔi
ʔiy
Ϋϱϩϟ

ǰɛq̓atәm.
ǰaq̓-at-әm
8�IIAΫАЁAϿΞЅЅ

‘That used to be a big tree, but it’s been felled.’

b. ?hɛhɛw
hihiw
a3�IIw

tihmot
tih-mut
$C<AϔϩА

ǰɛʔǰɛhoɬ
ǰaʔǰa-h-uɬ
ja33AζϿζϩAϿЅА

tiʔta
tәy̓ta
βζϨ

ʔi
ʔiy
Ϋϱϩϟ

ǰɛq̓atәm.
ǰaq̓-at-әm
8�IIAΫАЁAϿΞЅЅ

‘That used to be a big tree, but it’s been felled.’
(sf | EP.2023/07/23)
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(17) Context: Peter was a good leader. He’s since passed on.
a. ʔimotoɬ

ʔәy-mut-uɬ
<RR0AϔϩА

ʔәms hegus
ʔәms=higus
SϿϣYϿϱЅЅ5,@C38AϿЅА

Pita.
Pita
T3j3a

‘Peter was a good former chief.’

b. ʔimot
ʔәy-mut
<RR0AϔϩА

ʔәms hegusoɬ
ʔәms=higus-uɬ
SϿϣYϿϱЅЅ5,@C38AϿЅА

Pita.
Pita
T3j3a

‘Peter was a good former chief.’ (sf | EP.2023/07/19)

The final possibility where property of the head noun no longer holds of
the subject, but the modifier property does, still needs to be investigated.
The prediction is that the past marker will only be able to occur on the
head noun in these cases.

This evidence from CNPs shows that the past marker can attach at
different points syntactically, corresponding to differences in interpreta-
tion. To account for these facts, I propose that the past marker does not
occupy T, and as such, does not constitute a true tense marker. Instead,
following Matthewson (2005), I propose that the past marker is a tempo-
ral modifier.

When the modifier of a noun ceases to hold, as in (13)–(14), I propose
that the past marker attaches directly to the modifier (18a). When both the
nominal and modifier properties cease to hold, as in (15)–(17), I propose
that the past marker attaches to the whole complex (18b).

(18) a. N

Mod

Pst
-oɬ

Mod

N

b. N

Pst
-oɬ

N

Mod N

Since modifiers typically precede the head of the phrase in ʔayʔa-
ǰuθәm, I represent the past marker on a leftward branch. I assume that its
suffixal specification causes it to attach to the head post-syntactically in
the morphology (see Huijsmans 2022:99–109). When it is merged with a
phrase, as in (19c), I suggest that it may either attach to the head noun or
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to the closer preceding modifier; I leave a full account of how these two
possible placements are derived to future work.

7 Semantic analysis

The common factor to the use of -oɬ across environments is that it restricts
the RT for the verbal, nominal, or adjectival predicate to the past of a
temporal anchor. While the temporal anchor in matrix clauses is typically
theUT, the temporal anchor in nominal environments is theNP evaluation
time.

I propose that the past marker contributes a presupposition that the
RT t for a predicate P precedes the contextually provided temporal anchor
tc.9 In clausal contexts, the temporal argument will be saturated by the
null non-future tense. In nominal contexts, I assume that the temporal
argument is supplied by a contextually provided NP evaluation time.

(19) ! -oɬ "c,g = λP.λx.λt : t < tc.[P (x)(t)]

Crucially, since the past marker does not occupy T, its presencemodifying
NPs does not shed light on whether the NP evaluation time is syntacti-
cally represented. The past marker does not provide evidence for nominal
tense.

This analysis predicts -oɬ to be able to combine with CNPs as a whole
or their component parts. However, this analysis also raises questions,
since the components of a CNP combine to take a single reference time
supplied by T. Why then does it matter where -oɬ attaches? I sketch only
a preliminary account here. A more complete analysis will require an
account of how the component parts of the CNP combine semantically
and is left for future research.

When the past attaches to the modifier in (13)–(14), it adds a presup-
position that the RT for the modifier is in the past of the UT, triggering
a cessation inference since the current states of the lake and house are
salient and relevant. Since the RT for the complex predicate is ultimately
saturated by the null non-future tense, the clause’s RT ends up restricted to
the past (consistent with the temporal adverb sχʷoχʷoɬ ‘a long time ago’ in
(13)). -oɬ is infelicitous on θay̓ɛɬ ‘lake’ and ʔaʔyɛʔ ‘house (diminutive)’
9 The fact that different noun phrases within a clause could potentially have
different temporal anchors means that having the temporal anchor provided as a
parameter of interpretation is an oversimplification. However, providing a full
account of the temporal interpretation of DPs is beyond the scope of this paper.
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because triggering the presupposition in this position would signal that
the lake property and house property required a past RT, contrary to fact.

For examples like (15)–(17), both the adjectival and nominal prop-
erty have ceased to hold of the referent (since the restaurant no longer
exists and chief has passed). For these cases, I have proposed that the
past marker attaches to the whole CNP, meaning that it contributes a pre-
supposition that the RT for the whole CNP is in the past. The cessation
inference is then that the referent of the subject DP can no longer be de-
scribed by the complex predicate.

8 Discussion

In this short paper, I have argued that the past marker in ʔayʔaǰuθәm is
not a true tense, but rather a temporal modifier that can attach at different
points within a clause. In terms of the debate regarding nominal tense in
Salish languages, this paper supports the position taken by Matthewson
(2005) where past markers in nominal contexts are modifiers rather than
true past tenses or realizations of an interpretable tense feature (cf. Burton
1997; Wiltschko 2003). The past marker in ʔayʔaǰuθәm therefore does
not provide evidence for a T projection among the functional projections
of a noun phrase.

Though the past marker does not provide evidence for a tense projec-
tion in nominal environments, it does provide further evidence that the
semantics of noun phrases involves reference to time. How the relevant
temporal arguments are ultimately supplied is amatter for future research.

In closing, I would like to point to a welcome consequence of the
current analysis. Besides accounting for why the past marker has variable
placement, this proposal has the advantage of offering an explanation for
why the past marker is not obligatory when the RT is past. Though the
past marker contributes a presupposition that the RT precedes the UT,
as a temporal modifier, it is not in competition with the null non-future
tense. Therefore, even though it carries more presuppositional content
than the null non-future tense, Maximize Presupposition does not apply
(Heim 1991; Bochnak 2016) and the past marker is correctly predicted to
be optional.
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